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N  the  confidence,  I  had  infpired  into  Rofe,  and 
with  which  I  was  filjcd  myfclf,  we  heard  with, 
joy  the  noife  of  a  coach,  that  arrived  a  few 
ininutes  before  the  hour  appointed ;  and  havinpj 
nothing  to  delay  us,  we  ap;recd  forthwith  to  go  ofF 
with  a  man  of  a  good  mien,  who  made  himfelf 
known  to  rae  on  the  part  of  the  Count  of  S— -, 
and  handed  my  fifter  into  the  coach.  Having  fcatci 
liimfclf  with  us,  he  told  me,  that  the  coachman  hai 
his  orders  from  the  Count,  and  that  we  Ihould  be  ia 
lefs  than  two  hours  at  the  place  v/hcre  we  dcfired  to 
he  fet  down.  My  fifter  Iiad  nobody  but  her  cham- 
ber-maid with  her,  and  I  was  attended  by  a  valet  of 
approved  fidelity  and  zeal.  Wc  were  fcarce  out  of 
Paris  when  I  heard  the  noife  of  fome  iiorfes  at  our 
backs,  and,  a  few  moments  after,  I  thought  I  JicarJ 
further  the  voices  of  feveral  pcrfons,  who  fccmed  to 
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difpute  loudly  behind  us.  Our  guide,  to  whom  I  ofc. 
ferved  my  uneafmefs,  anfwered  me  naturally  enough, 
that  they  were  the  domefticks  of  the  Count,  who 
compofed  a  guard  for  th«  fecurity  of  our  journey, 
i  had  no  other  fubjea:  of  alarm  in  a  carriage  that 
1  thought  myfeif  mafter  o^,  and  we  arrived  in  about 
two  hours  at  the  gate  of  a  houfe,  the  outfide  of 
which  the  darknefs  of  the  night  did  not  give  me 
room  to  obferve. 

Sufpefting  nothing,  I  went  in  with  as  much  fa- 
tisfadllonas  I  mufl  necefTarily  feel  from  the  belief,  that 
my  fifter  was  now  ip.  a  place  of  refuge,  which  af- 
forded her  both  fecurity  and  tranquillity.  The  guide 
Ihewed  us  into  a  commodious  apartment,  being  com- 
pofed of  many  chambers  that  might  ferve  to  lodge 
•us  together.  This,  fald  he.  Is  the  apartment  the 
Count  has  ordered  for  you.  They  ferved  up  flip- 
per; and  I  was  furprized  not  to  fee  my  valet  ap- 
pear. They  told  me  that  being  feizsd  with  fome 
iudden  illnefs  behind  the  coach,  he  chofe  to  v.'alk  on 
foot,  having  taken  inftruc^ions  about  the  road,  and 
that  indeed  it  was  furprizing  he  vv^as  not  yet  come 
tip.  I  was  eafily  perfuaded  that  he  might  have  met 
with  fome  delay  on  the  road.  Night  being  too  far 
advanced  for  me  to  think  of  other  cares,  I  left  my 
filler  in  her  chamber,  and  retired  to  mine. 

Having  refted  well,  I  was  in  the  morning  invited 
by  the  view  of  a  pleafant  garden  before  my  windows 
to  go  down  and  take  a  few  turns  in  it ;  but  I 
found  m*y  door  loclvcd,  and  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
open  it.  I  pafled  through  a  clofet  of  communi- 
cation that  joined  my  chamber  to  that  of  my  fif- 
ter's,  with  the  hopes  of  finding  another  door  on 
that  fide  ;  there  was  one  there  indeed,  but  it  was 
locked  as  well  as  mine.  Rofe  was  yet  afleep,  I 
returned  to  my  own  chamber,  without  the  leaft: 
fear  or  fufpicion  in  my  mind.  Mv  complaints  on- 
ly fell  upon  the  negligence  of  the  Count's  fervants, 
whom  1  blamed  for  having  thoughtleflv  carried  away 
the  keys.  I  palled  alone  ab  >ve  an  hour,  till  Rofe 
.^woke,  and  employed  myfeif  in  meditating  on  to 
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-  -lany  frefh  favours,  for  which   1  thought  myfelf  in"' 
debtee!  to  the  protedion  of  Heaven. 

At  length,  believing  my  filler  was  awake,   I  niac!<; 
noife  enough  to  rouf^  the  fervants ;  but  they  did  not 
heed  me  of  a  fadden.      I  waited  above  a  quarter  of 
an   hour  longer ;  and  having   knocked  feveral  timei 
with  fome   icnpatience,    at  laft   T   was   heard.     Tlid 
fame   man,  whom   I  called   our  guide,   opened  the 
door,  and  having  firfl;  carefully  locked   it  again,  he- 
advanced  and  afked  if  I  had  any  commands  for  him. 
I  want  nothli.g,  faid  I,  but  the  liberty  of  going  in- 
to the  garden.      He  anfwer^d  me  civilly,  that  I  wa5 
abfolute  mafter  of  the  houfc,  and  that  he  had  cr- 
dtrs  to  obey   me   in   every  thir.g  ;  except   that  for 
powerful  reafons,  of  which  \  fhould  foon  be  fatis« 
fied,  neither  my  fifter  nor  I  could  have  the  perraif- 
fion  this  day  to  go  out  of  our  apartments.    Though 
I  found  fomething  whimfical  in  this  declaration,  and 
upon  the  whole  in  the  care  they  took  of  locking  us 
up  without  notice,    yet  I  could    without  difficulty* 
imagine,  that  the  Count  thought  this  precaution  ne- 
celfary  for  our  iecurity,  and  that  what  was  difagree-^ 
able  in    the   execution    of   it    might   proceed   from 
the  rudenefs  of  his   fervants,     I  entered  voluntary, 
faid  I,  into  ail  the  views  of  the  Count,  and  goin[^ 
into  my   filter's  chamber,    I   told   her  in    a    merry 
air,  that  tor  certain  reafons   that  apparently  tended* 
to   the  fucccfs   of  our   mcafures,    and  to  the  tran- 
quillity of  our  retreat,  we   were  condemned  to  b« 
(liut  up  for  the  reft  of  the  day.     She  had   the  fame 
thoughts  that  I  had  of  this  myfterious  condu(ft,  and 
wc  did  not  thereby   find  lefs  pleafure   in  entertaining- 
ourfelves  upon   the  happy  alteration  that  a  day  or 
two  had  made  in  cur  fortune.    My  valet  was  not  yet 
arrived  ;  but  all  my  difquiet  on  that  account  was  on- 
ly on  the  fcore  of  his  health. 

1  ov/ards  the  evening,  at  the  time  T  was  divert- 
ing Rofc  by  running  over  with  her  this  concatinatloii' 
of  circumltanccs,  which  had  condudled  us  to  the 
point  we  now  were  in,  and  exhorting  her  to  render' 
bcrfclf  wortliy  of  fo  many  favours,  that  Heaven- 
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Teemed  ready  to  heap  upon  her,  one  came  to  tell  me, 
that  I  was  waited  for  in  my  chamber  by  fome  per- 
fons  whom  1  knew.  I  had  no  doubt  but.  it  was  the 
Count ;  but  willing  to  give  him  the  pleafure  of  be- 
lieving that  he  had  furprized  me,  \  prayed  my  fif- 
ter  to  wait  alone  till  I  went  to  meet  him.  I  had, 
only  a  clofet  to  go  through,  and  I  locked  the  door 
that  joined  Rofe^s  room:  My  aftonifhment  was  in- 
deed great  to  fee,  upon  entering  my  chamber,  not  the 

Count  De  S ,  whom  I  was  prepared  to  embrace 

with  all  my  might,  but  Mr  de  JSercire  and  his  ludy, 
with  another  lady  unkno)vn  to  me.  The  air  of  joy., 
which  had  already  fpread  itfelf  over  my  face,  gave 
way  to  a  good  deal  of  embarrafTment  and  conflraint. 
I  had  not  forgot  the  vexations,  that  Mr  de  Sercine 
had  before  raifcd  me,  and  his  prefence  was  an  omen 
that  I  immediately  explained  in  a  fenfe  quite  contrary 
to  all  my  hopes. 

He  prayed  me  civilly  to  be  feated,  with  an  air  of 
afluraing  fome  authority  in  the  houfe,  and  of  taking 
upon  him  to  do  the  honours  of  it  to  me.  Seeing 
me  wait  in  filence  till  he  (hould  open  himfelf,  Pcr- 
Ibaps  you  are  ignorant,  faid  he  at  length,  that  yoil 
are  in  a  houfe  that  belongs  to  me  ;  but  I  (hould  he 
grieved  if  you  had  any  doubt  of  the  fatisfa<5tion  I 
have  in  feeing  you  in  it.  I  did  not  hear  till  yefter- 
•^ay  of  your  return  from  Ireland  ;  for  you  have 
carefully  concealed  it  from  your  friends.  Neverthc- 
iefs,  the  King  of  England  is  informed  of  it,  and  it 
as  by  his  orders  that  icarae  to  iignify  his  intentions 
to  you.  Then  renev/ing  every  thing  that  had  pre- 
ceded the  duel  of  m.y  brothers,  and  defcending  to  a 
detail  of  what  had  followed,  he  put  together  a  num- 
ber of  fiiftr,  ill  underftood  or  unfaithfully  reported,  a 
•jromance  without  probability,  fuch  as  it  pleafed  my 
Xord  Linch  to  acquaint  the  king  with,  and  from 
whence  the  conclufion  was,  that  this  Prince  approv- 
ing of  his  views  on  my  filler,  and  remembring 
that  my  brothers  and  fhe  had  confented  to  them,  not 
to  mention  a  new  cohfent  written  with  the  hand, 
and  figned  by  the  name  of   George,    his  majefty 

had 
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had  forbidden  me  to  oppofe  any  longer  a  marriage  {& 
fuitabie,  and  to  abufe  my  authority  over  a  lifter 
young  and  fearful,  to  make  her  fail  of  an  ellablifh- 
ment  that  ought  to  give  full  content  to  my  ambition. 
He  added,  that  my  obedience  Ihould  be  rewarded, 
and  that  the  King,  extending  his  favours  even  to  me» 
had  taken  the  refolution  ot  bringing  me  about  his 
perfon  in  the  quality  of  almoner  in  ordinary,  with  a 
promife  to  ufe  his  interell  at  Vcrfaiiles  to  procure  ma 
immediately  a  benefice. 

In  finifcinghis  difcourfe,  he  faflened  his  eyes  upon 
me  to  difcover  before-hand  my  thou-ghts  in  mine.  I 
own,  that  in  the  diftrefs  fuch  a  ftrange  adventure  had 
raifed  in  me,  uncertain  of  the  place  where  I  was,  con- 
vinced that  1  was  betrayed,  and  not  even  daring  to 
fufped  him  of  fach  an  unworthy  artifice,  one  moment 
was  not  fufficicnt  to  recover  my  fpirits,  and  to  give 
a  reafonable  form  to  my  anfwer.  I  continued  forae 
time  fiient,  as  much  to  eoileft  my  thoughts,  as  to  range 
my  exprefTions  in  order.  In  fine,  from  the  place  I 
was  in,  and  from  the  treachery  in  finding  Mr  de  Ser» 

cine  in  Lieu  of  the  Count  de  S ,  which  expofed 

me  to  the  pcrfecutions  of  the  court,  I  had  not  the 
icafl:  doubt  but  that  this  plot  was  hatched  by  my  Lord 
Linch.  This  ref?t<nion,  that  1  could  not  make 
without  recalling  to  my  mind  all  his  foolhardinefs 
and  violences,  gave  me  more  impatience  to  fpeak, 
than  I  had  before  pain  in  breaking  filence :  I  had 
lefs  trouble  to  find  cxprefllons  than  to  moderate 
them.  I  have  been  irrefohite  too  long,  faid  I  to 
Mr  de  Sercine,  looking  on  him  with  a  fleady  eye  ;  I 
ought  not  to  difftmble  with  you  my  fentiments, 
which  are  jufl  before  heaven,  and  confequently  can- 
not f\and  in  awe  of  the  cenfurc  of  men.  My  fif- 
tcr  is  dear  to  me,  without  doubt,  and  I  wifh  to  fee 
her  married  happily  ;  but  had  my  Lord  Linch  a  crown 
to  offer  her,  I  would  difdain  him  with  his  project. 
This  contempt  of  grandeur  that  is  not  accompanied 
with  virtue,  may  on  firfl  fight  convince  you,  that 
ambition  moves  me  lefs  than  has  been  reprcfentcd  to 
yoo.  If  you  accufc  mc  of  a  failure  of  fubmifTion 
A  \  to 
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to  the  King's  orders,  I  anfwer,  that  it  is  from  hls- 
own  mouth  I  defire  to  hear  them;  and  I  promife  my. 
felf  from  that  juftice,^  which  animates  all  his  fenti- 
rnents,  that  I  IhaJl  foon  be  happy  enough  in  feeing 
him  approve  mine.  It  is  true,  continued  1  in  the  fame 
tone,  that  I  have  not  been  always  fo  ill  difpofed  fop 
my  Lord  Linch.  My  brothers,  and  my  fifter  herfelf, 
have  ihewed  him  great  efteem,  but  it  was  at  a  time 
they  knew  him  icfs.  Give  me  leave  to  inform  ypu 
what  it  is  that  has  cooled  us.  I  (hall  rot  be  his  e» 
nemy  nor  his  accufer ;  but  another  would  deteft  him 
with  the  fame  reafons  ;  and  if  we  had  nothing  to 
■upbraid  him  with  but  his  perfidy  in  putting  us  into  this' 

prifon. Mr  de  Sercine  interrupted  me  fmiling; 

•you  give  too  harfli  a  name,  fays  he,  to  the  innocent 
artifice  of  a  lover,  and  if  you  have  no  other  of^ 
fence  to  reproach  him  with,  you  will  have  but  in*- 
different  fuccefs  in  psrfuading  us  to  approve  of  your 
averfion*  Thefe  words  provoking  me  yet  more,  1 
could  fcarcely  forbear  declaring  openly  every  thing 
that  ought  to  make  me  look  on  him  as  the  moil 
odious  man  in  the  world ;  but  a  fentiment  of  re* 
Jigion  made  me  fear,,  that  I  Ihould  give  too  great  a 
loofe  to  hatred,  fhould  I  reveal  the  death  of  Des 
Pedes,  and  fo  many  other  excefles,  that  would  expofe 
him  to  juft  punifbn:ent,  I  applauded  myfelf  alfo", 
that  I  did  not  in  the  heat  I  was  in  let  any  thing 

efcape  me  that  might  expofe  the  Count  de   S , 

and  confining  myfelf  to  the  propofals  thsy  came  to 
make,  1  protefled  with  great  vi^^our  that  nothing  was 
capable  of  making  me  alter  my  refolutions. 

Mr  de  Sercine  having  demanded  of  me  with  a  pee- 
vilh  air  whether  I  intended  ferioufiy  to  perfill  in  thefe 
thoughts,  and  drawing  no  other  anfwer  from  me, 
made  a  fign  to  his  wife  to  retire.  I  remained  alone 
with  him.  He  added  fome  other  exhortations,  which 
I  let  him  end  v/ltJiout  giving  him  any  interruption  ; 
and  not  forbearing  a  reply,  I  prayed  him  only,  if  it 
was  true  that  I  was  in  his  houfe,  to  let  me  know  whaft 
treatment  was  intended  me  in  it,  and  if  it  were  de- 
$gn£d  to  bereave  me  of  my  liberty  for  a  long  tims. 
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H^  anfwered,  that  he  could  net  explain  hlmfelf  further 
before  he  had  made  a  report  of  his  commiillon  to  the 
King,  whole  orders  he  had  only  executed.  Our  dii- 
courle  had  coldly  fpun  itfelf  out  to  a  length,  and  had 
began  to  fall  on  different  matters,  during  which  I 
thought  I  hearxi  fome  noife  in  my  fitter's  chamber, 
I  ftopped  fpeaking  to  lend  an  ear  to  it ;  it  is  nothing,, 
faid  Mr  de  Sercine,  you  ne^d  not  be  under  any  appre- 
henfions  for  her.  A  moment  after,  the  noife  re- 
doubling with  a  good  deal  of  ccnfufion,  I  could  hear 
the  voice  of  the  afflifled  Rofe,  who  caft  out  Ihrill  and 
piercing  cries,  calling  me  to  her  aid.  Perfidious 
monfters  !  cried  I  in  my  firft  tranfjwrts,  and  dif- 
engaging  myfelf  from  the  hands  of  Mr  de  Sercine^ 
who  made  fome  efforts  to  hold  me,  I  made  hafle  to 
gain  the  door  of  the  clofet.  My  filler  was  on  the 
other  fide,  endeavouring  to  open  it ;  I  obtained  my 
end  more  readily  than  fhe,  infomuch  that  having 
thrown  it  open,  I  found  on  the  other  fide  my  dear 
filter,  who  was  ready  to  fall  into  a  fwoon  in  my  arms. 
She  had  the  air  of  one  in  a  fright,  and  her  eyes  were 
brimful  of  tears.  Being  extremely  moved  with  this 
fpedtacle,  I  could  not  forbear  carting  out  bitter  re- 
proaches on  Madam  dc  Sercine,  who.  was  behind  her 
with  another  lady  and  fome  fervants*  Ah  1  cried  out 
Rofe,  what  has  Ihe  to  do  with  me,  and  by  what  right 
docs  (he  pretend  to  force  me  to  follow  her  ?  She  would 
have  me  leave  you,  and  go  with  her  to  St  Germain  ; 
and  upon  the  repulfe  I  gave  her  ihe  has  ihamelullyfet 
her  fervants  on  me  to  diag  nie  to  her  coach  whether 
I  would  or  not  ! 

Mr  de  Sercine  was  at  my  back,  and  immediately 
began  to  condemn  this  violence.     We  fuppofed,  faid 

he  to  his  wife,  that  Madam  — . would  confent  to 

follow  us  of  her  own  accord,  and  you  ought  not  to 
have  made  her  any  other  propofal.  Then  inviting  my 
filler  to  be  feaied,  he  conjured  her  not  to  be  under 
any  conltraint  in  conleiliug  her  true  fentiments :  I 
know,  faid  he,  to  whom  the  order  of  birth  obliges 
you,  and  I  am  not  at  all  furprized  to  find  in  a  virtu«ui 
young  lady  a  perfcdl  fubmiHlon  to  the  councils  of  Jui 
A  5  elder 
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elder  brother ;  but  you  have  on  your  fide  the  autho- 
rity of  the  King,  who  deigns  to  favour  your  inclina- 
tions ;  you  have  the  confent  of  another  brother, 
whom,  after  all,  you  ought  to  look  on  as  the  chief  and 
head  of  your  family,  feeing  it  is  upon  him  that  all 
the  rights  of  it  fall ;  fo  you  are  free  to  return  to  the 
choice  you  have  made,  and  with  which  you  heretofore 
appeared  very  well  contented.  The  heart  of  my 
Lord  Linch  is  rot  in  the  lead  changed.  He  has  de- 
manded you  of  the  King,  as  the  only  price  of  the 
fervices  he  has  done  that  Prince.  On  your  marriage 
depends  even  the  fortune  of  Mr  Dean,  for  whom  his 
Majefty  hath  promifed  to  make  an  honourable  efta- 
bliihment  on  this  condition.  Speak  without  fear; 
confent  to  your  felicity,  and  make  even  your  brother 
happy  whether  he  will  or  not. 

This  manner  of  fpesch  appeared  to  me  very  worthy 
cf  a  man  of  honour,  1  left  Rofe  to  the  care  of  de- 
fending herfelf.  She  had  time  to  recover  her  fpirita 
to  enable  he.r  to  explain  herfelf  without  any  embar- 
ralTment :  fo  that  fl..e  did  not  vrait  for  my  affiftance. 
She  declared  in  a  few  words  fo  plainly  her  invincible 
repugnance  for  my  Lord  Linch,  and  the  perplexity 
fhe  had  in  not  being  able  to  enter  more  fully  into  the 
King's  intentions,  that  Mr  de  Sercine  entirely  loft  all 
hopes.     He  had  a  difficulty,  neverthelefs,  to  recover 

from  his  furprize.    But,  Madam — ,  repeated  he 

over  and  over,  you  had  not  always  the  fame  averfion  ; 
I  have  feen  you  otherwife  difpofed  at  Soifibns  ;  my 
Lord  Linch  builds,  1  knov/,  upon  fome  promifes,  by 
which  you  have  bound  yourfelf  to  him  in  confideration 
of  the  pains  he  has  taken  to  procure  your  brother's 
hberty.  I  reproach  myfelf  for  them,  interrupted 
fhe  brifkly  ;  and  did  he  at  the  fame  time  tell  you 
"what  conditions  I  annexed  to  thefe  promifes  ?  I  con- 
fefs,  replied  Mr  de  Sercine,  that  this  adventure  per- 
plexes me.  Be  aflured,  that  far  from  thinking  to 
offer  you  any  violence,  1  fliould  have  excufed  myfelf 
from  the  commiffion  I  accepted,  if  my  Lerd  Linch 
had  not  informed  me,  that  it  was  to  do  you  fervice 
as  much  as  myfelf,  aad  to  deliver  you  from  the  ri- 

gorous^ 
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porous  tutelage  under  Which  you  groan  ;  for  Mr 
Dean,  added  he,  paiTes  for  a  man  whofe  maxini!^ 
are  a  Jlttlc  uneafy  to  a  ladv  of  your  age.  I  did  be- 
lieve, that  if  your  brother  made  any  difficulty  in 
correfponding  with  the  King's  goodnefs,  that  Madam 
de  Sercine  would  infallibly  prevail  on  you  to  take  witl> 
us  the  road  to  8t  Germain. 

While  he  fpoke  with  this  polkenefs,  I  did  no£ 
defire  to  mix  one  word  in  the  converfation,  being 
fully  fatisfied  to  fee  him  return  of  himfelf  to  that 
moderation,  which  he  had  departed  from  with  me. 
In  the  mean  time,  it  came  into  my  mind  to  profit 
fomething  by  this  alteration,  in  order  to  difcover  by 
what  artifice  we  had  been  betrayed.  I  fpoke  like 
a  man  recovered  from  my  fears,  and  who  began  to 
rely  upon  the  civilities  which  he  continued  to  heap 
upon  my  fifter.  Thefe  llratagems  of  a  lover,  faid 
he  to  me  fmiling,  leave  you  under  feme  vexation 
and  I  perceive  you  will  find  adifFicuIiy  in  pardoning 
my  Lord  Linch.  He  then  apprized  me  of  all  thofe 
circumftances  I  have  already  related,  and  in  which 
my  Lord  Linch  gloried  at  the  King's  couchee.  It 
was  without  the  participation  of  Mr  de  Sercine  that 
fhis  ralli  man  had  formed  the  defign  of  carrying  us; 
to  his  houfs  at  Ghatoux,  a  village  not  far  diftant 
from  St  Germain.  Having  comvnitted  the  care  or 
dealing  us  away  to  fome  perfons  devoted  to  him,  to 
whom  he  had  given  his  orders,  lie  appeared  boldly 
at  court,  where  he  difcovercd  his  intentions  not  only 
to  Mr  de  Sercine,  who  had  been  a  long  time  in  his 
interefts,  but  to  the  King  himfelf,  whom  he  had 
the  addrefs  to  bring  into  his  views  by  the  fpecious- 
turns  he  well  knew  how  to  give  to  his  pretenfions. 
This  Prince,  who  is  goodnei's  icitlf,  and  who  was 
pcrfuaded,  that  the  reli fiance  of  my  filler  prcc:eded 
cnly  from  my  councils,  looked  on  the  treachery 
with  which  he  charged  himfelf  very  freely,  as  an  ad- 
venture ol  gallantry,  and  the  projet!-^  of  the  mar- 
riage, as  an  enterprize  equally  profitable  for  her  and 
for  me,  by  the  advantages  which  would  redound  to 
|iofc>  and  by  thofu  he  propofcd  to  do  royfclf.  After 
A  6  havijig;, 
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having  proceeded  thele  lengths,  Linch  found  no  dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining  the  orders,  with  which  Mr  de 
Sercine  was  charged.  They  reckoned  at  St  Germain 
to  fee  Rofe  arrive  there  before  night;  and  ail  people 
who  were  favourable  to  Linch's  interefts,  had  not  the 
Jeaft  doubt  but  ihe  would  immediately  furrender  to 
the  attraSives  of  a  Ihining  fortune,  when  the  King 
fliould  interpofe  to  make  her  (hake  off  the  yoke  of 
my  authority. 

I  found  two  things  altogether  furprizing  in  this  re- 
lation ;  one  was,  that  my  Lord  Linch,  after  fo  many 
experiences  of  the  little  relifh  my  fifter  had  for  him, 
could  flatter  himfelf  that  he  might  yet  pleafe  her, 
and  freely  obtain  her  heart ;  for  it  could  be  nothing 
but  fuch  hopes  that  had  made  him  renounce  his^ 
former  defign  of  running  away  with  her,  in  order  to 
force  her  to  a  marriage  againft  her  will.  Might  he 
not  have  executed  that  fcheme  eafily,  when  he  had 
betrayed  us;  and  at  a  time  that  it  would  be  im- 
poffibie  for  m.e  to  feparate  myfeif  from  her  to  procure 
her  more  liberty  by  my  abfence,  could  all  my  ef- 
forts be  capable  of  giving  it  the  leaft  delay?  He  that 
will  not  with  me  look  upon  the  change  of  this  projc<ft 
as.  a  favour  from  Heaven,  who  watched  over  the 
protedlion  of  the  innocent  Kofe,  muft  acknowledge  in 
u  the  ftrange  power  of  felf-love  in  a  man  fierce  and 
hauiihty,  who  perhaps  fancied  that  no  woman  could 
refufe  fincerely  to  love  him,  or  who  thought  at  leaft 
his  triumph  certain,  when  he  had  the  liberty  openly 
to  attack  her  heart :  Unlefs  one  could  choofe  to  think 
from  what  he  told  me  in  Ireland,  that  by  another 
caprice  he  reckoned  it  as  nothing  to  be  beloved,  and 
that  after  the  example  of  his  father,  he  was  fatisfied 
to  poffefs  an  amiable  woman,  and  to  be  fure  at  the 
fame  time  of  her  prudence.  Under  this  fuppofition 
he  might  have  promifcd  himfelf  from  the  authority 
of  the  King  what  he  had  at  firrt  hoped  to  obtain  by 
force  ;  and  thofe  two  paths  being  capable  of  leading 
him  to  the  fame  end,  he  might  choofe  indiiFerenily 
either  one  or  the  other. 

But 
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But  I  was  no  lefs  aftoniftied,  that  after  two  dueb, 
the  firft  of  which  ought  even  yet  to  have  caufed  him 
fome  uneafinefs,  and  the  other  was  fo  frelh,  that  he 
could  not  be  fecure  againft  a  diJcovery,  that  neverthe- 
lefs  he  durft  (hew  himfsif  at  St  Germain,  and  engage 
in  another  outrage,  that  might  be.  looked  upon  with 
an  eye  more  ferious  by  the  laws  of  France,  than  by 
the  king  of  England  and  Mr  de  Sercine.  J  then  took 
up  a  terrible  opinion  of  this  furious  man,  whom  the 
thoughts  of  his  own  dangers  could  not  reftraln,  and 
giving  thanks  to  Heaven  for  the  favours  granted  to 
us,  I  demanded  of  Mr  de  Sercine,  if  we  had  the 
liberty  of  departing  from  his  houfe.  You  (hall  have 
that  liberty,  anfwered  he,  if  the  King  will  grant  it. 
I  (hall  not  confult  my  Lord  Linch  upon  fo  jult  an 
adion  ;  but  1  dare  not  fet  you  free,  added  he,  with- 
out receiving  the  King's  orders.  This  anfwer  made 
me  fear,  that  we  were  not  yet  at  the  end  of  this  per- 
feculion.  Tlie  eafinefs  of  the  King  might  augment 
the  daringneis  of  my  Lord  Linch,  and  make  him 
renew  the  projedh,  which  perhaps  were  only  fufpended* 
1  would  have  offered  to  appear  myfelf  in  the  pre- 
fence  ofthis  Prince  to  folicit  his  goodnefs  and  jufiice, 
if  I  had  not  been  fearful  of  leaving  my  filler  without 
defence.  There  was  (lill  lefsfafety  in  carrying  her  with 
fo  few  precautions  to  a  court,  where  fhe  had  not  yet 
appeared.  At  length,  Mr  de  bercine  being  difpofed 
to  leave  us,  I  prayed  hiai  only  to  reprefent  to  the 
King  the  regret  we  had  in  rot  being  able  to  obey  him 
in  an  affair  which  luckily  interelled  no  body  but 
ourfelves,  and  the  hopes  we  had  that  his  Majeftf 
would  vouchfafe  to  put  our  duties  to  other  proofs.  If 
you  arc  an  enemy  to  violence,  added  1,  you  will  not 
give  time  to  my  Lord  Linch  to  raife  us  up  new  trou- 
bles, and  will  employ  yourfelf  in  procuring  our  li- 
berty. My  filler  joined  her  inftanccs  to  mine  to  en- 
gage him  to  give  m  advice  immediately  of  fuch  a- 
greeable  news. 

Far  from  flattering  myfelf  that  our  prifon  was  fct 
open  after  their  departure,  I  thought  of  notr.ing  but 
GQiuinuing  about  iiofu  tg  iprtityhcr  agaiuit  u  thouiand 
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fears,  which  fhe  had  not  the  power  of  concealing' 
from  me.  In  recoUecling  every  thing  that  my  Lord 
Linch  might  have  gathered  from  our  converfation  in 
the  convent  parlour,  flie  had  no  doubt  but  that  the 
name  of  the  Count  de  S ,  having  been  often  men- 
tioned by  us,  he  might  eafiiy  conceive  that  he  had 
got  a  new  rival.  This  thought  made  her  tremble 
for  the  Count.  Think  you,  fays  flie,  that  he  will  be 
fpared  lefs  than  des  Pafles'  by  this  furious  madman,, 
^vho  is  not  capable  of  refpeding  any  body,  and  who 
makes  a  jeft  of  fpiiiing  other  peoples  blood  as  well  as 
his  own  ?  To  what  pafs  am  I  reduced,  if  1  muft  have 
this  monfter  ince/Tantly  watching  my  (leps,  and  ready 
to  mafTacre  every  thing  that  can  love  or  pleafe  me  ? 
But  w^hat  will  the  Count  think,  added  (he,  when 
feeing  his  coach  return  without  us,  he  (hall  be  in- 
formed by  his  fervants,  that  we  did  not  wait  their 
coming,  and  that  we  departed  with  fo  much  indif- 
ference for  his  repofe,  that  we  did  not  even  vouchfafe 
to  give  him  notice  of  it  ?  Is  he  not  in  the  right  to 
form  fuch  an  idea  ?  What  will  then  become  of  him» 
if  my  misfortunes  fhould  give  him  caufe  to  fufpedt 
that  I  am  in  the  power  of  his  rival,  and  that  I  have 
nothing  but  the  protedion  of  Heaven  to  defend  me  ? 
All  thefe  refiedlions  occurred  to  me  as  well  as  to  her, 
and  I  found  them  fo  juft,  that  I  could  not  defend 
myfelf  from  thofe  inquietudes  they  were  capable  of 
raifing  in  me.  Neverthelefs,  the  duties  of  our  fex 
being  always  to  comfort  the  weaknefs  of  women 
in  charging  ourfelves  with  the  greateft  part  of  the 
burden,  I  confoled  her  by  the  loofe  and  empty 
maxims  of  fortitude  and  patience,  and  by  the  promife 
of  heavenly  aiTiftance,  which  fooner  or  later  never 
fails  innocence. 

It  was  upon  this  occafion,  that  confidering  my 
Impotence  of  forming  the  lead  enterprize  for  her 
relief,  I  refle«Jted  how  indecent  it  was  for  a  church- 
man to  mix  himfelf  voluntarily  in  adventures,  of 
which  his  profeilion  does  not  permit  him  to  bear  a 
part  in  all  the  circumftances,  or  to  enter  into  all  the 
foiifs^^uences,    A  ipaa  of  the  blade,  v/ho  met  with 
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no  oth^r  refiftance  to  vanquiih  than  locks  and  bolts, 
and  a  fmail  number  of  fervants,  would  all  at  one 
ftroke  furmount  obitacles  fo  feeble  ;  and  George,  for 
example,  in  my  place,  would  not  leave  Rofe  a  moment 
under  the  embarra/Tment  from  whence  (he  burns  to  be 
delivered.  But  the  decorum  of  my  ftate,  that  gra- 
vity and  modefty,  that  is  become  habitual  to  me^ 
patience  and  love  of  peace,  w^hich  I  have  been  taught 
from  my  youth  to  regard  as  virtues  effential  to  my 
condition,  have  obliged  me  to  rejed  every  thing 
that  bears  the  lead  refemblance  to  violence.  Why 
then  ftiould  I  expofe  myfelf  to  opportunities  in  which 
all  my  rules  are  entirely  ufelefs  ?  What  bufmefs  have  I 
here,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  in  taking  up  thefe  thoughts^ 
What  part  is  this  for  the  head  of  a  parifh  to  perfonatCj^ 
to  find  himfelf  run  away  with  and  imprifoned  in  & 
love-adventure  ?  If  it  be  true,  that  I  can  con- 
tribute nothing  to  my  liberty,  is  it  lefs  true, 
that  I  ought 'not  to  have  expofed  myfelf  to  the 
lofs  of  it  ?  But  notwithftanding  every  thing  was 
upright  and  innocent  in  my  views  and  fentiments  ; 
every  thing  was  ju(l  and  prudent  in  my  conduct ; 
they  were  even  the  duties  of  religion  that  made  me 
take  thofe  meafures,  by  which  it  may  unhappily  come 
to  pafs  that  poflTibly  religion  may  be  wounded.  What 
other  refource  have  1,  added  I,  than  to  comfort 
myfelf  by  the  integrity  of  my  intentions,  and  to  wait 
for  the  time  of  Heaven,  who  will  draw  me  up  the 
precipice  down  which  he  has  fuffered  me  to  fall  ? 

Preparations  for  fupper  interrupted  this  forrowful 
medley  of  difcourfe  and  meditations.  We  were  de- 
fired  to  fit  down  to  table.  Rofe  protefled  flie  had  no 
appetite,  and  the  grief  in  which  I  faw  her  plunged, 
being  as  capable  of  taking  away  mine,  we  were  about 
ordering  the  table  to  be  cleared,  when  hearing 
many  perfons  tumultuoufly  coming  up  flairs,  two 
fervants  in  waiting  fuddcnly  left  us  to  inquire  into> 
the  caufe  of  the  noife.  They  were  fcarce  out  of 
the  apartment,  when  I  heard  many  voices  crying 
out  all  together,  Stand.  This  commotion  would 
have  raifcd  ia  us  a  cruel  perplexity,  had  wc  had  time 

to 
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to  give  ourfelves  up  to  it;  but  we  were  ftruck  imme- 
xJiately  with  a  fight  the  moft  proper  in  the  world  to 
cure  all  other  thoughts  but  thofe  of  joy*  We  faw 
enter  boldly,  whom  ?  The  Count  of  S  ,  and- 

my  brother  George.  I'hey  were  armed  in  a  war- 
like manner,  and  followed  by  feven  or  eight  perfons 
arrayed  like  them,  llofe  fell  down  in  a  fwoon  for 
joy  and  amazement,  I  confefs,  that  under  the  fur- 
prize  I  felt  myfelf,  all  my  fpirits  were  for  fome  mo- 
ments in  the  utmoft  confufion. 

Having  run  over  with  my  eyes  every  one  m^ 
the  chamber,  they  appeared  to  me  to  wonder  at 
finding  us  alone,  and  as  it  were  difpofed  to  eat 
quietly  a  very  elegant  fupper.  At  length  running  to 
the  afliftance  of  Rofe,  upon  whom  they  perceived  the 
effect  their  prefence  had  produced,  they  were  not 
long  in  bringing  her  to  herfelf.  But  before  they 
woiiid  fatisfy  the  eagernefs  we  had  to  fpeak  to  them 
and  hear  them,  they  afked  us,  if  we  had  any  other 
enemies  in  the  houfe  but  fervantSi  Although  1  was 
contented  enough  with  their  fervices  to  give  them 
a  better  name,  I  anfwered,  that  they  were  at  moft 
only  to  be  called  our  guards,  and  that  1  faw  nobody 
with  them.  My  brother  ordered  his  fervants,  whom 
he  had  left  below,  to  treat  them  with  good  temper 
and  mildnefs,  and  contented  himfelf  with  putting  a 
centinel  at  the  gate. 

Being  no  longer  able  to  refift  the  defire  I  had  of 
learning  from  them  the  bottom  of  an  adventure  fa 
ftrange,  I  prelTed  them  to  give  us  that  fatisfadion  im- 
mediately. I  even  exaded  from  them  to  fufpendfor 
a  moment  the  carelfes  they  were  impatient  to  (hew 
Rofe.  The  Count,  upon  whom  the  trouble  of  making 
this  recital  fell,  put  a  high  value  on  the  facrifice  to 
which  I  ob'iged  him.  In  the  mean  time,  his  eyes  be- 
ing employed  in  making  him  amends  for  his  lofs  by  a 
thoufandpaffionate  looks,  he  began  by  informing  us 
of  thofe  particulars,  which  his  generofity  had  hitherto 
left  me  in  ignorance  of;  that  being  interefted  in 
the  fate  of  my  brother  froni  the  firft  account  he  had 
of  his  roisfortunej  he  had  never  ceafcd  to  folicit  his 

pardoa 
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pardon  by  a  great  number  of  powerful  friends^ 
that  in  truth  the  fame  reafon  that  had  hindered  him 
from  declaring  himielf  earlier  the  lover  o{  Rofe,  did 
not  permit  him  to  make  a  noife  with  his  folicitations  ; 
but  that  having  obferved  fewer  meafures  from  the 
time  he  had  opened  his  mind  to  me  in  the  cloifters  of 
the  Carthufians,  he  had  pulhed  that  affair  with  fuch 
good  fortune,  as  to  obtain  all  the  concefTions  from 
the  court  they  could  well  grant,  which  was  a 
fecret  permillion  to  favour  my  brother's  efcape  ;  that 
having  communicated  the  fame  to  the  governor  of 
the  baftjie,  who  was  one  of  his  beft  friends,  they 
had  agreed  upon  the  time  and  means  of  the  execu* 
tion  :  That  the  day  was  fixed  at  too  great  a  diftance, 
but  having  refleded,  that  nothing  could  more  agree* 
ably  furprize  us  upon  his  arrival  at  his  eitate,  nof 
give  him  a  more  uncontroverted  merit  with  George, 
than  to  rejoin  us  at  a  time  we  leaft  thought  of  ia 
a  fafe  and  pleafant  retreat,  he  had  ventured  the 
fame  day  to  prefs  the  governor  fo  earneftly,  that  he 
confented  to  come  into  his  meafures  that  evening; 
that  it  gave  him  an  extreme  joy  in  going  to  receive 
my  brother  in  a  poft-chaife,  to  be  the  fird  to  com* 
pliment  him  upon  his  liberty,  and  at  length  to  con- 
dud  him  diredtly  to  his  eftate,  where  he  had  difcover- 
ed  to  him  all  his  hopes,  and  the  promife  we  had  made 
him  to  be  in  the  fame  place  that  evening. 

But  fancy  to  yourfelves,  faid  he,  how  great  my 
aftonifhment  and  defpair  muft  be,  when  having  paft 
a  part  of  the  evening  in  waiting  for  you,  I  law  a 
perfon  arrive  to  whom  I  had  given  it  in  charge  to  re- 
ceive you  out  of  the  convent.  1  difcovered  a  fliare  of 
ihe  truth  by  his  embarraflinpnt.  He  told  me,  that 
having  learned  from  the  porter  that  you  had  gone  off 
half  an  hour  before,  and  being  informed  of  all  the 
circumftances  of  your  departure,  he  was  amazed  to 
find  fuch  a  difference  between  what  had  happened,  and 
the  orders  he  had  received  from  me :  that  it  wag 
with  one  man  alone  wiih  whom  you  had  gone 
away,  who  had  inquired  for  Mr  Dean  in  my  name ; 
and  that  thecouvenieocy  he  had  for  your  journey  was 
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a  hired  coach.  That  yon  got  into  it  immediately  ift 
a  travelling  drefs  with  your  chamber-maid  and  your 
t 'unks.  In  fine,  confounded  to  fee  his  commiflioa 
already  fo  exadlly  executed,  although  he  had  not  re- 
ceived my  orders  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before, 
he  was  for  a  long  time  perplexed  to  difcover  fome 
light  to  clear  up  this  niydery,  but  not  receiving  any 
fatisfadory  account,  he  told  rae,  he  had  taken  the 
refolution  to  inquire  the  meaning  of  it  from  my- 
felf. 

We  were  all  fo  ftartled  at  the  ftory,  continued  the 
Count,  that  without  the  leail  hefitation  v/e  deter- 
mined in  two  words  immediately  to  go  to  Paris,  1 
remen?Jjercd  the  fubjedls  of  alarm  you  had  imparted 
to  me.  My  firft  care  on  my  arrival  there  v^as  to 
fend  one  of  my  fervants  to  your  lodgings.  They 
anfwered  him,  that  you  were  gone  for  fome  time  to 
the  country.  My  fear  increafing,  I  was  caft  into  de- 
fpair,  becaufe  the  night  had  robbed  me  of  all  expe* 
dients  for  following  my  impatience.  I  was  obliged  to 
wait  till  next  day.  I  was  myfelf  about  going  this^ 
morning  to  your  lodgings,  from  whence  I  was  in; 
hopes  of  drawing  fome  little  light,  when  I  was  in- 
formed that  your  valet  defired  to  fee  me  inftantljr. 
He  was  in  a  condition  to  raife  one's  pity,  dirty,  dir*- 
iigiiied,  finking  under  grief  and  wearinefs.  Without 
giving  me  time  to  afk  him  a  queftion,  he  told  me, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  that  you  were  ftolen  away  by 
fome  treachery,  and  that  he  could  fufpetfl:  nobody  for 
it  but  my  Lord  Linch.  A  thoufand  qaeitions,  which  I 
afked  him  all  in  a  breath,  would  have  given  me  but  lit- 
tle infight  into  the  matter,  if  the  boy,  who  appear- 
ed to  be  zealous  and  affedlionate  fn  your  fervice^ 
and  who  gave  me  room  to  judge  from  the  manner  he 
had  told  his  ftory,  that  you  repofed  fome  truft  in 
him,  had  not  prayed  me  to  give  him  the  liberty  to 
anfwer  with  more  order.  He  faid,  that  you  had  wait- 
ed at  the  convent  for  the  coach  and  guide  I  had 
promifed  you  ;  one  came  to  give  you  notice  of  their 
arrival,  and  you  fuffered  yourfelves  to  be  carried  off 
without  the  Isafl  miflruft.  But  you  had  fcarce  got  out 
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of  the  fuburbs  of  St  Honore,  when  four  armed 
horfemen,  whom  the  darknefs  did  not  hinder  him 
from  knowing  to  be  the  fervants  of  my  Lord  Linch, 
overtook  the  coach,  and  one  of  them  coming  clofs 
up  to  him,  drew  out  a  poinard,  and  ordertd  him  to 
come  down  without  noife,  if  he  had  not  a  mind  to  be 
ftabbed  in  a  thoufand  places.  He  gave  way  to  force- 
Two  of  the  horfemen  remained  to  guard  him,  till  the 
coach  had  got  at  a  certain  diftance,  and  then  leaving 
him  alone  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  they  galloped  off 
to  overtake  their  companions.  The  hopes  of  get- 
ting upon  their  track  made  this  faithful  lad  walk 
at  a  great  rate  as  far  as  St  Germain,  inquiring  af- 
ter them  from  every  perfon  he  met  on  the  road  ;  bpt 
thofe  who  had  feen  them  pafs  were  not  able  to  give 
any  account  where  they  flopped,  and  he,  being  out 
of  all  hopes  of  overtaking  them,  returned  at  the  fame 
late  to  inform  me  of  your  misfortune.  He  came  to 
nie  this  morning  at  day-break,  and  not  being  igno- 
rant, fays  he,  of  the  intereft  I  took  in  your  fafety, 
he  thought  it  proper  to  give  me  an  account  of  this 
unlucky  accident. 

The  uncertainty  what  road  you  had  taken,  pur- 
fued  the  Count,  was  the  folc  realbn  tliat  could  fuf- 
pend  our  transports  a  moment.  We  (hould  immedi- 
ately have  gotten  to  horfc,  we  (hould  have  purfucd 
you  upon  the  track,  we  Ihould  at  lead  have  gotten 
out  of  Pa»  is  by  the  fame  gate  ;  but  where  ihould 
we  go  to,  when  we.  were  ignorant  on  what  fide  to 
begin  our  fearch  ?  This  cruel  perplexity  put  it  into 
my  mind  to  fend  abr^ut  to  all  the  hirers  of  coaches 
to  difcovcr  the  coachman  who  had  carried  you,  and 
to  learn  of  him  where  he  had  fet  you  down.  I  hug- 
ged myfelf  lor  this  expedient,  and  being  fortified  by 
an  order  from  the  civil  Magiftrate,  1  immediately  puc 
all  my  domefticks  in  motion.  As  to  your  fervant» 
having  learned  from  himfelf  that  he  knew  my  Lord 
Linch's  lodgings  and  his  people,  I  charged  him  to 
get  information,  as  if  by  the  bye,  and  witliout  appear- 
ing to  be  over-curious  in  the  matter,  of  every  tiling 
that  might  help  to  difcovcr  his  dcfigns.     He  fpoke 
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of  bringing  him  to  juftice  for  des  Pe/Tcs's  murdef? 
but  we  forbid  him  taking  any  fteps  nnv/orthy  of  usy 
or  which  at  leaft  ought  to  be  referved  for  the  laft  ex- 
tremity. I  cannot  guefs  the  meaning  why  we  did  not 
get  another  fight  of  him  during  the  whole  day.. 
^  ^  Wha-tever  diiigence  my  fervants  ufed  in  "the  execu- 
tion  of  my  orders,  they  could  not  difcover  what 
they  were  in  queft  of  till  the  evening.  They  brought 
to  us  your  coachman,  who  without  any  importuni- 
ty informed  us,  that  he  had  fet  you  down  at  Chatoux  ^ 
and  his  own  curiofuy  having  made  him  inquire  there 
who  was  the  mafter  of  that  houfe,  he  told  it  us  with, 
the  fame  franknefs.  What  we  found  difficult  to  believ© 
upon  his  teftimony  v/as  the  readinefs  and  air  of  con- 
fenc  with  which  he  affared  us  you  had  fuifcred  your- 
felves  to  be  carried  away  ;  but  doubclefs  you  v/ere- 
ignorant  of  the  defign  of  your  journey,  and  the  road^ 
you  took.  What  mu/l  have  been  your  frights  when 
you  came  to  underlland  them!  Ours  indeed  vanifhed 
when  we  knew  you  were  in  the  houfe  of  Mr  de 
Sercine ;  we  had  no  difficulty  in  perfuading  our- 
felves,  that  you  had  no  infult  to  fear  in  the  houfe  of 
a  man  of  honour.  Neverthelefs,  the  importunities  of 
my  Lord  Linch  being  of  themfelves  able  to  raife  you 
great  vexation,  and  we  imagining  befides  that  your 
liberty  might  coft  us  fome  effort,  we  thought  it 
but  pruderce  not  to  go  without  taking  proper  precau- 
tions to  affiire  us  of  being  matters  here.  I  armed 
all  my  domeftick;^.  My  refolution  was  upon  our 
firft  entrance  to  fecure  my  Lord  Linch,  whom  L' 
fupjDoftd  to  be  with  you,  and  to  have  him  guarded 
for  iome  hours  by  my  fervants,  to  punifli  him  by  this 
fright  for  that  he  has  given  you.  I  have  with  me 
a  coach  and  fix,  that  might  carry  you  during  that 
time  to  my  caflle,  efcortcd  by  a  party  of  my  peo- 
ple, and  when  I  thought  it  feafonable  to  give  my 
Lord  Linch  his  liberty,  I  (houid  have  given  him  to 
underftand  in  ofFermg  fuch  fatisfad;  on  as  he  might 
require,  that  a  Frenchman  is  an  enemy  to  artifice 
or  tricks,  and  that  they  take  more  refpedful  ways 
to  obtaia  what  they  love.     jBut  we  have  been  very 

agreeably 
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agVeeably  furprized,  added  the  Count,  to  fee  a  pro- 
found tranquillity  reigning  here,  and  to  find  only  one 
fepvant  at  the  gate,  whom  fear  made  confefs  thitt 
you  had  been  in  this  houfe  fince  yeflerday  evening. 

By    the   time   he  had   fiaifhed   this  relation,   and 
that  Rofe  and  I  began  to  give  thanks  to  our  dear  de- 
liverers,  I  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  my  va- 
let, who   came  in  without  giving  any  notice,    and 
was  at  firft  obliged  to  reft  himfelf  fome  moments,  be- 
ing quite  out  of  breath.     This  fcene  having  drawn 
all  our  attention,  I  preiTed   him  to  explain  the  fub- 
jciH:   of  his  fo  great  hafle.     Yes.  faid  he  in  a  kind 
of  tranfport,  which  difcovered    the  joy  he  had    in 
feeing  us  again,  I  have  admirable  events  to  tell  you; 
but   firft  confider  together  what  reception   you  will 
^ive  my  Lord  Linch,  who  is  perhaps  not -above  two 
hundred  paces  from  this  houfe.     An  information  of 
this  nature  demanded  in   reality  ail  our  reflexions  ; 
the  aftonilhment  it  gave  us  made  us  immediately  caft 
our  eyes  upon   one  another,  as  it   were   to  confulc 
iiow  we   Ihould   condud  ourfelves   in  this  bufinefs>. 
•Is   he   attended,    afked   the   Count  ?    Jacin,   fo    was 
my   valet  called,  affured  m,  that  he   was  on  horfe- 
back,  he  and  four  others,  and  was  followed  by  a  chaife 
with  two  empty  places  in  it,  which  retarded  a  little 
his   march.     After   a   momsni's   confideration,    the 
Count  was  of  opinion,  that  being  ftronger   in  for- 
ces than  lie,  we  ought  to  wait   lor  him  quietly,  and 
give  him  a   free   entrance  into  the  houfe,  to  have 
the  picafure  of  feeing  his  afloniftiment  at  finding  us 
here  in  fuch  numbers.    However,  immediately  to  take 
from   him  all    hopes   of  fucceeding   by    violence,  he 
gave  orders  to  his  Icrvants  to  keep  in  the  court,  with 
their  horfes,  and  to  return  immediat''ly  to  the  apart- 
ment as  r)on  as  he   Ihould  get  into  it.     We  waited 
■quietly  the  elTecl  of  this  rdolution. 

Jacin,  of  whom    I   demandfd   a  farther   account, 

told  us,  that  having  left  the  Count  de  S ,  he  went, 

.icc(<rUmg  to  orders,  to  the  houfe  where  my  Lord 
Liiicii  l<iu^ed,  and  tLaf  bcmg  informed  he  was  at  St 
Ccrmiun)hc,-out  oi  luady  ioroicdthe  plan  ci  a  itr«- 

tagcai 
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tagem,  which  fucceeded  beyond  his  expecftation.  It 
is  ftrange,  fays  he,  drolling  with  a  good  -grace,  for 
a  man  of  his  fort,  that  thefe  rich  Lords  fliould  with 
impunity  come  to  France  to  kill  and  run  away  with 
us.  We  would  not  willingly  become  informers,  be- 
caufe  we  have  too  much  greatnefs  of  foul  to  difgrace 
ourfelves  by  fuch  bafenefs  ;  but  yet  not  having  lefs 
wit,  we  are  here  ready  with  addrefs  enough  to  put 
thofe  out  of  countenance,  who  have  given  us  fo  much 
vexation.  He  continued  to  tell  us  more  ferioully,  that 
he  had  gone  to  St  Germain,  and,  having  fought  an 
opportunity  to  fee  Linch,  he  found  one  immediately. 
Linch  made  a  fign  to  him  to  come  near,  and  appear- 
ing to  be  furprized  to  fee  him  without  me,  he  afk- 
ed  him  the  reafon  of  it.  He  having  prepared  his 
part,  made  heavy  lamentations  of  my  cruelty  to 
him,  and  pretending  to  have  left  my  fervice  a  few 
days  before  on  occafioa  of  fome  difference,  of  which 
he  gave  him  the  hiftory,  he  begged  his  recommen- 
dation to  fome  of  his  friends.  In  the  end,  appear- 
ing to  be  amazed  to  find  him  in  fuch  tranquillity  at 
St  Germain,  but  my  Lord,  faid  he,  X  fee.  you  here 
fo  carelefs  of  your  danger,  that  it  makes  me  trem- 
ble for  you.  Are  you  ignorant  that  the  officers  of 
the  law  are  in  fearch  for  you  in  every  corner  of 
Paris  ?  Somebody  has  given  information  that  it  is 
you  who  killed  Mr  des  PefTes,  and  his  friends  have 
fet  all  the  guards  of  the  Marfhalfea  upon  the  hunt 
for  you.  This  piece  of  intelligence  made  him  turn  pale. 
His  firft  duel  had  not  been  attended  by  many  ill 
-confequences ;  becaufe  having  retired  immediately 
to  the  callle  of  St  Germain,  the  confideration  of  the 
King  had  obliged  the  officers  of  juftice  to  obferve 
fome  refpefl-,  and  nobody  app-aring  to  profecute 
him,  the  affair  was  hulh'd  up  of  itfelf,  and  the  ra- 
ther when  the  folicitations  fet  on  foot  for  my  bro- 
ther had  difpofed  the  court  to  fome  indulgence. 
He  had  the  boldnefs  to  appear  publicly  after  he  had 
recovered  of  his  wounds,  and  that  the  fame  reafons 
had  clofed  up  the  eyes  of  Juftice.  But  apprehend- 
ing that  the  death  of  des  Pelfes  was  a  thing  much 

more 
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mere  ferious,  and  being  encouraged  till  now  to  flatter 
himfelf,  that  as  the  matter  was  fecretly  tranfaifled,  it 
might  always  remain  undifffovered,  he  began  to  re- 
flet on  the  greatnefs  of  the  danger.  Follow  me, 
faid  he  to  Jacin,  and  gaining  immediately  the  caf- 
tle,  he  began  to  interrogate  him  more  carefully  up- 
on what  he  had  heard.  Jacin  fpared  nothing  to  re- 
double his  frights.  At  length  having  confidered  a 
long  time ;  You  may  be  ul'eful  to  me,  faid  he,  and 
you  fliall  be  liberally  rewarded  ;  I  will  come  to 
you  here  again  in  a  few  moments.  He  gave  orders, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  one  of  his  fervants  to  get  ready 
his  horfes  and  chaife,  and  going  up  to  the  King's 
apartment,  where  he  did  not  ftay  above  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  he  came  back  again  to  Jacin.  Hear 
me,  faid  he,  the  King  has  commanded  me  for  Ire- 
land, and  I  think  the  voyage  neceffary.  I  would  b2 
gone  this  moment,  if  I  did  not  wait  for  Mr  de  Ser- 
cine,  with  whom  1  have  fomebuHncfs  to  fettle.  Take 
port,  added  he,  putting  fome  louidores  in  Jacin's 
hand,  go  and  find  out  my  maitre  d'hotel  at  Paris, 
and  bid  him  come  immediately  with  you  to  receive 
my  orders  at  Mr  de  Sercine's  at  Chatoux  ;  you  may- 
be affiired  of  finding  me  there  at  your  return.  Be 
faithful.  The  night,  which  was  near  approaching, 
came  on  opportunely  to  favour  us.  _  Jacin  left  him 
fatisfied  enough  with  what  he  had  heard,  and  turned 
over  to  the  high  road  all  deliberations  upon  the 
lights  he  would  willingly  draw  for  difcovering  where 
we  were,  when  he  faw  Mr  de  Sercine's  coach  come 
up,  which  drove  forward  to  Chatoux.  He  obfcrved 
the  hafte  Linch  was  in  to  make  this  gentleman  alight, 
with  whom  he  went  afide  immediately.  While  they 
were  in  private  converfation,  Jacin  dextercufly  e- 
noiigh  entered  into  difcourfe  with  fome  of  the  fer- 
vants attending  the  coach,  and  having  already  mif- 
trufted  from  this  appearance  of  fo  much  fecrecy, 
that  Mr  de  Sercine  had  fome  fhare  in  the  intrigue, 
he  had  no  difficulty  to  draw  a  difcovery  from  the 
fervants,  who  were  lefs  on  their  guard  than  he,  and 
to  whom  befidcs  Mr  de  Sercine  had  no  reafon  to 

recommend 
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recommend  it  as  a  fecret.  Being  overwhelmed  with 
joy  for  having  fo  luckily  difcovered  our  retreat, 
the  journey  of  my  Lord  Linch  to  Chatoux  began  to 
be  altogether  fufpicious  to  him.  Why  fo  much  dili- 
gence here  the  moment  he  pretended  to  go  for  Ire- 
land ?  He  had  a  mind  alfo  to  acquaint  himfelf  fur- 
ther with  the  meafures  he  was  about  taking  for  his 
departure.  So  not-being  in  hafte  to  be  gone,  he  wait- 
ed till  the  converfation  with  Mr  de  Sercine  was  at  an 
end,  and  when  Linch,  furprized  to  fee  htm  there, 
prefTed  him  to  get  on  horfeback,  and  renewed  the  fame 
orders  to  him,  he  pretended  to  ride  off,  but  return- 
ing again  without  being  perceived,  he  found  time 
to  examine  in  what  Voiture  and  with  what  atten- 
dance our  ravifher  was  about  to  go  off.  He  took 
neverthelefs  time  enough  before-hand  to  aflure  him- 
felf of  being  at  Chatoux  before  him,  with  a  refolu- 
tion,  as  he  faid,  forthwith  to  demand  aid  of  the  heads 
of  the  village,  if  he  perceived  we  Ihould  be  expofed 
to  the  leaft  danger. 

I  am  perfuaded,  added  he,  after  this  relation,  that 
the  enemy  is  not  far  off;  although  it  muft  be  confet 
fed  he  exaggerated  a  little  in  faying  at  firft  that  he  was 
not  dillant  above  two  hundred  paces  from  us.    But  I 
admire,  added  he,  that  you  have  not  given  attention 
•to  this  empty  chaife  that  he  brought  with  him.    Y!)q 
you  believe  that  being  on  the  point  of  going  for  Ire- 
land, his  defign  was  not  to  find  a  place  for  Mademoi- 
felle  Rofe  in  it  ?  This  reflexion  feemed  to  be  ig^or- 
tant  enough  to  give  us  room  to  reproach  ourfelves  for 
fuffering  it  to  efcape  us.     I  imagined  myfelf,  that  if 
he  came  upon  fuch  a  black  projed:,  he  would  not 
ftand  in   awe  of  numbers,  and  that  in   his  defpair 
he  would  have  ralhnefs  enough  to  riik  every  thing. 
The  Count  and   ray   brother  laughed  at  my  fears  ; 
neverthelefs,  I  ir.fifted  abfolutely  for  the  fafety  of  my 
fifter,    that  (he  fiiould    not  remain  in  the  chamber 
where  we  propofed  to  receive  him,  and  it  being  as 
improper  that  Jacin  fhould  appear  in  it  before  hira,  I 
£iiade  them  both  walk  into  mine. 

The 
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The  Count,  who  was  too  much  provoked  eafily  to 
pardon  fuch  odious  proceedings  in  his  rival,  formed 
another  dcfign  without  imparting  it  to  us.  He  lefc 
us  under  fome  pretext,  and  went  down  flairs  to  change 
the  orders  he  had  given  tohisfervants.  Inftead  of  mak- 
ing them  wait  in  the  court,  he  direded  that  none  of 
them  fliould  continue  ther^  t©  give  one  room  to  judge 
that  the  houfe  was  fo  well  defended  ;  to  the  end  that 
my  Lord  Linch  might  enter  into  it  without  any  diffi- 
dence. He  ordered  that  all  the  horfes,  not  excepting 
thofe  of  his  coach,  fliould  be  fhut  up  in  the  ftabk> 
and  that  all  his  fervants  (only  one  to  wait  at  the  gate, 
and  fliut  it  foftly  on  Linch  after  he  had  got  in)  fhould 
attend  within  the  houfe  at  the  foot  of  the  ftairs» 
where  he  was  refolved  to  appear  at  their  head.  Kis 
view,  as  he  explained  it  to  us  afterwards,  was  to  feizc 
the  bold  ravifker,  and  to  leave  hira  in  fufpence,  whe- 
ther .he  had  not  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  law  : 
he  would  have  left  him  only  one  of  his  fervants,  and 
iiave  placed  him  in  the  chaife  with  him,  havinjj 
firft  interrogated  him  upon  all  the  circnmftances  of 
his  defign,  an'd  would  have  committed  him  to  the 
charge  of  four  of  the  Count's  own  fervants  to  con- 
dud  him  to  Dieppe,  who  fhould  force  him  to  embark 
there  for  Ireland,  by  threatening  to  put  him  into  the 
bands  of  juflice,  fhould  he  attempt  giving  them  any 
trouble  by  the  leaft  refiftance. 

This  manner  of  revenging  himfelf  not  woundfnij 
any  law,  I  found  no  great  difficulty  in  approving  it; 
but  the  adventure  took  another  turn.  The  CounC 
had  not  been  more  than  a  moment  above  Qairs,  when 
my  Lord  Linch  appeared  at  the  gate.  '\\\i  fight  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  horfes,  which  they  had  not  time 
to  put  out  of  the  way,  and  a  multitude  of  fervants, 
who  were -in  motion  in  the  court,  raifed  in  him  all 
thofc  notions  which  my  valet  had  endeavoured  to  fill 
him  with  at  St  Germain.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that 
they  were  {o  many  Archers  of  the  Maifhalfea,  v/ho 
had  come  to  Chatoux  to  furprize  hitu.  This  thought 
made  him  refolve  to  trud  to  the  fpecd  of  his  horfe, 
and   he  fled  away,  crying  out    to  bik   fervants  to- 
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follow.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Count's  fervants  per- 
ceiving his  cfcape,  and  fretting  that  they  had  not 
more  fuccefsfully  executed  their  mafter's  orders,  per- 
fuaded  themfelves,  that  in  order  to  repair  their  ne- 
gligence, they  ought  inftaritiy  to  purfue  him  on  the 
track,  and  ufc  all  their  endeavours  to  come  up  with 
him.  Their  horfes  were  ready  bridled  and  faddled, 
they  mounted  in  a  hiarry,  and  followed  full  fpeed  on 
that  fide,  where  they  as  yet  heard  th€  noife  of  the 
runaways. 

We  were  net  apprized  of  this  incident  till  after 
they  were  gone.  The  Count,  much  vexed  to  fee  his 
prey  efcape  out  of  his  hands,  and  more  alarmed  yet 
at  the  purpofcs  of  his  fervants,  whofe  zeal  though 
he  was  convinced  of,  yet  he  was  not  fati^fied  that  it  was 
accompanied  with  over  much  prudence,  continued 
in  an  extreme  confternation  until  their  return.  I 
was  not  lefs  dillurbed  in  my  mind  ;  but  was  much 
more  furprized  to  fee  my  brother  the  only  perfon  who 
appeared  unconcerned,  and  who  obferving  a  ftridt 
filence  upon  every  thing  that  paffed  before  his  eyes, 
feeraed  to  afFeft  not  to  take  any  part  in  thefe  ad- 
ventures. I  remarked  this  to  him  with  fome  concern. 
He  anfwered  me  fmiling,  that  1  was  ignorant  how 
delicate  the  part  was  that  he  was  under  a  neceility  of 
fuftaining.  You  do  not  know,  faid  he,  that,  befides 
the  confent  1  have  given  in  writing  to  my  fifter's 
marriage  with  Linch,  that  ralh  man  addrefled  me  the 
day  before  yefterday  to  engage  me  in  a  new  ftep, 
which  I  find  at  prefent  contrary  to  all  my  inclinati- 
ons. Having  rep-£fented  to  me  in  a  fair  light  all 
the  advantages,  that  he  was  reiblved  to  heap  upoa 
my  filler,  he  gave  me  the  articles  containing  them 
iigned  with  his  hand,  to  which  he  added  for  me  an 
annuity  of  two  thoufand  crowns  for  my  life.  It 
\i  true,  continued  George,  that,  dazzled  with  thefe 
proraifes,  and  not  having  the  oppotvunity  of  talking 
to  you  for  iome  days,  1  confirmed  the  word  J  had 
given  him  not  to  (^^'^o^t  myfelf  to  his  prctcnfions,  and 
out  of  tne  m^ny  ways  he  propofed  to  me  of  crown- 
ing them  with  fuccefs,  I   elcepted   only   violence. 

From 
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From  hence,  in  all  appearance,  he  has  taken  the  oc- 
cafion  of  renewing  his  fuit  at  the  court  of  St  Ger- 
main }  you  need  not  doubt,  added  aiy  brother,  bun 
that  I  put  a  vaft  difference  between  the  Count  and 
him,  and  that  my  prefent  inclinations  agree  with 
yours ;  but  bound  as  I  am  with  my  promifes,  I  find 
an  embarrairment  in  my  fituation,  and  could  wifh  at 
leaft,  in  order  to  think  myfeif  authorized  to  break 
them,  that  Linch  would  prove  unfaithful  to  his. 

While  he  held  me  in  this  difcourfe,  and  that  I 
was  ready  to  give  an  eafy  anfvver  to  it,  we  were  m- 
formed  of  the  arrival  of  a  meiTenger  from  Mr  de 
Sercine.  This  gentleman  had  not  forgot  the  earneft 
intreaties  I  made  him  to  acqaaint  us  with  the  King's  in- 
tentions, and  in  what  manner  his  Majefty  had  received 
my  anfwer.  Nothing  was  more  capable  of  demon- 
flrating  the  honour  of  his  views,  than  the  care  he 
took  in  giving  us  fatisfadion  fo  expeditioufly.  He 
ordered  us  to  be  acquainted,  that  having  given  an 
account  of  our  fentiments  to  his  Majelty,  he  vvai 
highly  offended  at  the  boldnefs  of  my  Lord  Linch, 
who  had  always  informed  him,  that  the  obftacies 
proceeded  only  from  me,  and  that  my  fifter'i  inclina- 
tions were  under  a  reftraint.  The  meffenger  added^ 
that  the  King  left  us  at  liberty,  and  highly  diffatisfied 
at  the  condu(5l  of  Linch,  had  commanded  him  in- 
ftantly  to  leave  France.  Ihis  explanation,  fervin3; 
further  to  affure  us,  that  on  what  dcfign  foever  my 
Lord  Linch  came  to  Chatoux,  Mr  de  Sercine  wai 
ignorant  of  his  views,  removed  from  us  all  oup 
fufpicions,  and  even  my  brother  thought  himfelt 
\th  engaged  to  Linch  by  being  apprized  that: 
his  intentions  and  condu(5t  were  not  approved  by  thta 
court.  But  a  new  incident  confirmed  him  all  ac 
once  in  this  difpofition.  One  party  of  the  Count'* 
fcrvants  being  heard  in  the  court,  every  one  of  wi 
had  the  curiofity  to  willi  immediately  to  be  informed 
of  what  had  happened  to  them.  I'he  Count,  wiioraa 
down  at  the  firit  noife,  prclcntly  brought  up  Linch** 
coachman,  who  was  (topped  with  his  chaifc.  Son>e 
icw  menaces  having  prevailed  on  him  to  ipcak  witU- 
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out  dlfguife,  he  confeflld'  that  his  mafter's  prcjedl 
was  to  run  away  with  Rofe  in  the  chaife,  and  to  carry 
licr  to  the  fea-lide,  where  he  had  before  forwarded 
one  of  his  fervants  to  provide  a  vefTel  ready  againft 
jhis  arrival.  Being  fearful  of  meeting  with  difficul- 
ties on  his  journey,  he  had  taken  the  refolution  of 
travelling  only  by  night,  and  of  refting  in  the  day- 
time in  fome  private  and  retired  places.  The  chaife 
had  been  ftored  with  provifions  to  refrelh  my  filler  in 
fach  an  inconvenient  journey.  Whatever  temerity 
appeared  to  be  in  this  enterprize,  the  fequel  of  njy 
recital  too  plainly  demonftrates  the  pofilbility  of  it. 
Linch  would  then  have  triumphed  over  the  averfion 
of  the  unfortunate  Rofe  ;  though  in  trulh  he  would 
not  have  long  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  his  crime.  For 
the  relation  alone  of  the  danger  (lie  had  efcaped, 
made  Rofe  fall  into  fo  deep  a  fwoon,  that  we  had 
reafon  to  be  alarmed  for  her  life.  What  then  would 
it  have  been  to  fee  herfelf  torn  without  refource  from 
all  that  was  dear  to  her,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
irsan  who  was  ever  her  utter  averfion  ? 

I  was  curious  to  learn  how  the  ravilher  could  pof- 
fibly  efcape  from  jthofe  who  had  fecured  his  chaife. 
They  informed  us,  that  they  had  got  very  clofe  to 
him,  but  that  the  fwiftnefs  of  his  horfes,  which 
were  excellent  Englifli  courfers,  foon  carried  him  out 
of  their  fight  and  purfuit.  An  alarm  fo  terrifying 
made  us  judge  that  love  had  given  way  to  fear,  and 
that  we  ihouid  have  no  further  infult  to  apprehend 
from  that  quarter.  My  brother  was  the  firll  to  tell 
me,  that  after  an  attempt  fo  contradidory  to  his  late 
treaty,  he  thought  himfelf  difcharged  from  all  his 
engagements.  We  deliberated  upon  what  ftep  we 
were  next  to  take.  Although  we  had  perhaps  iefs 
danger  to  fear  than  ever  for  Rofe's  return  to  Paris, 
yet  we  could  not  defend  ourfelves  againft  the  intreaties 
of  the  Count,  who  preHed  us  to  go  to  his  caftle. 
But  we  conceived,  that  before  our  departure,  duty 
would  oblige  my  brother  to  go  and  make  his  court 
to  the  King,  and  to  attempt  to  gain  the  protedion  of 
that  Prince,  by  giving  him  an  account  of  all  the 

pro* 
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proceedings  of  my  Lord  Linch.  The  night  was  not 
fo  far  advanced,  but  that  he  might  hope  to  appear  yet 
at  the  King's  couchee;  and  that  hour  would  be  nnore 
favourable  than  any  other  in  the  firft  days  of  his 
liberty,  when  it  would  not  be  decent  to  appear  there 
openly.  This  precaiuion  was  recommended  to  him, 
and  it  was  even  infifted  on  that-he  Ihould  change  his 
name  for  the  time  he  continued  in  France;  infomuch 

that  inftead  of  going  by  the  name  of  the  Earl  of , 

as  he  had  hitherto  done,  he  took  the  fictitious  name 
of  my  Lord  Tenermill. 

During  the  two  hours  of  his  abience,  I  could  have 
wilhed  to  have   had  the  power  of  entertaining  the 

Count  de  S upon  fome  important  points,  which  1 

would  not  willingly  conclude  on  without  his  partici- 
pation. But  it  was  impoffible  to  feparate  him  one 
moment  from  my  filler.  Thefe  two  tender  lovers, 
being  at  length  free  for  the  firft  time,  thought 
nothing  more  important  than  looking  on  each  other, 
and  receiving  from  one  another's  mouths  thofe  afla- 
rances  of  happincfs,  after  which  they  had  long  panted. 
My  prefence  helping  to  relieve  the  modelly  of  Rofe, 
I  obferved  that  ihe  appeared  no  lefs  affedled  than  her 
lover,  and  that  the  interruption  1  fought  to  give  to 
their  plcafure^  was  as  irkfome  to  her  as  to  him.  So 
the  only  part  I  had  to  a<5l  until  my  brother's  return, 
was  to  fee  and  lillen  to  them;  and  indeed  having  no- 
thing fo  dear  to  me  as  the  contentment  of  Rofe,  I 
was  highly  tranfported  with  joy  to  fee  her  happy 
without  any  rifk  to  her  innocence. 

My  brother,  to  whom  1  gave  no  other  name  than 
that  he  had  jufl  X2^^\\  up,  and  under  which  he  was 
prefented  to  the  King,  returned  fo  falisfied  with  his 
journey,  that  he  immediately  ditfufed  over  us  that 
air  of  joy,  with  which  we  faw  him  appear.  He  had 
made  to  that  Prince  a  faithful  relation  of  our  adven- 
ture, which  difpofed  him  to  condemn  anew  the  vio- 
lences of  Linch,  and  to  promife  us  all  the  favours  that 
opportunity  Hiould  offer  him  to  grant  us.  Bcinj; 
even  fcnfible  of  the  obedience  we  paid  to  his  orders 
before  wc  ventured  to  remove  from  Chatoux,  he  of- 
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feced  us  a  detachment  of  his  guards  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  oar  journey,  and  eomplimenting  my  brother 
upon  his  liberty,  promifed  to  employ  his  intereft  at 
the  French  court  to  obtain  a  reftitution  of  his  com- 
pany, and  our  little  eltate  of  Saiifons.  Mr  de  Scr- 
cine,  to  whom  my  Lord  Tenermiil  had  not  alfo  for- 
got to  pay  feme  polite  compliments,  afTared  us,  with- 
out any  exception,  of  his  friendfhip  and  fervices,  and 
intrcated  us  to  make  ufe  of  his  houfe  as  if  it  were 
our  own. 

Such  agreeable  news,  having  diffipated  all  our  re- 
maining uneafinefs,  we  wonld  have  accepted  for  the- 
reft  of  the  night  of  the  offer  of  Mr  de  Sercine,  if 
we  had  not  confidereH,  that  to  keep  our  retreat  a 
more  impenetrable  fecret,  it  was  proper  for  us  to 
make  our  journey  in  the  dark.  So  having  deter- 
mined on  the  fpot  to  be  gone,  we  judged  it  even  ufe- 
lefs  to  be  attended  by  other  fervants  than  fuch  as 
fhould  be  nccefTary  about  the  coach,  or  at"  lead  fuch 
whom  the  Count  had  already  intrufted  with  the  fe- 
cret. The  others  were  left  at  Chatoux  to  guard  there 
Xiinch's  coachman  till  the  next  morning,  with  or» 
ders  to  give  him  his  liberty  about  the  middle  of  the 
day,  that  is  to  fay,  at  fuch  time  as  it  would  be  of 
Jittle  importance  to  us  what  relation  he  might  make 
to  his  mailer. 

Our  journey  was  fhort  and  profperous.  The  day 
began  to  appear  by  the  time  W'c  arrived  at  the 
Count's  caftle,  and  made  us  obferve,  that  we  ftiould 
be  fecure  from  all  kinds  of  fear  in  a  houfe  fo  large, 
and  fo  well  defended  by  its  fituation.  Rofe  was  ex- 
tremely afle(5ted  by  the  flattering  •impliments  of  the 
Count,  who  prayed  her  to  look  upon  herfelf  bcfore- 
iand  as  the  abfolute  miHrefs  of  all  Ihe  faw  about  her.. 
This  declaration  could  not  appear  to  carry  any  un- 
certainty or  doubt  in  it,  confidering  the  juft  afTurances 
Ihe  had  of  being  beloved.  Every  one  having  need 
of  reft  at  the  end  ot  a  night  fo  full  of  troubles,  they 
thought  of  nothing  but  retiring  to  the  apartments 
the  Count  had  prepared  for  us.  1  was  already  in  mine, 
and   I  be^an  to  judge  by  the  filence   that  reigned 

over 
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over  the  whole  houfe,  that  every  one  was  dlfpofed  to 
fleep,  when  I  fieard  a  gentle  knock  at  my  door.  I 
opened  it,  and  if  I  was  amazed  to  fee  there  the 
Count,  I  was  yet  much  mors  fo  at  the  difcourfe  he 
made  me. 

You  are  at  length,  faid  he,  in  a  place  of  fafety  ; 
you  are  her  mader,  and  all  the  fervants  I  leave  be- 
hind me  are  of  fuch  approved  charaflers,  that  they 
will  make  it  th^ir  ilndy  to  honour  and  obey  you. 
I  go  with  all  the  fatisfaftion  I  proaiifed  myfelf,  being 
afTured  of  the  heart  of  the  fair  Rofe,  and  of  your 
friendihip  ;  and  thefe  are  the  two  bleflings  in  which 
all  the  happinefs  of  my  life  is  bound  up.  You  go  ? 
interrupted  I  in  a  fiwprize.  Yes,  replied  he,  and  1  do 
myfelf  this  violence  without  regret.  It  is  upon  this 
condition  that  I  have  prefTed  you  to  accept  of  this 
retreat  at  my  houfe,  and  I  think,  that  during  the 
firft  days  of  my  mourning,  decency  does  not  permit 
me  to  continue  here  longer  than  is  necefTary  to  receive 
you.  If  your  compUifance  has  hindered  me  from  rc- 
prefenting  the  matter  in  this  light,  my  duty  obliges 
me  no  Icfs  to  pay  fome  attention  to  it.  I  leave  you, 
added  he,  horfcs,  coaches,  carriages  of  feveral 
forts,  and  all  the  convcniencies  that  I  can  think  of. 
Look  upon  them  as  your  own,  and  do  not  moreover 
be  fparing  of  my  fervices  at  Paris,  where  I  go  to 
wait  upon  your  orders,  till  the  time  that  the  tyran- 
ny of  cuftom  gives  me  liberty  to  return  here  to  re* 
queU  your  good  offices  for  myfelf. 

1  admired  this  delicacy  in  a  lover  fo  paQionate,  and 
my  efteem  being  llrcngthencd  as  much  as  my  Iricnd- 
fhip,  I  embraced  hmi,  and  confefl'cd  that  I  thought 
my  filter  too  iiappy  in  having  acquired  io  much 
power  over  a  heart  fuch  as  his.  But  as  he  prepared 
ferioufly  to  leave  us,  I  prayed  him  to  relieve  me  from 
an  embarrafir.nent,  which  the  dcfirc  of  obliging  him 
had  cad  me  into,  and  wliich  the  fituation  whereii\ 
he  left  us  would  much  incrcafc.  Not  only,  faid  I, 
have  I  concealed  from  Rofe  and  my  brother  the  laft 
difpolkions  of  Des  PcHl's,  b!it  not  having  had  one 
moment  of  iljcrty  fince  his  death,  I  hnvc  not  taken 
B  4  the 
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the  lead  ftep  for  fecuring  or  clearing  up  our  rights 
1  am  ignorant  of  the  formalities  of  the  law,  and 
am  moreover  put  to  a  full  ilop  by  fome  fcruples  upon 
which  it  is  neceflfary  I  Ihould  confult  at  leaft  my 
trother.  Give  me  up,  continued  I,  th-e  promife  I 
made  ycu  of  fecrecy  ;  for  as  it  is  impoffible  by  my 
own  underftanding  to  end  an  affair  I'urpafling  my 
power,  fo  will  it  be  no  lefs  difficult  for  me  to  im- 
part it  to  my  brother,  without  railing  fome  jealoufy  ia 
Rofe,  who  will  be  alarmed  to  fee  us  obferve  any  ap- 
pearances of  a  myftery.  The  Count  interrupted  me, 
by  giving  me  a/Tarances,  that  he  was  P^rongly  taken 
up  with  every  thing  that  1  had  reprefented  to  him, 
and  that  he  had  hit  upon  a  lucky  propofal,  which 
ja  a  (Ixort  time  he  would  impart  to  me.  if  yon 
Siave  neglefled,  fays  he,  to  take  the  ufual  f^eps, 
it  is  necelTary  to  repair  that  negligence  without  de- 
lay, and  by  the  leail  power  from  your  filler  1  wilt 
undertake  to  expedite  immediately  every  thing  that 
can  raife  you  any  difficulty  }  you  may  obtain  fuch  a 
Setter  of  attorney  from  her  without  difcovering  for 
"what  ufe  you  intend  it.  As  to  what  relates  to  my 
X.ord  Tenermill,  added  he,  can  any  thing  be  more 
eafy  than  to  engage  his  filcnce  from  the  confiderati- 
«)n  alone  of  his  inierefl  ?  lie  is  without  eftate.  Let 
us  leave  the  enjoyment  of  Des  PefTes's  inheritance  to 
him,  for  fo  long  a  time  as  fortune  fhall  render 
this  aid  neceiTary  for  him.  'Vh^  Count  looked  on 
jMie  in  iiniihing  this  propofal,  and  my  flownefs  to  an- 
swer perfuading  him  that  I  approved  of  it,  he  preiTed 
sne  to  draw  up  a  letter  of  procuration  on  the  fpot, 
and  to  get  it  figned  by  my  filler.  But  though  I  real- 
}y  found  fomething  plaufible  in  this  projedl,  yet  I 
prayed  him  to  give  me  fome  days  to  refled  on  it, 
and  all  I  granted  to  his  in  fiances  was  a  new  promife 
io  conceal  yet  from  my  filler  what  Des  PefTes's  aflfedi- 
^n  had  done  for  her.  Neverthelefs,  the  notaries  ha- 
Ting  fpoken  to  me  of  taking  off  the  feals  as  a  pref- 
fmg  necelTity,  I  went  immediately  to  Rofe,  and  made 
her  on  my  credit  fign  a  blank  procuration,  impower- 
ing  tlis  Ccuiit  to  do  every  thing  according  to  cuftorn 

for 
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for  obtaining  a  probate  of  the  lad  will  of  Des  Pefe, 
and  all  the  papers  that  might  givta  fanaioatohis  cares. 

He  left  me,  I  eniployed  one  part  of  the  morning  ia 
confidering  his  propofal.  If  he  had  done  honour  to 
the  generofity  of  his  chara^er,  that:  geaerofi:y  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  injurious  to  Rofe,  irom  whom  it 
ravilhed  the  merit  of  conferring  herfelf  a  benefit  oq 
her  brother,  which  Ihe  was  very  well  inclined  to. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  was  willing  to  free  myfelf  of  my 
doubts  concerning  the  juUice  of  a  fucceffion,  to 
which  it  did  not  appear  at  all  to  me  that  even  the  will 
of  Des  Peifes  had  given  a  fufficient  foundation  to  our 
claim,  I  waited  impatiently  for  my  brother's  rifing, 
and  1  gave  notice  privately,  that  I  wanted  to  talk  to 
hiai  without  witneiTes, 

Coming  to  my  chambers  with  as  much  halle  as  I 
had  to  talk  to  him,  1  interrupted  his  compliments 
upon  our  good  fortune,  by  defiringhim  to  enter  into 
a  more  ferious  confideration.  You  know,  faid  I,  the 
difafter  of  Des  Peifes,  but  yoj  are  ignorant  that  Hea- 
ven has  made  it  turn  to  our  advantage.  This  unfor- 
tunate young  man  on  his  death-bed  left  all  his 
eftate  to  your  After.  Altnough  his  wiii  was  uncon- 
ftrained,  and  that  thsfe  fort  of  difpofilions  are  no: 
forbid  by  any  law,  yet  I  confefs  to  you,  conliiuud 
1,  that  in  examining  the  circumftances  that  preceded 
his  will,  I  find  in  thsm  reafoas  for  an  important 
fcruple.  Des  Pcfles  thought  iii  was  beloved  by  Rofc- 
He  teftilied  by  his  lad  words,  and  by  fomc  lines 
which  I  received  from  under  his  hand,  that  he  carried 
this  thought  to  the  grave.  It  is  without  doubt  to 
the  power  of  fo  flattering  a  notion  that  we  ov^re  the 
advantages  he  has  conferred  on  us.  Have  we  a  right: 
to  take  the  profit  of  tiicm,  when  we  arc  certain  that, 
ihey  were  founded  upon  a  faife  fuppofition  \  Your  filter 
in  not  yet  informed  of  this.  I  was  uilling  to  open  be- 
fore-hand my  heart,  and  to  propofe  to  you  my  doubts ; 
you  have  honour ;  confult  with  yourfclf.  It  is  on  your 
dcctfion  that  my  coridiu^  in  tiiis  affair  iliall  depend. 

During  all   my   life    I  liad    few  opportunities    of 

difcovcring  fo  clearly  the  bottom  of  the  chara(fler  at* 

George.   Wiihout  fccming  moved  at  the  h.ippy  news 
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I  told  him,  he  turned  all  his  attention  on  the  diffi- 
culty that  appeared  to  lie  in  my  way.  Your  ic'ruple 
^s  juft,  faid  he,  and  I  thought  as  you  did  at  the  firfl 
glance.  Neverthelefs,  it  remains  that  I.  examine,  if  ic 
was  from  any  ftudied  complaifance  from  Rofe,  or  from 
any  indulg^ence  however  little  finccre  on  your  fide, 
that  Bes  Pe/Tes  flattered  himfelf  on  his  death-bed  that 
he  was  beloved  ;  for  it  was  not  in  your  povirer  to  be- 
reave him  of  a  thought,  which  it  may  be  helped  to 
jrive  him  fome  fatisfadion  in  the  laft  moments  of  his 
Jife,  and  even  pity  would  have  hindered  you  from 
difturbing  him  in  thefe  thoughts,  if  the  alteration  of 
them  had  depended  on  you.  It  appears  to  me  then, 
added  he,  that  the  only  matter  that  may  make  you 
fo-iiple  to  accept  the  favours  of  Des  PeiTes  is  this, 
whether  you  have  employed  any  unworthy  means  to 
procure  them. 

This  deotfion  appeared  to  me  fo  juft,  that  I  eagerly 
embraced  my  Lord  Tenermill,  and  thanked  him  for 
the  confirmation  he  had  given  to  my  fentiments.  You 
oup:ht  to  be  fenfible,  faid  I,  to  the  obligations  we  owe 
to  Des  PefTes,  and  at  leaft  after  his  death  pay  that 
juftice,  which  is  due  to  his  merit.  What  will  you  fay, 
added  I,  if  it  be  you  who  are  deftined  to  gather  the  firft- 
fruits  of  his  generofity.  Then  relating  to  him  all  the 
propofals  of  the  Count,  I  threw  him  into  a  greater 
cmbarralTment,  than  that  from  which  he  had  re- 
Jlieved  me.  Your  difconrfe  aftonifhes  me,  faid  he, 
after  fome  moments  of  confideration,  and  I  confefs, 
that  among  fome  caprices  I  fee  in  the  procedure  of  the 
Count  an  admirable  fund  of  delicacy  and  generofity^ 
But  fuppofing  him  fo  rich  as  to  put  Rofe  in  a  condi- 
tion to  be  above  taking  benefit  of  the  eftate  that  Des 
Pefies  has  left  her,  it  will  not  fatisfy  me  that  (be  has 
nothing  to  fuffer  from  thence;  it  is  nece/Tary  fhe 
lliould  give  a  formal  confent  to  it,  without  which  no- 
thing in  the  world  Ihall  make  me  agree  to  accept  of 
the  enjoyment  of  an  eilate  of  another,  without  title 
and  without  grant.  I  could  not  difapprove  fo  noble 
a  fentiment.  Neverthelefs,  the  difficulty  I  forefaw 
in  rsconciling  ib  many  different  interefts  made  me 

iiififl 
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indft  upon  the  condefcenfion  we  owed  to  the  Count, 
and  confequently  upon  the  necefllty  of  concealing 
from  Rofe  Des  PefTes's  legacy.  What  ufe  can 
we  then  make  of  her  income  during  the  time  (he 
continues  ignorant  of  her  title  ?  My  Lord  Tenermill 
anfwered,  that  the  Count  may  enter  into  pofreflioix 
of  the  eftate  upon  his  marriage,  and  that  condu<5ting 
himfelf  according  to  his  own  pleafure,  he  may  ba 
mafter  of  the  proper  feafon  to  inform  his  fpoufe 
of  it. 

There  remained  only  one  obje(5lion.  But  with  {o 
much  delicacy,  how,  faid  I,  have  you  confented  to 
make  ufe  in  common  with  us  of  the  Count's  ofTcr 
of  hishoufe?  He  apprehended  at  once  my  thoughts: 
You  deceive  yourfelf,  anfwered  he,  if  you  have  fancied 
that  I  (Hall  make  ufe  of  it  for  any  long  time.  I 
fliall  pafs  fome  days  here  with  that  confidence  I  owe 
to  the  friendfhip  of  a  man,  who  is  to_  marry  my 
filler,  and  who  has  bound  me  to  him  eternally, by  the 
fervices  he  has  done  me  ;  but  though  I  am  withouc 
eiiate,  I  am  not  without  hopes ;  and  I  have  refource 
enough  from  my  birth  and  courage  to  expe(5l  fome- 
thing  from  fortune.  So  with  the  moft  upright  judg« 
msnt,  and  the  moft  generous  fentiments,  my  Lord  Tc- 
ncrmiil  always  nouriOicd  a  fund  of  miftaken  pride, 
which  1  thought  a  dangerous  omen  for  his  eftabliib- 
ment.  However,  I  imagined  tliat  the  perfuafions  of 
the  Count  might  prevail  on  him  to  (lay  with  us  a- 
gainft  his  inclinations,  at  leall  till  the  marriage  oi  his 
filler,  after  which  it  would  be  then  more  eafy  to 
make  him  enter  into  certain  views  that  I  always 
had  for  r.iifing  his  fortune,  and  which  might  more 
fuccefsfuUy  be  brought  about  by  that  of  Rofe.  Witii- 
out  encountering  his  notions,  1  was  fatisficd  to  rccom- 
mend  filcncc  to  him  upon  all  the  particulars  I  had 
jull  imparled 

This  converfation  did  not  fail  to  contribute  great- 
ly to  tiie  rcpolc  of  my  mind,  by  adminiilring  :i  rca- 
fonable  remedy  to  thofe  fcruplcs  of  honour  that  had 
Jaid  hold  of  me.  I  went  immediately  to  fee  Rofe, 
and  I  made  ixcr  thofe  compliai:ncs  of  joy  which 
15  6  con^ 
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confirmed  hers.  We  pafild  near  five  days  In  this 
agreeable  fituation,  ablblute  makers  of  one  of  the 
prettieft.  hoafes  in  the  world,  and  ferved  with  as 
much  refpetfl  as  zeal.  Every  day  a  meffenger  came 
to  us  from  the  Count  with  fuch  intelligences  and 
news  as  he  had  to  fend,  and  carried  back  ours. 
The  day  after  his  departure  he  fent  me  an  account, 
that  the  affair  of  the  fale  was  happily  terminated,  and 
that  Des  Peflcs's  efFedls  were  lodged  in  a  fecure  place, 
©f  which  I  fhould  have  the  difpofal  on  my  arrival 
at  Paris,  I  fhewed  this  letter  to  my  Lord  Tenermill, 
and  under  the  need  he  flood  of  a  thoufand  nectfTaries, 
I  propofed  to  him  to  make  a  free  ufe  of  fome  con- 
fiderable  fums  of  money  that  were  found  in  Des  PefTes's 
clofet.  He  even  rejeded  this  offer,  protefling  that 
poverty  itfelf  fhould  not  make  him  touch  the  leafl 
farthing  of  what  belonged  to  Rofe  without  her  con- 
fen  t. 

Jacin,  whom  I  fent  often  to  Paris  to  make  inqui- 
ries into  my  Lord  Linch's  fleps,  having  affured  me 
that  he  had  not  been  fesn  in  that  quarter  where  he 
lodged,  and  that  all  hisfervants  difappeared  after  the 
adventure  of  Chatoux,  I  was  pcrfuaded  that  he  was 
gone  to  Ireland,  and  therefore  faw  no  further  rea- 
ibn  to  hinder  me  from  leaving  my  fifler  for  fome 
days,  and  going  where  my  prefence  was  more 
TiecefTiry,  Together  with  the  motive  of  paying  fome 
compliments  to  the  Count,  I  had  a  further  view  of 
opening  myfelf  to  him  upon  the  fituation  of  my  bro- 
ther, who  talked  every  moment  of  going  to  Germany, 
where  his  intentions  were  to  follicit  an  employment 
in  the  army.  I  had  remarked  that  he  fupported 
his  low  fortune  with  an  extreme  impatience,  and 
that  being  upon  the  whole  mortified  to  find  himfelf 
r.ot  in  a  condition  to  appear  at  St  Germain,  his  hu- 
mour was  become  lb  melanchely,  that  he  was  per- 
petually in  queft  of  Iblitude.  My  fenfibility  for  his 
troubles  engaged  me  to  entcrprize  every  thing  to 
aiT^'age  them,  and  moreover  my  thoughts  were  to 
flay  him  in  France,  where  I  did  Hot  think  his  for- 
tune io  defpcrau  as  he  fancied }  and  aot  having  fu&- 

cefs 
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cefs  in  perfuading  hlin  to  accept  of  the  aflldances  I 
offered  him,  I  had  a  mind  to  concert  fome  mea- 
fures  with  the  Count  to  make  him  rehlh  them  a,gainll 
his  inclinations.  Recommending  my  filler  to  his 
care  I  took  my  leave,  and  was  convinced  at  Icaft,  * 
that  being  charged  with  fo  dear  a  truft,  he  would  noc 
attempt  to  carry  his  refolutions  into  execution  until 
my  return. 

I  went  to  my  old  lodgings,  where  I  only  heard  for 
news,  that  a  young  lady,  whofe  name  they  did  noC 
know,  had  often  been  there  to  inquire  for  me,  arid  that 
{he  every  day  fent  one  of  her  fervants  to  know  if 
1  were  come.  This  eagernefs  of  an  unknown  perfoa 
not  relating  to  any  thir^g  that  might  caufe  me  un- 
eafinefs,  I  thought  of  nothing  but  waiting  on  the 

Count  dc  S .  My  vifit  filled  him  with  joy.    He 

had  thoughts  himfelf  of  pafling  fome  moments  with 
Ufc  at  his  caftle,  to  impart  to  us  fome  new   fruits  of 
his  affedion  and  zeal.     He  had  employed  with  io 
much  fuccefs  the   intereft  of  the  fame  friends,  who 
had  obtained  my  brother's  liberty,  that  our  cdate  of 
Saifons,  and  all  that  had  been  taken   from  us  upon 
the  firft  confifcation,  were  reftored  to  us.    He  added, 
that  he  was  not  out  of  hopes  of  obtaining  a  corn- 
million  for  my  Lord  Tenermill  in  a  foreign  regiment 
in  the  French  fervice  ;  and  he  (hewed  me  fome  let- 
ters that  already  amounted  to  a  kind  of  certainty. 
In  relation  to   the  inheritance  of  Des  Pefles,  as  aa 
affair  of  that  importance   required  more  (low  pro- 
ceedings, he  found  it  neccfTary  to  difpatch  a  man  of 
truft  to  Bourdeaux,  whofe  return  he  daily  expedled, 
and  that  he  could  not  give  me  any  light  into  the 
matter  that  I  did  not  know  before  ;  but  that  having 
confulted  many  men  of  learning  in  the  profcffion  of 
the   law  upon  the   validity  of  the  will,  he  was  ad-- 
viled  that  the  fuccefs  way  certain,  and  he  put  me  be- 
fore-hand into   the  pofTcflion  of  Des  Peflcjs's   effc(5ls 
lodged  in  a  clofct  in  his  houfc,  of  which  he  gave 
me  the  key. 

It  was  of  no  life  to  fpeak  to  him  of  the  cmbar- 
raffracnts  of  my  Lord  Tenermill;  fiacc  the  rcllituti- 

on 
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on  of  our  eftate  and  other  efFe(5l:s,  which  the  la'^ 
had  confifcated,  were  fufficient  to  make  me  eafy  oa 
that  head.  But  not  being  forry  to  know  the  bottom 
of  his  defigns  in  regard  to  my  fifter,  I  gave  way 
to  the  impatience  he  fhewed  to  pafs  to  this  article. 
He  was  the  firft  to  fpeak  to  me  of  his  marriage,  aad 
to  demand  of  me  what  bounds  I  was  willing  to  pat 
to  the  mortal  violence  he  had  laid  on  himfclf  for 
five  days.  I  have  judged  myfelf,  added  he,  with  a 
rigour  that  I  cannot  repent  of,  if  it  has  conduced  to 
confirm  me  in  y'our  friendfliip  and  efteem :  But 
what  efforts  has  it  coft  me,  and  how  tedious  feeras 
th«  time  of  my  exile  to  which  I  am  condemned  ? 
I  anfvi'ercd  him  plainly,  that  being  not  well  -"^erfed  in 
the  cuHoms  of  France,  I  did  not  think  myfelf  qua- 
lified to  determine  his  difficulties ;  but  I  was  of 
opinion,  that  he  ought  befides  mine  to  take  the  ad- 
vice of  his  friends,  to  whom  nothing  (lood  in  his 
way  to  prevent  his  imparting  his  deligns.  Your 
youth,  f^id  I  fmiling,  and  the  advanced  age  of  the 
wife  you  have  loft,  give  you  perhaps  a  right  to 
cut  (hort  decorums  a  little.  We  pafled  over  one 
part  of  the  day  in  entertaining  ourfelves  on  a  fub- 
jed  that  I  coveted  with  as  much  ardour  as  he.  He 
could  not  conceal  from  me,  in  the  courfc  of  ©ur 
ctnverfation,  thathehad  unexpectedly  fallen  intofome 
perplexing  affairs,  but  that  I  had  more  difcretion 
than  to  defire  to  dive  into  them.  Flattering  myfelf, 
faid  he,  that  they  will  be  foon  determined,  I  am  about 
taking  all  meafurcs,  that  my  mourning  began  to  per- 
mit me,  for  the  advancement  of  my  hopes.  We 
parted  with  all  the  fatisfa<5lion  of  two  upright  and 
Sincere  hearts,  that  equally  relied  on  each  other,  and 
which  had  the  fame  eagernefs  to  be  foon  united  by 
bonds  even  yet  more  ftrid. 

My  defign  was  fpeedily  to  rejoin  my  Lord  Tener- 
miil  and  my  fifter,  to  whom  \  had  the  happy  fruits 
of  my  journey  to  carry.  I  v/ent  to  my  lodgings 
•with  the  rcfolution  to  be  gone  off  hand.  Upon  my 
arrival  at  the  door  I  found  it  crouded  by  a  very 
acat  equipage/  the  liveries  of  which  were  all  in 
" '     ^  mourn- 
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mourning;  and  Jacin,  who  came  to  meet  me,  gave 
me  information,  that  a  young  lady,  who  had  many 
days  irtipatiently  inquired  for  me,  had  come  herfelf 
upon  hearing  I  was  arrived  at  Paris,  and  that  (he 
had  ordered  my  chamber  'to  be  opened,  where  (he 
rather  chofe  to  wait  three  or  four  hours,  than  lofe 
the  opportunity  of  feeing  me.  I  immediately  went 
up  to  her  without  being  able  to  guefs  what  1  was  to 
expe<5l  from  this  vifit.  Her  form  furprlzed  me. 
Rofe  and  Patrick's  fpoufe,  who  were  the  moft  charm- 
ing women  I  had  hitherto  feen,  could  not  upon  the 
whole  come  up  to  what  I  faw  in  her  at  one  caft  of 
my  eye.  My  admiration  was  even  too  ftrong  to 
fuffer  me  often  to  lift  up  my  eyes  upon  fuch  a  pro- 
fufion  of  charms,  and  1  call  them  down  witk  the 
fame  amazement.  The  unknown  lady  was  in  the 
m»ft  deep  mourning,  and  receiving  me  with  as  much 
modefty  as  favour,  (he  put  into  my  hands  a  letter, 
which  ihe  told  me  (he  was  commiiHoned  to  give  me. 
I  obferved,  that  (he  could  not  pronounce  thefe  four 
words  without  fhedding  ferae  tears.  I  pre/Ted  her  to 
fit  down,  and  not  afKing  her  for  any  farther  expla- 
nation under  the  embarraffment  I  was,  I  feated  my- 
felf  oppofite  to  her,  praying  her  to  excufe  my  open- 
ing the  letter. 

I  immediately  knew  the  hand-writing  of  Patrick. 
My  curiofity  increafing  with  my  trouble,  I  greedily 
ran  over  the  lines.  The  lafl  advertifements  of  Des 
Pe(res  all  at  once  occurred  to  my  memory,  and  al- 
though at  the  time  I  received  them  they  made  but 
a  tranficnt  iniprefljon  on  me,  which  had  even  been 
diminilhed  by  the  troubles  I  had  continually  endured, 
yet  now  I  reflciflcd  on  them  with  fo  much  the  more 
fear,  as  circumft-inces  very  mournful  appeared  to 
be  the  confcqucnces  of  them.  I  had  written  nevcr- 
thclcfs  t©  Patrick  after  ray  arrival  at  Paris,. but  my 
letter  contained  only  a  relation  of  ray  firft  difa- 
greemcnt  with  Linch,  and  of  the  fituatien  in  which 
1  found  my  fifter.  I  had  not  received  any  anfwcr 
from  him.  In  fine,  from  the  chara(fler  I  had  always 
formed  of  him.  I  begaa  to  fear  what  Dcs  PciTcs  had 

told 
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told  me  in  an  obfcure  manner,  and  what  my  pre- 
pofTeffion  in  favour  of  a  brother  fo  reafonable,  and  fo 
virtuous,  had  not  yet  given  me  room  to  appre- 
hend. 

Neverthelefs,  what  I  difcovered  moft  furprlfing 
to  me  in  his  letter  was  the  name  of  the  young 
lady  whom  he  recommended  to  me.  I  fuddenly  raif- 
ed  up  my  eyes  on  her  with  the  marks  of  a  (harp  dif- 
curbance,  and  I  was  yet  more  moved  with  the  fitua- 
tion  in  which  I  faw  her.  She  held  her  handkerchief 
ciofe  to  her  face,  as  well  to  ftifle  her  fighs,  as  to  con- 
ceal her  tears.  I  read  over  her  name  tv;ice,  doubt- 
ing that  I  might  have  miftaken  it  the  firft  time.  It 
was  Mademoifelle  de  L — ,  Patrick's  former  miftrefs. 
He  conjured  me  in  few  words,  but  with  all  the  forci- 
blenefs  that  love  could  give  to  his  expreflions,  that  I 
would  afford  her  one  part  of  the  affeftion  I  had  for 
him ;  and  fince,  faid  he,  a  fate  fo  cruel  had  made 
me  ferveas  an  inftrumentto  his  ruin,  he  recommend- 
ed at  leaft  to  my  friendfhip  and  care  a  perfon  wha 
had  formerly  contributed  to  his  happinefs.  The  fer- 
vices  he  required  for  her  wer£  to  aid  her  with  my 
advice,  and  above  all  to  eftablilh  her  in  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Kofe,  to  whom  fhe  was  already  a  little  known, 
and  by  whom  it  is  cerlain,  added  hci  that  fhe  wilJ 
be  fuddenly  beloved  with  tendernefs.' 

This  propofal  appearing  to  me  very  innocent,  and 
worthy  of  the  natural  goodnefs  of  Patrick,  I  recover- 
ed immediately  out  of  my  alarms.  Far  from  being 
troubled  with  the  vifit  of  Mademoifelle  de  L — ,  I  re^ 
joiced  at  the  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
her ;  and  to  explain  all  at  once  what  I  have  already 
only  fl'ghtly  touched  on,  this  was  not  the  firft  time 
I  thought  of  her  fmce  my  Lord  Tenermill  had  obtain- 
ed his  liberty.  My  own  reflexions  had  often  made 
me  regret  that  fhe  was  not  in  France,  and  looking  on 
the  inclination  fhe  had  for  Patrick  as  a  difpofition 
that  might  eafily  prepoffefs  her  in  favour  of  his  bro- 
ther, l' flattered  myfelf,  that  if  he  could  fee,  and 
make  his  addrefTcs  to  her,  he  might  fucceed  without 
iBUch  trouble  in  infpiring  her  with  the  fame  courfe  of 
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fcntiments  for  him.  Even  his  abfence  had  not  hin- 
dered me  from  nourifhing  this  thought.  It  would 
be  always  eafy  for  my  Lord  Tenermtll  to  make  a 
journey  to  Germany  as  foon  as  he  could  difcover  the 
place  of  her  abode  ;  he  might  procure  the  opportu- 
nity of  feeing  her,  and  infenfibly  improving  her  affec- 
tions, from  .that  time  at  leaft  wherein  (he  fhould  have 
the  hberty  to  difpofe  of  herfelf.  In  fine,  thefe  were 
the  views  I  had  for  his  eftabliOimentj  although  divers 
reafons  had  hitherto  hindered  me  from  making  an 
overture  of  them  to  him. 

With  thefe  ideas,  joined  to  the  motive  I  had  to  o- 
blige  Patrick,  and  even  pity,  from  which  I  couJd  not 
defend  myfelf,  for  this  amiable  young  lady,  whom  I 
had  before  my  eyes,  I  could  not  think  of  hardening 
myfelf  againft  her  tears.  My  curiofity  only  Xtd  mc 
to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  them,  and  of  that 
mournful  drefs  in  which  I  faw  her.  Do  not  doubt, 
Ma^am,  faid  I,  with  all  the  fweetnefs  I  could  bring 
into  my  looks  and  words,  but  that  a  letter  fo  preffing^ 
as  this  of  my  brother,  may  a/Ture  you  of  all  forts  of 
claims  to  my  moi\  zealous  fervices.  I  already,  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart,  enter  into  thofe  griefs  that 
feem  to  afflidl  you,  and  if  I  did  not  fear  to  exaiperate 
them  by  any  indifcretion,  I  would  intreat  the  favour 
to  know  from  whofe  lofs  you  wear  this  habit,  and 
fhcd  thofe  tears. 

Alas  !  anfwered  (he,  wiping  away  her  tearSy 
which  immediately  began  again  to  flow  againft  her 
will,  he  whom  I  lament  fliall  never  be  reflored  to 
me  any  more.  Then  (lopping  herfelf  a  moment, 
as  if  (lie  had  changed  her  thoughts;  my  mourning, 
added  Ihe,  for  this  is  only  one  of  ray  loiTes  that 
you  can  be  ignorant  of,  is  for  the  death  of  my  fa- 
ther, whom  I  lofl  about  two  months  iince.  This  is 
a  misfortune  to  which  the  tendcrncfs  of  nature 
ought  to  make  mc  fenfible,  and  it  is  not  from  the 
riches  he  has  left  me  that  I  can  hope  to  draw  any 
confolation.  But  I  have  nothing  remaining  to  ex- 
pc<fl,  fincc  that  which  I  only  dcfircd,  and  which  I 
reckoned  to  find  hcre^  is  raviihed  froo)  me  without 
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remedy.  She  then  began  again  to  lament  bitterly. 
I  apprehended  what  (he  durft  not  fpeak  to  me  with 
more  plainnefs,  and  being  willing  to  avert  thofe  ex- 
planations, that  could  not  fail  to  raife  in  me  fome 
cmbarrafTment,  I  confined  myfelf  to  afk  her  how  One 
had  received  thofe  tidings  from  my  brother.  BuC 
fhe  was  encouraged  by  this  quefti®n  to  explain  her- 
felf  to  me  more  clearly.  It  is  not  with  yon,  faid  (hCp 
that  I  would  difTemble  the  horror  of  my  fate.  I  Joye 
your  brother;  I  thought  I  was  adored  by  him-  Ah  ! 
I  was  foMndeed,  added  fhe  interrupting  herfelf.  He 
was  a  man  of  no  artifice  to  give  me  reafon  to  fear  a 
charafler  fuch  as  his.  He  renewed  his  faith  to  me  a 
few  days  before  my  departure  from  France ;  I  gave 
him  mine.  This  thought  has  fupported  my  conftan- 
cy,  and  even  my  joy  itfelf,  during  near  a  year  that 
'  I  pafled  in  Germajiy.  My  fat|ier  was  of  an  age  that 
did  not  promife  him  a  much  longer  life.  1  refilled 
to  his  death  all  his  felicitations  to  accept  of  a  huf- 
band  from  his  hands;  and  contenting  myfelf  with 
the  refolutioa  I  had  taken  not  to  do  any  thing  du- 
ring his  life  againft  his  will,  I  waited  without  impa- 
tience till  the  courfe  of  nature  Ihould  iafure  me  of 
liberty  to  fulfil  my  engagements. 

At  length,  continued  (he,  my  father  died,  and  I 
with  reverence  paid  him  the  laft  duties.  Being  fet 
at  liberty,  from  thenceforth  I  indulged  myfelf  itt 
a  fatisfadion,  on  which  my  ideas  of  decorum  and 
modefty  had  till  then  perhaps  made  me  too  referved. 
I  writ  into  France  to  your  brother ;  I  received  no 
anfwer  from  him.  During  the  time  that  my  pre- 
pofleffion  made  me  explain  every  thing  to  his  ad- 
vantage, and  that  I  prepared  to  leave  Germany  to 
fapply  in  my  own  perfon  what  my  letter  v/as  defi- 
cient in,  Vv'hlch  I  imagined  might  be  (topped  by  fome 
artifice,  one  of  his  friends  arrived,  and  filled  me  with 
joy  to  find  that  he  came  in  fearch  of  me  on  your 
brother's  behalf,  and  being  not  lefs  tranfported  to  find 
me  in  the  fame  difpofition  that  he  expected,  he  im- 
mediately went  for  Ireland,  where  he  told  me  that  his 
affairs  had  called  him,  and  that  he  burned  with  im- 
patience 
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patience  to  carry  n«ws  to  him,  which  would  fudden- 
ly  make  him  crofs  the  feas.  I  gave  in  charge  to  him 
a  letter  that  contained  all  the  flames  ©f  my  heart, 
and  putting  myfelf  on  my  journey  to  France,  I  again 
writ  to  Ireland  en  the  road,  to  let  your  brother 
know  where  I  intended  to  lodge  at  Paris.  I  arrived 
there,  and  with  what  ardour  did  I  not  wait  tor  the 
day  which  I  thought  fixed  by  the  command  of  Hea- 
ven and  by  our  oaths.  Alas!  a  day  came  which 
fliould  have  been  the  lafl  of  my  life.  I  received 
a  letter  with  that  which  I  have  given  you,  wherein 
1  found  the  fentence  of  my  death  written  and  figned 
by  the  hand  of  your  brother.  Oh  !  Perfidious  !-■ — 
She  appeared  ready  this  moment  to  give  herfelf  up  t» 
the  furies  of  an  outrageous  love,  but  coming  never- 
thelefs  to  herfelf;  ^Jo  ;  replied  fhe,  redoubling  her 
tears ;  I  do  not  accufe  him  of  perfidy  ;  I  lament  his 
fate  a*  much  as  my  own;  lor  he  calls  Heaven  to  wit- 
nefs,  that  he  is  the  moft  mifcrable  of  all  men.  He  has 
drawn  me  a  pi(5ture  of  his  fufFerings,  which  even  ex- 
cites my  compatfion.  His  letter  has  pierced  my 
heart.  He  prays  me  to  addrels  myfelf  to  you  ;  to 
you  who  can  inform  me  by  what  fatal  chain  of 
caufes  he  is  fallen,  fays  he,  mto  an  unavoidable  abyfs, 
and  he  aflures  me  that  you  will  give  me  tcftimony  of 
his  love.  I'eil  me  then  to  whom  onght  I  to  afcribe 
our  misfortunes  ?  Make  me  comprehend  how  one 
can  be  rearried  without  willing  it  ?  without  knowing 
it  before-hand  \  without  lofing  his  fidelity  for  other 
engagements?  In  fine,  how  can  one  be  pcrfidk>usp 
and  obferve  at  the  fame  time  the  language  of  fm- 
ccrity  and  conftancy  ?  But  let  me  rather,  added  fhe, 
fhewing  an  indignation  againft  herfelf,  tell  me  how 
ray  f  Olid  credulity  has  yet  made  me  blind  to  the  crime 
of  a  perjurer?  What  fatal  inclinations  has  forced  me 
to  believe  him  rather  unfortunate  than  guilty,  and  to 
lament,  it  may  be,  more  bitterly  than  himfelf  for  his 
misfortune. 

She  held  her  peace,  expelling  my  anfwcr.  The 
explanation  fhe  demanded  of  me  not  being  able  to 
aflWagc  her  pains,  and  expofmg  me  to  mifundcrftand- 
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ings  that  I  was  willing  to  avoid,  all  my  ftudy  was  to 
calm  her  pafllons  by  polite  compliments  that  carried 
no  meaning  in  them,  but  which  might  be  taken  in  a 
favourable  fenfe.  I  afTured  her,  that  Patrick  was  fin- 
ccre,  and  that,  in  the  fituation  he  had  been  placed, 
honour  was  to  him  an  indifpenfible  taw  for  the  con- 
dusft  he  obferved  ;  but  that  far  from  lofing  the  fenti- 
mencs  he  had  for  her,  he  had  exprelTed  them  to  me 
with  the  greateft  force,  in  order  that  I  might  com- 
municate them  to  her  ;  that  independent  of  his  let- 
ter, wherein  he  had  prefled  me  earneilly  to  difcover 
them,  (he  (hould  find  me  ready  to  give  her  all  fort  of 
proofs  ;  that  Ihe  would  infallibiy  find  the  fame  difpo- 
litions  in  my  fifter,  and  that  if  her  intentions  were  to 
fee  her.  I  offered  her  that  fitisfailion  the  fame  day, 
in  undertaking  to  condndl  her  to  a  moft  agreeable 
country,  where  we  were  retired.  She  accepted  my 
offers  with  fervency,  and,  as  if  (he  had  flattered  her- 
felf-to  draw  from  Rofe  more  confolation  and  light 
than  fhe  expe<5ted  from  me,  (he  did  not  add  one  word 
more  relating  to  the  fubjefl  of  her  pains.  Having 
alked  me  what  hour  I  propofed  to  go,  fhe  promifed 
to  take  me  up  in  a  comm  odious  coach..  I  informed 
her  in  general  of  the  reafons  that  made  me  wilh  Ihe ' 
would  not  take  with  her  any  great  reiinue.  She  con- 
fented  t)  be  attended  only  by  her  governante,  who 
waited  in  the  antichamber  during  our  converfatioDy 
and  a  fingle  lacquey. 

This  was  an  amiable  companion  I  carried  to  my 
fifter,  and  1  naturally  found  the  opportunity  1  defired 
of  contriving  an  union  bsrween  her  and  my  Lord 
Tenermill.  Thefe  two  thoughts  afford-dmean  equal 
fatisfadion  ;  I  faw  her  witn  joy  return  to  me,  and 
during  our  journey  I  renewed  to  her  the  afHirances 
of  my  zeal  and  eCleem.  She  fpoke  little  ;  her  grief 
feemcd  to  poflefs  her  entirely.  Upon  our  arrival, 
my  brother  and  fifter,  who  knew  her  immediately, 
were  eager  in  loading  her  with  all  forts  of  careifes  j 
but  fhe  longed  to  be  alone  with  Rofe.  She  ftole  away 
with  he-,  and  we  left  them  the  liberty  they  were  de- 
firous  of, 
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I  sittcnded  to  nothing  fo  much  as  the  curiofit/ 
roy  Lord  Tenermiji  (hewed  me  by  his  queftions.     I 
know  not,  faid  I,  by  way  of  prevention,  if  we  (liall 
be  once  agreed  in  our  notions  ;  but  I  will  not  fcru- 
ple  to  difcover  mine  to  you.     If  1  have  no  other 
part  in  the  vifit  of  Mademoifelle  de  L—  than  in 
the  aflent  I  have  given  to  her  defires  and  to  thofe  of 
Patrick,   who  has  prefled  me  by  his   letters  to  knit 
an  intimate  union  between  her  and  Rofe  ;   I  have 
no  Icfs  thoughts  that  this  opportunity  may  turn  to 
your  advantage,  and  that  with  a  Jittle  complaifance 
and   pains  you  may  eafily  fuccecd  in  the  by-paffcd 
hopes  of  your  brother.     He   flopped   me  ftiort.     I 
fhouJd  have  thought  as  you  do,  faid  he,  if  you  had 
not  apprized  me  of  Patrick's  torments  ;  but  ail  the 
charms,  and  all  the  riches  of  the  world,  (hall  never 
make  me  betray  a  brother  1  love.     I  had  recounted 
to  him  truly  the  circumftances  of  his  brother's  mar- 
riage ;    he  had  liAened  to  me   without  either  con- 
demning or  applauding  nic.     But  I  did  not  know 
that  Patrick,  who  thought  him  (lill  in  the  Baftile, 
had  writ  dircdly  to  impart  to  him  what  he  called  a 
fatal  adventure,  and  that  opening  to  him  his  heart, 
he  had  fpoke  of  Mademoifelle  de  L —  as  of  the  only 
perfon  he  poffibly  could  love.     He  made  me  never- 
thelcfs,  this  overture,  to  juftify,  as  he  faid,  a  refufal, 
which  I  might  look  upon  as  whimfical  enough  ;  that 
far  from  doing  an  injury  to  the  amours  of  his  bro- 
ther, he  was  rcfolvcd,  added'  he,  to  forward  them 
with  all  his  abilities. 

Surprized  at  an  anfwer,  that  appeared  to  me  more 
extravagant  than  his  rclufal,  I  preHcd  him  to  give  me 
a  further  explanation  of  it.  Very  fretiy,  replied  he  ; 
1  know  Patiick  is  too  much  a  man  of  honour  to  live 
in  any  mifunderflanding  with  his  wife  Eftccm  and 
gratitude  are  the  fentimcnts  that  are  her  due,  and 
which  he  will  always  have  for  her.  But  if  his  paHiOR 
ior  Mademoifelle  de  L—  is  fuch  as  he  rcprcfcnicd  it  to 
me,  what  fliould  hinder  him  from  coming  over  to 
Irancc,  and  making  himftlf  happy,  if  he  can,  with 
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a  miflrefs  who  indeed  merits  his  love  ?  This  is  the 
advice,  added  he,  that  I  have  given  him  in  my  an- 
fwer,  and  I  have  even  exhorted  him  to  bring  his  wife 
with  him,  who  will  eafily  find  means|of  comforting 
herfelf  in  the  amufcments  of  Paris. 

I  confefs  this  criminal  wantonnefs  heated  my  zeal. 
I  had  done  myfelf  a  violence  for  fome  months  to 
wink  at  every  thing  that  was  not  avowedly  oppo- 
fite  to  my  principles,  and,  convinced  by  the  erpe- 
rience  of  what  had  pafTed,  that  natural  weaknefs 
requires  indulgence  and  difcretion,  I  had  perhaps 
fometimes  made  juftice  give  way  to  the  tender  con- 
iiderations  of  charity.  But  not  feeing  in  this  cafe 
any  appearance  of  the  leaft  poflibility  of  reconci- 
liation between  his  opinion  and  duty,  I  demanded 
brifkly  of  the  prophane  Tenermill,  if  this  language 
proceeded  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart.  Far  from 
taking  any  occaTion  from  my  difcontent  to  retra«5l 
what  he  had  advanced,  he  continued  to  banter  me  in 
the  fame  ttrain  by  upbraiding  me  for  my  fcruples, 
that  made  me,  added  he,lofe  the  merit  of  an  hundred 
good  qualities  in  the  eyes  of  men  of  honour,  and 
which  in  a  word  difgraced  my  politenefs  and  wit. 
Can  you,  added  he,  charge  thecuftoms  of  the  world? 
Can  you  hinder  thofe,  who  are  obliged  to  live  in  it, 
from  being  alfo  conformable  to  the  maxims  of  it  I 
Yours  are  admirable,  I  confefs,  but  in  the  name  of 
goodnefs  keep  them  to  yourfelf.  For  what  reafon 
did  you  force  Patrick  to  marry  a  woman  odious  to 
him,  if  you  had  not  fome  recompence  or  amends  in 
view  to  make  him  ?  Does  your  religion  tell  you 
that  a  man  of  his  age  can  fo  eafily  difpofe  of  his 
lieart  ?  This  difcourfe,  which  was  accompanied 
with  an  air  of  ridicule  and  mockery,  raifed  in 
me  at  length  as  much  pity,  as  it  had  before 
given  me  indignation.  No,  my  Lord,  no,  faid  I 
to  him  in  a  ftro«g  and  ferious  voice  becoming 
truth,  religion  does  not  at  all  teach  that  it  is  an 
eafy  talk  to  vanquifli  thofe  paffions,  which  fhe  con- 
demns ;  but  (he  offers  to  us  every  moment  fuccours 
that  may  affure  us  of  a  vi<Story  over  them ;  unhappy 
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are  thofe  who  flight  them.    I  cannot  think,  added  I, 
that  your  heart  correfponds  with   your  mouth,  and 
when  you  talk  of  the  advice  you  have  given  your  bro- 
ther, you  have  doubtlefs  fought  nothing  but  to  exercifc 
your  wit  in  a  wanton  banter.    He  interrupted  me  by 
protefting  with  fome  polite  imprecations  in  ufe  among 
the  beau  monde,  that  nothing  was  fo  fmcere  as  his 
fentiraents ;  that    I   did    wrong   to  religion    in    at- 
tributing to  it  thofe  rigours,    that  are  not  of  the 
cifence  of  it  ;    that  the  important  point   for   weak 
men  was  to  render  to  God^that  homage  they  owed 
him,  and  that  by    acquitting  themfelves  of  fo  juft 
a  duty,  ihey  acquired  a  right  of  indulging  themlelves 
in  a  little  liberty    towards  the   pleafures  agreeable 
to  our  nature ;  that  he  could  not  fee  after  all  of  what 
it  was  I   would  make  a  crime  ;  and  that  not  having 
advifed  Patrick  to  come  in  quefl  of  the  fatisfa(fti6a 
of  his  heart  witlj  his  miftrcfs,  without  having  ex- 
horted him  always  to   conferve  ajuft  confideratioa 
for  his  wife,  he  had  propofed   to  him  nothing  but 
the   common  practices  of  men  of  honour,  who  do 
i>ot  think  they  offend  Heaven  in  procuring  themfelves 
a  plcafure,  which  is  prejudicial  to  no  body;  that  if  I 
would  take  good    advice,    I    fhould   lay  afide   this 
roughncfs  and  ill  nature,  that   made  me  condemn, 
every  thing  not  fquaring  with  my  own  ideas ;  that 
1  muft  break  altogether  with  the  world,  or  purfue  its 
cullonas.    In  fine,  this  torrent  of  prophanc  eloquence 
could   not   be  eafiiy   flopped,  if  in   the  vexation  of 
hearing  fuch  miferable  arguments  I   had  not  inter- 
rupted him  in  my  turn  to  intreat  him  to  change  the 
difcourfe  :   I  had  but  few  hopes  left  of  infpiring  him 
with   other  principles,  or  at  leaff   fuch  an  alteration 
could  not  be  eflcded  in  an    enteitainmcnt  of  a  mo- 
ment,    I  had  even  remarked,  fince  our  refidcnce  in 
the  cour»try,  that   he   had   bven  Icfs  rcgardlul  than 
ever  to  the   common  truths  i)f   religion,    and  fur- 
priz  d   to   find   in   him    this   new   flop    to    deprava- 
tion,  I   had  dcxrroufly   drawn  it  from  himfcif,  that 
he   had  finilhcJ  the  corruption  of  his  mind   in  the 
badilei  by  an   acquaintance  he   had  made  with   a 

French 
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French  prifoncr,  called  the  Abbot  of  B ,  of  whofe 

wit  and  learning  he  was  every  moment  boafting* 
Avoiding  therefore  to  engage  myfelf  in  further  dif- 
cufljons,  from  which  I  expeded  to  draw  no  profit,  I 
fpoke  to  him  of  the  new  fervices  which  the  Count  de 
S  had  done  us,  in  obtaining  a  reftitution  of 

our  confifcated  cfFe<fls,  and  I  propofed  to  him  to 
go  to  Paris,  as  well  to  thank  fuch  a  generous  friendg 
as  fpeedily  to  take  pofieffion  of  the  benefit  of  it. 
This  news  gave  him  fo  much  joy,  that  it  took 
from  him  all  the  memory  of  what  we  had  been 
employed  on.  After  fome  explanations  he  took  his 
leave  to  prepare  himfelf  to  go  off  the  day  follow- 
ing. 

If  I  had  the  power  of  commanding  my  paffions 
during  our  difcourfe,    yet   I  cannot  /ay   I  was  fo 
moderate  in  keeping  myfelf  from  the    moli    bitteir 
grief,  when  I  reflected  on  the  character  of  this  ua- 
tra<5table  brother,  and  the  effefts  I'had  yet  reafon  to 
fear  from  thence   to  the  ruin    of  my  repofe.     He 
rejedled  a  propofal  that  every  other  man  would  have 
embraced  with  eagernefs  ;  this  was  to  negled  his  own 
intereft,  and  this  imprudence  drew  down  mifchief 
only  on  himfelf:  But  what  a  dreadful  advice  had  h.e 
given  to  Patrick  ?  and  recalling  to  my  mind  all  at 
once  the  laft  words  of  des  Pcffes,  and  the  relatioa 
of  Mademoifellc  de  L — ,  what  had  I  not  to  fear  from 
his  other  charader,  of  which,  it  is  true,  I  knew  the 
goodnefs  and  integrity,  yet  in  him  even  thofe  two 
qualities  were  almoft  as  much  fufpeded  by  me  as 
vices  ?  I  thought  it  long  till   I  faw   Rofe  married* 
Upon  the  fpot  I  took  the  refolution  of  repaffing  in- 
to Ireland,  to  confirm  the  wavering  virtue  of  Pa- 
trick, I  fhould  have  thought  all  my  duties  fulfilled, 
if    I  had  once  employed    my  cares  on    thofe  who 
would  not  refufe  to  receive  them.     I  even  hugged 
pnyfelf  with  this  notion,  and  not  remembering,   that 
"all  human  prrjsds  zre  fubjeft  to  the  fame  revoluti- 
ons,   as    every    thing  is   that    we   fee    about  us,  I 
thought  thofe  new  views  ought  to   fuffice  for  pro- 
curing me  tranquillity.  In  the  mean  time,  I  received 
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(divers  intimations  .that  already  raifed  in  me  fome 
forefight  of  a  misfortune,  with  which  I  was  threat- 
Bed.  An  unknown  horfeman  was  feen  many  times 
riding  round  the  caftle,  who  feemed  to  examine 
curioufly  evry  thing  about  it.  '  Another  inquired 
by  whom  it  was  inhabited.  ^  Thsfe  circumftances,  of 
"which  I  was  adveriized,  and  which  I  imparted  to  my 
Lord  Tenermiii,  were  not  capable  of  infpiring  us  wiili 
much  fear.  We  had  faithful  domcilicks  about  us, 
plenty  of  arms,  and  aids  always  at  hand  from  a 
Eeighbouring  Hamlet,  whofe  inhabitants  were  nu- 
merous and  refoliite,  and  firmly  devoted  to  the  Count, 
The  fituation  alone  of  the  caflle  fecured  us  fuffici- 
ently  from  all  unexpected  «nd  nightly  infults.  But 
though  my  fifter  happened  to  be  in  little  danger 
here,  yet  1  was  on  the  point  of  experiencing,  that 
our  great  fecurity  mighl  prove  pernicious  to  myfelf* 

Mademoifelle  deL having  come  to  usatfupper- 

timewith  Rofe,  I  eaiily  perceived  that  their  interview 
had  been  melancholy,  and  attended  with  abundance 
of  tears.  I  affeded  neverthclefs  not  to  Ihew  as  if  I 
had  obferved  it ;  and  being  unwilling  to  enter  into 
any  ulelefs  confidence*.,  I  prayed  my  Lord  Tenermiii 
not  to  let  any  tning  efcape  him  in  my  prelenc,  that 
might  engage  me  in  them  whether  1  would  or  not. 
Tie  went  away  the  day  following,  'ihe  two  ladies 
1  ever  feparated  ir^ra  one  another  a  moment  during 
his  abfence  ;  and  the  pains  they  took  in  perpetual- 
ly fetking  after  folitude  gave  me  rooui  to  judge  from 
vhat  interelis  they  found  fo  much  plcafure  to  enter- 
tain themielves  wirh.  Three  days  had  paifed  over 
fmce  the  dcp<*rture  of  my  brother,  when  1  law  hiin 
arrive  by  poll  about  the  fall  of  the  ni^ht.  'i'i.c  air 
of  meiaLcholy,  wirh  which  he  accodcd  me,  made  mo 
expc  fome  uiilucky  news.  1  was  not  deceived.  ]^^h 
taken  up  with  his  own  affairs,  that  had  been  hap- 
pily terminated,  than  with  th-ife  of  the  Count,  of  which 
bi&  gratitude  made  him  fliarc  the  trouble,  he  im- 
mediately took  me  afidc,  and  appealing  to  be  much 
moved  with  what  he 'had  to  fay,  he  began  to 
leli  me,  that  the  friends  of  the  late  Cuuntefs  c!e 
Vol.  II.  C  S 
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S  had  inftituted  a  fuit  for  recovering^  her  in- 

heritance, under  pretence,  that,  in  her  long  ficknefs, 
which  had  carried  her  to  her  grave,  (he  was  not  of  a 
found    mind   and    memory    to  qualify   her    by  law 
to  difpofe  of  her  eftate,  and  that  looking  even  on 
her  marriage  as  an  a(rtion  but  little  rational,  they 
pretended  to  nullify  it,  as  well   as  the  contract,  by 
which  fhe  had  given   all  her  wealth  to  the  Count, 
and  to  make  void  the  will  confirming  that  difpo- 
fition.     The  proceedings  had  been  commenced  when 
I   made  my  laft  journey  to   Paris,  and  it   was  thi« 
embarraffment  that  then  troubled  the  Count.    But  the 
parties  had  juft  obtained  a  fentence,  by  which  ail  the 
eifeds  were  put  in  fequeftration  tiil  the   conclufioa 
of  the  fuit,  and  thaS:  he   had  left  to  him  only  the 
enjoyment  of  the  caftle   wherein  we   then   refided. 
He  had   not  imparted  this  vexations  affair  to  me, 
becaufe  he  could  not   at  that  time  forelee  the   con- 
iequences  cf  it,  and  he  hoped  to  be  delivered  from 
the  trouble  before  we  fiiould  get  any  information  of 
it :   But  beginning  to  fear  every  thing   for  his  for- 
tune, he  had  opened  himfelf  that   morning  to   my 
brother.     The  lofs  of  his  wealth  alarmed  him  much 
lefs   than   the  concern   of  his   love.     He   trembled, 
led  his  misfortunes  fhould  cool  our  inclinations,  and 
with   his  riches  he  fliould  lofs  thofe  rights  we   had 
given  him  over  the  heart  of  Rofe,  Tenermill,  to  whom 
generofity  was  a  natural   virtue,   confoled  him   by 
all  the  alTurances  of  efieem  and  affection,  that  (hould 
for  ever   (land  proof  againll  adverfity ;   but  in  per- 
faading  him  that  he  might  rely  upon  his  conftancy, 
he  had  not   encouraged  him  fo  eafily   to  build  upon 
that  of  my  filler's  and  mine.    He  came  at  the  Count's 
requeft  to  found  our  difpofitions.      Having  finilhed 
his  relation,  he  exhorted    me  ferioufly  to  confider, 
that  merit  and  birth  ought  to  be  preferred  to  rich- 
es, and  that  Rofe,  with'des  Peffes^s  inheritance,  had 
nothing   to  do    but  confult   her    inclinations.     Far 
from  condemning  thofe  thoughts,  i  was   in  raptares 
to  fee  him  inclined  of  himfelf  to  that  point,  which  I 
fhould  have  laboured  to  have  infpircd  with,  if  he 

had 
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liad  ftiewn  the  leaft  repugnance  to  it.  In  lament- 
ing the  misfortunes  of  the  Count,  I  felt  a  fecreC 
joy  in  feeing  our  fituations  changed,  and  to  find  it 
in  fome  manner  in  our  pov/er  to  do  for  him  what 
he  had  'fo  generoufly  done  for  our  family.  There 
was  no  doubt  to  be  made,  but  that  Rofe  would  enter 
into  the  fame  way  of  thinking  ;  but  not  being  able 
to  refolve  to  tell  her  fuch  news  as  mud  afflidl  her, 
without  adding  to  it  iaimediately  a  juS:  motive  of 
confolation.  I  determined  to  acquaint  her  with  the 
laft  will  of  des  Pelfes,  which  I  had  concealed  from  her 
out  of  complaifance  for  the  Count.  TenermlU  ap- 
proved of  my  thought,  and  judged  as  I  did,  that 
the  prefent  circumdancts  would  dif^ngage  me  from 
xny  promife, 

Rofe  could  not  hearken  to  the  fird  part  of  my 
ftory  without  a  piercing  forrow.  The  ft  reams  im- 
mediately guQiing  from  her  eyes  convinced  me  mori 
than  ever  how  dear  the  Count  was  to  her;  and  at 
the  end  of  my  relation,  thinking  herfelf  perhaps 
threatened  with  fome  declaration  oppofite  to  her  de- 
sires, I  obferved  with  what  vaft  inquietude  (he  wait- 
ed my  conclufion.  You  owe,  f»id  I  to  her,  an  af- 
fection and  tendernefs  to  the  Count,  and  fiiice  the 
fentiments  he  had  for  you  were  always  independent 
of  your  fortune,  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  doubt,  but  that 
'%vith  the  fame  gencrofity  you  will  clofe  your  eyes 
tipon  the  misfortunes  that  threaten  him,  ami  confi- 
der  nothing  but  lils  perfon  and  merit.  She  did  not 
wait  till  1  had  ended.  Her  fe^art,  tickled  with  a 
thought  fo  tender,  furrendcreti  itfclf  up  to  a  tran- 
fport  of  joy.  She  embraced  me,  and  gave  to  her 
tendernefs  thofe  tears,  which  (he  hadjuft  c^iven  to 
her  grief.  I  did  not  wait  longer  to  explain  myfelC 
If  you  are  in  this  diipofiiion,  faid  I,  you  will  not 
hear,  without  pleafure,  that  you  have  it  in  your  pow- 
er to  repair  the  lofTes  of  tlie  Count.  Your  fortune 
had  depended  on  him  ;  but  his  is  at  prefent  ia  your 
liands.  Dcs  Pefl'es  has  j^iven  over  mcafure  to  his  fa- 
vours and  good  offices,  in  Iraving  you  the  inheritance 
of  all  his  fortune.  1  fhoulj  not  have  deferred  ac- 
C  z  <iuaiating 
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.t|uainting  you  with  it,  but  to  fatisfy  the  delicacy  of 
your  lover,  who  was  fearful,  left  a  happir.efs  that 
did  not  come  to  you  through  him,  migiit  rob  him 
of  fome  part  of  your  afFefiions.  Do  not  in  the  lead 
doubt  of  what  I  afiure  you,  added,!,  feeing  that  Ihe 
durft  not  at  firft  believe  it,  I  am  not  capable  of  de- 
ceiving you. 

I  repented  making  her  this  declaration  with  fo 
few  precautions.  Knowing  me' too  well  to  have  any 
diffidence  in  my  fincerity,  Ihe  filled  herfelf  fo  full 
with  the  ideas  of  Jher  happinefs,  that  I  perceived 
her  to  tremble  by  an  tfftdl  of  an  agitation  diffnfing 
iifelf  over  all  her  fenfes.  She  was  obliged  to  fit  down 
to  recover  her  (Irength,  and  cafting  her  ey;s  on  me, 
•when  {he  could  no  longer  doubt  hut  that  I  had  takea 
notice  of  this  revolution;  I  fliould  be  much  humbled, 
faid  Ihe  langui(hiiigly>  if  you  (liould  attribute  my  emo- 
tion to  an)  eagernefi  after  riches.  As  nothing  is  fur- 
ther removed  from  my  true  lentiments,  1  fnouid  feri- 
oufly  accufe  you  of  iiijuRice.  But  I  confefs  to  you, 
added  Ihe  with  a  look,  in  which  the  tendernefs  of 
her  foul  was  painted,  that  1  Ihould  have  a  difficul- 
ty to  keep  my  joy  within  bounds,  if  it  be  true  that 
J  have  the  power  of  adding  any  thing  to  the  for^ 
tune  of  the  Count.  I  allured  her  again,  that  fhe  was 
lich  enough  not  to  regret  whatever  her  lover  might 
iofe,  and  finding  almoil  as  much  pieafure  as  fhe  in 
thinking,  that  we  might  nov/  be  generous  and  liberal 
in  our  turns,  I  oifered  not  to  delay  longer  than 
jthe  day  following  to  be  my  own  meiTenger  to  the 
Count,  by  carrying  him  an  account  of  thefe  fenti- 
n^erts. 

Not  being  able  to  difguife  this  incident  from  Ma» 
demoifelle  de  L — ,  we  difcovered,  thnt  our  interefts 
"Were  dear  to  her  by  the  xeal  with  which  fhe  prelied 
lis  to  difpofe  of  her  wealth,  and  all  of  her  fervices  to 
advance  the  affairs  of  the  Count  and  ours.  I  am  a 
relation,  faid  flie,  to  the  principal  heads  of  the  Par- 
liament;  I  will  to-morrow  go  with  you  to  Paris, 
and  foUicit  them  with  the  greateft  ardour.  This 
affidance  appeared  to  me  to  be  of  too. •great  moment 

to 
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to  be  reje<5led.  We  regulafied  the  hour  of  our  de- 
pjrtmre,  which  never!  hek'fs  did  not  hinder  her,  wiik. 
out  intorming.  us  of  it,  froai  fendiiig  that  evening  one 
of  her  fervants  with  a  letter  to  her  a^^ent,  to  com- 
mand him  to  go  immediately,  and  offer  the  Count 
on  the  part  of  a  friend,  who  defired  to  be  concealed, 
live  hundred  thoufand  livres  in  ready  money,  whicli 
her  father  had  ielt  in-  his  chefts.  Thus  the  misfor- 
tunes of  our  dear  Count  ferved  only  to  redouble  the 
ientiments  of  elteem  and  frieiidlliip,  that  linked  us 
inleparably  to  himr 

Myi.ordTc!ieriniil  remaining  behind  to  guard  Ko^^^ 
I  left  them  the  next  day  wich  Jefs  inquietude  than* 
joy,  and  under  an  impatience  to  get  to  Paris  to 
confole  the  Count.  Our  retinue  was  not  numerous. 
Mademoifelle  de  L* —  having  fent  forward  the  evening 
before  the  fmgle  lacquey  Ihe  had  brought  with  her, 
we  had  only  my  fervant  behind  the  coach.  On  whac 
foundation  could  we  think,  that  we  ihould  have  need 
of  a  better  guard?  Human  prudence  could  not  judge 
more  precautions  neceifary.  But  I  (hould  give  a  bad 
defcrlption  of  ail  the  troubles  of  my  life,  if  I  did 
not  lilt  up  my  eyes  higher  to  find  the  fcurce  of  them, 
and  if  I  did  not  refer  to  the  councils  of  providence, 
the  f[)rin^'S  of  a  thoufand  events,  that  are  yet  impe- 
netrable to  me.  We  were  not  above  a  quarter  of  a 
league  from  the  caflle,  before  we  were  flopped  by- 
three  horfcmcn,  who,  without  lofiiig  time  infpeaking 
to  us,  commanded  the  coachman  to  turn  intfj  a  thick 
wood  at  a  little  dsftance  from  the  hi;;h  road.  I 
took  them  at  firft  for  robbers,  and  with  a  view  of 
fparing  other  fears  to  Mademoifelle  de  L — ,  I  prayed 
tium,  from  the  boot  cf  the  coach,  to  accept  of  njy 
purfe,  which  was  full  encugh  to  fatisfy  their  greedi- 
nefs.  I  even  extended  it  to  them,  and  told  them, 
that  they  would  find  in  it  an  hundred  louid'ors,  and 
that  far  from  having  a  thought  of  difputing  the 
matter  with  them,  1  was  ready  to  furrender  without 
refiil;ince.  They  refufed  it  with  a  fhew  of  civility 
that  increafed  my  furprize.  Having  gained  the  wood 
the  fame  moment,  they  made  us  go  into  a  path,  where 
,    C  3  ihe 
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the  leaves  and  branches  were  thick  enough  to  con- 
ctiiil  us.  We  found  there  another  horfeman,  who 
looked  after  a  chaife  and  four  horfes,  with  a  coach- 
man and  poftilion.  It  was  about  nine  o'clock.  He, 
wiiom  the  others  feemed  to  acknowledge  as  their 
head,  prayed  us  civilly  not  to  be  alarmed,  and  telling 
us  that  we  iliould  pafs  the  reft  of  the  day  in  th« 
place  where  we  wtre,  he  afTared  us  we  Oiould  be 
treated  with  refpe(fl:,  and  Ihould  not  want  any  re- 
iVclliments.  I  demanded  mildly  an  explanation  of 
Itis  defign  :  Do  not  prefs  tliat  point  yet,  faid  he, 
iVailing  ;  we  have  fome  days  to  pafs  together,  bat 
you  (hall  always  find  me  duHib  to  this  quellion,  and 
you  will  have  no  benefit  by  renewing  it.  He  fat 
dov/n  on  the  grafsj  the  others  followed  his  example, 
and  taking  fome  provifions  oat  of  the  chaife,  they 
jet  themfelves  to  eat  and  drink  without  any  marks  of 
diOurbance. 

In  refleding  upon  this  ftrange  adventure,  I  could 
not  doubt  but  that  my  companion  was  their  fole 
objetfl.  She  wept  bitterly  ;  I  laboured  to  comfort 
lier,  by  reprefenting  that  we  ought  to  take  courage 
ircm  the  civility  of  cur  guards,  and  that  not  having 
feparated  me  from  her,  there  was  but  little  probability 
ircm  thence  of  being  threatened  with  an  evil  fate, 
She  allied  me  if  I  knew  any  thing  that  might  help 
to  explain  our  difafter  ?  It  is  from  you,  faid  I,  that 
1  thought  to  have  afkcd  that  quaftion;  for  it  is  plain 
enough  it  is  not  me  they  liave  a  defign  to  run  aw3y 
with.  But  have  not  you  fome  lover,  from  whom 
you  might  fear  fuch  an  attempt  ?  She  confelfed,  that 
during  \itv  refidence  in  Germany,  her  father  having 
had  a  defign  of  marrying  her  to  a  man  of  feme 
diftindlion  in  that  country,  (he  had  been  expofed  to 
the  perfecutions  of  this  lover,  even  to  the  time  of 
her  departure  from  thence  ;  but  that  returning  to 
Prance  without  opening  her  defign  to  any  one, 
he  had  loft  his  hopes  ;  nor  did  he  ever  know. 
that  f})e  was  at  Paris.  This  was  enough  ta  in- 
ipire  me  with  jnft  fufpicions.  We  'need  feek  no 
further,  faid  I,  and  telling  her  in  few   v/ords  what 

had 
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had  happened  my  fiHer,  I  brought  her  readily  to 
agree,  chat  all  her  fex  ought  for  ever  to  be  diiTident 
ot  ours.  We  ipent  ail  the  day  in  this  difcourfe, 
without  attempting  to  tafte  of  the  refrefhments  offered 
US;  and  oftentimes,  though  in  vain,  renewing  the  re- 
queit  I  had  made  to  the  chief  of  our  guards. 

At  length  night  being  come  on,  they  deiired  us 
to  get  up  into  the  chatfe.  Rendance  would  have 
been  ufelefs,  1  contented  rr.yfelf  with  afking,  If  my 
Jacquey  might  have  the  liberty  to  follow  ns.  I  was 
anfwercd,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  comply  with  my 
requeft,  I  then  fpoke  of  talking  with  him  one  mo- 
ment in  private  ;  but  this  favour  was  refufed  me  with 
as  much  difHcalty  as  the  former.  We  were  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  the  law  they  had  impofed  on  us,  and  10 
travel  in  the  dark  without  being  able  to  gueis  to  what 
part  of  the  Vvorid  they  intended  to  carry  us.  I  ob- 
ferved  that  of  the  four  horfemen,  two  remained  be- 
hind us,  in  all  appearance  to  guard  the  coachman  of 
Mademoifelle  de  L —  and  my  Jacquey  back  to  the 
place  from  whence  we  were  taken  away. 

We  travelled  at  a  great  rate  during  the  whole 
night.  With  difficulty  our  guides  allowed  them- 
felves  fome  moments  to  refrcfh  their  horfes,  and  it 
was  at  the  corner  of  a  hedge,  at  a  di fiance  from  the 
high  road,  that  they  halted.  'I'he  wafting  of  our 
ftrength  obliged  us  alfo  to  take  fome  nourilhmenc 
that  was  prefented  to  us  with  great  aiTiduity  and  hafte. 
We  continued  to  travel  till  day  light,  and  our  alio- 
nilhment  redoubled,  when,  at  tiie  rifing  of  the  fun, 
they  carried  us  into  a  very  thick  forelt,  where  they 
told  us  we  ihould  have  time  to  rt/l .  ourielves  till 
evening.  Tiie  chief  of  our  guards  Teemed  to  know 
the  roads  fo  perfedly  well,  that  i)c  mull  have  tr:;velled 
them  more  than  once.  In  the  evening  we  vcre  in- 
vited to  put  ourielvcs  on  our  journey,  and  were 
condu«5led  lor  the  two  nights  following  with  the  fame 
precautions. 

Nothing   can  give   a  notion   of  my   aflonilhrncnt, 

when,  on  the  tliird  day  in  the  morning,  the  tirll  beams 

oi    tlie   fun   gave  me   a   fight  of   tnc   fca,    towards 
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which  they  were  advancing.  Though  we  had  bat  » 
fliorc  way  to  travel  to  the  coaft,  yet  they  made  us 
Ipeild  the  day  in  a  wood,  lels  thick  than  folitary, 
trom  whence  I  could  neither  difcover  villages  nor 
hoafes,  1  confeis  my  eyes  opened  at  once  upon  a 
thoufand  dangers,  of  which  I  had  not  before  the 
ieail  forefight.  I  called  to  mind  the  menaces  and  the 
daringnefs  of  my  Lord  Linch.  Ot  what  ought  I  not 
to  believe  him  capable,  after  the  excelfes  into  which 
he  had  been  carried?  B^ut  what  had  he  to  do  with 
Mademoilelle  de  L — ,  with  whom  he  had  hitherto  had 
no  pcrfonal  acquaintance,  and  whofe  return  he^ could 
rot  even  have  known?  Thefe  refledlions  took  me  up 
all  the  day,  and  at  length  opening  my  mind  to  my 
companion,  I  aiked  her  if  Ihe  knew  my  Lord  Linch. 
This  was  the  firft  time  ihe  had  ever  heard  his  name. 
Herignoranceof  this  particular  perfaaded  me,  that  my 
fufpicions  v/ere  badly  founded,  and  returning  to  my 
iirft  conjedures,  I  no  longer  doubted  but  it  was  the 
German  gentleman,  who  had  taken  the  refolution  of 
running  away  with  her,  and  that  he  had  chofen  to  pafs 
by  fea>  as  a  journey  the  moil  favourable  for  an  enter- 
pnze  of  this  nature.  It  was  eafy  upon  this  fuppo- 
iition  to  explain  why  I  was  run  away  with,  the 
raviihers  having  perhaps  thought  this  neceffary  to 
cover  their  attempt,  fhould  they  be  purfued  upoa 
the  road. 

In  purfuance  of  this  thought,  I  flattered  myfelf  that 
I  fhould  be  reilored  to  my  liberty  on  the  fea-fhore, 
and  ail  my  compairion  fell  upon  Mademoifeile  de  L — y 
for  whom  my  imagination  could  not  form  any  reme- 
dy. The  nigJit  growing  dark,  they  prell'ed  us  to  get 
into  the  chaiie.  We  drove  down  to  the  coaft,  at  the 
edge  of  which  I  perceived  in  the  dark,  fome  filher- 
nien's  cottages,  that  made  me  judge  they  had 
chofen  a  defolate  place  for  their  embarking.  Five 
or  i\yi  failors,  whofe  words  did  not  leave  me  in  doubt 
what  we  were  to  expedi:,  haftned  to  follow  us  to  the 
water  fide,  and,  notwiihftanding  all  my  hopes,  for- 
ced us  both  on  board  a  very  frnall  yacht,,  that  was 
there  at  anchor  ready  to  receive  us.  The  wind  be- 
in  e 
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ing  favourable  enough  for  fetting  fall,  we  were  clear 
of  the  lliore  before  my  furprize;  and  even  fear,  from 
which  I  could  not  defend  myfelf,  had  not  left  me  the 
pov/er  to  utter  one  word. 

Mademoifelle  de  L —  melted  into  tears.  I  was  fo 
taken  up  with  my  own  fears,  that  I  was  not  yet  able 
to  fpeak  to  her.  This  faint  heartednefs  would  pofli- 
bly  have  laded  as  long  as  my  doubts,  if  the  chief  oi 
the  ravilhers,  approaching  with  an  air  of  civility, 
bad  not  made  excules  for  the  troubles  he  had  caufed 
me,  and  exhorted  me  to  confole  my  filler,  who  had 
not,  faid  he,  any  reafon  to  deliver  herklT^p  to  fuch, 
an  excefs  of  affllcftion.  My  fifter  ?  interrupted  I, 
opening  all  at  once  my  eyes  upon  what  had  before 
appeared  to  me  to  be  very  obfcure,  Ah  !  take  care, 
continued  I  without  flopping,  you  have  ill  ferved 
my  Lord  Linch,  he  will  give  you  but  little  thanks 
for  your  miftake:  This  is  not  my  After,  believe  me^ 
hi  uh  again  down  on  the  fliore,  you  are  about  giving 
us  ufelcfs  vexations.  He  appeared  at  lirft  a  little 
difconceried  at  the  natural  air  with  which  I  accom- 
panied this  requeil ;  but  perfuading  himfelf  immedi- 
ately that  it  was  all  an  artifice,  by  which  I  hoped  to 
deliver  ourfelves  out  of  his  hands,  he  only  fmilcd  at 
the  agitation  1  had  hitherto  (hewed,  and  having  con- 
fe(fed  to  mc  that  he  was  executing  the  commiflion  of 
my  Lord  Linch,  he  remiued  me  to  the  clearing  up 
of  the  doubt  I  would  fain  raife  in  him,  till  we  land- 
ed in  Ireland. 

I  did  not  forbear  to  infill  on  this  particular  a  long- 
time, and  receiving  no  other  anfwer,  ajuft  inipuUe 
C/f  impatience  hurried  me  oa  to  reproach  him  for 
the  infamous  commiOion  with  which  he  was  charged. 
But  being  as  infenfible  to  my  injuries  as  to  ray  com- 
plaint, this  condujfl  on  the  contrary  ferved  to  confirm 
him  in  his  opinion,  that  i  would  have  impofed  oa 
him  ;  and  he  thought  of  nothing  but  prcfling  the 
i.iilors  to  make  the  moH  of  the  wind,  which  continu- 
ed  favourable. 

Mademoifelle  dc  L— heard  every  thing  that  my 

anger  and  iLcal  dicw  from  me  iu  her  prcicnce.     Her 
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alarms  abated  much,  when  flie  was  aflured  that  they 
reiftookher  for  another.  She  declared  handfomely  to 
me,  that  it  was  a  great  coiifolation  to  her  to  think 
that  her  misfortune  ferved  to  make  Pvofe  avoid  one 
much  greater;  and  in  reality  I  thought  I  was  the 
only  pcrfon  who  had  reafon  to  be  pitied  in  fo  cruel  an 
adventure.  What  had  I  not  to  apprehend  from  the 
furious  Lirich,  after  fo  many  proofs  of  violence  that 
have  appeared  in  his  character,  and  efpecialiy,  when 
'  fLiding  iiimfeif  deceived  in  his  liopes,  he  might,  per- 
haps, make  the  fird  heat  of  his  refentment  fall  on  rac. 
I  turned  my  eyes  towards  heaven  to  pray  for  that 
fuccour,  which  I  had  no  reafon  to  expect  elfewhere, 
or  at  lead  for  a  meafure  of  conftancy  and  ftrength 
equal  to  fuch  terrible  trials. 

The  wind  feconded  {<^  well  the  diligence  of  the 
mariners,  that  we  landed  on  the  night  of  the  fourtiv 
day  at  the  little  port  of  Glefljck,  a  few  miles  from 
Waterford.  Our  ravilhers  found  a  chaife,  which 
they  had  left  there  at  their  departure.  They  took 
only  the  neceffary  time  for  putting  to  their  horfes, 
und  prefiing  us  to  commit  ourfelves  to  our  journey, 
they  v/ent  forward  with  fo  much  diligence,  that  on  the 
next  day  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at  the  feat  of 
their  mafter.  1  trembled  when  I  faw  his  caftle,  and 
already  formed  to  myfelf  all  the  circumftances  of  our 
reception.  I  then  turned  my  f^^hs  towards  heaven. 
In  fine,  our  chaife  entered  the  court,  and  while  our  prin- 
cipal guide  gave  his  hand  to  Mademoifelle  de  L — to 
help  her  to  alight,  another  cf  our  guards,  furprifed  lo 
fee  no  body  appear  to  receive  us,  called  with  a  loud 
■voice  fome  of  the  fervants  by  their  names.  Our 
guide  led  us  into  an  apartuient,  and  feeming  to 
Vv-onder  in  his  turn,  that  no  perfon  yet  appeared,  he 
demanded  permiflion  to  leave  us  for  a  moment.  Thi& 
air  of  fclitude  raifed  in  me  alfo  fome  furprife.  Not 
the  leaft  flirring  was  about  us,  and  Vve  waited  miOre 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  filence,  and  under  au 
uncertainty  what  our  let  would  be. 

Our  guide  returned  alone.  The  confternation  I 
remarked  ia  his  face  was  not  apt  to  give  ir.e  better 
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hopes.  Neverthelefs,  havmg  continued  thoughtful  for 
feme  time,  he  at  laft  encouraged  Mademoifeile  deL — » 
whom  he  itili  took  for  my  firter,  to  fignify  her  will 
and  commands  freely  in  a  houfe  where  (he  might 
look  upon  h«rfelf  as  abfolute  miftrefs.  This  is  the 
intention  of  my  Lord,  added  he,  but  affairs  are  much 
changed.  He  fell  for  a  moment  into  a  thoughtful 
penfivenefiijand  we  never  endeavoured  to  interrupt  him. 
It  is  three  weeks,  faid  he,  fince  I  left  my  Lord  here 
with  thirty  domefticks.  I  found  not  one  to  day  but 
the  houfe- keeper.  Neverthelefs,  you  fhali  be  ferved 
with  as  much  refped  as  care,  faid  he  again  to  my 
companion.  The  fervants  1  have  with  me  know  the 
will  of  their  maftsr,  and  i  (hall  be  at  hand  to  give 
th^m  a  good  exarr>plc. 

Notwiih.landing  the  new  inquietudes  which  all  thefe 
obfcurities  might  have  caufed  me,  I  inwardly  gave 
thanks  to  Heaven  for  the  abfence  of  Linch.  I  found 
myfelf  delivered  from  the  principal  of  n>y  fears,  and 
imagiaing  that  they  would  have  no  thoughts  of  re- 
ftraining  me  of  liberty  in  a  place,  where  I  could  make 
no  ufe  cf  it,  I  was  in  hopes  that  heaven  wwuld  con- 
firm that  prote<5lion  which  it  appeared  alri*ady  to  afford 
me.  Mademoifeile  de  L —  waited  that  1  fhould  ex- 
plain myfelf.  Let  us  accept,  faid  I,  the  offers  they 
have  made  us,  and  think  of  nothing  but  recruiting 
your/elf  after  the  fatigue  of  fuch  a  voyage.  I  engaged 
her  really  to  refufe  nothing,  that  might  conduce  to 
her  health  or  repofe.  We  began  from  that  moment 
to  make  ufc  of  all  the  accommodations  the  houfe 
kffi'rdcd. 

Neverthelefs,  I  often  perceived  that  I  was  watched, 
fo  as  I  could  not  take  a  walk  in  the  park  without  be- 
ing followed  by  one  of  our  guards.  My  hopes  were 
not  yet  to  attempt  an  efcapc ;  for  nothing  could  b? 
capable  of  making  me  abandon  my  companion  to  all 
the  dangers,  thai  perpetually  menaced  her  youth  and 
beauty  ;  yet  I  did  not  at  all  doubt,  hut  ih.U  in  rambling; 
a  little  from  the  calUc,  1  might  be  informed  by  the 
iirft  peafant,  who  \yas  not  paid  for  holding  his  tongue, 
©f  the  myQcrious  rcafons  of  Linch'a  abiuncc.  With 
C  6  whac 
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what  aiFe6lation  foever  our  guards  avoided  to  fatisfy 
my  curiofity,  I  difcovered  a  great  embarrairment  in 
their  anfwers,  and  a  grief  in  their  minds.  There 
happened  at  the  fame  time  an  accident,  that  would, 
in  Tpite  of  them,  have  given  us  fomc  light,  if  Ma- 
demoifelle  de  L —  had  not  failed  in  courage  to  lay 
hold  of  the  opportunity  that  prefented  itfelf. 

Having  one  day  goae  into  the  garden,  I  left  her 
alone  in  the  chamber,  wJiere  we  paff^d  feme  part  of 
our  time,  into  which  fhe  was  furprifed  to  fee  a  gen- 
tleman enter,  who  having  found  no  body  in  the  court: 
of  the  caftle,  introduced  himfelf  with  fo  much  the 
more  freedom,  as  he  was  one  of  the  neareft  relations 
of  the  mailer.  He  was  as  much  amazed  as  flie  to  find 
there  a  lady,  whofe  beauty  dazzled  him  ;  and  although 
he  fpoke  French  but  indifferently,  yet  it  ferved  him 
well  enough  to  make  her  underftand  his  apologies. 
He  came  there,  as  he  faid,  to  get  an  account  of  the 
lateft  news  they  had  of  the  misfortune  of  my  Lord 
Linch.  She,  whom  every  thing  was  capable  of  alarm- 
ing in  her  fituation,  had  no  other  thoughts  than  to 
get  rid  of  the  converfation  of  an  unknown  perfon,  and 
calling  up  a  fervant  immediately,  ihe  retired  without 
carrying  her  views  further. 

This  event,  which  ihe  prefently  informed  me  of  at 
my  return,  produced  in  the  confequences  an  efFe<5l  very 
odd.  As  fhe  had  reproached  herfelf  with  having  too 
readily  given  way  to  her  fears,  and  ardently  wilhed 
to  recover  the  fame  opportunity  of  inftruflion ;  fhe  flood 
the  days  following  fometimcB  at  the  window,  with 
the  hopes  that  either  fhe  or  1  may  difcover  fomebody, 
whom  we  might  queftion.  The  gentleman,  who  had 
thus  feared  her,  did  not  leave  the  caftle  without  car- 
rying away  with  him  an  imprefTion  of  her  charms, 
and  ft'hatever  explanation  he  had  drawn  from  the  fer- 
vants  who  attended  us,  the  day  following  he  gave  way 
to  the  inclination  of  his  heart,  which  recalled  to  his 
mind  every  thing  about  her  that  had  affeded  it. 
Our  guards  having  probably  made  a  difficulty  in 
giving  him  admittance  into  the  hcufe,  he  fuccefskfiy 
employed  himfslf  in  fearching  forae  opportunity  ot 
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procuring  the  fight  of  Mademoifelle  de  L— •;  buC 
the  fame  hopes   drew  him  there  again  the  days  fol- 
lowing, and  having  difcovered  her  from  afar  off  aC 
her   window,    he    paffed    over    all  cbilacl^s   to  get 
near  her  from  the  court.     She  faw  him,  fhe   affec- 
ted to  rerrark  him  with  fome  attention  ;  and  under 
an    impati-^nce  to    recover  the    opportunity,    whic^i 
fhe  reproached  ucrfelf  for  having  loft,  Ihe  continued 
looking  at  him  long  enough   to  infpire  him  wilh  the 
courage  of  approaching  near.     She  did  not  obferve^ 
that  the  fervants  had  taken  the  precaution  ^{  lifting 
up  the  draw  bridge,  and  that  he  was  Hopped  againft 
his  will  by  a  large  moat.     This  fcene  having  con- 
tinued a  part  of  the  afternoon,  fhe  retired  Irom  her 
window,  diffatisfied  enough  with  the  wearinefs  flie  had 
fhewn  to  the  miftaken  reipe(5l  of  a  fearful  man.     He 
was   neverthelefs  lo   far  removed  from  this  way   of 
thinking,  that  on  the  contrary,  having  drawn  the  moft 
flattering  picture  of  her  complaifance  for  him  from 
her  looking    on  him   fo  long,    he  fancied    that  fhe 
entered  into  the   meaning  of  his  diligence,  and  wa3 
difpolcd  to  approve  of  it.     He  returned  the  next  day 
full  of  thofe  thoughts,  whilil  Mademoifelle  de  L — , 
thinking  on  her  fide  to  procure  the  means  of  fpeaking 
to  him,  (hewM  herfilf  at  her  window  with  a  refolutiaa 
of  employing  all  arts  proper  to  make  him  iurmount 
his  fears.      In  reality  fhe  not  only  appeared  attentive 
to  the   pains  he   took  to  falute  her  often,  but  feeing 
)»im  ftand  at  the  lame  diilance,  (he  ventured  to  make 
him   a    fign   to   come    nearer.     A    favour   fo    little 
expedcd  ftemed  to  throw  him  into  a  tranfpot  t.  I  muft 
confefs  that  1   was  at  the  back  of  Mademoifelle  de 
L — ,  and  that  it  was  at  my  pcrfuafion  (be  was  pre- 
vailed on  to  call  him.     We  had  for  fome  moments  ai 
fight  of   his    embarraffment   and    dilturbance.     He 
Aretched   out  boih  liii>  hands  towards  the  biidge,  to 
make  us  obfcrvc  that  it  w;i5  raifcd  up ;  he  let  them  fail, 
pointing  at  the  moat,  to  Ihcw  us  the  breadth  of  it  j  he 
turned  ihcm  on  every  fide  the  court,  to  make  us  un- 
dcrlland  that  he  could  find  no  accefs  into  it ;  he  lifted 
them  up  again  towardi  us  with  divers  motions,  ex- 

prcfTmg 


62  T/ze  Dean  cf  Cole KAiuE, 

preflihg  his  defpair ;  in  fine,  appearing  to  take  all  at 
once  another  rerdution,  he  began  to  Oiew  other  figns^ 
which  I  could  not  preiently  comprehend  fo  readily  as 
the  firlt.  In  ftretching  out  his  arm  he  made  a  femi- 
circle  with  his  hand.  Yet  1  thought  he  diicovered 
that  he  meant  the  garden,  by  which  he  would  point 
out,  that  the  paiTige  that  way  was  more  eafy ;  but  he 
rnuCt  then  traverfc  many  apartments.  All  the  new 
figns  he  added  made  me  conceive,  that  he  wanted  to 
be  affifted  by  us.  I  prefTed  Mademoifelle  de  L —  ta 
anfwer  him  by  favourable  inclinations  of  her  head ; 
and  the  poftures  he  made  to  exprefs  his  joy  did  not 
leave  me  longer  in  doubt  of  his  underi^anding  that 
language. 

He  recired  indeed  with  the  appearances  of  a  lively 
fatisfadicn.  Night  being  not  far  cif,  I  thought  no 
more  than  of  following  the  hope  I  had,  that  he 
would  not  fail  to  prefcnt  himfeif  oa  the  other  fide  of 
the  caftie,  and  that  knowing  well  the  avenues,  he 
would  give  me  feme  way  to  underiland,  that  I  might 
readily  find  the  means  of  letting  him  in,  and  I  flat- 
tered myfelf,  that  I  fiiculd  obtain  from  him  thcfe  e» 
ciairciiTments,  for  which  my  curiofity  increafed  every 
day. 

Our  fopper  being  over,  we  got  rid  of  our  guards, 
who  always  paid  that  fubmillion  to  our  orders,  when 
W3  were  difpofed  to  be  alone.  Mademoifeile  de  L — , 
being  Vv'ithoat  intermifiion  taken  up  with  her  trou- 
bles, would  fain  be  difpenfed  from  receiving  the 
exps(5led  villt;  although  it  was  plain  enough  that  the 
gentleman's  motive  was  only  to  ke  her.  She  repo- 
sed herfilf  on  me,  (lie  faid,  for  her  conduct  and  the 
fccurity  of  her  honour,  and  not  having  had  the 
complaifance  of  intangiing  herfelf  in  this  adventure 
for  any  ctlier  end  ilian  entring  into  my  views,  (he 
left  to  me  the  trouble  of  drawing  from  thence  all  the 
advantages  1  propofed.  1  v/as  the  more  foliicitous 
about  it,  as  I  thought  the  refoluticn  agreeable  to  her 
modedy.  My  defiga  was  to  introduce  the  gentlemait 
into  my  chamber,  and  not  only  to  enter  with  him 
irXQ   feme    explanations  relating  to  the   aff^iirs  of 
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my  Lord  Lir.ch,  but  to  profit  foinething,  if  it  wa& 
pollibie,  of  the  weaknefs  1  obferved  in  httn,  to  di(- 
pofe  him  dextroufly  in  the  procuring  us  our  liberty. 
I  went  down  in  the  dark,  and  coming  without 
noile  to  the  garden- door,  I  had  fcarce  opened  it 
before  I  heard  him  cough  foftly  fome  paces  from 
nie.  The  darknefs  would  not  fuifer  me  to  diflingullh 
any  obje<ft;  but  this  fignal,  anfwering  my  expedati- 
ons,  I  admired  only,  that  thofe  fooiilh  paffions  were 
capable  of  infpiring  fuch  an  ardour,  as  our  mod 
holy  duties  do  not  always  give  us ;  and  I  prefenrly 
laid  in  a  low  voice,  If  you  are  th*  man,  \^\iQ  was 
feen  from  the  window,  approach  without  fear.  Hff 
was  with  me  immediately  ;  Give  me  your  hand,  added 
I  in  the  fame  tone,  and  follow  me  without  fpeaking 
one  word.  In  taking  liis  hand,  I  obferved  that  it 
trembled;  you  have  nothing  to  fear  here,  faid  I,  to 
encourage  him;  let  us  only  avoid  making  any  noife 
to  alarm  our  overfeers.  He  recovered  fo  fpeedily^ 
liiat  applying  his  mouth  to  my  hand,  by  the  time  we 
had  gone  four  fteps,  -he  held  it  a  long  time  preficd 
clf'le  to  his  lips.  You  do  not  think  of  what  you  arc 
dr»ing  at  all>  faid  I,  endeavouring  to  draw  my  hand 
hick;  but  he  twenty  times  renewed  this  fort  of  ca- 
refs  in  a  kind  of  tranfport.  My  embarraflVnent  was 
much  greater  in  eroding  a  parlour,  which  he  was  well 
acquainted  with.  He  ftoppcd  me  all  of  a  fadden. 
Where  is  the  nece(rity,faidhe  in  bad  French,  of  going 
any  further.  Do  you  think  we  have  any  thing  to 
riflk.  here?  Yes,  anlwered  I,  fpeak  low;  we  may  be 
hcatd,  and  I  know  no  place  {o  fecure  as  Jiiy  cham- 
ber. At  leaft,  replied  he,  taking  hold  of  my  head, 
and  giving  me  fome  pnffionatc  kilfcs,  let  this  charm* 
ing  parh^ur  be,  for  one  moment,  a  witncfs  ol  my  ar- 
dour! I  Ihould  have  taken  him  for  a  foci,  if  I  had 
not  imagined,  that  he  thought  himfcll  led  by  Madc- 
nirifcUc  de  L ;  but  fmiling  already  at  the  fur- 
prize  into  which  I  lorefaw  he  would  fall  when  he 
Ihould  get  rid  of  his  miitakc)  I  v;at  contented  to  dif- 
engage  mylelf  from  his  anus,  and  prcfied  him  to 
follow  mc.  I  was  under  the  occcniiy  of  enduring  an 
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hundred  importunities  of  this  nature,  till  I  got  to  my 
chamber. 

It  would  make  one  laugh  heartily  in  an  adven- 
ture fo  ferious,  if  J  (hould  undertake  to  paint  the 
aftonifliment  and  canrufiori,  of  which  ne  could  noc 
forbear  difcovering  many  tokens,  when  he  fxw  the 
deforaiity  of  my  figure  by  the  light.  In  his  firft 
iiirprize,  he  clapped  his  hand  to  his  fword,  and  I 
cannot  tell  what  his  vexation  and  difappointment 
would  have  made  him  capable  of  doing,  if  I  had  noc 
madsi  hafte  to  recover  his  wits  by  the:  kindnefs  and 
iliioothnefs  of  my  firft  expreilions.  You  are  here  out 
of  dan^rr,  faid  I,  and  far  from  thinking  of  violence, 
you  \vi<l  have  no  occafion  of  exercifing  any  thing  bvst 
good  offices.  Pray  be  feated  ;  and  feeing  it  was  with 
difficulty  he  recovered  from  his  trouble,  it  feemed  to 
ine.  as  if  the  very  diforder  he  was  in  might  favour  my 
defign.  You  are  a  friend  to  my  Lord,  added  I, 
and  confequently  curious  to  know  the  lateft  news  con-  - 
ccrning  him.  Yes,  faid  he,  ftiil  retaining  fome  em- 
barraffment,  and  I  cannot  imagine  what  has  made  his 
ftrvants  here  io  troubh^fonie,  that  they  brutifhly  for- 
bid me  entrance  into  his  houfe  during  his  abfence.  I 
can  inform  you  fomething  of  this,  interrupted  I ;  but 
tell  me  v>rhat  accounts  you  have  of  him,  and  what 
does  the  country  fay  of  his  mifchance.  This  n3an- 
Jier  of  talking  to  him  brought  him  to  himfelf  oer- 
feaiy. 

He  anfwered,  that  he  knew  no  more  than  all- 
the  county  knew  of  him,  that  is  to  fay,  that  Linch, 
being  furprized  by  the  viceroy's  guards,  had  beeu 
carried  away  without  mak-ing  any  refinance,  and 
that  he  was  a  prifoner  in  the  caftle  of  Dublin.  We 
cannot  imagine  the  reafoas  of  this  proceeding  to 
be  other  than  his  engagements  to  the  court  of 
St  Germain,  and  the  high  favour,  in  which  they 
pretend  he  was,  about  King  James.  They  even 
afiure  us,  added  he,  that  he  had  thoughts  of 
fettling  in  France,  and  that  his  two  late  voyages 
there  have  made  him  fufpeded  to  the  heads  of  the 
Rate.     Thcfe  lights  not  being  fufficient,  I  intcrrupt:- 
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cd  him  to  anticipate  the  quellions  which  I  expected* 
I  am  ignorant,  laid  I,  of  the  conlequences  of  this 
mii'chiet,  nor  am  I  yet  better  informed  thereof  than 
you  ;  tor  though,  they  have  hindred  you  from  entring 
into  this  houfe,  you  cannot  perhaps  imagine  that  they 
have  Ihut  me  up  in  it.  He  appeared  iurprized  at  this 
dilbourfe,  and,  as  I  had  no  oiher  precau'ions  to  takc^ 
than  what  might  help  to  obtain  the  liberty  of  Made- 
moiklle  de  JL. —  arid  my  own,  I  continued  to  relate 
to  him  by  what  adventure  we  found  ourlelves  almoft 
as  much  impriloned  in  Lincii's.  caille,  as  Linch  him- 
fclf  was  in  that  of  Dublin.  His  zeal  was  fo  ranch 
the  more  heated  by  this  recital,  as  he  thought,  that 

not  only  the  birth  of  Mademoifelle  dc  L. de- 

ferved  refpe(5t,  but  that  being  conveyed  to  Ireland  by 
a  mere  millake  of  our  guides,  he  had  a  right  to  ferve 
her,  without  offering  any  offence  to  a  friend  whom 
he  feared.  I  carefully  guarded  myfelf  from  Ipeaking 
to  him  of  the  particular  relentmcnts  that  Linch  mighc 
retain  againft  me  ;  neverthelefs,  not  having  conceal- 
ed from  him  that  1  was  an  Irilhman,  this  confcilion 
led  me  to  tell  him  my  name.  He  was  acquainted 
with  it  fo  much  the  readier,  as  having  learned  his  ex- 
ercifes  with  my  brothers  in  Dublin,  and  he  Ibll  re- 
tained a  very  tender  regard  for  Patrick.  You  (hall 
not  be  detained  here,  faid  he,  for  any  longer  lime 
than  you  dcfire.  Nothing  hinders  us  trom  going  out 
the  fame  way  I  came  in.  I  have  horfcs,  added  he, 
at  the  park-gate,  and  you  (hall  be  at  liberty  this  mo- 
ment, if  you  will  follow  me. 

The  only  dilhcuhy  that  hindered  me  related  to  Ma- 
demoifelle de  L — ,  whom  i  was  fearful  of  expc-fing 
to  new  dangers.  He  penetrated  my  fears,  and  open- 
ing himfelf  witha  gcnerofity  fuitable  to  his  birth,  he 
intrcated  me  to  believe,  that  I  Ihould  find  a  vail  dif- 
ference between  the  rc<peas  he  Ihould  pay  to  a  lady, 
whoi'e  merit  and  condition  I  iiad  acquainted  him 
with,  and  thofe  he  had  held  for  her,  when  he  toclc 
her  for  nothing  but  a  common  'voman,  whom  he 
imagined  my  Lord  Linch  had  made  lubicrvient  to 
his  plcafures.  His  houfc  was  uo  farther  aom  usthaa 

three 
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three  miles.    He  alTured  me  he  had  there  his  mother 

and  fiders,  with  whom  Mademoifelle  de  L might 

continue  in  as  mucli  harmony  as  fafety.  His  word, 
which  he  gave  me  in  the  moft  proper  terms  to  re- 
move my  fears,  had  at  Jength  the  power  to  infpire 
me  with  fome  confidence,  1  had  learned  from  oar 
guards,  that  he  was  very  near  related  in  blood  to  my 
Lord  iitnch,  and,  in  the  choice  of  two  dangers,  I 
was  perfuaded,  that  the  lafeO.  way  was  to  (lum  the 
greaJ:eft,  by  repofing  wv^itM  on  the  faith  of  a  man  of 
quality. 

I  would  not  have  any  thing  more  underftood  by 
this  relUdion,  than  that  my  confidence  was  deceived. 
For  what   I  trufted  to,  as  an  advantage  to  Made- 

moifelie  de  L ,  became  the  occafion  ot  a  thouiand 

misfortunes,  to  which  her  unlucky  fate  had  deftined 
her,  and  rhe  fource  of  an  infinity  of  troubles  to  my- 
felf.  Blind  wifdom  of  men,  thac  without  rnter- 
million  engages  them  in  precipices,  which  they  la- 
bour to  avoid  I 

The  gentleman,  who  fo  generoufly  offered  me  his 
fervices,  was  called  Anglefey.  This  name,  which  I 
knew,  having  put  an  end  to  my  doubts,  I  demanded 
a  moment  to  make  the  propofal  of  our  departure  to 
my  companion;  nor  that  I  forefaw  any  difficulty  in 
bringing  her  to  relifa  my  advice,  but  I  thought  to 
infpire  her  with  courage,  by  laying  before  her  the 
faccours  that  providence  had  prepared  to  offer  us» 
Far  from  being  terrified  at  fo  precipitate  arefolution, 
fhe  was  raviihed  with  joy  to  find  a  retreat  open  to 
her  with  ladies  of  a  dill  in  gui  (lied  name,  where  Ihe 
might  recover  herfelf  a  little  from  her  frights  and 
fatigue.  We  had  ncthinj^  very  cumberfome  to  carry 
with  us,  So  taking  the  refoJution  that  fame  hour  to 
follow  our  deliverer,  we  went  down  into  the  garden^ 
from  whence  we  readily  gained  the  park-gate.  The 
opinion  I  had  of  the  honour  and  fidelity  of  Anglefey» 
did  not  hinder  me  from  taking  Mademoifelle  de  L.---» 
behind  me,  I  requefied  of  him  to  gallop  before  U3> 
to  prepoBefs  his  mother  and  fifters  v/ith  our  arrival, 
Siiid  hiS  lacfjuey,  who  walked  before  us  on  foot,  bi-ing 
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fuf?icient  to  ftiew  us  the  way,  I  put  myfelf  quietly 
on  the  road  in  an  exceeding  dark  night.  What  re- 
flexions neverthelefs  did  I  not  make  on  the  oddnefs 
jof  an  adventure,  as  oppofite  to  my  inclinations  as  my 
chara<^er  !  An  ecclefiaftic  of  my  figure  and  age,  on 
horfeback  in  the  dark,  with  a  beautiful  young  lady 
of  feventeea  years  old  behind  him ;  what  a  lirange 
fcene  ! 

Our  journey  was  as  happy  as  It  was  fnort.  We 
arrived  at  a  houfe,  not  fo  large  as  that  of  my  Lord 
Linch's,  but  of  fuch  an  handlome  appearance  as  ta 
give  us  room  to  judge  at  our  entrance,  that  it  was 
not  inhabited  by  people  of  an  ordinary  condition^ 
Anglefey,  who  haftened  to  do  us  the  honours  of  the 
houfe,  received  us  with  all  the  proofs  of  refpedl  that 
he  would  have  ihewn  the  viceroy.  His  mother,  as 
refpedabie  for  her  virtue  as  her  birth,  and  his  two 
fifters,  who  were  deficient  in  no  graces  common  to 
the  women  of  Ireland,  waited  on  us  in  an  apartment 
very  well  f  urnilhed,  and,  at  our  firft  appearance,  load- 
ed us  with  civilities  and  tendernefs.  Our  firlt  dif- 
courle  was  only  a  repetition  of  the  unfortunate  ad» 
venture  that  had  kidnapped  us  out  of  France.  After- 
wards, whilft  the  two  fillers  had  particularly  engaged 
themfelves  to  Mademoifclle  de  L ,  the  mother  de- 
clared her  joy  in  feeing  me  at  her  houfe,  made  me 
call  to  mind  divers  circumftances,  whereby  flie  re- 
membered to  have  feen  fome  gentlemen  of  my  fami- 
ly, and  aikcd  me,  if  I  did  not  believe  that  v/c  were 
related- by  different  perfons,  whofe  names  (lie  men- 
tioned. Mhe  remembered  to  have  heard  her  fon  re- 
late a  thoufand  times,  how  intimate  he  was  with  my 
brothers,  and  the  dofcription  lie  had  given  of  Patrick 
{<d  much  to  his  advantage,  and  (lie  received  with  joy 
the  account  of  the  cftablilhment  of  his  fortune  by  a 
very  advafTiageons  marriage.  We  foui>d  alfo  among 
thofe  our  kind  hofis  all  the  fentimenls  of  goodiieis 
and  honour,  wbich  nught  make  us  look  on  their 
houfo  a«  an  agreeable  fanduary. 
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BOOK         VI. 


TH  E  profound  reft,  in  which  I  d^\{i^o{t^  rRyfelf 
to  pafs  the  night,  did  not,  upon  ray  retiring, 
prevent  me  from  employ  i  g  my^  thoughts  on  tnc 
inquiettides  of  my  Lord  I'ensrmtH  and  Rofe,  Ja- 
cin  couid  ^Vi<i  only  a  'errible  relation  to  make  them, 
and  had  the  rnoft  dreadful  apprehenfions  to  impart. 
I  did  not  go  to  bed  before  I  drew  np  a  detail  of  my 
adventure  in  a  letter  that  I  propofed  to  forward  them 

the  day  followir-g,     Mademoifeile  de  L inclofed 

in  it  one  addreiTed  to  my  filter.  My  purfe,  in  which 
I  had  luckily  above  one  hundred  louid'ors,  not  hav- 
ing been  diminilhed  by  our  troubles,  I  found  myfelf 
in  a  condition  to  procure  for  my  companion  all  ne- 
ceflaries  fuitable  to  our  fituation.  So  the  next  day  I 
put  about  her  a  woman,  who  confented  to  accompa- 
ny us  to  Paris.  Our  defign  was  not  to  make  a  long 
fiay  in  Ireland;  but  a  journey  undertaken  out  ofne- 
ceifiry  and  prudence,  was  not  to  be  made  with  fofew 
preparations,  as  the  running  away  with  us  had  been. 
It  was  necefTary  we  fhould  wait  Jor  opportunities,  that 
did  not-prefent  themfelves  ev-ry  day,  and  provide  a 
thoufand  neceffary  conveniences  for  the  road.  The 
imprifonment  of  my  Lord  Linch  icft  us  full  liberty 
to  think  of  this  journey  without  fear  \  and  except  on- 
ly the  refentment  which  he  might  retain  agaiiUl  me, 
I  could  not  fee  any  reafon  to  make  me  apprehenfivs 
of  his  return.  Among  all  other  circumftances  I  had 
not  forgot,  that  I  had  a  beloved  brother,  and  a  dear 
flock,  whom  it  was  my  duty  to   covet  to  fee  ;  but  I 

looked  on  Mademoifeile  de  L as  a  trull,  which 

our  pref^nt  condition  made. yet  more  precious,  and 
which  uecelfarily  called  for  my  firft  cares,  I  was  im- 
patiect  to  return  to  France  j  aad  though  I  had  other 
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iubjeds  of  alarm,  that  I  could  not  dilTemble,  I  could 
not  nevertheiefs  but  be  under  vaft  uneafinefs,  as  long 
as  the  fea  was  not  between  her  and  Patrick. 

ADglefey,  whoie  fentinients  were  coufiniied  vvichia 
the  bounds  of  efteem  ^nd  refped,  did  not  refufe  to 
employ  himfelf  in  the  preparations  for  our  journey  ; 
but  by  an  .^tflion  of  gallantry,  as  much  as  to  oblige 
his  mother  and  firters,  he  agreeably  told  us,  that  we 
ought  not  to  reckon  upon  his  diligence,  and  that  he 
was  making  it  his  ftudy  to  conceal  from  us  all  the 
opportunities  that  prefented  for  our  departure,  or  to 
difcourage  us  from  laying  hold  of  then).  He  made  it 
alfo  his  bufinefs  to  procure  for  MademoifeJle  de  L — , 
all  the  aniufements  that  he  thought  would  help  to 
difljpate  her  grief.  She  had  not  indeed  the  power 
to  conceal  it;  her  tears  or  fighs  betrayed  it  every 
moment  in  fpite  of  all  her  cautions.  It  was  natural 
to  take  thefe  demon ftrations  of  h^r  lorrow  for  the 
effed  of  our  common  mistortunes,  ap.d  I  effeded  niy- 
felf  not  to  give  any  other  meaning  to  thcim  :  But  ha- 
ving other  rcafons,  that  would  not  i'uffer  me  to  mif- 
take  them,  I  admired  liow  a  perfon  oi  her  age  v;as 
capable  o^  fo  deep  an  irnprefli.»n,  and  1  lamented  her 
giving  herftlt  up  as  a  vi(5tim  to  an  irremediable  an- 
guilh. 

V/hile  I  was  employing  myfelf  in  fupplying  by 
my  own  care,  what  the  flownefs  of  Anghfey  w(>uld 
not  give  rue  room  loon  to  hope  for  from  his  cu- 
riolity  to  hear  fome  news  of  l.inch,  and  to  learn 
under  this  pretext  what  his  people  thr)ught  of  our 
efcape,  carried  hi;n  cue  day  to  the  callle,  from 
whence  he  had  delivered  us.  He  returned  in  the 
evening,  with  a  letter  addreifed  to  me.  This  is  from 
niy  Lord  Linch,  laid  he,  who  ya  thinks  you  his 
prifoner,  and  is  no  Icfs  pcrfuadcd  that  your  fiUer  is 
there  with  you.  His  Icrvants  have  poilcilcd  him  with 
this  lalfe  notion  out  c-l  Icar  to  augment  his  mif- 
fortunc  by  redoublinj.*  Mk  vexations.  He  told  us,  put- 
ting the  letter  into  my  hands,  that  having  gone  into 
the  cadic,  he  tound  there  all  the  mat  k>  of  a  profound 
^oaUeruation.     Our  l^ighc  palled  among  them  for 

a  frodigy. 
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a  prodigy,  which  our  guards  had  not  yet  compre- 
hended. Their  chief,  thinking  he  had  no  more  mea- 
fures  to  obf&rve,  made  no  difficulty  of  opening  him- 
felf  to  him  on  the  unfortunate  end  of  his  commiffion, 
the  beginning  of  which  had  Leen  fo  fuccefsful.  On 
the  day  of  our  arrival  he  had  difpatched  one  of  his 
allociatcs  to  Dublin,  to  give  an  account  to  their  maf- 
ter  of  the  fuccefs  of  their  enterprize,  and  to  comfort 
him  under  his  misfortunes,  by  acquainting  him,  that 
the  intereft  of  his  heart  was  at  leaft  in  fecurity.  This 
news  overwhelmed  him  with  joy.  He  employed  two 
days  in  writing  me  a  letter,  which  he  had  begun 
twenty  times  ;  and  preffing  the  meflenger  to  carry 
it  to  me,  he  recommended  it  to  him  with  the  moll 
earneft  intreaties  to  obtain  a  fpeedy  anfwer.  In  the 
mean  time,  eight  days  had  already  pafled  fince  our 
efcape,  and  four  fince  the  return  of  the  mefienger, 
without  their  being  capable  of  coming  to  the  leaft 
refolution.  What  ihall  they  anfwer  my  Lord  ?  How 
apprife  him  of  a  misfortune  that  would  put  him 
befides  himfelf,  efpecially  at  a  time  when  his  affairs 
were  taking  a  turn  fo  little  favourable,  that  he  had 
need  of  all  freedom  of  mind  to  qualify  him  to  make 
his  defence  ?  In  fine,  our  raviiher,  who  had  alfo 
found  himfelf  the  inheritor  of  our  troubles,  had 
intreated  Anglefey  to  aid  him  in  his  embarraiTment; 
and  interefting  him  in  the  happinefs  of  his  mafter 
by  the  title  of  relation  and  friend,  he  had  fubmitted 
himfelf  to  be  conduced  entirely  by  his  orders  and  ad- 
vice. 

Anglefey  would  have  put  an  end  to  this  comedy, 
iy  confefiing  to  them  all  at  once  that  he  had  given 
us  a  retreat  in  his  houfe,  and  that  being  informed  of 
their  miftake  in  rsuning  away  with  one  perfon  in- 
ftead  of  another,  he  did  not  think  he  fhouid  difoblige 
his  friend  and  relation  in  receiving  us  with  that 
civility  that  was  due  to  people  of  honour;  but  the 
fear  of  engaging  himfelf  out  of  feafon,  without  my 
participation,  and  the  defire  alfo  of  getting  out  of 
their  hands  my  Lord's  letter,  made  hira  take  another 
iTefolution.     Without  confeiHng  that  he  v;as  already 

at 
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at  the  bottom  of  our  adventure,  and  pretending 
that  he  had  got  fome  news,  that  gave  him  hopes 
of  difcovering  our  retreat,  and  propofing  to  take 
charge  of  the  letter,  he  engaged,  upon  his  vtrordv  to 
return  it  again  in  three  days,  if  he  did  not  fucceed 
in  making  it  fall  into  my  hands.  As  to  the  inquie- 
tude of  their  mafter,  he  advlfed  them  to  keep  it  yet 
in  fufpenfe,  by  continuing  to  conceal  our  flight 
from  him,  and  by  fpeedily  i*nforming  him,  that  from 
the  trouble  I  was  in  of  feeing  myfelf  carried  a- 
way  with  my  fifter,  I  had  abfolutely  refufed  to  give 
him  any  anfwer,  until  he  had  reftored  us  to  our  li- 
berty. I'his  artifice  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  they  in» 
trufted  the  letter  to  his  care,  and  being  perfuadcd 
it  mull  contain  fome  important  hints,  he  had  not 
loft  one  moment  in  bringing  it  to  me,  1  opened 
it  with  impatience.  It  was  of  fuch  a  length  as 
correfponded  very  well  with  the  time  Lirch  had 
taken  to  write  it,  and  I  foon  difcovered,  that  the 
main  point  of  the  matter  had  not  embarra/fed  hini 
lefs  than  he  expedled.  It  was  an  apology  for  his 
love,  and  all  the  courfe  of  his  conduct.  Taking  up 
the  hillory  of  his  pafllon  from  its  original,  he  con- 
cluded, by  declaring  himfelf  innocent,  or  by  char- 
ping  his  faults  upon  love  and  fortune.  But  callmg 
Heaven  to  witnefs,  that  even  in  the  ftrongeft  tran- 
iports  of  his  pafTion,  of  which  he  acknowledged  him- 
felf guilty,  he  had  never  loft  the  utmoft  veneration 
for  me,  and  lefs  the  reverence  he  owed  to  the  fove- 
rcign  miltrefs  of  his  afFedions  ;  ought  he  then,  faid 
he,  to  yield  up  thofe  rights,  which   he  had  acqui- 

d  by  the  moft  holy  promifcs  ?  Was  not  his  ho- 
,iOur  alfo  intereftcd  as  much  as  his  love  ?  By  what 
contempt  of  his  pcrfon  and  our  nation  was  I  fo 
'iSftinate  in  preferring  a   Frenchman  to  him  ?  This 

IS  not  only  fo  in  the  cafe  of  des  PcfTcs ;  after  the 
ct(jath  of  one  rival,  did  1  rot  employ  all  my  paini 
to  raife  him  up  another,  and  to  make  him  triumph 
more  furcly  over  the  heart  of  Kofe ;  did  I  not 
mak;  it  my  ftndy  to  choofe  out  one  endowed  with 
iiii  thofc  qualitiefti  that  could  not  fail  to  dazzle  a  wo- 
man? 
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man  ?  But  if  he  had  the  misfortune  to  appear  in  mr 
eyes  lefs  amiable,  what  reproach  had  1  to  make  to 
his  birth^  to  his  fortune,  to  his  rank,  or  to  his 
honour  ?  The  faults,  that  perhaps  had  made  hina 
odious  to  me,  were  they  of  a  nature  to  difhonour 
a  gentleman,  to  whom  the  ufe  of  the  fvvord  ought 
to  be  familiar  ?  And  he  dc fired  moreover  to  know, 
to  what  fource  thofe  faults  ought  to  be  afcribed. 
In  the  refoiution  |ie  had  taken  of  bearing  me  off 
with  my  fiifer,  ought  1  not  to  fee,  to  what  height 
he  was  capable  of  carrying  his  delicacy,  and  to  per- 
ceive therein  the  fame  fcruples  of  honour,  which 
had  hindered  him  before  from  running  away  with 
her  alone,  and  without  my  participation  \  He  de- 
fired  that  I  would  be  a  witnefs  of  his  condudt,  and 
a  judge  of  his  fentiments.  All  my  coldnefs  and  re- 
pugnances, he  was  fure,  would  foon  give  way  to  the 
ardour  of  his  friendfhip  and  carefles.  The  care  of 
his  wiiole  ][fe  Ihould  be  employed  in  carving  out 
for  me  a  fortune  worthy  of  me.  He  even  flattered 
himfeif,  that  my  fider  would  return  from  her  un- 
happy prepofTeffions,  and  that  with  the  liberty  he 
fhould  have  of  jiving  near  her,  he  Ihould  iijfgilibly 
find  the  means  of  (l^ftning  her  heart.  His  ua- 
happinefs  did  not  proceed  from  any  thing  elfe  but 
his  beeing  too  long  deprived  of  t.he  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing her  without  reftraint.  What  latisfadion  did 
he  did  not  promife  himfeif  in  a  converfation  fo  full 
of  charms  \  What  attention,  what  pain^  was  he 
going  to  apply  to  make  her  happy  ?  He  would  cad 
himfeif  before  hand  on  his  kr.ees  to  conjure  her  to 
forget  her  vexations,  and  to  make  her  all  tlie  repa- 
rations that  (he  Ihould  think  proper  to  diilipate  them. 
His  refped,  and  the  fear  of  having  difpleafed  her, 
had  taken  away  from  him  the  boldnefs  of  writing  to 
heri 

In  fine,  not  doubting,  added  he,  after  a  number 
of  other  refle6Hons,  but  that  1  would  yield  to  his 
intreaties,  and  obferving,  that  after  the  rumour  of 
a  rape  I  had  no  other  llde  to  choofe,  he  intreated 
;CQe  from  henceforth  to  confider  his  interefts  as  my 

owxu 


The  Dean  0/  Coleraine.         73 

cwn.  He  gave  me  an  abrolute  authority  over  his 
houfe  and  eltate,  and  recommended  to  me  to  watch 
without  intermiffion  over  the  quiet  and  fatisfadion 
of  ^Role.  His  confidence  in  me  proceeded  {0  far, 
as  to  impart  to  me  the  embarrafTment  of  his  fituati- 
on  His  enemies  had  infpired  the  government  with 
mifchievous  fufpicions  of  his  loyalty.  I'hough  the 
accufations  did  not  amount  to  a  capital  offence,  yet 
they  might  be  drained  to  it  by  the  leaff  incident, 
which  might  give  to  his,  engagements  with  the  courC 
of  St  Germain  a  colour  ot  high  treafon.  I'he  hoftili- 
ties,  that  briikly  began  between  France  and  England, 
could  not  end  but  in  a  glaring  rupture  ;  and  if  the 
war  fhouid  unhappily  be  declared  before  he  was 
difcharged,  he  might  be  threatned  w^ich  a  refent- 
ment  from  the  fituation  of  the  times,  which  per- 
haps might  make  an  alteration  in  the  nature  oF  the 
depofitions  given  againft;  him.  Upon  fi;iilhing  this 
relation,  he  afked.  if,  from  the  opportunities  1  had 
met  with  of  often  foliciting  the  courts  of  juftice, 
sny  lights  had  remained  with  me,  that  might  help 
him  in  his  defence  ;  and  if,  added  he,  I  did  not 
judge  that  my  company  would  be  nec-tfary  for  my 
lifter,  he  propefed  that  1  fliould  make  a  j  -urney  to 
DubHn  to  aflift  liim  with  my  cou.ifcls. 

This  letter,  of  which  1  have  now  given  an  extra<fl, 
did  not  infpire  me  with  any  mifchievous  re  Hellions, 
r.or  with  any  thing  that  looked  like  a  vain  fati.sfa<^Hon, 
from  which  there  is  fome  dilficuity  to  defend  ones  fell', 
in  feeing  under  folly  and  difgrace  thofe  who  would 
abufe  their  uiiderftanding  anil  liberty  to  our  preju*^ 
dice.  On  the  contrary,  blaming  Anglefey  for  think- 
ing, that  the  advice  he  had  given  to  Linch's  f^i  vants 
might  help  to  eltablifli  the  tranquillity  ol  tht  ir  mailer, 
I  declared  to  thole  rhal  heard  nie,  that  it  would  be 
much  more  advantageous  for  him  to  hnve  but  one 
affair  in  view  ;  and  that  tiie  difqiilct,  into  which 
my  filence  alone  was  capable  of  calling  him,  might 
throw  great  perplexity  over  his  miad  Inii 
thought  made  mc  rcfolve  immediately  to  difab\il<; 
him.     He  will  have  the   vexation^  faiJ  I,  of  ftcin^r 
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his  hopes  and  his  meafures  dif^ppointed;  but  by  com* 
forting  himfelf  under  a  reraedilels  evil,  he  will  eai' 
ploy  himfelf  only  on  what  is  rooft  urgent.  It  was 
.after  I  had  brought  myfcH  to  this  refolution,  that  I 
forn:ied  from  it  one  more  extended.  In  reading  over 
his  letter,  I  was  moved  at  the  turn  he  had  given 
to  his  juftification,  and  I  conceived  in  effe6l,  that  an 
ardent  paffion  in  a  fierce  man  may  hurry  him  into 
luch  violent  extremes,  as  his  reafon  might  condemn, 
and  yet  not  leave  him  the  power  to  forbear  them. 
If  his  honour  preferves  him  well  enough  in  combat- 
ing and  reftraining  at  leaft  certain  effedls  of  them, 
this  is  an  abatement  of  the  evil,  that  ought  to 
make  one  judge  favourably  of  his  character,  and 
v/hich  makes  him,  perhaps,  merit  more  pity  than  con- 
tempt and  averr>on.  Linch  has  loved  my  fifter, 
oup-ht  then  love  to  be  punifhed  by  hatred  ?  Was  he 
not  happy  enough  in  not  being  able  to  fucceed  in 
pleafing  her,  and  to  find  himfelf  engaged  in  a  mul- 
titude of  falfe  fteps,  from  which  he  could  not  recover 
himfelf  without  grief  and  confufion  \  Why  then 
fnould  we  infult  over  his  pains?  In  the  very  evil 
he  had  done  us,  m-ight  not  I  di&over  fome  matter 
tending  to  a  careffmg  of  us,  that  might  invite  ra- 
ther our  friendftiip  than  revenge  ? 

My  generofity  not  falling  to  heat  me  by  thofe 
refledions,  1  imagined  that  he  was  not  unfeafonable 
in  thinking  I  had  the  power  of  being  ufeful  to  him. 
I  was  known  to  the  viceroy,  and  I  did  not  flatter 
myfelf  in  imagining  that  he  had  fome  efteem  for  me. 
I  did  not  ftand  worie  in  the  opinions  of  the  .prin- 
cipal members  of  the  council,  and  the  experietice  I 
formerly  had  in  proceedings  of  this  nature,  made 
me  capable  of  chufing  the  ftiorteft  ways.  There 
came  alfo  into  my  mind  an  expedient,  that  I  thought 
decifive  for  his  juftification  and  liberty.  I  examin- 
ed my  thoughts  with  great  application,  and  alter 
abundance  of  reflexions,  finding  them  feafible,  I 
began  to  think,  that  I  fnould  have  caufe  to  reproach 
nryfeff  with  the  lofs  of  an  unhappy  man,  if  I  fbould 
reiufe  him  thofe  affiftances,  of  which  I  judged  the 
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^flFeds  infallible.  The  next  day  I  declared  to  Ma- 
demoifelle  de  L — ,  that' I  was  reiolved  to  commie 
her  for  fome  days  to  the  truft  and  friendlhip  of  Ma- 
dam Anglefey,  in  order  to  go  to  Dublin.  She  was 
no  way  alarmed  at  my  defign.  Honour  and  virtus 
feemed  to  be  united  in  this  houfe  for  her  fecuriry.  I 
went  away  without  any  difquiet,  and  left  her  alfo  ia 
the  fame  condition. 

How  (hould  I  forefee  what  was  as  yet  concealed 
in  futurity,  when  I  had  not  the  leart  diffidence  ia 
what  pafTed  about  myfelf?  Could  I  foretell,  that  An- 
glefey,  with  an  intention  to  ferve  us,  had  already 
raifed  us  fuch  evils,  as  all  the  power  of  vc\zn  v;as 
not  capable  of  repairing  ?  He  had  writ  to  Patrick 
to  revive  in  his  memory  their  ancient  acquaintance, 
and  informing  him  that  I  was  here  with  Mademoiiellc 
de  L — ,  he  laid  hold  of  this  motive  to  engage  him 
to  come  and  furprize  us  at  his  houfe.  This  v/as  the 
thing  I  was  apprehenfive  of  from  the  firft  moment 
of  my  coming  there,  and  I  was  not  yet  cured  of 
my  fears  ;  but  how  could  I  penetrate  into  a  thing, 
in  which  Anglefey  thought  he  did  us  a  pleafure,  bf 
concealing  it  from  us,  out  of  a  vain  hope  of  fur. 
prizing  us  agreeably? 

1  went  away  without  any  fufpicion.  It  came  into 
my  mind  on  the  road  to  take  advantage  of  this 
opportunity  to  make  a  journey  for  Tome  days  to  the 
county  of  Antrim.  Dublin  lay  ia  my  way  to  it ; 
and  I  faw  no  difficulty  in  concealing  the  adventure 
thnt  had  brought  me  over  into  Ireland.  Neverthelefs, 
hiving  poftponed  this-defign  till  I  had  ended  the  fcr- 
vices  I  intended  to  do  for  my  Lord  Linch,  I  laid  out 
all  my  time  on  his  afi.iirs.  He  received  me  ia  hh 
prifon  with  tranlports  of  joy,  A  journey,  that  he 
could  not  afcribe  to  any  thing  but  a  defire  of  fcrvirg 
hi:n,  feemed  cipable  of  removing  all  his  fears.  If 
he  began  by  making  fome  apoiogicf;,  he  did  not 
wait  for  an  anfvcr;  but  declared  ro  me  all  the  f?nti- 
ments  that  filled  ills  jieart,  and  coming  immediately 
to  fpeak  of  Rofe,  he  aft^ed  mc  n  thouland  qiK(lioM« 
about  her  health,  and  the  difpjr:ions  flic  was  in  for 
D  2  him. 
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Iitm,  before   I   could    find   a  moment  to   open   mf 
mouth. 

At  length  having  left  m^  the  liberty  of  anfwering 
him,  I  did  not  go  about  the  bu(h  ta  tell  him,  that 
his  joy  was  weakly  founded,  if  he  took  the  fuccefs 
of  his  rafti  enterprize  for  granted.  You  believe, 
faid  I,  that  my  filler  is  in  Ireland  ;  your  people  have 
done  you  wrong  by  leaving  you  in  this  miilake. 
They  have  not  failed  in  fidelity  to  your  orders ;  but 
their  zeal  is  deceived  in  taking  for  her  a  young  lady, 
whom  yoa  have  not  the  lealt  knowledge  of.  They 
obliged  her  to  crofs  the  feas  with  me ;  but  thanks  to 
the  protection  of  Heaven,  we  are  delivered  from  our 
alarms.  Another,  added  I,  would  reproach  you  for 
your  violent  attempts,  which  do  not  wound  lefs  the 
laws  of  man,  than  thofe  of  heaven  ;  but  I  am  come 
here  upon  quite  different  motives.  I  think,  as  you  do, 
that  my  labours  may  be  ufeful  to  you  ;  and  the  zeal, 
"with  which  I  have  come  to  ferve  you,  may  convince 
you,  that  I  know  how  to  forget  injuries. 

Though  the  tone  I  had  ufed  was  too  ferjous  to 
fuffer  him  to  look  upon  my  difcourfe  as  a  banter, 
3'et  his  prepuffeffion  did  not  permit  him  to  believe  it 
fmcere.  He  told  me  fmilir.g,  that  he  as  freely  par- 
doned ray  reproaches,  as  the  defign  I  appeared  to 
have  in  embarraffing  him  a  little  by  my  feints,  and 
that,  after  all,  he  io'tked  upon  himfelf  as  too  happy 
in  finding  m?  diipofed  to  pardon  a  ftep,  which  he 
couid  not  flatter  himfclf  I  would  forget  but  after  a 
long  courfe  ot  fervics.  I  in  vain  protefled  to  him 
'ag?in  that  he  (hut  his  eyes  to  no  purpofe  ;  that 
my  fiftsr  was  quiet  in  France;  and  thfit  I  had  no  other 
view  but  to  iatisfy  my  ov/n  jrenerofity  in  the  offer 
I  came  to  make  h'un  of  my  labours.  The  force  of 
my  inftances  {Qivid  only  to  throw  him  into  another 
error.  He  perfua^ed  himfelf,  that  this  pretence  was 
an  artifice  I  had  medi'a'ed  to  deliver  Rofe  out  of  his 
hands;  and  rive'ting  hiqiftlf  in  this  thought,  he 
pretended  to  furrender  his  faith  to  my  proteftations, 
with  a  fmiJe,  neverthelefs,  by  which  he  kemed  to  let 

me 
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me  underftand,  that  all  my  addrefs  was  not  capable 
of  deceiving  him. 

It  vvns  of  fo  little  imporrance  to  me  to  make  him 
change  his  opinion,  that  widiout  infilling  farther  on 
it,  1  fpoke  to  him  of  the  hopes  I  had  of  delivering 
him  by  a  certain  way,  which  1  forbore  explaining 
to  him  till  after  the  event.  As  mofl  of  his  fervants 
were  in  Dublin,  he  gave  thcni  orders  to  obey  vne  in 
every  thing,  and  to  appear  in  my  retinue,  in  ordsr 
to  give  me  at  the  viceroy's  court  an  air  of  fome 
diilindion. 

It  was  neither  violence  nor  fraud  I  propofed  to 
ufe.  Having  learned  that  the  principal  accufations 
againft  my  Lord  Lincii  were  his  obligations  to  th:; 
court  of  St  Gerr.Tiain,  and  the  projedl  of  going  into 
the  fervice  of  King  James^  to  whom  they  fulpeded 
•him  to  have  a  (Iro'^.g  bias,  the  chief  importance  of ' 
the  affair  was  to  juiiify  him  plainly  upon  thefe  two 
articles ;  and  the  one  fe?med  to  depend  upon  the 
other.  For  with  what  appearance  of  favour  foever  he 
he  had  been  received  at  St  Germain,  the  inferences 
to  be  drawn  from  thence  would  vanifh  of  themfelves, 
if  it  was  made  probable,  that  his  heart  was  attached 
to  the  government  of  England,  and  that  far  "from 
thinking  of  forfaking  his  country,  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  eftabiifh  it  in  more  alliances.  Now  not  only 
the  two  duels,  in  vsrhich  he  had  been  engaged  in  France^ 
had  Ihut  him  out  from  an  entrance  into  that  king- 
dom, but  the  defign  he  had  of  runui.ng  away  with 
my  filler  was  a  proof  of  his  intentions  to  fettle  him- 
felf  i-n  Ireland.  Would  even  his  fec^iricy  fulfer  him 
to  repafs  the  fcas,  after  fo  great  a  nt.ife  of  fuch  an 
artempt,  which  would  expof.'  him  more  than  ever 
to  the  feverity  of  the  law?  It  was  upon  this  argu- 
ment that  1  built  the  fuccefs  of  my  undertaking; 
and  though  it  was  jubj.d  to  fofne  ohjc(5lions,  ytc 
tliere  would  remain  (lrcng:h  enough  in  it  to  prevail 
againft  bare  fufpicions,  which  did  m.ore  honour  to 
the  zeal  than  to  the  jmHIcc  of  the  government. 

A  memorial  I  had  drawn  up  with  care  to  preparq    • 
the  viqeroy  to  hear  me,  made  hif  di^pofition  fo  favour- 
i>  3  able, 
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kble,  that  at  the  firft  audience  he  Aibniitted  to  the 
l>robabiiity  of  my  reafons.  I  had  obferved  in  the 
afl'air  of  my  father,  as  weli  as  that  of  Patrick, 
that  he  loved  the  nobility,  and  if  his  fear  of  ren- 
dering his  zeal  to  the  court  of  London  fufpe«5led  had 
made  him  lend  a  ready  ear  to  accnlations,  he  en- 
deavoured afterwards,  to  ferve  thofe  whom  he  had 
been,  as  it  were,  forced  to  profecute.  Keverthelefs,  his 
authority  not  being  extenfive  enough  to  difcharge 
a  itate- criminal,  he  turned  me  over  to  that  tribunal, 
to  winch  I  had  addrtifed  fo  many  folicitations  for 
Patrick.  I  was  received  there  with  a  refpedl  that 
increafed  my  hopes,  and,  whether  it  were  that  I  was 
indebted  for  it  to  the  remembrance  of  my  former 
manner  of  proceeding,  or  to  the  fecret  influence  of  the- 
governor,  I  obtained  in  a  few  days  the  liberty  of 
my  client. 

He  received  this  news  with  tranfport.  His  fer» 
vants  at  home,  who  had  been  ignorant  of  my  jour- 
»ey,  having  continued  to  hold  him  in  his  miftake^ 
he  (hewed  a  lively  impatience  to  fee  Rofe  again ;  let 
lis  begone,  faid  he,  embracing  me,  I  (hall  die  wltli 
pjcafare  in  calling  myfelf  at  her  feet.  1  took  this 
opportunity  of  telling  him  again,  that  far  from  find- 
ing my  filler  at  his  houfe,  he  would  not  even  find 
the  lady  there,  who  had  been  taken  away  in  her  (lead. 
My  protciiations  did  not  appear  to  him  more  ferious 
than  at  the  firft  time.  Neverthelefs,  when  being 
ready  to  go,  he  faw  that  I  refufed  Repping  into  his 
coach  with  him,  and  that  I  prepared  to  take  the 
road  to  Antriai  to  purfue  the  projed  I  had  formed  of 
viOting  my  pariih  and  family.  1  perceived  a  change 
in  his  countenance,  which  began  to  give  him  a  mif- 
truft  of  the  truth.  Then  appearing  to  change  his 
opinion,  he  farcied  that  I  endeavoured  to  make  a 
jeft  of  his  embarraflment,  and  that  1  was  about  taking 
another  road  to  get  before  him  to  his  caftle.  This 
thought  reftored  to  him  his  mirth.  I  penetrate  your 
defign,  faid  he  at  parting  j  Ihe  (ball  fee  which  of  us 
iwc  will  cutdiip  the   other.     He  parted  at /aft  like 
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Ifghtning.     I  laughed  at  his  error,  and  the  fame  In- 
ftant  took  the  road  for  Antrim. 

Never  was  a  journey  undertaken  for  friendflilp 
produ<5live  of  more  bitter  fruits.  During  all  my  pai- 
f.iges  I  entertained  myfelf  with  the  motives  that  per- 
fuaded  me  to  it.  If  the  divers  lights  1  had  received 
into  the  ficuation  of  Patrick,  did  not  give  me  room 
of  hoping  to  find  him  in  a  (late  of  perfecft  tranquilli- 
ty, yet,  being  encouraged  at  leaft  by  the  opinion  I 
had  of  his  chara<fter,  I  was  without  inquietude  as  to 
the  bottom  of  his  condu«5l.  Even  his  conftancy, 
vith  which  he  had  continued  till  now  in  Ireland,  tied 
to  his  family,  artd  faithful  to  his  diuy,  gave  me 
room  to  judge,  that  if  he  had  fuffered  fome  conflidts^ 
he  had  come  ofiF  conqueror;  and  in  tnofe  fort  of 
perils,  the  firft  attack  appearing  to  nse  the  mod 
dangerous,  I  did  net  forefee  any  other  difficulty  for 
me,  than  to  confirm  by  my  exliortations  and  coun- 
fels,  that  viiflory,  which  I  thought  him  indebted  for  to 
his  own  proper  flrength.  So  I  propofed  to  myfelf  a  fen- 
fible  joy  by  furpriling  him  with  my  arrival ;  and  the 
more  I  rcflefted  on  the  eife<fts  I  might  expe(5t  from 
my  journey,  the  more  I  was  perfuaded  that  i  could 
not  have  difpenfcd  with  it,  unlefs  I  had  faikd  in  my 
duty. 

It  was  night  -when  I  arrived  at  his  houfe.  The 
gale  of  the  cat"ile  was  opened  to  me  at  the  firlt 
knock,  and  1  thouglu  1  pcrceivid  that  liiey  ran  to  it 
in  hafte,  which  would  l)ave  made  me  judge  that  I 
was  expe<5t,'d,  if  I  had  not  thoiight  they  (hewed  fomc; 
riiiftrult  at  my  comiiig  near.  NcverthJefs,  not  beini-; 
known  to  theftfvaat  who  ca;Tie  tofpeak  to  mc,  I  was 
prtfw-ntly  ijitcrmcd  at  my  firll  qucUion,  that  ihciw' 
njaller  was  not  at  home,  a::d  i  thought  from  thelv 
manner  of  anfwcring,  that  hearing  me  knock,  they 
were  in  hopes  it  was  he  they  Ihould  find  at  the  gate. 
My  lady,  iaid  the  porter  to  one  ol  hib  compani(Mis, 
will  be  a  good  deal  vexed  to  be  miftaken,  and  they 
appeared  to  be  {o  much  taken  up  with  this  thought, 
that  they  introduced  mc  into  the  court  without  (hew- 
ing much  heed  to  me,  and  coniiniied  to  talk  together 
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of  the  trouble  and  anxiety  of  their  miftrefs.  Ai 
length  another  fervant,  whom  chance  brought  ia 
t!ie  way,  having  remenfibercd  to  have  {^tw  me  in 
Dublin,  ran  to  me  with  fo  much  eagernefs,  that  it 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  others,  who  feemed  to  have 
negledled  mc,  and  under{l;inding  from  him  who  I 
was,  their  indifference  turned  ail  at  once  into  tran- 
fports  of  joy.  The  noile  of  my  arrival  was  fpread 
in  a  moment  all  over  the  cailie,  and  I  found  myfelf 
encoinpkfred  with  people,  who  payed  me  all  forts  of 
refpe<f^.  Althongh  there  remained  with  me  fome 
caufe  of  trouble  from  the  iiril  words  1  had  heard, 
yet  I  fufpended  my  curiofity,  which  made  me  wifh 
for  fome  explanation,  and  i  aflicd  to  be  Ihewcd  the 
way  to  my  filfcr. 

She  was  juft  informed,  that  it  was  I  who  came  folate 
to  her  gate.  I  found  her  in  bed,  and  learned  from  her- 
feif,  that  Ibe  had  continued  fo  for  eight  days.  Her 
lirll  exprcllions  contained  nothing  but  marks  of  joy  j 
but  returning  foon  to  what  had  taken  full  polTcffion 
of  her  heart  and  foul,  (lie  aflced,  in::errupring  herfelf, 
if  I  had  feen  my  lord,  and  if  I  brought  her  any 
news  from  him.  T  am  but  juft  arrived  in  the  prcN 
viHce,  faid  I,  and  I  came  diredly  here  without  having 
ftopped  at  my  own  houfe.  My  anfwer  feemed  to 
affii^  her  feelingly  ;  fhe  remained  for  a  time  without 
opening  her  aiouth,  and  I  obfcrved  that  Ibe  let  fall 
fome  tears. 

1  fcarce  durQ  requeft  her  to  fpeak  ley  me  with  free- 
dom. I  had  too  little  familiarity  with  her  to  expe<3: 
all  at  once  her  confidence,  and  not  able  to  ima- 
gine of  v/hat  nature  her  troubles  were,  I  was  fear- 
ful leafl;  my  curiofity  Oiould  betray  any  air  of  indif- 
cretion.  Befides  all  the  hints  1  had  received  at  feve- 
ral  times  occurring  at  once  to  my  imagination,  I 
was  (hook  with  a  thoufand  terrors,  againlf  which  I 
was  every  now  and  then  obliged  to  call  up  my  rea- 
fon.  This  confufion  of  ideas  made  me  take  the  re- 
folution  of  pretending,  tlvat  I  did  not  perceive  her 
trouble  i    and    making  my   quellicns  fall  upon  my 

brother, 
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brother,  I  inquired  negligently  if  he  Intended  to  be 
abfcnt  long.  I  am  ignorant  of  that  myfelf  anfwered 
foe,  locking  more  ftedfaftly  on  me,  I  have  heard 
nothing  from  him  thefe  eight  days  ;  he  is  gone  to 
Dublin  under  pretence  of  feme  bufinefs.  .His  filence 
gives  me  difturbance,  fmce  he  promifed  to  write  to 
me.  Eight  days  abfence,  faid  I  fmiling,  ought  net 
to  give  you  fo  great  an  uneafinefs,  and  continuing 
to  fpeak  to  her  with  an  air  of  freedom,  I  turned  the 
difcourfe  upon  Pvofe,  and  the  (late  of  our  aifairs  in 
France.  The  interelt  fhe  took  in  them  having  en- 
gaged her  enough  to  afford  fome  diverfion  to  her 
troubles,  I  avoided  giving  any  openings  that  might 
cmbarrafs  me  in  our  firli  Interview. 

Neverthelefs,  I  was  no  fooncr  alone,  than  not  be- 
ing able  to  inafler  my  alarms,  I  called  Patrick's 
valet  de  chambre,  v^'hcm  I  knew  to  be  a  difcreet 
fellow,  and  one  devoted  to  his  intereft  a  long  time. 
Without  entering  into  any  other  detail  than  what 
was  fuitable  to  his  charadcr,  I  fpoke  to  him  of  his 
mafter's  journey  as  of  an  unfeafonable  difappoint- 
ment,  th^t  gave  me  fome  vexation,  fince  the  hopes  I 
had'of  feeing  him  made  me  fteal  fome  days  from  my 
nioft  urgent  affairs.  I  continued  to  talk  to  him  in 
a  plain  way;  but  he  did  not  liften  to  me  long  befoi~e 
he  difcovered  a  countenance  fo  forrowful,  that  it 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  afking  him  the  caufe  of 
it.  He  feemed  to  hefitate  in  his  anfwer.  At  length,, 
as  if  he  had  refolved  on  it  all  of  a  fndden,  he  (hut  the 
door,  with  the  precaution  of  one  who  feared  to  be 
overheard,  and,  coming  near  rae,  he  held  this  dif- 
courfe : 

It  is  not  from  you  I  ought  to  conceal  the  misfor- 
tunes that  threaten  this  houfe.  Perhaps  heaven  has  fint 
you  hither  to  prevent  them  ;  and  if  I  could  havctrull- 
ed  to  my  'zcal,  I  (hould  have  taksn  up  the  pen  a  loi;^;^ 
time  ago,  to  give  you  notice  of  it.  But  I  am  igno- 
rant of  the  bounds  which  duty  has  impoftd  on  me 
in  the  rank  I  (land,  and,  upon  the  whole,  my  malicr 
having  never  difcovered  any  thing  of  the  matter  to 
we,  1  have  nothing  to  relate  to  you  bui  from  my  own 
D  5  ^H<\- 
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obfervations.  You  thought  the  fortune  and  the 
ligppinefs  of  my  Jord  w*jre  eftablifhed  by  his  mar- 
riage  ;  but  I  forel'aw,  from  the  day  of  his  engage- 
mentj.that  fo  violent  a  facrifice  could  not  have  hap- 
pyconfequences.  His  heart  was  before  given  away.  I 
If  new  his  paffion  in  its  beginning,  and  the  confidence 
]ie  then  repofed  in  me  not  making  Mm  yet  difguife 
froni  me  his  fentiments.  I  have  a  thoufand  proofs  that 
iiothing  can  be   capable  of  difengaging   him  from 

Mademosfelle  de  L ■,     I  have  even  wondered  at 

feeing  liim  yield  to  your  perfuafions,  tha»;  he  could 
i^atter  himfelf  in  ever  being  able  to  fulfil  his  duty  j 
ior  there  is  no  doubt  to  be  made,  but  he  has  ufed 
Humberlefs  efforts  to  fubmit  to  thefe  laws  he  had  im- 
pofed  on  himfelf.  In  truth,  he  has  concealed  from 
me  fince  that  tinf.e  every  thing  that  paffjd  within, 
his  heart ;  but  I  will  tell  you  what  chance  and  my 
zeal  have  difcovcred  to  me  whether  he  would  or 
tor. 

After  your  departure  for  France,  his  diftemper, 
which  became  much  more  dangerous,  having  detained 
him  a  long  time  in  Dublin,  I  perceiv'd  one  day,  that 
-«ill  the  time  he  could  fteal  from  the  convcrfation  of 
my  lady  was  employed  in  writing,  I  eafi'y  guclfed 
the  fubjet^  of  his  letters.  But  he  gave  me  hrni- 
felf  the  opportunity  of  being  affured  of  it.  Neceffity 
obliging  him  to  forward  them  through  me,  he  lold  me> 
cafting  down  his  eyes,  that  one  of  them  was  for  Made- 
moifelje  de  L — ,  and  the  other  for  Mr  des  Peffes  ;  and 
lie  left  it  to  me  to  feal  them.  My  compaffion  for 
his  fufFerings,  more  ftrong  perhaps  than  my  duty,  in- 
clined me  immediately  to  read  them.  I  was  m.ovcd 
even  to  tears  ac  the  expreilions  of  an  inconfolable. 
lieart ;  and  not  feeing  what  advantage  it  would  brir.g 
either  to  his  repofe  or  to  that  ot  Mademoifelle  de  L — , 
to  read  a  convcrfation  made  up  of  grief  and  tears,  I 
refojved,  having  confulted  firft  with  myfelf  for  a  long 
time,  to  cut  ihort  this  new  correfpondence  at  its 
fource.  i  burned  the  letters.  They  were  addreffed 
to  the  fervants  of  Mr  des  Peffes  at  Paris.  From 
i»y  knowledge  I  had  of  them;  I  writ  to  thein  myfelf 

to 
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to  inquire  after  news  from  their  mafter,  that  I  might 
be  in  a  condition  to  purfue  aU-their  fteps, 

I  know  not  from  what  hopes  my  lord  feemed  to 
become  more  eafy.  The  careiTes  and  continued  atten- 
tions of  my  lady  had  perhaps  the  power  of  mollify- 
ing his  heart,  unlefs  rather  the  expectation  of  an  an- 

fwerfrom  Mademoireile  de  L ,  and  theconfclation 

he  found  in  writing  to  her,  nriight  have  a  little  fuf- 
pended  his  troubles  ;  for  I  could  not  ren:!ark  that  con- 
jugal love  had  gained  the  leafc  afcendant  over  him, 
nor  that  his  cares  for  my  lady  had  from  thence  been 
the  more  eager.  He  loved  nothing  but  fo!it»ade.  He- 
lamented  bitterly  when  he  was  interrupted.  My  lady 
herfelf  could  not  come  near  his  chamber  but  (he  treni- 
hied,  and  although  ihe  was  fo  fenfible  to  his  lead 
obliging  behaviour,  that  the  iatisfawtion  Mowing  from 
it  always  difTTifed  itfeif  over  her  countenance,  yet  his 
humour  was  fo  uneven,  that  he  did  not  appear  to  be 
the  fame  man  every  moment  of  the  day.  We  lefc 
Dublin  about  three  weeks  aiter  your  departure.  His 
r^'Adence  in  this  province  made  no  change  in  the  con- 
dui5t  or  difpofitiou  of  my  lord. 

Tn  the  mean  time,  as  nothing  happened  after  the  ad- 
venture of  the  letters,  that  could  give  me  any  room 
to  carry  my  cbkrvations  further  than  appearances,  I 
vas  in  hopes  that  time  would  at  length  diilipate  theie 
fiid  clc'.ids.  The  rcilques  of  his  diftcmpcr  feemsd 
yet  to  colour  his  coldnefs  for  Ms  wife,  and  it  \V3S 
a  matter  well  known  in  the  houfe,  that  under  this 
pretence  he  difpenfed  with  himfelf  even  to  that  time 
from  bedding  her.  But  recovering  his  (Ircngth  from 
<3ay  to  day,  it  feemed  to  me  impoifihle  th^.t  at  his 
age  he  fhould  long  continue  faithful  to  fo  ftrange  ;i 
rcfolution.  The  phyficians  advifed  him  to  the  diver- 
iions  of  the  field,  and  1  know  not  vviicthcr  the  d.- 
ftgn  of  freeing  himfelf  from  the  prcfei.ce  of  my  lad) , 
had  not  as  great  a  Ihare  as  his  health  in  his  fubmilTiOu 
.  to  their  orders.  From  morning  till  night  he  was  on 
horfc-back.  1  was  at  rirll  furpri/ed  to  fee  in  him  this 
pafTion,  which  I  had  not  koov/n  \\\  him  before.  Buc 
1  was  not  long  deceived  in  it,  AVhilft  his  Icrtant* 
i>  6  w^t 
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\^ere  in  purfult  of  the  ftag,  he  would  hide  hltnfelf 
alone  in  the  mod  covered  ridings  of  the  foreft,  and 
it  was  always  with  the  greatelt  marks  of  vexation 
that  he  found  himfelfdifcovered  by  thofe  who  through 
iineafinefs  purf^jed  him  upon  the  tra<5t.  My  lady 
took  a  reiifn  for  the  fame  exercife.  It  was  plain  to 
all  the  world,  that  hen  fole  motive  was  a  defire  to 
follow  and  pafs  the  day  with  him.  He  then  became 
more  eager  than  his  huntfmen  in  following  upon  the 
tra<fis  of  the  mod  favage  beads,  and  in  hunting  them 
down  in  places  inacceilible,  where  the  nicenefs  and 
tcndernefs  of  his  wife  would  not  fuffer  her  to  follow 
him.     I  wondered  at  all  his  caprices. 

One  day  however,  when  either  fatigue  or  his  tade 
for  folitude  had  made  him  quit  his  horfe  to  red  him- 
ielf  in  the  (hade,  my  lady,  who  followed  him  per- 
haps with  more  eagernefs  than  (he  had  for  an  exer- 
cife in  which  Hie  would  perfuade  us  ihe  placed  all 
her  delight,  joined  him  at  a  time  that  he  feemed 
lead  to  expedl  it.  I  was  with  him,  and  refpefl  having 
obliged  me  to  dep  adde  fome  paces,  leafily  perceived 
that  in  his  fird  furprize,  he  appeared  for  fome  time 
embarrafied.  ,  She  fat  down  near  him.  His  refource 
was  to  lament  his  indifpofitions,  from  which  he  re- 
ceived no  eafe  by  all  the  applications  of  remedies, 
and  to  rally  the  phyficians  with  a  forced  fmile,  who 
j.ad  prefcribed  him  a  regimen  proper  enough  to  fa- 
tigue, but  incapable  of  curing  him.  My  lady  took- 
C'ccafion  from  thence  to  rail  againd  hun'ing,  and  ad- 
vifed  him  to  abandon  it.  She  joined  to  her  advice 
a  thoufand  tender  markb  of  inquietude  and  affedlion, 
i  iidencd  to  his  anfwers,  which  were  kind  and  polite. 
iLhe  feized  his  hand  ;  he  did  not  draw  it  back  ;  but  I 
ijbferved  that  he  bludied,  as  if  this  liberty  had  alarm- 
ed his  raodedy.  In  the  mean  time,  their  converfation 
having  contiiiUeid  in  the  fame  tone,  I  had  no  doubt 
but  his  heart  had  fuffered  itfelf  to  be  lurprifed  by 
fome  impulfe  of  tendernefs  ;  for  he  drew  his  wife's 
hand  to  his  mouth,  and  kided  it  many  times  with  a 
paffionate  air.  As  to  her,  into  the  bottom  of  whofe 
ieart  thofe  fimple  caredes  fijddenly  pitrced,  her  foft- 


The  Dean  of  ColerAine.         SjT 

Eefs^and  tendernefs  explained  themfelves  in  a  man- 
ner lefs  ambiguous.  She  feized  again,  in  her  turn, 
the  hand  ot  my  lord,  and  holding  it  on  the  grafs, 
on  which  her  head  was  reclined,  Ihe  fixed  her  lips  to 
it  for  a  long  time,  with  a  filence  more  moving  than 
all  the  expreffions.  But  fome  huntlmen  appearing, 
interrupted  fuch  happy  beginnings. 

Although  all  my  diligence  could  not  give  me  room 
to  obferve,  the  days  foUov.ing,  that  this  fcene  had 
produced  the  effedls  I  had  promifed  myfelf  from  it, 
yet  I  was  perfuaded  more  than  ever,  that  it  would 
contribute  to  i.he  nappinefs  of  my  mafter  in  effacing 
thofe  grievous  ideas,  that  could  leave  no  repofe  to 
fcis  heart,  as  long  as  they  fubfilted  in  his  memory  ; 
I  formed  the  defign  of  making  him  entirely  forget 
Mademoifelle  de  L  — ~— ,  and  the  only  way  to  this  end 
that  appeared  infallible,  was  to  perfuade  him  that  ihe 
was  either  dead  or  married,  i  pitched  upon  the  latter 
as  the  mort  probable.  My  lord,  who  was  impatient 
to  receive  the  expeffed  anfwers,  had  often  fent  me  to 
Londonderry,  to  which  place  he  had  direded  thera 
to  be  addreifed.  Having  received  a  letter  myfelf  from 
one  of  the  ferv^nts  of  Mr  dcs  Peffes,  wherein  I  was 
informed,  thai  his  mafler  was  in  Germany,  I  pre- 
tended to  have  got  advice  of  his  return,  and   of  the 

■  marriage  of  Mademoifelle  de  L .     This   impru^ 

dencc,  which  was  pardonable  according  to  my  inten- 
tions, has  probably  cofl  me  my  fortune  ;  but  the 
moft  terrible  eire<fl  iVom  it  was  the  throwing  my 
lord  into  a  defpair,  that  has  daily  gained  ground.  He 
had  neverthcltfi  the  power  to  obi^rve  yet  fome  little 
moderation,  until  the  day  marked  out  lor  my  ruin> 
and  perhaps  for  his. 

Wc  were  hunting,  and  my  lady  a!fo  was  with  us  ;, 
when  the  flag  driving  towards  Londonderry,  wc  came 
to  the  great  road  in  order  to  crofs  it.  My  marter 
thought  iieknew  a  gentleman,  who  was  advancing  to- 
wards us,  attended  by  a  lacquey.  He  (lopped  to  fee 
who  it  was.  1  dilcovcrcd  as  loon  as  he,  that  it  was 
Mr  des  PtfTcs.  What  could  1  draw  from  this  meet- 
ing but  a  bxd  omen  ?  Yet  how  was  I  capable  of  pre- 
venting 
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venting  the  eiTetfls  of  it  ?  My  lord  was  alreaJy  hang 
about  the  neck  of  his  friend,  and  without  regarding 
decency,  which  perhaps  fhould  have  obliged  him 
not  to  leave  my  lady  alone  in  the  middle  of  the 
road,  he  fpent  above  an  hour  apart  with  him.  I 
was  informed  in  the  evening  from  the  lacquey  of 
Mr  des  PeiTcfS,  what  the  fubjed  of  this  important 
coaverfation  was.  They  had  returned  from  Germa- 
ny, and  not  imagining  that  my  lord  was  married,, 
refolved  to  have  the  pleafure  of  coming  themfelves 
to  Ireland  to  inform  him,  that  Mr  de  L— —  was 
dead,  and  that  his  daughter,  ftill  filled  with  the 
fame  love,  was  upon  her  journey  to  Paris  to  oi!er 
him  her  ellate,  and  her  hand.  He  had  conftancy 
enough  to  allow  his  friend  full  time  to  explain  hiai- 
fclf,  and  endeavour  to  read  over  a  letter  from  his 
midrefs,  before  he  fulFered  one  complaint,  or  one  figh 
to  efcape  him.  But  with  what  violence  did  he  imme- 
diatsly  give  hirnfelf  up  to  the  molt  unbounded  grief? 
lie  alighted  froai  his  horfe  with  an  air  of  deJpair, 
and  throwing  himfelf  on  the  ground,  temuined  a  long 
time  without  even  lending  an  ear  to  Mr  des  Pefies. 
i  came  to  hira  in  hafte.  My  artilice,  which  he  had 
then  no  difficulty  to  apprehend,  and  which  my  ap- 
pearing called  up  to  his  memory,  inflamed  him  v/ith 
a  paiTion  fo  piercing,  that  he  forbade  me  coming  any 
more  in  his  light.  My  lady,  who  cajne  up  the  fame 
moment,  had  no  better  receptions  ;  and  furprifed,  as 
well  as  his  fervants  were,  to  fee  him  ia  fach  tran- 
fports  of  grief,  from  whence  he  did  not  recover,  the 
liknce  and  allTmilhment  of  all  the  fpe^Ttators  formed 
a  fcene  as  difficult  to  be  reprefented  in  words  as^ 
written. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr  des  PefTes  knew  me,  and  hav- 
ing privately  afked  me  fome  explanation,  1  inform- 
ed him  in  a  few  words  of  the  caafe  of  his  fo  great 
trouble.  He  lamented  his  imprudence ;  remedies 
were  hard  to  be  found  :  But  employing  all  his  wit 
to  repair  the  evil  he  had  caufed,  he  came  up  to  my 
mPvder's  ear,  conjured  liiai  to  j);irdon  an  srror,  into 

which 
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which  the  eagernefs  of  a  pafBve  friendlliip  had  preci- 
pitated him,  and  not  to  redouble  the  mortal  grief  he 
U\l  by  making  the  caufe  of  it  too  glaring.  Des  PefTes 
at  length  conftrained  himftlf  to  remount  his  horfe,  and 
appearing  with  a  go(;d  grace  before  my  lady,  he  la- 
boured to  give  a  colour  to  the  motive  of  his  journey 
to  Ireland,  and  to  the  diforder  occafioned  by  his  ar- 
rival to  my  lord. 

1  know  not  what  idea  my  lady  formed  In  thefe  firft 
moments;  but  after  fome  marks  of  inquietude,  to- 
uhich  my  mafter  feemed  little  fenfible,  the  aHTamed  a 
countenance  more  fedate.  Perhaps  that  was  the  time 
tf>  difpofftfs  her  of  her  fufpicions  with  a  little  pru* 
dence  and  management.  For  three  days,  that  Mr 
des  Pefles  pafTed  with  my  lord,  he  fpared-  no  pains 
to  convince  him  of  the  neceffity  of  entering  into  fiich 
reafonable  viev/s  ;  but  he  could  not  make  him  rejifii 
his  advice.  An  obftinate  fiL-nce,  continual  fobbings, 
an  air  of  dillradion  and  fury,  that  fpread  grief  and 
fear  over  the  whole  houfe,  this  was  from  that  fatal 
day  the  habitual  difpofition  of  my  wretched  mafter. 
My  lady,  who  appeared  many  times  the  fame  day 
at  the  door  of  his  apartment,  could  not  obtain  leave 
lo  enter ;  and  if  afterwards  he  confented  fometimes 
to  receive  Iier,  ir  was  always  done  with  fuch  forced 
politcnefs,  that  (he  never  returned  without  burfting 
into  a  flood  of  tears.  As  to  me,  who  trembled  to 
appear  in  his  prcfence  alter  he  had  forbidden  me,  I 
did  not  forbear  to  lliew  myfelf  in  doing  my  ordinary 
ferviccs ;  which  he  received  without  fecming  to  re- 
member his  orders  ;  but  1  had  a  thoufand  reafons  to 

idge  that  1  was  utterly  loll  in  his  mind. 
My  lady,  who  could  afcrlbc  fuch  a  terrible  chang« 

)  nothing  but  the  arrival  of  Mr  des  Pc^rcs,  difcovcr- 
cd  io  openly,  that  the  prcfence  of  tl.is  (Iranger  was 
difagreeabi:  to  h^r,  that  it  determined  him  lo  be 
gone.  He  faw  my  mafter  before  his  departure  ;  but 
v.hether  it  were  that  in  this  interview  he  had  received 
fome  reproaches,  that  diminiihcd  his  air£<5lion3  for  my 
inaflcr,  or  whcthsc  he  apprch':adcd  that  he  fliould 

redouble 
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redouble  his  grief  by  letters,  we  had  not  the  leaft 
word  from  him  after  his  return  to  France. 

We  might  have  flattered  ourfelves  nevertheiefs,  that 
our  misfortunes  wtre  at  their  height,  fo  long  as  my 
lady,  who  was  hitherto  ignorant  of  her,  employed 
all  her  labour  to  retlore  a  calm  and  tranquillity  in  the 
houfe.  If  the  fituation  of  her  hufband  was  to  her 
a  cruel  torment,  (he  yet  (hut  up  all  her  fufFerings  iii 
her  breaft,  and  we  could  perceive  nothing  from  them 
but  tears.  But  as  fhe  was  too  little  ciroumfped  to 
diifemble  for  a  long  time  the  malady  of  her  mind, 
Ihe  but  too  eafily  procured  hints  and  informations, 
which  fhe  had  done  more  prudent  to  have  avoided 
during  her  whole  Iife»  Her  jealoufies  were  changed 
into  certainties  by  an  unfortunate  curiofity  to  read  tha 
J-'tter  from  Mademoifelle  de  L — .  bhe  often  faw  this 
fatal  piece  in  the  hands  of  her  hniband.  He  left  it 
open  upon  his  table  without  the  leaft  precaution.  No- 
thing being  fo  eafy  as  to  fteal  it  many  times  in  the 
day,  fhe  took  it  away  with  her,  and  being  intoxicated 
with  the  mortal  poifon  contained  in  every  word,, 
the  Srft  motion  of  her  vengeance  was  to  tear  it  in 
pieces.  Happy,  if  at  the  fame  time  fhe  had  wrung 
from  her  heart  that  arrow  fhe  had  juft  thru  ft  into  it  V 
But  appearances  made  us  too  eafily  apprehend,  that 
the  reading  of  this  letter  was  as  fatal  to  her  as  to  my 
lord.  During  the  firft  day,  fhe  fhut  herfelf  up  in  her" 
apartment,  where  fhe  admitted  no  perfon  near  her,- 
Scarce  durfl  her  woman  attend  to  ^o  her  the  necef*- 
fary  fervices.  She  paffed  whole  days  without  nou^ 
rifhment  j  fhe  wept  without  intermiifion.  So  that  de* 
i^air  feemed  to  have  found  two  to  prey  upon  in  the 
Jieu  of  one.  They  were  each  of  them  in  their  fepa- 
rate  aparfnaents,  as  it  were  buried  in  a  kind  of  fe> 
pulchre,  from  whence  they  took  no  farther  notice  of 
what  was  doing  in  the  world  ;  without  fliewing  any 
defire  of  fpeaking  to  one  another,  of  feeing  one  a- 
rother,  or  of  fcarce  informing  themfelves  of  their 
mutual  fituations,  or  of  what  employed  them  in  their 
foiitude.  My  lord,  who  in  vain  fought  lor  hk 
letter,  could  not  be  ignorant  into  svhofe  hand^  it  had- 

fallen  5, 
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fallen ;  and  if  he  durft  not  fhevv  too  much  vexation 
at  lofing  it,  I  obferved  he  was  net  free  from  uneafi* 
nefs  at  the  effedts  it  might  produce. 

Mr  Dilnick  came  one  day  to  the  caftle.  He  had 
familiarity  enough  there  to  enter  without  any  pre- 
cautions. Going  immediately  to  my  lady's  cham- 
ber, his  aftonifhiPent  muft  have  been  extreme  to  find 
her  under  a  fadnefs  and  abjedion  of  mind,  of  the 
caufe  ot  which  no  body  could  give  him  an  account. 
He  in  vain  queftioned  all  the  domefticks.  Thofe  who 
apprized  him  of  the  adventure  of  the  letter  could 
not  add  any  other  ecclairciffment.  As  to  me,  v/ho 
was  only  capable  of  informing  him,  I  pretended  to 
know  no  more  of  the  matter  than  another,  and  being 
J  glad  that  my  lady  had  fo  much  pov^er  over  her 
roind  as  to  truft  no  body  with  her  fecrets,  I  drew  a 
good  omen  from  this  moderation.  Neverthelefsp, 
having  feen  my  lord,  he  found  him  alfo  in  fo  great 
a  diforder,  that  it  was  difficult  to  difcover  any- 
thing from  him,  and  he  formed,  no  doubt,  his  own 
conje<^ures  upon  thefe  fo  ftrange^  appearances.  I 
cannot  fay  by  what  fteps  he  arrived  at  thole  fufpici- 
ons  that  offended  my  mafter  Mr  Dilnick  is  rougfi 
and  daring.  Some  complaints  that  polfibly  drop- 
pred  from  my  lady,  or  her  tears  alone,  might  have 
made  him  fancy  Ihe  was  ill  ufed.  He  obierved  too 
few  meafures  in  opening  himfclf  upon  this  point:  I 
was  prefent.  My  lord,  nettled  to  fee  himfclf  accnfed 
cf  an  outrage  fo  unworthy  of  him,  toi  k  up  the  mat- 
ter in  fuch  a  ftrain,  as  drew  on  him  reproaches  yet 
more  feverc.  They  ran  to  their  fwords,.and  all  my 
zeal  could  not  hinder  Mr  Dilnick  from  receiving  ia 
an  indant  a  thrull  in  the  arm,  nor  from  returning  one 
the  fame  moment,,  that  wounded  my  mafkr  in  the 
thigh. 

1  iiad  fcarce  parted  them,  when  Mr  Dilnick,  out 
of  countenance,  no  doubt,  at  his  paifion,  retired 
with<uit  opening  his  mouth,  and  Inlfantly  lelt  the 
caftle.  My  lord  was  not  hurt  fo  dangeroufly  as  to 
require  any  other  help  iJian  njiue.    Thii  quaiicl  noc 

being 
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being  known  to  any  perfon,  he  ordered  me  to  keep  \t 
a  fecret,  and  in  a  few  days  his  wound  was  healed. 

Nevertheleis,  it  was  to  this  fata!  wound  that  I  at- 
tributed his  moft  mortal  troubles,  and  pe^h,^ps  his 
departure,  which  has  left  us  atl  here  in  a  conlkr- 
nation  for  many  days  pall.  It  ill  becomes  me  to  dive 
into  his  thoughts  with  fo  much  liberty  ;  but  if  you 
can  forgive  fomething  to  my  afFe<5tion,  I  will  noc 
conceal  from  you  what  I  have  read  many  times  in  his 
countenance  and  eyes.  Before  this  accident  1  only 
remarked  in  chem  grief  and  difp^.ir,  but  fince  that 
time  I  faw  there  painted  nothing  but  indignatiaa 
and  fury  :  I  am  confident  he  was  pcrfaaded,  that 
my  lady  had  carried  her  complaints  to  Mr  Dllnick, 
and  that  it  was  at  her  folicitation  he  came  to  quar- 
rel with  him  in  his  chamber.  Duty  had  tiil  this 
moment  ftruggled  in  his  heart ;  for  to  what  elfe 
will  yoa  afcribe  the  perpetual  diforder  in  his  mind 
and  health  ?  But  I  apprehend,  that  the  refpt<n-,: 
which  he  could  not  refufe  to  an  amiable  woman 
by  whom  he  faw  himf;ilf  adored,  was  enfeebled  by 
this  unfortunate  opinion.  It  is  at  lead  true,  that  far 
from  appearing  deje^ed  and  languiOiing,  as  he  had 
till  then  done,  far  from  venting  his  grief  in  tears 
and  fighs,  he  from  thenceforth  iliewed  the  trouble 
of  his  heart  in  nothing  but:  violent  agitations.  He 
forbore  ail  at  once  ivovn  inqnirivig  after  the  health  of 
my  lady.  Ke  leaves  his  apart^nent  to  go  into  the 
garden.  He  walks  in  it  at  a  great  rate  with  haRy 
fteps  and  large  ftrides  for  two  hours  together,  and 
tae  nigiu  very  often  overtakes  him  in  it,  before'  he 
appears  ta  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter.  This 
v/as  at  the  time  that  he  received,  by  way  of  France, 
a  letter  that  yet  farther  augrr'snted  the  violence  of 
his  agitations.  He  fent  an  anfwer  to  it  with  the^ 
i5tmo(t  expedition  ;  bat  I  was  not  pitched  upon  to 
carry  it  to  the  poff,  I  thought  he  had  the  air  of 
a  mnn  who  would  fain  furmonnt  his  troubles  by  the 
force  of  :i  f-jrious  refolution,  and,  if  I  may  fay  it,- 
by  a  difiain  and  contempt  of  them.  My  lady,, 
who  perhups  had  b3fore  fouiid  fciiie  confolation  in  the 

remains. 
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remains  of  complaifance  which  he  fbmetimes  fhewed 
by  inquiring  after  her,  no  foonerfawherfelf  deprived 
of  this  comfort,  than  her  mehincholy  began  to  in- 
creafe.  She  was  fain  neverthelefs  to  fubmit  to  all  the 
rigour  of  her  fate,  and  make  her  pride  and  indig- 
iiiit ion  give  way  to  her  tendernefs.  Without  qwitting 
at  firil  her  apartment,  (he  fent  him  word  herfelf 
that  (he  began  to  amend,  and  wou-Id  be  glad  to  receive 
trom  him  a  vifit.  He  cliofe  the  time  when  her 
women  were  employed  in  drcQing  her,  and  his  viflt 
v/as  fliovt.  The  fame  day  he  relumed  his  exercife  of 
hunting,  and  not  returning  till  late,  avoided  the  ne- 
cefTicy  of  going  to  her  again.  I  obferved  the  fame 
affedtation  during  the  following  days.  My  lady, 
recovering  perhaps  fome  hopes  from  the  change  of  his 
occupations,  or  not  being  able  to  live  without  feeing 
him,  deceived  his  expectations  by  waiting  conrtantly 
for  his  return.  So  he  was  as  it  were  obliged  to  en- 
tertain her  fome  moments  ;  but  the  pretext  of  illnefs 
or  fatigue  was  a  never-failing  argument  to  deliver 
him  quickly  from  this  conflraint. 

At  length,  a  letter  he  received  eight  days  ago 
made  him  immediately  take  the  refolution  of  getting 
on  horfe  back.  I  yet  flattered  myfelf  that  he  would 
order  me  to  attend  him.  1  foon  faw  by  the  choice 
he  made  of  another,  that  I  had  for  ever  loll  his  con- 
fidence. He  departed  with  fo  much  precipitation, 
that  he  had  fcarce  time  to  take  leave  of  my  lady, 
I  doubt  whether  he  informM  her  of  the  motives  of 
his  journey,  or  the  duration  of  his  intended  abfence; 
for  Ihe  melted  iito  tears  the  moment  he  departed, 
and  her  inquittude  hath  from  that  time  appeared  to 
increafe  every  day.  SliC  has  been  fo  ill  fiuce  his 
abfence,  that  ihe  has  not  for  a  moment  lelt  her  bed  5 
which  never  happ?ned   her   fmce   the  lime   that  the 

letter  of  Madcmoifeilc  dc  L caufed  her  lo  much 

alS'flion.  This  evening,  at  the  fird  knock  you  gave 
at  the  gate,  all  the  family  fancied  ic  was  my  lord, 
and  every  one  was  in  haile  to  carry  the  news  to  my 
Jady.  but  if  Ihe  has  received  Irom  feeing  ycu  any 
coufolation;  you  mull  have  remarked,  thiu  it  did  not 
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come  from  the  bottom  of  her  heart,  where  lies   the 
perpetual  fource  of  her  misfortunes. 

I  was  fo  moved  with  this  relation,  that,  as  if  I 
had  not  given  attention  to  one  part  of  thefe  dif- 
afters,  I  made  him  explain  over  again  many  circura- 
ftances  that  appeared  to  me  obfcure,  and  particularly 
thofe  relating  to  the  quarrel  between  Patrick  and 
Dilnick.  I  could  fcarce  believe  that  Dilnick,  whom 
I  knew  to  be  iull  of  fire,  but  at  the  fame  time  a- 
man  of  honour  and  fenfe,  Qioald  upon  bare  appear- 
ances fo  forger  himfelf  as  to  fall  to  cutting  his  friend's 
throat,  and  inclining  to  believe  that  my  filler  in- 
law had  made  fome  indifcreet  difcoveries  to  him.  I 
was  (brry  (he  had  given  Patrick  this  kind  of  advan- 
tage over  her.  The  refledion  of  the  valet  de  cham- 
bre  was  jull :  A  heart  that  ftruggles  for  its  duty,  and 
that  fuff»rs  mortally  by  this  violence,  lays  hold  but 
too  eagerly  on  every  thing  that  carries  only  the  bare 
appearance  of  jullifying  its  vpeaknelTes.  1  was  ne- 
verthelefs  far  from  afcribing  the  abfence  of  my 
brother  to  this  caufe  ;  and  inquiring  whether  he  had- 
made  any  preparations  for  a  long  journey,  upon  hear- 
ing he  went  away  without  any  p-  ecautions,  I  ima- 
gined his  view  was  only  to  fweeien  his  melancholy, 
by  wandering  abroad  for  a  fe.v  days.  But  (liil  I 
thought  I  forefaw,  that  if  he  was  irritated  againfl 
his  wife,  I  Ihouid  have  more  diiiiculty  in  ^ivirig  him 
a  reii(h  of  thofe  medicines,  that  I  was  defirous  to 
adminifter  for  his  confolation.  Are  you  very  fure,. 
fi^id  1  again  to  his  valet,  that  he  has  yet  never  palfcd. 
a  night  with  my  lady?  He  anfvverfd  this  qu.ftion, 
by  relating  to  me  fome  particulars  that  con  id  rot  leave 
me  in  the  Keaft  doubt ;  and  as  to  what  related  to  Dil- 
nick, he  repeated  to  me  the  reafons  he  had  to  believe, 
that  Mr  Dilnick's  paffioa  proceeded  from  nothing 
but  his  own  fnfpicions, 

1  commended  the  zeal  that  had  attached  him  to 
the  interefts  of  his  mallerv  and  engaged  to  re-efta- 
felilh  him  in  his  mind.  A  night,  in  which  the,  fa- 
tigue or  a  journey  had  made  reft  neceflary  for  me, 
v.as  «o  iiie  the  moft  cruel  oi  all  torments.     I  could 
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•ijot  clofe  my  eyes,  hut  endured  under  a  perpetua! 
watching,  every  thing  that  fear  and  grief  could 
h-eap  on  an  overburthened  mind.  It  was  on  my 
fifter-in-law  that  all  n:iy  reflections  fell.  I  faw  but 
too  plainly,  that  with  whatever  tendernefs  and  pru- 
dence I  ihould  fpeak  to  her  of  her  troubles,  or 
receive  her  voluntary  overtures,  1  was  going  to  en- 
gage myfelf  into  an  abyfs  of  cares  and  anxiety. 
I  muft  expe<5l  that  ilie  would  commit  to  me  all 
the  concerns  of  her  repnfe  ;  that  ihe  would  inter- 
rogate me  upon  the  amours  oi  my  brorher  ;  that 
ihe  would  reproach  me  ior  having  lett  her  in  ig- 
norance of  them  ;  that  (he  would  heap  on  me  an 
over-meafure  of  her  complaints  and  tears;  inline, 
that  (he  would  impart  to  me  all  the  bitternefs  and 
all  the  vexation  of  her  foul.  I  confidered,  if  under 
pretence  ot  procuring  fome  news  of  her  hufband, 
I  had  not  better  leave  her  the  day  following.  Bat 
I  immediately  rejeded  this  thought.  It  would  be 
a  cruel  infenfibility  that  could  make  me  capable  of 
abandoning  her  under  a  fituation  fo  forrowful,  I 
ought  rather  to  look  upon  ii'y  arrival  as  an  orc'er 
from  heaven  to  make  me  inftrumental  in  her  con- 
folation  ;  and  that  1  Ihould  devote  myfelf  to  this  of- 
fice of  charity,  of  which  religion  and  natural  af- 
fedlion  created  in  me  a  law  almoit  equal  I  might 
well  excufe  m.yfclf  from  any  care  of  Rofe  ;  (he  was 
at  leaft  in  a  ftate  of  trauquillity,  that  did  not  make 
halle  and  diligence  at  ail  urgent.  In  fine,  1  dtrter- 
mined  to  go  down  to  the  apartment  of  my  fillcr- 
in-law  as  foon  as  fhe  was  willing  to  receive  me, 
and  to  foredal  the  overtures  ol  her  heart  by  open- 
ing mine  to  her. 

I  arofe  with  this  dcfign,  and  confidered  as  I  dref- 
fed  mylelf,  wnat  turn  i  (houid  give  to  my  firft  ex- 
prcffions,  when  word  was  brought  me,  that  Dilnick 
dcfired  10  fte  me.  His  itfidence  being  in  the 
jieighbourhood,  he  knew  of  my  arrival  the  firfl 
moment-.  1  could  not  retul'e  his  viftt.  He  embraced 
me  with  the  u:.moll  afTcdion,  and  without  alking 
lie  if  I  was  informed  of  what  had  palled  in  the 
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caftle,  he  prayed  me  to  hear  him.  The  relation  of 
noy  brother's  coldnefs  for  his  niece,  and  the  hiftory 
of  his  firtt  differences  with  her,  took  up  a  long  time. 
He  fpoke  to  me  of  his  fcuffle  with  him  in  terms  of 
grief  and  confufion.  I  confefs,  faid  he»  that  this 
paflion  is  not  pardonable  in  a  man  of  my  age  ;  but 
a  fudden  furprize  of  fury  fometimes  overclouds  and 
darkens  reafon.  Befides,  you  will  foon  fee,  whether 
it  be  without  foundation  that  I  fulpedl  your  brother 
of  a  failure  in  his  fidelity. 

He  then  related  to  me,  that  having  writ  into  Den- 
mark immediately  after  the  marriage  of  his  niece, 
in  order  to  give  the  moft  early  news  to  Fincer,  it 
was  not  long  before  he  received  an  anfwer,  that  had 
given  him  as  much  aftonifliment  as  grief.  During 
many  journeys  that  Fincer  had  made  to  Hamburgh, 
he  had  ftruck  up  an  acquaintance  with  Mr  dc  L — , 
who  had  retired  there  with  his  daughter..  Madam 
Gerald,  gouvernante  to  this  youn^  lady,  being  an 
Irilh  woman,  he  gave  way  to  an  inclination  we  na- 
turally have  for  people  of  our  own  country,  and  be- 
ing familiar  enough  with  her  to  afk  in  the  courfe  of 
converfation,  what  it  was  that  could  infpire  fuch  an 
averfion  in  Mademoifelle  de  L —  for  all  the  match- 
es her  father  had  propofed  to  her,  he  had  learned 
all  the  hidory  of  the  firft  amours  of  Patrick.  Ma- 
dam Gerald,  who  pretended  to  make  a  merit  of  her 
zeal  for  a  gentleman  of  her  country,  did  not  omit 
any  circumftance  of  this  intrigue.  She  fpoke  of 
his  marriage  as  a  certain  engagement,  of  which  the 
execution  was  put  off  only  by  the  caprices  of  the 
father ;  and  Mr  de  L —  in  reality  dying  a  few 
days  after,  flie  did  not  conceal  from  him  neither  the 
arrival  of  des  PetTes,  nor  the  departure  of  her  pupil, 
who  had  gone  to  Paris  to  meet  my  brother  there* 
Fincer,  without  opening  himfelf  upon  every  thing 
he  had  heard,  obferved  only,  that  he  knew  Patrick 
was  in  Ireland,  and  that  he  believed  him  even  in- 
clined to  fettle  there.  But,  according  to  the  no- 
tions of  Madam  Gerald,  fhe  told  him  that  her  pupil 
^nd  ihe  were  not  ignoranrt  that  he  had  paffed  the  . 
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£eas,  and  that  his  affairs  had  detained  him  for  forae 
time  among  thofe  of  his  family;  that  he  would  be 
at  Paris  as  foon  as  they  ;  that  he  had  difpatched  to 
them  one  of  the  beft  of  his  friends  with  afTurances 
of  the  conftancy  of  his  love,  and  of  the  impatience 
he  had  to  fee  them  again ;  in  fine,  confounding  cir- 
cumftances,  and  not  explaining  from  what  place  des 
Peifes  had  gone,  fhe  imprudently  raifed  in  the  mind 
of  Fincer  the  raoft  injurious  of  all  miftrufts  ;  He 
fancied  that  Patrick,  of  whom  he  underAood  that 
his  marriage  was  not  doubted  of  at  Paris,  could  not 
efpoufe  his  daughter  but  with  an  intention  of  ra- 
-vilhing  her  honour  from  her  by  an  infamous  ad  of 
treachery,  and  it  may  be  to  become  mafter  of  her 
fortune.  Examples  of  this  nature  were  not  at  all 
uncommon  either  in  one  kingdom  or  the  other ; 
and  although  a  man  of  my  brother's  birth  fhould 
not,  upon  light  grounds,  be  fufpefted  of  fuch  an  hor- 
rible bafenefs,  yet  the  prepoffeflion  of  a  father,  trem- 
bling for  his  daughter,  might  excufe  him  for  diving 
into  the  caufe  of  his  fears,  before  he  furrendered 
himfelf  up  to  them. 

His  anfwer  then  to  Dilnickwas  conformable  to  his 
ideas.  This  odious  ktter,  which  Diinick  prefTed 
me  to  read  after  his  relation,  concluded  with  an 
advice  no  lefs  injurious  to  Patrick.  Obferve  his 
condud,  faid  Fincer,  ftudy  his  fricndlhips,  and  take 
notice  in  what  manner  he  behaves  to  his  wife. 
.Give  an  oppofition  to  every  thing  he  fiiall  under- 
take for  charging  the  nature  of  his  eftate.  In  fine, 
his  exliortations  fuppofed  an  indubitable  mifchief, 
that  he  fpoke  of  lefs  in  the  way  of  prevention  than 
of  reparation,  by  great  vigilance  and  care. 

I  leave  you  to  judge,  added  Diinick,  of  the  dif 
quiet  and  tr()ul)ic  this  letter  ought  to  raife  in  me. 
I  have  not  imparted  it  to  my  niece  ;  but  opening 
qny  eyes  upon  a  number  of  circumftances  that  I  had 
let  flip  without  reflexion,  I  could  not  but  eafily 
perceive,  that  he  has  been  always  deficient  in  fome 
tjbin^  tendin<5  to   her  tran<iuillity,     I   faw,  at   the 
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fame  time  the  arrival  of  a  ftranger,  with  whom  your 
brother  held  feme  myfterlous  intercourfes  of  convef- 
fation.  It  appeared  manifefl  to  me  that  this  was 
the  meffenger  whom  your  brother  had  charged  with 
the  condud  of  his  affairs  at  Hamburgh.  They  in- 
formed me  foon  of  his  departure,  and  of  the  difor- 
der  his  abfence  had  produced  in  this  houfe,  I  pre- 
fently  after  faw  my  niece.  I  found  her  drowned  in 
tears  ;  and  not  having  the  power  to  engage  her  to 
difcover  the  caufe  of  them,  I  confefs,  that  iuthe  fro- 
ward  imaginations  with  w^hich  I  was  filled,  there  ef- 
caped  fome  expreffions  to  your  brother  too  harfh,  in 
reply  to  the  warmth  with  which  he  anfwered  me. 
We  did  not  fee  one  another  fmce  that  fatal  day  ;  but 
being  gone  to  Dublin,  where  I  know  not  what  af- 
fairs could  have  called  [lim,  his  abfence  gave  me  the 
liberty  of  feeing  my  niece.  I  was  furprized  to  find 
in  her  all  the  tokens  of  a  deep  defpair,  and  I  am  the 
more  fo,  as  I  cannot  penetrate  into  the  caufe  of  fuc^ 
exceflive  affli<5tions. 

He  further  acknowledged,  that  he  looked  upon  my 
return  as  a  happy  difpofition  of  heaven,  to  make  me 
inPcrumental  without  doubt  in  re-eftabiifhing  happi- 
nefs  and  peace  in  our  two  families;  and  a/Furing  me 
of  his  confidence  without  referve,  he  turned  over  u- 
pon  me  the  management  of  all  thofe  difficulties, 
which  furpaifed,  as  he  faid,  his  prudence  and  under- 
Oanding, 

1  was  already  difpofed  to  take  this  care  freely  on 
me,  and  all  I  had  jud  heard  did  not  render  the  tafk 
a  whit  .more  difficult.  The  letter  from  Plamburgh 
bearing  fuch  falfe  fuppofitions,  it  was  eafy  to  cure 
Dilnick  of  this  part  of  his  miftruft  ;  but  fincerity  ob-. 
Jiged  me  to  confefs  what  was  real  truth  among  the 
chimerical  ideas  of  Fincer.  I  apprized  him  in  a  few 
words  of  the  attachment  that  my  brother  once  had 

for  Mademoifelle  de  L ,  and  the  obffacles  that 

ought  to  have  made  him  drop  all  hopes  of  marrying 
her.  Being  a  young  man,  who  daily  foothed  himfelf 
^n  his  dt^fires,  he  had  not  forfook  this  intrigue  un- 
tiil  his  departure  from  France  j  but  I  would  not  take 
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*too  much  upon  me,  after  this  confeffion,  to  be  re- 
fponfible  for  him,  that  he  fliould  be  fmcerely  affecfl- 
cd  to  his  fpoufe  ;  yet,  notvvithftanding  fome  remains 
of  former  weakneiTes,  he  was  incapable  of  forget- 
ting his  duty.  The  accufations  of  Flncer,  added  I, 
are  fo  many  outrages ;  and  if  you  will  do  juftice 
to  the  character  of  Patrick,  you  cannot  fafped  him 
of  fuch  a  bafenefs,  as  could  not  enter  into  the  mind 
of  any  one  but  a  profligate  wretch  abaiidonsd  to  all 
wickednefs, 

Dilnick  agreed,  that  he  could  not  believe  him  fo 
guilty  as  Fincer  fuppofed,  and  drawing  from  what  I 
had  faid  a  very  juft  conclufion,  he  faid  plainly  to  me, 
•that  he  had  hit  upon  the  truth.  Your  brother,  faid 
he,  had  his  heart  filled  with  a  very  great  paiHon  ; 
intercft  has  had  a  greater  (hare  in  his  marriage,  than  • 
any  relifh  for  my  niece  ;  and  I  am  apt  to  fancy  ia 
his  favour,  that  perhaps  he  wreftles  with  his  former 
inclination,  and  has  not  yet  had  time  to  deliver 
himfelf  from  it.  This  fiippofition,  added  he,  will 
very  well  explain  his  uninterrupted  grief.  Far  from 
being  infpired  with  contempt  or  hatred  fur  him, 
his  condudt  obliges  me  to  conceive  an  high  idea  of 
a  character  fo  honourable  and  delicate  ;  and  I  can- 
not doubt,  but  a  littletime  indulged  to  the  agitation* 
of  his  heart  will  foon  make  him  fuch  a  huibund  as 
nay  niece  can  rcafonably  wi(l»  for. 

I  embraced  Dilnick  in  the  joy  I  was  in  to  fee  hin\ 
return  to  fuch  a  reafonable  opinion.  Yes,  faid  I, 
you  need  not  doubt,  but  that  this  piilure  of  my  bro- 
ther is  a  faithful  rcprefcutation  of  him.  This  is 
die  point  I  was  endeavouring  to  briiig  you  to.  I  had 
obfervcd  myftlf  the  cmbarraffment  of  his  fituatlon  be- 
fore my  departure,  and  I  Ihould  not  hav^  abandoned 
him  to  his  diHiculties,  if  invincible  rcafons  had  noc 
obliged  n)c  to  make  a  voyage  to  France,  But  J  Oiall 
not  leave  Ireland  until  I  have  wrougiita  pcrfc^  cure 

\\  his  heart  and  inclinations.     Let  us  join,  added 
J,   in  an  cnterprizc,  of  which  the  fuccefb  t£  infal- 
lible.    In  reality   I  was  fo  convii.cid   that  P*uicL 
bad  need   of  nothing  but  to  be  iortificd  by  f  ne 
Vol.  II.  E  '    fovciblo. 
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forcible  exhortations,  that  I  would  have  given  vaj 
Jife  as  a  pledge  for  his  virtue  and  honour.  I, 
on  the  fpot,  changed  my  refolution  of  difcourfing 
with  my  fitter  in-law  upon  the  fubjed  of  her 
tears,  and  I  prayed  Dilnick  not  to  let  any  thing 
efcape  him,  that  might  give  her  a  fufpicion  of  our 
having  penetrated  into  the  caufe  of  them.  Open 
wounds,  faid  I,  are  always  mod  eafily  healed.  Let 
us  wait  the  return  of  my  brother ;  let  us  employ- 
all  our  pains  in  preparing  your  niece  to  that  change 
I  promife  you,  and  reckon  upon  it,  that  peace  will 
foori  fucceed  all  your  alarms. 

What  mortal  chagrins  did  I  not  prepare  for  my- 
felf  by  this  confidence  !  Some  days  puffed,  which  we 
employed  to  purpofe  in  confoling  my  fifter  in-law. 
The  abfence  of  Patrick  not  having  given  me  any 
other  notion,  but  that  it  was  a  journey  undertaken 
to  diffipate  his  grief,  I  was  on  that  fide  free  from 
all  difturbance.  I  received  a  letter  addrefled  to  me  at 
Coleraine;  1  knew  it  to  be  under  the  hand  of  my 
Lord  Linch,  having  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing 
many  of  his  writings  during  the  courfe  of  his  affairs. 

He  obferved  to  me  in  two  words,  that  after  fuch 
frefii  obligations,  he  was  not  capable  of  forgetting 
what  rights  I  had  acquired  to  his  acknowledg- 
ments ;  but  that  he  was  juft  come  from  giving  nae 
a  proof  of  them,  that  I  ought  to  carry  to  his  account; 
that  without  a  tie  fo  powerful  he  fhould  have  refent- 
ed  an  infult  he  had  received  from  Patrick,  and  in- 
treated  me  to  infpire  him  with  more  juflice  and  mo- 
deration, if  I  would  prevent  extremities  that  would 
foon  become  inevitable. 

I  was  with  Dilnick  when  I  received  this  fatal  ad- 
vice. My  alarms  were  too  powerful  to  conceal 
them  altogether.  The  fear  of  feme  new  violence, 
which  Linch  feemed  to  declare  by  his  menaces,  made 
much  lefs  impreffion  on  me,  than  the  knowledge  of 
the  place  where  I  faw  but  too  well  1  muH  look 
for  Patrick.  O  God  !  cried  I  to  myfelf,  you  open 
then  the  pit  under  thg  ftcps  of  thofe  who  are  labour- 
i»g  with  all  diligence  to  avoid  it !  Plowever,  having 
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thought  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  ought  not  altogether 
to  conceal  from  Dilnick  the  caufe  of  my  troubles, 
nor  yet  to  difcover  all  my  fears,  I  refolved  to  re- 
Tcal  one  part  of  them,  which  would  at  the  fame 
time  help  to  difguife  the  other.  I  know  now,  faid 
I,  where  my  brother  is,  and  the  circumllances  that 
accompany  this  news  raife  in  me  a  juft  fear,  I  con- 
tinued to  relate  to  him  our  late  quarrels  with  my 
Lord  Linch  ;  and  not  doubting  at  all  but  that  what 
he  had  writ  to  me  was  a  confequence  of  them,  I 
explained  his  letter  in  a  fenfe  favourable  to  this 
notion.  An  evil  fo  preffing,  added  T,  demands  a 
fpeedy  remedy,  I  muft  immediately  go  to  Dublin, 
This  ambiguous  difcourfe  had  all  the  effedt  I  pro- 
mifed  to  myfelf  from  it.  Dilnick,  (lopping  at  appear- 
ances, fancied  that  it  was  in  Dublin  Patrick  had  the 
jquarrel  with  my  Lord  Linch,  and  having  not  carried 
his  quefl-ions  farther,  he  propofed  with  feme  earneft- 
ncfs  to  go  with  me  off  hand  himfelf,  to  add  his 
afCftance  to  my  endeavours.  No,  anfwercd  I,  my 
profeflion  gives  me  a  better  title  than  to  you  to 
reprefs  anger  and  hatred.  I  will  go  alone;  but  do 
you  take  on  you  the  care  of  prepoffefling  your  niece, 
and  giving  a  colour  to  my  abfence.  1  count  upon 
the  fuccefs  of  my  journey,  added  I,  Linch  is  (top- 
ped by  fome  reafons,  that  will  make  him  fufpend 
his  refentment.  You  fliill  fee  me  in  a  few  days 
with  my  brother.  He  a(rured  me  that  I  ought  to  be 
eafy  for  my  fiftcr-in-law  ;  feeing  that,  foft  and  affec- 
tionate as  Ihe  always  was,  it  would  help  to  give  her 
more  life  to  find,  that  1  had  got  fome  account  of 
her  hufband,  and  that  I  was  going  to  meet  him  ia 
Dublin  to  bring  him  back  forthwith  to  her. 

I  returned  then  by  the  road  1  had  come.  My  dili- 
gence was  equal  to  my  fear  :  I  took  no  more  reft  by 
night  than  by  day,  and  my  horfes  were  fo  little  taken 
care  of,  that  they  tired  on  the  road.  This  incident 
was  an  irraparablc  difappointment  to  me.  The  delay 
given  of  two  days  in  procuring  others  affnrded  time 
to  two  blind  paflions  to  carry  thcmfelves  to  the  laft 
cxccfs,  and  the  lo(s  of  twenty-four  hows,  became 
}L  2  ^  the 
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^he  declfive  wound  to  a  thoufand  precious  intereft^* 
But  does  it  befong  to  weak  men  to  reafon  upon  the 
impenetrable  difpofitlons  of  Providence  ?  T  arrived 
at  Angiefey's  caftle.  The  air  of  grief  with  which  I 
was  received,  gave  me  a  forefight  of  one  part  of  what 
they  were  going  to  tell  me,  Mademoifelie  de  L 
had  gone  off  the  evening  before  with  Patrick.  The 
departure  of  my  brother  was  become  neceffary  by  the 
misfortune  he  had  to  wound  mortally  my  Lord  Linch, 
who  had  forced  him  to  fight.  He  was  gone  to  take 
refuge  in  France,  and  Mademoifelle  de  L. —  had  laid 
hold  of  this  opportunity  to  return  to  her  own  country. 
Anglefey,  who  had  for  a  long  time  pad  intended 
the  fame  journey,  refolved  at  their  inftances  to  bear 
them  company  with  his  two  fifters. 

It  was  Anglefey's  mother  that  gave  me  this  ac- 
count; andvvho  having  confented  with  regret  to  the 
departure  of  her  children,  preferved  yet  an  impreflioa 
of  melancholy,  which  this  feparation  had  raifed  in  her. 
She  added,  that  they  left  it  in  charge  to  her  to  inform 
me  of  all  the  circumftances  ;  but  in  the  dejection  fhe 
was  fhe  would  perhaps  have  deferred  the  fulfilling  her 
promife  to  a  further  time.  Having  alked  her  the  caufe 
and  circumftances  of  the  misfortune  of  Linch,  Ihe 
protefied  to  me,  that  the  whole  of  it  was  in  the  dark" 
as  to  her,  and  if  one  could  build  any  thing  upon  bare 
conjedlures,  Ihe  imagined  that  Mademoifelle  de  L — 
was  the  innocent  caufc  of  this  quarrel.  How,  faid 
I,  have  they  concealed  from  you  what  has  without 
queftion  pafTed  in  your  houfe,  or  juft  under  your  walls? 
Yes,  anfwered  Ihe,  and  I  knew  nothing  of  your  bro- 
ther's duel,   till  alter  their  departure. 

1  thus  made  myfelf  mafter  of  thofe  firft  particu- 
lars, that  raifed  my  furprize  and  grief,  in.order  to 
colle(5l  all  the  lights  nectifary  for  the  regulation 
of  my  condud.  But  I  conceived,  1  had  little  more 
to  hope  for  from  this  old  lady,  whom  a  lively  and 
brilk  company  of  young  people  might  not  think  a 
proper  confident  of  their  condud  and  defigns.  I 
only  learned  from  her,  and  from  fome  of  the  fervants, 
whom  her  children  had  left  behind,  that  Patrick  ar- 
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rived  at  the  cadle.  a  few  days  after  I  had  left  it,  that 
lliey  there  lived  togeth-^r  in  great  tranquillity  and 
delight,  until  the  return  of  my  Lord  Linch ;  but  he 
had  fcarce  viiited  there  twice,  before  conftraint  and 
trouble  had  followed  all  his  vifits.  That  great  and 
fecret  ani^nofities  were  to/Fed  between  them,  till  the 
moment  that  the  noife  of  a  duel  was  difcovered,  and 
chat  the  refclution  was  immediately  formed  of  going- 
abroad  ;  that  Anglcfey  had  to  no  purpofe  preiled  his 
mother  to  accompany  them,  and  that  ilie  had  made 
many  unfiiccefsful  attempts  to  ftay  her  daughters  ; 
that,  after  long  debates,  they  at  length  mutually  pro- 
nilfed  each  other;  they,  to  return  to  Ireland  within  a 
year,  if  they  faw  no  appearance  of  an  agreeable  efta- 
biiihment  in  Paris ;  fhe,  to  join  them  in  France,  if 
they  fettled  themfelves  fo  fortunately  as  to  make  theni' 
forget  their  country. 

This  detail  not  giving  me  the  infight  I  defiredt 
I  was  reduced  to  implore  the  compaffion  of  Hea- 
ven, and  to  acknowledge  before  God,  with  a  tor- 
rent oi  tears,  that  his  protedion  and  aid  were  my 
only  hopes  in  the  bottomlefs  abyfs,  wherein  I  faw 
no  light.  With  what  bitternefs  did  I  open  to  him 
the  bottom  of  my  heart !  With  what  prayers  did  I 
not  folicit  his  compaiTion  !  And  you  know,  faid  1  to 
Heaven  that  moment,  that  my  petitions  are  not  for 
myfclf.  But  will  you  then  abandon  an  unhappy 
family,  for  whom  I  have  io  ^ong  addrtflcd  my 
vows?  What  will  you  do  with  Patrick  ?  He  is  lo(i. 
His  confclcnce,  his  honour,  his  fortune,  I  fee  all 
ruined  in  the  fame  wreck.  What  will- you  do  with 
his  wife  ?  I  fee  not'.ilng  for  her  but  drcadlul  defpair, 
f.  om  which  all  the  good  qualities  (he  has  received 
from  you  are  the  moll  firong  reafons  to  deliver  her, 
O  Heaven  !  cried  I  again,  if  it  be  in  the  c;ctrcmity 
of  danger  that  you  are  pleafcd  to  fignalizc  your 
power,  why  do  you  delay  it?  Are  not  the  misfor- 
tunes of  my  wretched  family  heaped  up  to  the  full  ? 

I  flopped  (hort,  ncverihclefs,  in  thefe  complaints^ 
vrhercln  I  began  to  fear,  that  God  would  not  confidcr 
them  bnt  as  the  cffe<fl8  of  impatience  and  rebellion*^ 
£  3  'riie 
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The  remembrance  of  Linch  reprefenting  itfeJf  to  my 
mind,  carried  me  to  inquire,  if  he  was  in  a  condition 
to  be  feen  by  any  body  ;  and  I  flattered  myfelf,  that 
if  I  could  have  a  moment's  difcourfe  with  him,  I  might 
receive  fome  explanation  of  what  I  wanted  to  know, 
I  heard  he  was  at  the  laft  extremity;  but  this  did 
not  hinder  me  from  going  to  his  houfe,  and  giving 
him  notice  that  I  defired  to  fee  him.  He  ordered 
me  to  be  called  in.  1  found  him  employed  in  dicta- 
ting a  letter,  and  was  furprized  to  underftand  that  it. 
was  intended  for  me.  You  fee,  faid  he,  with  what 
rigour  fortune  has  treated  me.  I  never  yet  have 
formed  an  enterprize  that  has  fuccecded  ;  and  at  the 
t  Jme  wherein  the  {^w^z  of  my  obligations  to  you,  as 
■well  as  a  new  inclination,  have  carried  me  to  facri- 
fice  the  former  defires  of  my  heart.  I  perifh  by  the 
hand  of  your  brother.  He  could  not  finilh  without 
the  burftings  of  fome  fobs.  I  fhewed  a  piercing 
compafTion  for  the  forrowful  condition  in  which  1 
faw  him,  and  told  him,  that  being  but  jufl  arrived 
from  Antrim,  I  was  ignorant  of  what  had  paffed  ia 
my  abfence.  He  recolleded  his  flrength  to  give  rae 
this  account  : 

.  You  cannot  doubt,  faid  he,  of  the  aftonifhment  I 
was  in  on  my  arrival,  to  hear  from  my  fervants, 
that  you  found  the  means  of  deceiving  their  vigilance, 
and  that,  by  the  advice  of  Anglefey,  they  continued 
liie  in  that  error  into  which  iheir  firft  account  had 
caft  me.  I  am  aQiamed  of  the  obftinacy  with  which 
I  refufed  to  believe,  you.  Neverthelefs,  I  could  not 
yet  perfuade  myfelf,  but  that  it  was  your  fifter  who 
had  been  carried  away  with  you,  and  the  rather,  as 
my  fervants  had  not  then  changed  their  opinions, 
and  had  always  fla'  tered  themfelves  in  having  executed 
my  orders  faithfully.  As  they  came  to  underftand, 
from  divers  informations,  that  it  was  into  Anglefey's 
houfe  you  had  retired  with  your  companion,  I  did 
r.ot  lofe  a  minute  in  going  there;  and  I  confefs,  that 
not  being  yet  without  hopes,  I  haftened  fo  much  the 
more  with  a  defire  to  turn  the  moments  of  your  ab- 
fence to  account.     I  was  undeceived  all  at  once  by 

Anglefey*s 
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Anglefey's  fervants ;  but  underftanding  from  them 
that  your  bother  had  been  feme  days  in  that  houfe,  I 
had  a  fenfible  pleafure  in  feeing  him,  and  I  ihewed 
by  my  carefles  iome  part  of  the  gratitude  I  owed  you. 
He  received  me  with  more  opennefs  than  I  had  a 
right  to  expe<5}:,  after  fuch  a  violence  committed,  of 
which  I  had  no  doubt  but  he  was  informed.  The 
unhappy  fuccefs  of  my  enterprize  was  turned  into 
raillery,  and  obferving  that  they  faw  me  without  any 
dillidence,  I  pafTed  the  reft  of  the  day  in  a  compa- 
ny that  I  found  perfedly  agreeable.  I  tell  you  the 
fource  of  my  misfortune.  The  charms  of  Made- 
moifelle  de  L —  made  the  moft  deep  imprefHons  on 
me,  and  I  returned  home,  pierced  through  and  thro* 
with  her  beauty. 

Thefe  new  fentiments  did  not  take  poflcffion  of  my 
heart  without  raifingin  me  an  extreme  furprize.  But 
if  you  confider,  how  my  former  paffion  had  caufed 
me  many  unprofitable  torments,  and  what  diminuti- 
on the  ruin  of  my  late  defigns  had  given  to  my 
hopes,  you  would  look  upon  this  change  lefs  as  an 
inconrtancy,  than  as  a  mark  of  defpair  and  lafli- 
tude.  Far  from  reproaching  myfeif  with  t,  I 
fortified  this  growing  inclination  with  my  own 
refledions.  1  owed  you  my  gratitude.  It  would  be 
an  ijl  return  to  your  generofity,  obftinately  to  per- 
fevere  in  troubling  your  family  by  pretenfions  that  I 
could  no  longer  juftify.  No  other  way  was  open 
to  me  to  profecute  my  claim  to  them.  I  thought  my- 
feif too  happy  to  arrive,  without  any  effort  of  mine, 
to  the  power  of  making  the  intereft  of  my  duty  and 
that  of  my  repofc  agree.    Although  1  had  not  before 

been  known  to  Mademoifelle  de  L ,  1  remembered 

fomc  circumllances  by  which  I  came  to  the  know- 
ledge of  her  birth  and  ellatc.  She  was  free;  Hea- 
ven feemed  to  have  led  me  to  her  to  heal  all  the 
wounds  of  my  heart.  I  thought  ferioufly  to  make 
my  applications  to  her,  and  if  (he  continued  to  pleafe 
me,  I  was  refoivcd  to  cff.r  to  htr,  with  my  hand,  a 
fortune  Ihe  could  not  difdain. 

E  4  Can 
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Cap  you  condemn  this  prcjedl  ?  1  was  confirmed 
in  it  the  day  following,  and  hugged  myfelf  for  having 
found  the  opportunity  of  entering  naturally  with- 
,in  certain  bounds,  from  which  I  am  obliged  to  own, 
that  the  force  of  my  paflion  had  too  long  carried  me 
afide.  I  returned  affiduouOy  to  Anglefey's  houfe. 
My  firft  vifits  were  endured  with  coraplaifance,  and 
my  love  for  Mademoifelle  de  L increafed  every- 
day. But  the  coldnefs  of  your  brother  made  me- 
foon  apprehend  he  had  penetrated  my  views,  and  that 
they  did  not  accord  with  his.  It  wasnotneverchelefsall 
at  once  that  I  difcovered  his  fentiments.  Being  mar- 
ried in  Ireland,  1  could  not  fufpeifl  him  for  i>eing  my 
rival,  and  when  I  took  him  afide  to  lay  open  the 
bottom  of  my  defigns,  I  imagined,  that  my  paft 
condudl  having  rendered  me  fufpefled,  the  remainder 
of  an  attachment  to  a  young  lady,  whom  he  had 
Joved,  might  make  him  fear  (he  might  be  in  fome 
danger  in  hearing  me,  and  nrught  in  one  word  infpire 
him  with  diffidences,  that  I  would  willingly  have 
difTipated  by  my  explanations.  He  received  theni 
fo  haughtily  that  my  pride  was  piqued.  1  pafs  over 
a  detail  of  particulars,  that  perhaps  might  have  re- 
newed my  refentment ;  but  from  this  firft  overture 
we  Hiould  not  have  parted  without  fome  violence,  If 
the  memory  of  your  favours  had  not  obliged  me  to 
life  moderation  in  my  anfwers,  I  writ  to  you  the 
day  following,  and  you  may  judge  by  my  ftile, , 
v/hether  I  had  not  a  little  trouble  to  overcome  my- 
felf. Neverthelefs,  I  was  refolved  to  lay  thefe  re- 
ftraints  on  my  paffions  until  your  return,  and  I  pro- 
mifed  myfelf,  that  your  vsrifdom  would  have  made 
you  approve  of  my  conduit  and  fentiments, 

I-affe<5led  then  to  appear  infenfible  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  your  brother;  and  not  doubting  but  i^nglefey, 
who  is  my  relation,  would  make  me  welcome  at  hfs 
houfe,  1  returned  at  the  hour  in  which  I  ufualiy 
paid  my  vifits.  But  I  was  vexed  for  the  firft  time 
to  fee  Mademoifelle  de  L —  difappear  at  my  arrival. 
Your  brother  not  being  prefent  during  the  time  of 
Jier  abfence,  I  confefs  jeaioufy  poiTeifed  fo  furioufly 

my 
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my  heart,  that  I  had  a  thoufand  torments  to  endure 
before  I  could  make  rayfelf  mafter  of  my  tranfports. 
1  returned  to  myfelf  by  forming  divers  projeds  of 
revenge.  What  was  it  the  day  following,  when 
going  to  Anglefey's  houfe,  I  perceived  them  two  to- 
gether, who  feemed  to  fly  into  the  park  for  no  other 
purpofe  but  to  avoid  my  prefence,  and  turned  their 
heads  at  certain  diftances,  as  if  it  were  in  hopes 
fo  to  difpofe  of  themfelves,  that  I  might  not  difcover 
them  ?  They  had  no  body  with  them  but  one  of 
Anglcfey*s  fifters.  My  (hame  was  too  manifeft,  I 
would  have  declared  upon  the  fpot  the  vexations  that 
wrecked  me,  if  I  had  not  apprehended  that  Anglsfey, 
with  whom  I  was,  would  have  taken  the  opportunity 
of  watching  me.  I  compofed  my  countenance, 
\vhilft  my  heart  was  cruelly  tortured,  and  pretending, 
to  make  a  game  in  furprizing  them,  I  flipped  behind 
the  trees,  *till  I  came  to  a  place  wher«  I  could  fee 
and  hear  them.'  What  I  fawjuftified  all  my  fufpici- 
ens.  Your  brother  toyed  familiarly  with  his  compa- 
nions, and  if  he  diftributed  to  them  equally  his  ca- 
reffes,  I  could  too  well  diilinguilh,  it  was  to  make  the 
one  a  ftepping-ftone  to  come  at  the  favours  of  the 
other,  and  that  thofe  he  addrtfled  to  Mademoif^Ue 
de  L—  were  too  much  enlivened  for  any  other  air 
than  that  of  love.  She  did  not  receive  them  at  ail 
as  uneafy  or  difagreeable  liberties.  My  eyes  pene- 
trated into  the  bottom  of  their  hearts.  Wretched 
difpofition  of  mine,  which  makes  me  find  my  puniCi' 
naent  in  the  happinefs  of  another  !  But  what  could  I 
conjedure,  when  I  intended  only  to  have  a  little 
raillery  on  your  brother,  upon  the  pretence  I  had  ia 
wearyingmyfelf  with  Anglefey  and  his  mother  ?  1  could 
not  refiit  their  toying  longer.  1  lifted  up  my  head, 
and  liying  hold  of  the  moment  that  he  turned  his 
eyes  towards  me,  1  made  him  a  fign,  which  he  found 
no  difficulty  in  apprehending.  1  do  him  jufticc  ;  h<? 
anfwered  it  like  a  gallant  man.  Stepping  afidc  as  if  it 
were  without  defign,  he  immediately  found  the  path 
I  took  at  fome  diftance  before  him,  and  being  entirely 
covered  by  the  trees,  we  met  in  a  place  proper  for 
i»y  dcfi^ni  Furious  as  I  v/as,  I  began  by  reproaches 
£  5  capubic 
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capable  of  ftlnging  hioi.  He  made  me  no  anfwer 
but  by  drawing  his  fword.  Our  combat  lafted  only 
a  fhort  time.  My  fury  having  taken  from  me  all 
meafures  of  defence,  I  received  a  v^ound  that  has 
reduced  me  to  the  condition  in  which  you  now  fee 
me. 

I  muft  confefs  to  you  with  confufion,  that  in  the 
rage  of  feeing  myfeif  overthrown  at  the  feet  of  my 
rival,  I  thought  to  fummon  up  ail  my  remaining 
firength  to  do  his  work.  I  ftretched  my  arm  to- 
wards  my  fword,  that  lay  fome  paces  from  me,  and  I 
would  have  given  him  a  thoufand  wounds,  if  I 
could  have  laid  my  hands  on  it.  But  perceiving  what 
I  aimed  at,  he  kicked  it  fpeedily  away  with  his  foot, 
and  promifing  to  fend  me  fome  help,  immediately 
releafed  me  from  the  torment  of  feeing  him.  It 
wa3  yet  more  mortal  to  me  to  confider,  that  he  was 
going  to  enjoy  his  triumph,  and  raife  a  new  merit 
from  the  danger  he  had  juft  come  from  Iharing.  In 
the  mean  time,  being  much  weakened  by  lofs  of 
blood,  the  movements  of  fury  and  hatred  gave 
place  to  fome  fentiments  of  religion,  which  came  to 
my  aid.  1  was  willing  to  be  carried  home,  and 
judging  from  the  wafting  of  my  ftrength,  that  I  was 
perhaps  near  my  laft  moment,  I  gave  it  in  charge  to 
r)ne  of  my  fervants  to  tell  your  brother  that  I  for- 
gave him  my  death. 

For  twenty. four  hours  the  ftrength  of  my  confti- 
tution  had  fupported  me  againft  all  hopes.  In  a 
iituation,  wherein  all  my  defires  and  refentments  ar^ 
cxtingiiiflied,  it  came  into  my  mind  to  write  to  you, 
not  only  to  aOc  your  pardon  for  ail  the  vexations 
and  troubles  I  have  raifed  to  your  family,  but  to 
give  you  fome  tokens  of  friendlhip  and  confidence 
to  perfuade  you  of  the  fmcerity  of  my  repen- 
tance. Having  no  catholic  relations,  with  whom 
I  have  had  much  friendftiip,  1  leave  to  you  the 
difpofai  of  the  treafure  which  you  cannot  forget 
we  viiited  together.  You  will  apply  it  to  fuch  ufes 
as  are  moft  agreeable  to  your  piety  and  knowledge  ; 
whether  it  be  th;it  you  will  judge  it  proper  to  give  it 
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over  to  King  James,  to  whom  I  have  already  ofFered 
it,  or  whether  you  will  think  it  more  fitting  to  employ 
it  here  on  the  neceffities  of  the  faithful.  I  think 
alfo  I  owe  fome  reparation  to  your  injured  fifter 
for  all  the  trouble  and  vexation  that  my  extra- 
vagant paflion  has  expofed  her  to,  and,  above  ail, 
for  the  obftacles  I  have  perhaps  thrown  in  the  way 
of  her  eftablifhment.  The  jewels  of  my  mother 
were  intended  for  her  in  my  firil;  views.  Accept  them 
now  in  her  name,  that  they  may  help  to  make  her 
forget  the  reafons  fhe  has  had  to  hate  me.  Alas ! 
added  he  with  a  deep  figh,  my  lot  has  always  been, 
to  make  myfelf  hated  by  the  very  reafons  that  helped 
others  to  make  themfelves  beloved,  and  to  be  unhap* 
py  by  the  ways  that  feemed  ncceifary  to  conduit  me 
to  happinefs. 

In  finifliing  a  difcourfe,  which  the  excefs  of  his 
•weaknefs  made' him  break  off  twenty  times,  he  or- 
dered a  cafket  to  be  brought  him,  that  he  prayed  nie 
to  open.  I  found  in  it,  together  with  the  diamonds 
and  jewels  of  his  mother,  all  the  memorandums  re- 
Jaiing  to  the  treafure.  Having  forced  me  to  accept 
them,  he  joined  thereto  a  writing,  figncd  with  his 
hand  and  before  prepared,  which  contained  a  le- 
gal affurancc  of  the  voluntary  ceffion  he  made  me 
of  all  his  rights  to  thofe  things  he  had  turned  over 
to  my  care.  The  phyficians  had  already  prefTcd  to 
have  an  end  put  to  a  difcourfe  that  confiderably  im- 
paired his  ilrength  ;  and  his  natural  fire  not  aban- 
doning him  in  his  laft  extremity,  he  had  rejc<Sed  them 
with  impaiience.  But  now,  ordering  them  to  be 
died  in,  he  put  himfelf  into  their  hands  witli  niorc 
Temper,  and  requeued  of  mc,  as  an  only  telliniony  of 
(riendihip  and  compaflion,  to  continue  about  him, 
and  receive  his  iaft  breath. 

Adutyfojull  detained  me  with  him  two  day*, 
vhich  proved  the  lad  period  of  his  life.  With  v;ha!: 
z?al  an  J  v/hat  fentiments  of  jzraMlnde  focver  I  was 
ii.clincd  to  render  him  this  lall  office  of  Chridiaji 
charity,  yet  it  was  an  afilidlion  to  my  heart,  to  be 
fumoioaed  away  by  other  obligaiion?,  that  could  not 
E  <5      ^  be 
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be  reconciled  to  fo  long  a  delay,  I  fuflered  io  mucl* 
the  more  by  this  thought,  that  being  continually- 
taken  up  in  reciting  the  prayers  of  the  church,  I 
Jonnd  myfelf  even  obliged  to  throw  them  afide  as  a 
diftradtion.  In  the  mean  time,  it  was  certain,  that 
Patrick  having  taken  his  journey  at  a  hazard,  and 
without  being  fure  of  finding  a  vefTel  at  Waterford 
yeady  to  fail,  I  might  hope  with  a  little  diligence  to 
overtake  him  yet,  and  it  may  be  to  flop  him.  Duels 
of  honour,  fought  without  fraud  or  inequality,  are 
Slot  fo  rigoroully  punifhed  in  Ireland  as  in  France. 
He  had  befides  in  Ireland  a  thoufand  ways  to  Ihel- 
ter  himfelf  from  purfuits  j  and  the  danger,  whatever 
it  was,  would  always  be  a  leifer  evil,  than  a  voyage 
undertaken  againft  all  forts  of  rights,  and  of  which 
there  ought  to  be  great  confideration  had  to  provide 
againft  fatal  confequences.  I  removed  from  me,  never- 
thelcfs,  all  thefe  reflexions,  and  relying  upon  Heaven 
ior  the  condudl  of  fuch  dear  interefts,  I  made  a  fa- 
crifice  of  thefe  thoughts  to  charity. 

Scarce  had  death  fealed  the  eyes  of  my  Lord  Lirch^ 
than  1  flattered  myfelf  to  recover  yet  the  time  I  had 
loft.  I  had  ufed  the  precaution  of  having  many  re- 
lays of  horfes  phced  on  the  road,  that  might  for- 
ward me  with  all  expedition  pcffible,  in  a  country 
where  the  cuflom  of  riding  polt  is  not  yet  eftablifhed, 
"Without  lofing  a  moment,  1  took  the  road  to  Water- 
lord,  and  could  fcarce  have  got  there  fwifter  with 
wings.  O  new  fource  of  grief!  My  brother  was 
gone  the  fame  day.  Having  fought  to  no  purpofe  an 
opportunity  for  a  paflTage,  impatience  and  fear  had 
nijide  them  hire  the  firft  vefl'el  they  could  get  at  a 
great  price.  1  found  in  the  place  they  lodged  not 
only  Anglefey's  coachman,  who  was  yet  therewith  his 
liorfes  and  coach,  but  Patrick's  lacquey,  who  was 
looking  for  fome  conveniency  to  carry  him  to  the 
county  of  Antrim.  He  no  fooner  knew  who  I  was, 
tiian  aiking  to  fee  me,  he  freely  told  me  all  thofe  cir- 
cuniftances  that  I  had  been  impatient  to  know.  His 
inafter,  obliged  to  withdraw  himfelf  by  the  misfortune 
3)e  had  to  wound  mortally  my  Lord  Linch,  had  given 
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him  orders  to  carry  this  news  to  Antrim,  and  to  re- 
join him  again  at  Paris.  The  trouble  of  fo  preci- 
pitate a  departure  had  not  given  him  time  to  write 
either  to  me  or  his  wife  ;  but  he  prorflifed  to  fatisfy 
this  duty  on  his  arrival  in  France.  He  recommended 
my  lady  to  my  care,  and  prayed  her  not  to  deliver 
herfelf  up  to  an  excefs  of  affli<5lion. 

Thefe  extraordinary  cares,  and  this  language,  ap- 
peared to  me  as  fo  many  artifices,  that  concealed  in- 
clinations and  views  quite  different.  The  angui(h  of 
my  foul  drew  from  me  deep  fighs,  and  having  no 
other  refource  than  the  compaffion  of  Heaven,  I 
prayed  the  almighty  Power,  that  as  a  reward  of 
that  facrifice  I  had  made  him  at  my  Lord  Linch's,  he 
would  ftop  thefe  ra(h  defigns  of  a  brother,  who  was 
blindly  running  on  his  ruin,  I  did  not  then  purpofe 
10  pafs  the  feas  to  follow  him.  Befides,  the  un- 
certainty of  the  road  he  had  taken,  and  the  difficulty 
of  finding  a  veffel,  I  was  fummoned  by  another 
care,  which  cruelly  divided  my  heart.  I  reprefent- 
ed  to  myfelf  what  would  be  the  defpair  df  my  fifter- 
in-law  on  receiving  the  firft  advice  of  this  new 
misfortune,  or  ratherforefeeing  already,  that  fhe  would 
foon  know  it  from  fome  other  intelligence,  the  com- 
paffion 1  had  for  her  lot  made  me  experience  before- 
hand one  part  of  her  troubles.  It  was  to  her  then 
that  I  owed  the  firft  efforts  of  my  zeal,  to  repair,  at 
lead  in  fome  meafure,  the  effe(^s  of  an  evil  that  I 
could  no  longer  prevent. 

Thus  condemned  from  henceforth  to  continual 
pcfling  from  place  to  place,  and  fatigued  as  much  in 
mind  as  body,  1  retook  the  road  to  Antrim,  with  the 
only  view  of  forwarding  to  my  power  the  peace  of 
my  fifter- in-law.  1  exa(fled  of  Patrick's  lacquey,  that 
he  would  truft  his  commiffion  to  ray  management. 
But  this  precaution  was  ufclcfs.  Dilnick,  who  im- 
mediately came  to  n)e  on  my  arrival,  informed  me, 
that  his  niece  was  already  acquainted  with  what  I 
thought  to  conceal  from  her,  and  that  her  health  and 
mind  were  under  an  equal  difordcr.  The  moment  fhc 
Ufidcrftood  I  was  gone  for  Dublin,  (he  miftruflcd  that 

a  rclQ- 
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a  refolation  fo  little  premeditated  fuppofed  fome  ex- 
traordinary end,  and  her  inquietude  being  redoubled 
by  the  afFeded  myfterioufnefs  of  proceedings,  Ihe  had 
fsnt  one  of  her  fervants  to  follow  me  at  fome  diftance, 
with  an  order  to  watch  all  my  fteps,  and  fpeedily 
inform  her  of  every  thing  relating  to  her  hufband« 
This  Argus  had  fo  faithfully  entered  into  her  inten- 
tions, that  not  having  loft  fight  of  me  till  my  arrival 
at  Anglefey's  caftle,  he  knew  my  brother's  duel  aad 
flight  as  foon  as  I  did.  He  had  returned  with  the 
utmoft  diligence  to  impart  this  news  to  his  miftrefs, 
and  not  having  taken  any  caution  in  his  expreffions, 
had  caft  her  into  fuch  alarms,  as  had  put  even  her 
iife  into  the  utmoft  danger. 

My  fear  was  immediately,  that  Mademoifelle  de 
L— —  had  not  been  forgotten  in  this  ftory  ;  but  Dil* 
nick  taking  no  notice  of  this  particular,  I  imagined 
that  the  hafte  of  the  mefienger  had  hindered  him 
from  penetrating  farther  than  appearances,  and  that 
the  moft  dangerous  part  of  the  evil  was  yet  un- 
known. 1  went  in  to  my  fifter  in-law  under  this  con. 
fidence.  She  feemed  to  receive  fome  confolation 
from  my  vifit,  and  the  turn  I  gave  to  the  misfor- 
tune of  her  huft)and  contributing  a  little  to  calm  her 
troubles,  I  was  perfuaded  more  and  more  that  fhe 
had  no  miilruft  on  the  fcore  of  her  rival.  Never- 
thelefs,  a  propofal  (he  immediately  made  me  to  con- 
dudl  her  to  France  might  have  given  me  fome  fufpi- 
cion,  if  I  had  not  afcribed  it  to  an  impulfe  of  love, 
the  excefs  of  which  I  well  knew,  or  thought  at  leaft 
that  (he  muft  have  fome  other  motive  than  the  foun- 
dation I  knew  f®r  her  jealoufy.  I  at  firft  oppofed  to 
her  inftances  the  crofs  fituation  of  her  health,  and 
the  hopes  I  had  of  facilitating  the  return  of  her 
hufband  ;  but  coming  all  at  once  to  think,  that  under 
the  forgetfulnefs  of  himfelf,  in  which  1  might  luppofe 
Patrick  to  be,  nothing  could  have  fo  great  a  force  to 
recall  him  to  his  duty,  as  the  prefence  of  a  virtuous 
wife,  the  leaft  regard  of  whom  would  be  capable  of 
covering  him  with  confufion,  I  entered  freely  into  her 
way  of  thinking  J  and   without  explaining  what  It 

was 
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was  that  wrought  in  me  this  fudden  change,  I  only 
requeued  of  my  fifter-in-law  to  reeftablifli  her 
health  enough  to  undertake  luch  a  journey  without 
danger. 

A  motive  fo  powerful  had  a  greater  effed  than  all 
medicines.  I  fenfibly  perceived,  that  every  day 
added  fomething  to  her  ftren2;th.  She  could  not 
fpeak  of  our  project  withoHt  a  kind  of  complaifance, 
that  (he  appeared  to  have  imbibed  with  her  notions* 
So  we  mutually  deceived  each  other  ?  for  if  I  did  not 
make  a  difcovery  of  my  views  to  her,  Ihe  was  far 
from  confining  hers  to  me.  As  foon  as  I  thought  fhe 
had  gained  fo  much  ftrength  as  to  hope  that  the  time 
was  drawing  near  for  her  perfed  recovery,  I  laid 
hold  of  the  interval  that  thefe  hopes  gave  me  to  vifit 
my  flock.  I  was  received  there  with  tears  of  joy, 
and  if  any  thing  could  ever  balance  in  my  heart  the 
obligations  of  nature,  it  was  the  zeal  1  felt  fpringing 
up  in  it  at  this  fight. 

But  I  was  too  much  taken  up  with  the  troubles 
of  my  fifter- in-law  to  forget  wliat  I  owed  to  her 
confolation.  I  found  her  at  my  return,  not  only 
6xed  in  her  refolution  to  be  gone,  but  l*o  well  re- 
covered from  her  ficknefs,  that  I  could  afcribe  this 
miracle  to  nothing  but  love.  Her  preparations  were 
already  made  for  j^er  voyage,  and  I  admired,  as  a- 
nother  mark  of  her  great  fondnefs,  that  (he  took  Icfs 
care  of  her  own  wants,  than  thofe  of  her  hufband. 
The  greatelt  part  of  her  equipage  was  made  up  of 
what  had  been  appropriated  to  my  brother,  Ingratc  ! 
n  could  not  help  faying  it  to  my  fell,)  How  can  you  re- 
nifc  your  he;irt  to  fo  much  Jove  and  virtue?  Who 
knows  under  what  uncertainties  and  wanderings  we 
are  going  to  find  you,  and  whether  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  you,  which  Ihe  propofes  with  fo  much  ardour 
and  joy,  ihall  not  immediately  throw  her  into  an  a* 
byfs  of  new  griefs  ? 

The  care  of  every  thing  my  fiftcr-in-law  was  to 
leave  behind  her,  was  committed  to  Dilnick.  He  had 
himfelf  approved  of  our  voyage,  and  the  opinion 
he  had  of  my  fidelity,  cr^couraging  him  againft  all  the 

fears 
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fears  that  Fincer  might  hav«  infpired  him  with,  Be' 
faw  us  go  ofF  without  any  difturbance.  A  veiFel 
bound  to  Dunkirk  tranfportedu^  happily  there,  where 
we  found  all  fort  of  conveniences  for  our  journey 
to  Paris. 

This  journey,  which  I  had  undertaken  with  lefs 
repugnance  than  joy,  now  made  on  rae  imprefll- 
ons  entirely  different,  in  proportion  as  we  advanced 
near  the  end  of  it.  I  was  ignorant  in  what  fituation 
we  were  going  to  find  Patrick,  and  forced  to  furrender 
myfelf  up  to  a  thoufand  fatal  fufplcions,  which  could 
with  moreeafebe  fufpendedduring  my  abfence,  I  trem- 
bled left  all  the  evils  I  had  to  fear  were  not  already 
paft  remedy.  It  feemed  to  me  that  the  prefence  of 
my  fifter-in-law  was  likely  only  to  irritate  them. 
With  what  eye  could  a  guilty  hu(band  look  on  a 
wife,  from  whom  he  could  exped  noching  but  re- 
proaches ?  Shame  is  often  converted  into  hardnefs  and 
obftinacy  to  difguife  itfelf  j  and  the  perfon,  who  had 
only  furrendered  to  diforder  the  one  half  of  his  heart, 
will  find  reafons  for  abandoning  himfelf  to  it  with- 
out referve,  when  he  is  forced  to  a  juftification  of 
himfelf.  Befides,  having  writ  twice  to  Rofe,  I  had 
received  no  anfwer.  This  was  the  fubjeft  of  another' 
vexation,  which  I  had  not  fo  fenfible  a  feeling  of  in 
Ireland,  as  now  that  I  was  approaching  to  Paris.  So- 
that  uncertainty  and  fear  feem'd  to  go  before  my  fteps  ;■. 
and  far  from  promifmg  myfelf  fatisfadion  in  feeing* 
again  what  I  held  moft  dear,  I  had  a  forrowful  em- 
ployment to  arm  myfelf  with  ftrength  tor  enduring, 
it  may  be,  an  infinity  of  frefii  troubles. 

My  uncertainties  raifed  me  fo  much  vexation  for 
the  iail  day  of  my  journey,  that  not  daring  without 
fome  precautions  to  venture  into  fuch  a  frightful 
darknefs,  I  chofe  to  ftop  at  St  Denys_,  from  whence 
I  immediately  difpatched  my  valet  with  divers  orders. 
It  v/as  eafy  to  bring  my  fiiler-in-Iaw  into  an  appro- 
bation of  the  pretences  for  fuch  a  delay,  The  firft 
commiffion  I  gave  Jacin  was  to  carry  to  the  Count 

de  S the  news  of  my  arrival ;   but  in  ordering 

Mm  to  be  tc!d  that  I  had  my  lifter- ia  lav/  with  me,. 
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I  did  not  think  proper  to  acquaint  hina  wfth  my 
alarms  for  the  condud  of  Patrick.  Jacin  had  fenle 
enough  not  to  confound  things,  and  as  he  was  not 
ignorant  of  thofe  patticulars  I  ordered  him  to  conceal, 
1  thought  him  even  capable  of  dextroufly  drawing 
from  the  Count  what  I  was  willing  to  have  cleared  up 
to  me.  From  thence  he  was  to  go  to  our  houfe  at 
Saifons,  if  my  Lord  Tenermill  and  Rofe  had  retired 
there,  as  I  imagined  they  had,  or  to  that  of  the 
Count,  if  they  yet  continued  there.  I  recommended 
to  him  to  avoid  with  the  utmoft  care  the  fight  of  Pa- 
trick, in  whatever  place  he  might  meet  him,  and  to 
ufe  all  his  addrefs  to  fee  my  Lord  Tenermill  without 
vitneiTes.  What  1  gave  him  in  charge  to  fay  to 
him  was  but  four  words.  Without  mentioning  my 
fifter-inlaw,  he  was  to  pray  him  to  come  to  me  to 
St  Deny's,  where  I  attended  upon  aflfairs  that  re- 
quired as  much  dlfpatch  as  fecrecy. 

I  let  nobody  living  into  my  views.  Whatever  opi- 
nion my  Lord  Tenermili's  former  difcourfes  made  mc 
take  up  of  his  principles,  X  could  not  perfuade  my- 
felf  but  that  honour  would  infpire  him  with  other 
fentimcnts,  when  having  feen  my  fifter-in-law,  and 
finding  himfelf  prefled  by  her  tears  as  much  as  by 
my  inrtances  to  contribute  to  reftore  her  hufband 
to  her,  he  fliould  be  forced  to  acknowledge,  that  the 
Yisw  of  his  own  intereft  would  lay  him  under  a 
neccflity  to  join  us  in  this  particular.  For  he  mufl: 
think,  that  the  leaft  infidelity  in  Patrick  could  not 
be  long  concealed  from  his  wife,  nor  that  (he  was  of 
a  humour  to  fuffer  the  outrages  of  an  ungrateful  huf- 
band,  who  was  indebted  for  every  thing  to  her  fa- 
vours. Complaints  as  juft  as  hers  could  not  fail  of 
being  rcprefcntcd  to  the  public,  and  upon  whom 
would  the  (hame  of  fuch  a  clamour  more  diredly  fall 
than  upon  him,  who  had  a  ihoufand  reafons  to  huf- 
band  his  honour,  as  well  as  that  of  his  family,  in  a 
country,  where  his  hopes  have  not  yet  had  any  other 
foundation  ? 

1  was  taken  up  with  thefc  reflections,  when  the 
Fattling  of  an  c<i"ipas^»  ^^*^  (lopped  oppofitc  to  the 

door^ 
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door,  making  me  put  my  head  out  of  the  win- 
dow, 1  knew   it  to  be  the  coach   of  the  Count  dt 

S ;  whom  I  immediately  faw  ftep  out  of  it.     My 

furprize  at  firft  tell  upon  nothing  eife  but  the  dili- 
gence ol  Jacin,  who  could  not  have  loft  one  mo- 
ment, and  upon  the  zeal  of  the  Count,  to\whora 
friendfhip  Teemed  to  have  lent  wings.  But  I  was 
feeiiai^ly  moved  at  feeing  my  two  brothers  ftep  out 
of  the  coach  after  him  ;  and  in  what  terms  can  I 
reprefent  the  excefs  of  my  trouble,  when  having  all 
three  turned  their  faces  towards  the  boot,  I  faw  them 
oifer  their  hands  to  two  ladies,  who  were  Mademoi- 
ielle  de  L ,  and  my  filler. 

1  (hould  have  lent  forth  a  (hriekfor  grief  and  afto- 
liifhment,  if  the  goodnefs  of  heaven  had  not  placed 
all  at  once  before  my  eyes  the  interefts  I  had  to  con- 
dudl.  It  was  even  a  miracle  of  providence,  that  (he, 
for  whom  1  was  alarmed  with  fo  much  reafon,  had 
not  the  fame  curiofity  to  afk  me,  what  it  vvaS^  I  had 
feen,  and  that  given  up  to  her  ordinary  medita- 
tions, (he  continued  fitting  quietly  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  window.  Thefe  thoughts  happily  reftored 
to  me  all  my  prefence  of  mind.  I  drew  a  book  out 
of  my  pocket,  which  I  had  furnilhed  myfelf  with 
as  a  remedy  againft  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  voyage, 
and  afking  permiflion  of  my  fifter  in-law  to  leave  her 
a  moment,  I  prelfed  her  to  read  fome  pages  in  it, 
of  which,  I  (hould  be  well  pleafed  to  have  her 
thoughts.  I  immediately  left  her,  without  appear- 
ing to  do  fo  on  any  defign  :  But  I  had  fcarce  (hut 
the  chamber  door,  when  I  ran  down  ftairs  with  a 
fpeed  equal  to  my  fears,  curfing  Jacin,  whom  I  ac- 
cufed  for  having  caft  me  into  fuch  a  cruel  embar- 
raffment. 

The  firft  objedl  I  met  was  one  of  my  filler  in- law's 
fsrvants,  who  having  gotten  a  fight  of  his  matter, 
was  running  up  ftairs  to  give  us  an  account  of  his 
arrival.  I  ftopped  him  angrily,  and  forbidding  him 
to  go  into  his  miftrefs's  chamber,  under  the  penalty 
o^  being  fent  back  immediately  to  Ireland,  I  ordered 
him  to  ftand  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftairs  to  make  the 

fame 
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fame  declaration  as  from  me  to  our  other  domef- 
ticks.  I  had  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  Patrick,  and  all 
his  company,  were  informed  by  Jacin,  that  my  fifter- 
inlaw  was  with  me;  and  though  1  had  not  believed 
them  to  be  fully  informed  by  this  indifcreet  fellow, 
yet  I  could  not  imagine,  that  out  of  four  fcrvants  ia 
her  retinue  there  (hould  happen  not  be  one  in  wait- 
ing at  the  door,  and  who  had  not  been  feen  by 
his  mafter.  In  the  mean  time,  not  having  feen  Jacin 
appear,  and  obferving  that  the  count  and  my  brothers 
were  yet  inquiring  of  the  fervants  of  the  houfe  the 
way  to  my  chamber,  I  flattered  myfelf  that  I  fliould 
b^  able  to  get  out  of  this  labyrinth,  and  I  re- 
folved  in  accoUing  them  to  wait  for  their  explana- 
tions. 

After  fomc  warm  efFufions  of  a{Fe<flion  and  tender- 
nefs,  which  did  not  give  any  light  into  what  I 
wanted  to  know,  I  fhewed  them  into  a  chamber  at 
a  good  diftance  from  that  in  which  I  had  left  my 
filier-in-law,  and  went  in  with  them.  During  the  dif- 
order  of  our  firft  motions,  I  did  not  take  my  eyes 
ofiF  Patrick,  and  I  thought  I  faw  diftinguiOiable  in  his 
countenance  an  air  of  embarraflment  which  declared 
a  guilty  heart.  On  the  contrary,  the  tranquillity  that 
appeared  in  the  face  of  MademoifcUe  de  L  was 

a  token  that  (he  did  not  believe  herfcif  to  be  any 
longer  fo  unhappy,  and  I  looked  upon  thefe  two 
difpofitions  fo  different  as  the  efri:<5l  of  one  and  the 
fame  cawfe.  They  fat  down.  My  Lord  Tenermill 
took  up  the  difcourfc.  It  appeared  in  his  countenance 
that  he  had  a  ihoufund  things  to  inform  me  of, 
and  that  he  did  not  know  with  which  to  begin  firft. 
It  is  an  addition  to  our  joy,  faid  he,  at  length, 
to  fee  you  here  to  take  part  in  it.  There  is  not 
one  of  ns  who  has  not  a  contented  heart,  and 
delighted  to  have  you  a  witnefs  of  their  happincfs. 
Patrick  himfelf,  added  he,  looking  on  him  with  ai\ 
air  of  corrcfpondcncc  that  made  him  blulh,  will 
not  difciaim  me,  if  I  affurc  you  that  he  is  content 
with  his  hopes,  and  that  within  thefe  four  days  he 
has  had  room  to  be  thankful  for  his  foriuae.     But 

what 
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what  we  have  to  acquaint  you  with,  requires  to  he 
explained  with  lefs  obfcurity. 

After  much  uneafmefs  and  pining,  added  he  fmil- 
Jng,  my  fifter  is  upon  the  eve  of  obtaining  all  Ihe" 
delires.  The  Count  has  demoliihed  all  obftacles, 
that  made  us  a  long  time  fear  for  the  fucceffion  to 
des  Pelfes's  eftate.  He  has  gained  his  own  law-fuit. 
He  waits  for  the  conclufion  of  his  marriage  only  the 
expiration  of  a  very  (hort  time,  that  is  yet  due  to 
decency.  He  dies  with  impatience,  and,  1  believe, 
Kofe  is  not  a  whit  behind  with  him.  My  hap- 
pinefs,  continued  he,  is  this,  that  King  James 
hath  taken  favourable  fentiments  for  me.  His' 
recommendation  hath  obtained  me  an  Irifli  regi- 
ment, which  is  commanded  beyond  fea  with  the' 
firft  opportunity.  He  has  added  to  it  a  penflon 
of  twelve  thoufand  franks  from  his  own  treafury, 
and  his  goodnefa  makes  me  hope  that  this  fhall  not 
be  the  laft  of  his  favours.  What  makes  them  yet 
more  precious  is,  that  they  have  given  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  happily  employing  my  cares  to  procure  fa- 
tisfa<fiion  to  Piitrick.  You  are  not  ignorant  that  he' 
is  returned  into  France  loaded  with  all  manner  of 
grief.  A  forced  marriage,  an  odious  wife,  the  fear  of 
a  profecution  for  the  death  of  Linch,  and  an  invincible 
repugnance  to  return  into  Ireland,  altho'  he  (hould 
find  there  all  fuch  condefccnfioas  as  he  cannot  hope 
for,  and,  not  to  diflemble  the  particular  that  is  the 

moQ  honourable,  a  love  for  Mademoifelle  de  L   ■> 

which  will  ftand  proof  againll  all  forts  of  obftacles, 
and  is  welljuftlfied  by  the  merit  and  fentiments  of  her 
who  has  raifed  it ;  fo  many  reafons  have  made  me 
enter  into  his  troubles,  a.nd  obliged  me  to  fpare  no- 
pains  to  cafe  them.  I  have  imparted  all  his  misfor- 
tunes to  the  King.  This  prince,  who  was  uneafy  to 
hear  he  vi'as  married  in  Ireland,  and  efpecially  to 
the  daughter  of  Fincer,  whofe  name  you  muft  know 
rs  odious  at  St  Germain,  has  (hewn  a  great  defire  to 
relieve  him :  and  when  he  came  to  be  informed,  that 
after  a  marriage  of  fo  many  months,  he  has  not  yet 
had  the  leaft  confuinmatioa  with  his  wife,  he  was  the* 

fira. 
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firft  to  think,  that  a  knot  fo  ill  ti^d  might  eafily  be 
loofened.  I  greedily  laid  hold  of  this  overture.  A 
confultatinn  was  held  on  the  affair  four  days  ago  by 
the  bcft  advocates  in  Paris,  and  their  anfwer  is  fo  fa» 
vourable,  that  we  have  now  nothing  elfe  in  our 
thoughts  but  to  procure  informations  and  necefTary 
witneir.^s  from  Ireland,  to  profecute  the  matter  in 
form  of  law.  But  your  arrival,  added  TenermiJi, 
will  Ihorten  one  part  of  our  trouble  ;  for  we  cannot 
believe  that  you  will  make  any  difficulry  of  embark- 
ing in  fo  juft  a  projedl  j  and  although  Patrick's  mar- 
riage was  your  handy- work,  yet  you  muft  acknow- 
ledge, that  an  engagement  fo  unhappy  is  not  appro- 
ved by  Heaven,  and  cannot  be  too  foon  dilfolved. 

He  held  his  peace  to  hear  my  anfwer.  It  was, 
doubtlefs,  to  Heaven  I  was  indebted  for  the  power 
that  made  me  matter  the  commotions  of  my  heart, 
and  moderate  my  expreflions.  I  complimented  them 
in  few  words  upon  thofe  parts  of  their  profperity  that 
did  not  injure  any  rights  of  religion,  nor  natural  e- 
quity'j  and  looking  with  a  fteady  eye  on  Patrick, 
whofe  blufbes  betrayed  fome  embarraflmcnt,  I  de- 
manded of  him,  with  a  mournful  air,  and  in  a  melan- 
choly tone,  if  it  were  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart, 
that  he  gave  the  name  of  odious  to  ^n  amiable  wife, 
and  one  paflionately  fond  of  him  He  anfwered  mc 
without  hefitation,  that  he  neveronce  made  ufe  of  that 
cxprcflion,  and  that  his  brother  had  not  given  a  juft 
interpretation  to  his  fcntiments ;  but  that  was  not 
ignorant  alfo,  that  all  he  had  yet  felt  for  her  being 
matter  only  of  gratitude  and  efteem,  he,  from  the 
fird  moment,  looked  on  his  marriage  only  as  a  tor- 
ment ;  and,  bcfides,  he  was  confident,  that  during  his 
long  cohabitation  with  his  wife,  he  had  always  a- 
voided  even  to  touch  hef  hand.  I  know,  faid  I,  in- 
terrupting him,  that  you  have  treated  her  with  great 
coldncfs  ;  but  your  faults  cannot  change  her 
merit,  nor  diminifh  any  thing  from  her  rights.  It 
is  making  my  court  vory  ill  lo  you,  added  I,  turning 

my  eyes  to  Maderaoifclle  de  L ;  but   I  did  ac- 

JcDowIcdge,  MadcmoifelU:;  that  you  had   as  mucli 

virtue, 
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virtue,  as  wit  and  beauty ;  and  when  I  took  part  \n 
your  troubles,  I  did  not  imagine  you  would  already 
expofe  me  to  the  neceffity  of  changing  my  fenti- 
inents. 

My  view,  in  thus  diverting  the  queftion,  was  to 
pique  her  honour,  and  fearing  to  engage  myfelf  too 
far  with  my  brothers,  I  was  well-pleafed  to  take  an 
indireft  way  to  declare  freely  my  inclinations.  But 
Tenermill,  affedling  his  ordinary  fuperiority  over  what 
he  called  my  delicacy  and  fcruples,  got  up  with  an 
air  of  fufficiency,  and  anticipating  Mademoifelle  de 
L— — ,  who  appeared  under  fome  embarraffment  to 
make  me  an  anfwer  :  Truft  to  me,  Mademoifelle,  faid 
he,  and  do  not  fear :  I  promife  you,  that  before  two 
days,  he  will  do  us  the  favour  to  think  as  the  King 
does,  as  all  men  of  worth  at  Paris,  and  as  we  do. 
You  will  fee,  added  he  with  an  ironical  fneer,  that  in 
the  end  he  will  prefs  us  not  to  choofe  any  other  hand 
than  his  to  give  you  the  matrimonial  benedidlion  ;  or 
if  he  continues  to  perplex  us  with  his  little  obje<5lions, 
we  will  intreat  the  favour  of  him  to  go  and  bury  him- 
felf  alone  among  his  books.  Then  turning  towards 
me  with  a  fmiling  countenance,  he  repeated,  that  he 
was  delighted  with  my  return,  and  that,  if  I  would 
beheve  it,  we  Ihould  all  in  a  body  take  the  road  to 
Paris,  where  I  fhouid  be  witnefs  of  a  thoufand  things, 
that  would  flatter  the  love  with  which  I  was  filled 
for  my  family. 

Hold,  faid  I,  with  a  refolute  tone,  the  minute  he 
was  inviting  the  ladies  to  be  gone  ;  I  little  regard  any 
thing  you  have  faid,  that  does  not  injure  the  refpe<a 
you  owe  my  character  and  age.  But  be  you  fenfi- 
ble  to  motives  much  more  urgent.  And  not  hefita- 
ting  to  inform  them  that  my  fifter- in-law  was  in  a 
chamber  in  the  fame  inn,  I  am  curious  to  know,  faid 
I  to  Tenermill,  what  pretence  for  a  divorce  your  ima- 
gination can  be  capable  of  furnifhing  you  with  from 
a  woman,  who  joins  to  a  thoufand  natural  charms 
an  irreproachable  virtue,  and  fo  much  love  for  her 
hufband,  that  without  being  deterred  by  his  ingrati- 
tude and  iil-nature,  fhc  has  abandoned  her  country 

to 
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to  go  in  fearch  of  him  through  a  thoufand  dangers. 
It  will  be  a  new  cafe  for  the  judges  of  France*  to  find 
out  a  name  for  a  crime  that  proceeds  from  an  cxcefs 
of  goodnefs  and  tendernefs,  and  from  thence  to  draw 
a  pretence  of  difdain  and  difguft.  I  have  confidered, 
added  I,  that  by  managing  matters  with  a  little 
degree  of  prudence,  I  could  lead  you  ail  to  refolu- 
tions  honourable  and  viriuous,  and  I  (hould  have 
hugged  myfelf  in  having  concealed  your  arrival  here 
from  my  fifter  in  law,  wiih  the  hopes  at  leaft  of  dif- 
pofmg  you  to  receive  her  with  civility.  But  fince 
you  rejcdt  all  forts  of  compofitions,  it  is  your  bufinefs 
to  take  proper  cautions  before-hand  againft  her  juft 
complaints.  She  fliall  not  be  condemned  without 
being  heard  She  wants  neither  courage  nor  wit  to 
repel  an  injury.  Her  wealth  will  raife  her  protec- 
tors, if  (he  cannot  hope  for  them  from  the  juilice  of 
her  caufe  ;  and  I  will  not  diflemble  the  matter  with 
you,  that,  far  from  entering  into  your  fiily  proje(51s, 
I  will,  to  my  lad  breath,  take  part  with  her  misfor- 
tune and  virtue. 

The  embarraflrn^nt,  in  which  Ifaw  them,  for  fome 
moments,  exhibited  a  fpedacle  of  pleafure  to  my 
eyes.  This  was  a  very  innocent  revenge,  fince  the 
benefit  I  hoped  to  draw  from  it  was  only  to  infpire 
them  with  reafonable  fentiments.  They  appeared 
a  long  time  like  people  in  a  ftate  of  irrefolution. 
To  what  do  you  cxpofc  us  ?  faid  my  Lord  Tenermill 
roughly  ;  and  taking  the  Count  and  Patrick  afide, 
they  held  council  together  with  extreme  precautions, 
left  they  fhould  be  overheard.  I  laid  them  under  no 
rcftraint  ;  but  taking  advantage  of  this  interval,  I 
gave  fome  reproaches  to  Mademoifelle  dc  L —  for  the 
trouble  (he  was  about  fpreading  in  my  family.  Is 
this  you,  faid  I,  whofc  fweetncfs  of  temper  and 
▼  irtue  have  infpired  me  with  fo  much  cfteeni  ?  How 
can  you  forget  yourfelf  to  run  into  fuch  cxcefs  ? 
What  can  you  hope  for  ?  Have  you  thought,  that  by 
undermining  our  quiet,  you  expofc  your  reputation 
to  almoft  infallible  ruin  ?  for  the  (ucccfji  with  which 
IP?  brothers  flatter  themfclvcs  is  at  a  remote  diQance. 

I  will 
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I  will  fupport  the  intereft  of  my  fifter  in-law,  even 
to  my  grave.  It  is  a  falfe  fuggeftion  that  has  pro- 
cured opinions  favourable  to  your  views.  I  will 
prepare  matters  for  the  information  of  the  judges; 
I  will  open  the  eyes  of  all  France  upon  you.  She 
anfvvered  me  with  a  great  many  tears,  that  (he  did 
not  wifh  either  ruin  to  our  repofe,  or  mifchief  to  any 
perfon  in  the  world  ;  and  if  fhe  was  flattered  with 
fome  hopes,  it  was  after  my  Lord  Tenermill  had  af- 
fured  her  of  the  protedlion  of  the  King  and  the  fa- 
vour of  the  Judges.  Rofe,  who  interefled  herfelf 
much  in  her  behalf,  confirmed  his  anfvver  by  her  tef- 
timony.  She  added,  dextroufly  enough,  everything 
ihe  imagined  could  donduce  to  her  juftification.  But 
in  thofe  things  wherein  Ihe  feemed  to  declare  againft 
my  fi  iter -in -law,  (he  flood  fufpeded  by  me,  and  I 
fighed  bitterly,  when  I  refle<fled,  that  I  had  not  one 
perfon  in  the  world  in  whom  I  could  any  more  place 
a  confidence. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  brothers  returned  to  me ;  and 
Patrick,  who  was  pitched  upon  to  explain  their  opi- 
nions, prayed  me  to  continue,  as  I  had  happily  be- 
gun, to  conceal  from  his  wife,  that  he  had  come  fo 
near  her.  We  are  going  to  leave  you,  added  he,  call- 
ing dowm  his  eyes,  and  we  promife  to  fee  you  again 
in  Paris ;  but  you  muH  underftand,  that  under  the 
circumflances  we  now  are,  decency  will  not  give  us 
leave  to  fee  my  wife.  Do  you  take  care,  faid  he  far- 
ther, to  lodge  her  according  to  her  rank,  without  let- 
ting her  know  chat  you  have  feen  me,  or  that  you 
know  where  I  am.  I  will  explain  myfelf  further  to 
you  at  the  Count  de  S — 's  houfe,  where  you  may  find 
me  almoft  every  hour  of  the  day. 

Although  every  word  of  this  difcourfe,  and,  above 
all,  the  fear  of  injuring  decency  in  feeing  again  his 
wife,  was  capable  of  kindling  up  my  paflion  and- 
imagination,  yet  1  did  violence  to  all  my  fentiments ; 
and  conceiving,  that  in  reality  I  had  gained  fo  littla 
advantage  by  their  knowing  that  flie  was  with  me, 
■I  had  more  to  fear  tiian  to  nope  from  an  interview, 
that  could  not  be  "held  without  forae  dangerous  cx- 
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jjJanations,   I  was  willing  to  favour  their  departure 
upon  the  ipot       Befides,  if  I  had  any  hopes  remain- 
ing of   reclaiming   Patrick   to  his  duty,  this  could 
not  be  done  in  the  confufion  of  a  company  fo  nu- 
merous, if  1  was  defirous  of  embarking  them  in  this 
great  enterprize,  and  I  had  no  fear  of  miffing  the 
opportunity  of  feeing  him  again  in  Paris.    But  there 
arofe   in  my   mind  two  objections,  which  I  propofed 
to  him  with  great  gentlenefs.     One,    which  related 
to  the  difficulty  of  concealing  from  my  filler  in-law 
what  was  known  to   her   fervants  ;    and   I  related 
<o  him  the   precautions   I   had   httw  forced  to   ufe 
to  prevent  her  being  already  informed  of  his  arrival. 
In  the  fecond  place,  what  appearance  will  it  have 
to  lodge  her  in  a  ftrange  houfe,  when  we  are  all  in 
-Paris,  and  when   it   is   well  known  that   my   Lord 
Tenermill  and  Rofe  have  here  an  eftablifhment  ?  I 
had  tears   in  my  eyes,  and   bitternefs   in   my   heart 
in  reprefenting  to  them  this  lad  reflexion.     But  they 
feemed  to    be  embarrafled    only  with  the  firft.     It 
is  not  the  cuftom  of  Paris,  /aid  my  Lord  Tenermill 
to  me  dryly,  for  a   ftranger  to  lodge  with  his   re- 
iiations  or  friends.     As  to  the  other  difficulty,  added 
lie,  addrefling  himfelf  to  Patrick,  it  is  your  bufinefs 
Xo  confider,    whether  you   be    difpofcd   to  rifque  a. 
^ifir,  from    which   it   will   in   reality  be  difficult  to 
.cxcufe  yourfclf,  if  it  be  true,  that  you  have  been  {ten. 
They  began  again  to  deliberare  upon  fuch  a  prtffinaj 
embarrafl'ment,  and  the  concliifion  was,  that  undcc 
.e  terms  they   yet  were,  this  civility  was  indifptn- 
.  ')le.     But  Patrick  could  not  refolve  to  appear  alone 
before  her.     He  propofed  lo  the  Count  and  to  Ri-fe 
10  accompany  him,  whilll  Tenermill,  who  was   not 
known  to  any  of  our  fervants,   Ihould  continue  wicli 
Mademoifelle  de  L —  in  the  chamber  we  then  were 
in.    This  reloiution,  which  1  was  far  from  oppofing, 
made  them  tl'ink  of  fore  armii.g   themflves  againlh 
the  cmbarrafTment  upon  the  point   of  lodgings.     It 
was  agreed,  that  Patrick,  lor  faving  the   indecency 
iA  not  concerning   liimfcif  in  this  care,  fhculd   in- 
deed take  upon  him  to  fsarch  out  a  commodious 
Vol,  II.  F  lodging 
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lo<Jging  at  Paris,  and  in  the  mean  time  fliould  make 
life  of  this  pretext  for  Ihortning  his  vifit.  He  ftiould 
pretend  alfo  fome  remainder  of  fear,  that  yet 
might  happen  to  him  from  hisdrtl  duel,  and  which 
would  obiige  him  to  obferve  fome  meafures,  and  not 
permit  him  .to  aj^ear  io  public  as  to  lod^e  with 
his  wife. 

I  hearkened  with  compafiion  to  this  odious  con- 
trivance, and  I  even  admired,  that,  after  the  manner 
they  explained  it  to  me,  they  had  fo  little  fear  of 
making  me  a  witnefs  to  their  refolutions.  But  this 
thought  comforted  me  ;  tecaufe  it  feemed  yet  to 
ieave  me  fome  refource  in  the  gocdnefs  of  their  na- 
tures. It  was  a  comfort  to  obtain  fo  much  to  hin- 
der them  from  an  open  rupture,  under  circumftances 
that  might  perhaps  become  irreparable.  I  prefTed 
them  to  execute  what  they  had  agreed  upon.  We 
Jeft  Terermill  with  MademoiftUe  de  L ,  who  ap- 
peared to  a(ft  with  regret  a  part  fo  violent. 

This  unexpeded  vifit  of  Patrick,  and  the  fieafure 
which  my  filler' in-law,  without  doubt,  found  in  it, 
having  flattered  her,  that  it  was  his  impatience  had 
brought  her  huiband  thus  far  to  meet  her,  put  her 
^"or  iom.e  moments  into  the  moft  agreeable  fituatiofl 
Ihe  had  experienced  fmee  her  marriage.  She  ran  la 
^reat  precipitation  to  him,  with  a  kind  of  tranf- 
port,  and  in  the  excels  of  her  joy  could  fcarce  find 
cxprfffions  fuitable  to  her  ientiments.  Pie  feemed 
crabarraiTed  in  receiving  her  carefTes.  It  was  to  de- 
liver him  from  this  perplexity  that  he  prayed  her  to 
iit  down,  and  not  having  power  to  reiufe  placing  him- 
ielf  by  her,  he  had  the  ^rruelty  to  draw  back  his 
hand,  which  fhe  many  times  laid  hold  of.  If 
he  did  not  reproach  her  for  undertaking  the  jour- 
ney, he  was  fo  far  from  taking  notice  of  it  with  any 
acknowledgment,  that  afcribing  it  to  her  defire  of  fee* 
ing  Paris,  he  from  thence  took  occafion  all  at  once  to 
entertain  her  with  the  pleafurescf  that  town,  and  with 
the  care  he  was  going  to  take  to  procure  her  a 
lodging  in  the  moft  agreeable  quarter  of  it.  But  this 
ierved    lo    expofe  him    to   the   objections    I    had 

forefsec 
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forefeen.  She  anfvvered  him,  that  the  place  where  \\z 
lived  Ihould  always  be  the  only  one  to  pleale  her; 
and  that  not  having  left  Ireland  but  for  the  pleafure 
of  meeting  him,  Ihe  had  no  other  lodging  to  chool'i 
but  his.  It  v/as  h^re  he  -would  have  made  thofe  ex- 
cufes  that  he  had  before-hand  prepared  ;  but  (he 
appeared  fo  well  fatisfied  to  be  with  him  by  her  pjaia 
and  natural  anfwers,  that  he  would  have  fallen  into 
^he  laft  degree  of  perphxity,  if  Kc fe  had  not  taken 
,up  the  difcourfe  to  relieve  him.  Whether  it  was  that 
ihe  feared  to  fee  him  break  all  Torts  of  meafures,  or 
whether  (he  couid  not  defend  herfelf  from  ajuft  fen- 
timent  of  tendernefs  and  compafiion  for  an  amiable 
and  unfortunate  woman,  the  propofed  to  her  to  go 
to  Saifons,  where  (he  offered  to  wait  on  her,  during 
which  time  other  mealiires  might  be  taken  to  lodge 
her  more  commodioufly  at  Paris.  This  cfFer  had 
perhaps  a  greater  e(F.:ct  than  Rofe  could  have  promifed 
herfelf  fr(i»m  it,  in  giving  her  to  underftand,  that  it 
was  fnjm  a  want  of  conveniences  that  Patrick  had 
ilcclined  lodging  with  his  wife,  (lie  difpeifed  thole 
iuipicious,  that  had  already  tiiken  too  (Iror.g  a  polfef- 
fioa  of  the  mind  of  my  fi(ler«in-iaw ;  who  re- 
pairing by  this  mark  of  friendilup  the  air  of  col  J- 
Dcfs  and  conftraint  with  which  (he  had  hitherto  as  ic 
were  eifefted  to  keep^lencc,  (he  took  up  a  better  opi- 
nion of  the  welcome  reception  (lie  might  hops  fiom 
our  fainily. 

In  efTed,  the  change  I  obfervcd  in  her  countenance 
fnade  me  judge  that  (he  was  encouraged  by  thcie  two 
leflLclionf.  During  the  motions  (he  felt  in  her  mind 
at  the  figlit  of  Patrick,  (lie  had  given  little  atten- 
lion  to  the  fird  civilities  of  my  (Iftcr,  ar.d  not  huving 
till  now  had  any  acquaintance  with  her,  it  is  poi- 
fiblc  (he  might  not  know  who  (be  was.  But  not 
doubting  now  to  whom  (he  fpoke,  after  having  heard 
her  words,  (he  g(»t  up  to  load  her  with  carc(r<;> 
and  ilianks  for  her  offers.  I  was  attentive  to  a!l 
the  circutnftanccs  of  this  fight.  In  fine,  quickly  pe- 
netrating into  the  fervicc  Pwofe  had  done  us,  1  add- 
ed a  thcuiand  things,  which  laid  P.^trick  under  a 
P  2  ncccdjty 
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iieceffity  of  approving  them  ;  and  to  bind  clof#r 
this  new  knot,  I  prefented  the  Count  de  S— — 
to  my  fifter  in-law,  as  a  man  who  already  was 
one  of  us  by  his  engagements,  and  who  had  too  much 
merit  not  to  be  fenliblc  of  the  great  Ihare  of  it  (he  had 
-licrfelf.  He  could  not<iifpenfe  with  himfelf  from  fup. 
-porting  this  compliment  with  all  the  gallantries  that 
are  familiar  to  the  French  Thus  the  converfation, 
•being  animated  by  degrees,  and  taking  a  very  obliging 
and  tender  turn,  I  began  to  flatter  rayfelf  that  no- 
thing could  happen  to  trouble  appearances  fo  peace- 
able and  calm. 

I  was  labouring  to  confirm  them  by  every  thing 
I  could  imagine  moil  affable  and  amufing,  when  one 
of  the  fervants  of  my  fifter-in-law,  he  who  had  been 
fent  with  the  fecret  commiffion  to  Anglefey*s  houfc, 
came  into  the  chamber,  and  going  up  to  the  ear 
of  his  miflrefs,  whifpered  her  fomeihing,  which  Ihe 
feemed  to  iiften  to  with  much  emotion.  The  filence, 
v/hfch  this  incident  threw  us  into  ail  at  once,  gave 
time  to  Patrick,    (who  fat   near  enough   to  her,  and 

•whofe  inquietude  lor  Mademoifelle  de  L ».  made 

l)im  miftruftfomething)  to  overhear  the  greateft  part 
of  what  the  fervant  had  b  en  a  whifpering,  in  which 
that  young  lady  was  intereftcd.  I  faw  him  much 
moved  in  his  turn,  even  fo  far  as  to  get  up  with  a 
■very  brillc  motion,  and  leave  us  without  faying  a 
fmgle  word.  My  fifter-in-law,  alarmed  at  his  fo 
fudden  departure,  earneftly  prayed  him  not  to  go 
away  without  hearing  her.  He  ran  down  without 
giving  the  lealf  attention  to  what  (he  requeHed, 
Although  at  the  diilance  I  was  I  could  hear  nothing 
capable  of  giving  me  the  leaft  fufpicion,  yet  I  could 
not  doubt  but  he  v^^as  Ihocked  with  fomething  I  was 
ignorant  of;  and  obferving,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
conilernation  of  mv  firter  in-law,  which  gave  me 
room  to  fear  (he  would  faint  away,  I  corjured  Rofe 
a^d  the  Count  to  follow  the  weak  Patrick,  and  to 
prevent  any  thing  from  efcaping  bini  that  was  in- 
decent They  feemed  to  enter  freely  into  my  views.  I 
remained  alone  with  the  melancholy  companion  o^  my 

voyagff, 
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^oyage,  who  immediately  juftified  my  fears  by  fall- 
ing into  a  deep  fwoon.     She  continued   a  long  time 
i'h  this  condition,  and  I   haftened  to   affift  her  with 
ray  utmod  diligence.    While  I  was  bufied  about  her, 
and  that  for  avoiding  any  noife  to  be  made  of  the 
accident,   I  had  chofen  not  to  call  in  any  other  aid, 
but  that  of  the  lacquey,  who  had  been  the  caufe  of 
this  diforder.    I  heard  the  Count's  coach,  which  fsem- 
ed   to  drive    off  from  the    '\\\\\»      The  fufpicion   oF 
Ibme  new  mifchief  made  me  put  my  head  out  of  the" 
window.     I   faw  indeed  that  he  took  the  road  to" 
►Paris,  and  drove  at  a  great  rate. 

Into  what  an  excefs  of  trouble  did  I  not  fall  all" 
at  once  ?  Nothing  could  give  me  light  into  the 
bottom  of  fuch  a  cruel  adventure  ;  but  the  very 
obfcurity  of  it  was  a  torment  fo  painful  to  me, 
that  I  thought  myfelf  ready  to  fall  down  into  the 
melancholy  condition  in  which  I  juft  then  had  feeii 
my  fifter- in-law.  I  demanded  eclairciilments  in  vaia 
ffom  this  miferable  poor  lady,  who  was  come  into 
the  midil  of  us  to  fuck  in  nothing  but  poilbn  and 
death.  8he  appeared  trembling  wiih  fear  and  grief, 
but  refufed  abfolutcly  to  give  me  an  anfwer.  I 
ordered  the  fervant  to  go  down,  at  leaft  to  inforiti 
himfelf  exa(^ly  who  went  away  in  the  Count's  coach, 
and  defpairing  to  recover  my  fiiUr- in- law's  fpirits 
without  the  aid  of  her  women,  I  was  obliged  to  have 
them  called. 

Ncverthelefs,  in  af  little  time  (he  came  to  herfclf; 
Kut  her  eyes  opened  only  to  pour  out  a  torrent  of 
tears,  and  her  mouth  to  ilfnc  the  molt  bitter  coni* 
plaints.  She  alked  what  was  become  of  her  hufband. 
litr  fervant s,  who  were  gathered  about  her,  could 
ftot  conceal  from  her  that  he  was  gone.  They  had' 
been  witnelTcs  with  what  prccif)itaiion  he  went  down 
flairs,  and  having  obferved  him  with  fo  much  the 
ihOre  curiofity,  as  they  had  already  been  inforrncd 
cf  what  we  were  dcfirous  of  concealin*;,  they  had 
f'fen  him  deliberate  a  moment  with  his  companions,, 
ajad  then  get  as  it  were  by  (kalih  into  the  Count's 
cgacli  with  them.  My  ^"^r-in  law,  being  yet  more 
F  3  fti  uck- 
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ftruck  with  this  account,  redoubled  her  tears,  crying^ 
out  that  (he  was  a  loft  and  undone  womaa.  I  was  as 
much  ignorant  of  what  was  ca{>;ible  of  afHIdling  her 
to  this  excefs,  as  I  was  of  wliat  made  my  brothers  and 
fifter  take  a  refolution  fo  extraordinary.  1  prayed 
Jier  to  clear  up  the  matter  to  me.  Ah  t  faid  (he,  you 
do  not  know  that  lie  detefts  me,  and  that  he  has 
not  yet  had  for  me  the  leaft  fentiment  of  tender* 
nefs.  He  is  paffionately  in  love  with  another  wo- 
man. It  was  lefs  his  duel,  than  hia  longing  to  fol- 
low her,  that  made  him  come  over  to  France.  I 
knew  it  all,  and  I  have  had  the  po-ver  of  conceal- 
ing it  from  you.  But  why  (hould  he  infult  me  ?  con- 
tinued fhe,  why  join  this  outrage  to  his  treachery  ? 
Do  you  believe,  that  while  he  came  to  amufe  me  here 
by  a  faife  refemblance  of  complaifance  and  zeal,  he 
has  been  labouring  to  annul  our  marriage  ?  Have 
you  feen  a  woman  who  was  here  to  accompany  himf 
That  was  his  miftrefs ;  he  was  not  afhamed  to  bring 
her  with  him. 

She  moreover  ordered  her  people  to  tell  me  what 
they  had  learned  from  the  Count's  fervants.  Thefe 
wretches,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  are  as  little  ca- 
pable of  difcretion,  as  of  fidelity  and  honour,  had 
Jndeed  entertained  themfelves  with  the  affairs  of  their 
nra(kr£ ;  and  one  of  ours,  in  v;hom  my  fifter  in-law 
had  placed  a  confidence,  made  hade  to  give  her  an 
account  of  all  he  had  difcovered.  I  moreover  con- 
ceived, that  Patrick,  who  had  lent  an  ear  to  what 
he  whifpered,  had  not  power  longer  to  bear  the  pre- 
fence  of  a  woman,  whom  he  had  injured,  and  that 
getting  again  with  Tenermill  and  the  Count,  they 
had  concluded  together,  that  after  the  hints  (fee  had 
received,  he  had  ro  further  meafures  to  keep  with, 
her.  All  the  reflexions  that  occurred  to  my  mind 
not  bringinfT  any  aid  to  the  prefent  evil,  I  employ- 
ed all  my  tfForts  in  comforting  her.  Whatever  pre- 
cautions Patrick  had  taken  in  flying  away,  I  did  not 
fear  but  I  fhould  in  a  (hort  time  find  him  out  a- 
gain.  So  I  confidently  promifed  ray  filler-in-law,  that 
we  Ihculd  fee  him  again  in  lefs  than   twenty-four 

hours" 
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hours.  Repofe  yourfalf,  faid  I,  upon  my  honoiif 
and  zeal.  The  misfortune  with  which  you  think 
yourfelf  nienaced,  (liali  not  be  the  work  of  one 
day.  I  have  refources  that  1  will  not  yet  explain 
to  you.  If  the  hope  I  yet  have  to  reclaim  my 
brother  to  his  daty  Ihail  not  fucceed  upon  my  fir  ft 
trials,  I  engage  my  word  to  you,  that  thofe  I  have 
referved  for  the  lafi  extremity  Ihall  be  more  infal- 
lible. 

In  truth,  the  indignation  with  which  I  was  filled 
raifed  in  me  all  at  once  a  number  of  expedients, 
of  which  the  fuccefs  appeared  to  me  to  be  certain. 
But  the  prefent  difficulty  was  to  determine  upoa 
the  place  where  we  ought  to  alight  at  Paris,  Iii 
the  mean  time,  the  arrival  of  Jacin,  and  the  im- 
patience I  was  in  to  load  him  with  reproaches^ 
made  me  fufpeiid  this  deliberation.  I  went  brifkly 
to  meet  him,  as  well  to  follow  the  motions  witiv 
which  I  was  agitated,  as  to  conceal  from  my  fifter- 
in-law  this  new  fcene.  The  confufion  with  which. 
he  accorted  me  gave  me  room  to  judge  that  he  knew 
a  (hare  of  the  evil  he  had  caufed.  His  repentance 
not  being  afufficient  fatisfa(5tionj  I  received  him  with 
an  air  of  anger,  and  treated  him  with  the  moft 
harfh  expredlons.  I  own  my  fauk,  faid  he,  though 
you  will  find  me  excufeable  if  you  will  heark^  to 
me.  liut,  added  he,  before  I  tell  you  with  what 
fidelity  1  have  executed  y^Air  ord<?rs.  I  ought  to 
acquit  myfelf  of  a  comrnillion,  whicu  is  yet  more 
urgent.      He  continued  co  tell- mc,  that  he  had  met 

the  coach  of  tl»e  Count  Je  S ,  and  that  coming 

to  the  boot  of  it,  my  fift:r  had  ordered  him  pri- 
vately to  make  rhc  greateft  hafte  to  me,  and  to 
conjure  mc  from  her  not  to  chufe  any  other  lodg- 
ings for  my  fifter-in-law,  than  S.iifons.  She  pro- 
mifes  you,  added  he,  not  to  lofe  a  moment  in  being 
there.  I  looked  upon  the  care  he  took  to  begin 
wiih  a  declaration  To  agrecabie,  as  upon  a  very  dex- 
trojis  turn  to  appeafc  lae.  This  news  indeed  gave- 
me  fo  much  falisfaiJlion,  that  it  dilDpaicd  at  once 
my  reieatnacnt.  Having  prclfcd  him,  licycrthelcfs,  to 
f  4  fiiiUk^ 
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finifti,  he  told  me,  that  out  of  fear  to  depart  frora 
my  orders,  he  had  concealed  from  the  Count,  not 
only  the  arrival  of  my  fifter-in-law,  but  the  comi- 
miffion  I  had  given  him  to  find  out  my  brothers,. 
This  was  that  unhappy  excefs  of  precaurion  which, 
had  raifed  all  our 'rouble:  feeing  that  having  gone: 
to  Saifons,  where  he  had  hoped  to  find  them,  the 
Count,  to  whom  he  did  not  recommend  filence,  and 
who  might  much  fooner  find  them  out  than  he,  fince 
they  were  at  Paris,  and  in  his  neighbourhood,  had 
jmparted  to  them  immediately  ail  he  had  heard^ 
They  came  away  on  the  fpot  for  St  Denys ;  info- 
much  that  not  being  able  to  be  informed  but  at 
Saifons,  that  it  was  to  Paris  he  muH  return  to  look 
for  them,  he  had  the  vexation  to  fijid  them  gone 
■when  he  canie  there.  Thinking  properly  that  all  his 
diligence  to  get  before  them  would  be  ufeltfs,  he 
had  employed  his  time  in  getting  an  account  of  the 
lituation  of  their  affairs.  Fortune  was  propitious 
to  him,  he  faid,  but  he  trembled  to  tell  me  that 
my  brother  was  to  marry  Mademoif^lle  de  L 
That  fuch  a  ftrange  piece  of  news  making  him  im- 
mediately mount  his  horfe,  he  had  thought  it  would 
be  a  forrowful  interview  betweep  Patrick  and  my 
iifter  in-law;  and  what  he  had  learned,  added  he, 
from  the  fervants,  who  attended  the  Count's  coach, 
had  but  too  well  confirmed  his  conjeiSures. 

Without  making  any  anfwer  to  this  ftory,  I  made 
him  immediarciy  return  to  Saifons  to  prepare  there  all 
j^iecelfary  conveniencies.  This  account  gave  me  fome 
trouble  to  fee  our  affairs  too  w^ell  known  to  our  fer- 
vants, and  to  learn  from  thence  that  the  public  waa 
half  informed  of  them  ;  but  this  vexation  was  fo  ad- 
vantageoufly  compenfated  by  the  joy  1  felt  from  the 
attention  of  Rcfe,  that  I  haftened  to  my  fifter-in- 
law  to  confole  her  with  this  news.  I  could  fcarce 
conceive,  that  Rofe,  after  having  appeared  fo  affcded 
by  her  misfortunes,  could  refolve  to  abandon  her  all 
of  a  fudden,  and  I  had  reafon  to  imagine  that  ibe 
was  forced  to  it  by  Tenermill.  As  to  the  Count,  I 
v/as  Aire;  that  being  not  capable  of  takuig  any  other 

part 
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part  but  with  Rofe,  I  (liould  find  it  an  eafy  rafkto  make 
him  enter  into  our  views,  if  ihe  could  be  brought 
over  to  favour  them.    I  made  all  thefe  refledlons  to 
my  fifter-in  law,  and  exhorting  her  to  hope  for  every 
thing  from  the  protection  of  Heaven  ;  You  are  too 
much  dejeded,  faid  I,  coming  up  to  her,  and  you  ought 
at  another  time  not  to  put  your  truft  in  appearances. 
I  was  willing  to  arm  her  with  a  Httle  refolution  and 
courage  to  bring  her  to  aufwer  my  views.     I  know 
not,  added  I,  what  juft  reafons  you  have  to  com- 
plain; but  do  you  not  magnify  your  jealoufies  without 
foundation  ?  What  1   have  to  inform  you  is,  that  I 
will  wait  on  you  to  Saifons ;  and  Roie,  who  has  in- 
treated  me  to  condud  you  there,   would  not  have 
given  me  this  invitation  without  the  participation  of 
your  hu(band.     I  fucceeded  luckily  enough  by   this. 
method  to  make  her  moderate  her  tranfports,  which 
(he  herfelf  repented  of  having  difcovered  fo  clearly  to 
her  domefticks.     We    took   the   road    to    Paris,     I. 
took  care  during  our  journey  not  to  entertain  her 
with  any  thing  that  might  not  contribute  to  her  tran- 
quillity.    She  appeared  to  give  herfelf  up  to  my  rea- 
fons, and  as  I  had  not  rcquelled  her  more  than  at' 
Icaft  to  know  how  to  compofe  herfclf  outwardly,  I, 
fhould  have  been  contented  with  the  conditionin  which 
I  faw  her,.if  fhc  had  had  the  power  of  maintaining 
berfelf  *  in  it. 

But  in  croflTng  Paris  in  order  to  get  at  the  gate 
that  leads  to  Saifons,  an  unfortunate  chince  made  us 
drive  through  a  ftreet  very  much  crowded,  in  wliicli 
our  coach  was  (lopped  for  fome  moments  by  a  train 
of  a  great  number  of  others.  I  opened  our  boot  to 
inq'iirc  the  caiife  of  this  diforder.  About  twenty 
paces  from  us    I  perceived   at  the  window  of  a  very 

fair  houfe  Mademoifelle  de  L and  Patrick,  who 

were  entertaining  one  another  with  great  attention* 
My  fird  motion  was  to  Oiut  the  boot,  and  lie  clofe 
before  the  window  to  prevent  my  fiflcr  from  feeing 
this  fight ;  but  her  eyes  wt  re  too  ready  to  do  hv-r 
this  bad  r'ffice.  She  had  difcovered,  what  I  would 
faia  have  coaccaled;  as  foon  as  1  did,  and  her  im^. 
F  5,  ginatioi 
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gination  being  filled  with  all  the  terrors  that  love 
and  jealoufy  are  capable  of  infpiring,  {he  gave  a  loot's 
to  the  moll  bitter  fenfations  of  grief.  Her  agitations 
v/ere  io  violent,  that  in  any  other  place  I  fljoiild  have 
chofen  to  have  made  her  alight  to  take  care  of  her 
health.  But  the  fear  of  fome  fcene  yet  more  mlf- 
chievous  made  me  prefs  the  coachman  to  make  what 
ipeed  he  could  to  Salfons. 

The  dsfpalr  of  my  companion  having  increafcd 
during  the  remainder  of  our  journey,  fhe  found  her- 
felf  fo  ili  at  her  arrival,  that  (l.e  was  obliged  to  go 
to  bed.  I  eafi.^y  obferved,  that  fhe  was  in  a  more 
dangerous  condition  than  ihe  imagined  herfelf ;  and 
pierced  even  to  the  bottom  of  my  heart  at  the  mif- 
fortune  of  thi>s  amiable  woman,  I  belb'rred  myfelf 
with  the  moft  eager  hade  to  give  her  comfort.  8he 
perceived  my  zeal,  and  it  was  at  tliis  moment  thaC,, 
opening  her  heart  with  as  many  fighs  as  words,  (he 
voluntarily  rtlated  to  me  the  whole  hiftory  of  her- 
troubles.  Though  there  was  nothing  new  to  me  in; 
her  recital>  the  exGefs  of  her  afllidion  redoubled  my 
pity.  T  promif^d  her  moft  faithfully  to  make  ffoni' 
henceforth  my  deareli  tntsreft  hers,  and  even  ipo  come 
to  an  opsn  r.upture  with  her  huiband,  if  he  continuedi 
obQinate  in  fwerving  from  his  duty.  To  the  objec- 
tion that  iiie  raifed,  as  to  what  little  advantage  fhe 
could  hope  for  from  violence,  fmce  it  wotild  only 
ierve  lo  eitra.igv?  from  her  more  and  more  a  heart, 
which  never  had  for  her  the  leaft  fentiment  of  ten- 
dernef:;  1  anfwered,  that  fot.h  an  ingrate  did  not  de- 
ferve  to  have  any  meafures  obferved  with  him,  and 
that  fije  fhoidd  not:  fear  to  employ  Hgpur,  when  all 
the  efforts  of  love  and  goodiiefs  v.'ere  found  to  be 
of  no  ufe.  I  was  fuller  of  indignation  than  Oie,  and 
in  fome  moments  was  refulved  to  go  immedi^ateiy  lo 
^)C  Germain,  to  call  myfelf  at  the  King's  feet,  and 
folicit  his  ar.thority  in  favour  of  innocence,  againft 
the  iafi;  exccfs  of  cruelty.  T  had  given  orders  upon 
our  arrival  to  fjnd  haftily  for  a  phyfician.  The 
Piolfe  of  a  coach  in  ihe  court  made  mc  judge  that 
he  was  already  come.     But  hew  great  was  my  fur- 

prbe 
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prize  to  fee  coming  towards   me    R,ore  and  Made- 

moifeiie  de  L ,  who  were  already   at  the  foot  of 

the  ftairs. 

I  flopped  them.  How,  faid  I  'to  Mademoifelle 
de  L —  with  an  impulfe  of  indignation  that  I  could 
not  forbear,  dare  you  appear  in  a  place,  that  you 
have  filled  with  grieF  and  bitternefs  ?  What  do  you 
do  here?  Do  you  come  to  infuit  over  the  misfortunes 
you  have  caufed,  and  which  you  ought  to  reproach 
yourfelf  with  ?  My  filler,  embarraffed  by  fo  harlh  a 
compliment,  anfwered  me  in  Irifh,  that  1  did  vvrong- 
to  accufe  her  companion  without  hearing  her,  and 
preiTirig  me  to  go  into  the  next  room,  the  pray- 
ed me  to  be  feated,  and  to  hear  her.  Mademoi- 
felle  de  L  threw  herfelf  into  an  elbow  chair 

at  fome  diftauce  from  us.  I  obferved  that  her  eyes 
were  moiftned  with  tears,  and  that,  placing  her  elbow 
on  a  table,  fiie  hid  her  face  with  her  hand  to  weep 
more  freely. 

You  would  have  been  more  cautious  in  your  expreiu  - 
ons,  faid  my  ftller,  if  you  had  known  the  motives  that: 
brought  OS  here.  Mademoifelle  de  L — ,  upon  whom 
you  cart  all  the  evils  that  are  here  lamented,  is  come 
for  no  other  end  but  to  repair  them.  She  Jias  enter* 
ed  of  herfelf  into  the  reafons  that  ought  to  make  her 
abandon  her  hopzs,  and  rcjc(fling  all  the  cor.dcfccn- 
fjons  they  have  yet  made  to  her  to  give  them  fuc- 
cefs,  fhe  has  conceived,  that  decency  and  judice  fhould. 
impofe  on  her  other  laws.  \  afliLcd  Rofe,  if  the 
fpoke  ferio.ifiy.  Yes,  replied  fhe,  and  I  anfwer  yci!». 
that  I  Ihall  not  yet  learn  to  lie.  This  is  a  violcnct, 
that  Mademoif-lle  de  L—  has  the  courage  to  do  to 
her  inclinations.  Generofily  and  honour  havegai;;cd 
the  afcendant  over  love.  But  I  will  not  warrant  you. 
fo  boldly,  continued  (he,  that  the  mind  of  my  bro- 
ther will  be  fo  eafy  to  reclaim.  He  has  juft  fubjcds 
for  complaints  ;  a!id  if  his  wife  be  fo  palljonatcl/ 
fond  of  him,  as  Ihe  feemb  to  wifli  he  fhould  thinV, 
it  is  lUangc,  that  to  touch  his  heart,  Ihe  fhould  Iiave- 
employed  fuch  evil  ways  as  violence.  He  will  witli 
diBiculty  pardon  her  the  adventure  of  Dibick.  U 
F  6  •* 
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is  upon  this  foundation,  added  Rofe,  that  I  myfelf 
have  lent  my  hand  to  the  proje<^s  of  divorce  ;  and. 
T  muft  confefs  to  3^ou,  faid  ihe,  letting  her  voice  fall,, 
that  notwithftanding  all  the  compaffion  (he  infpired 
me  with  at  St  Denys,  1  fliould  not  have  changed  my 

opinion  all  at  once,  if  Madcmoifelle  de  L had 

not  been  induced  of  herfelf  to  facrifice  to  her  all  her 
inclinations. 

The    ftory    of  Patrick's   valet    de   chambre   was> 
too  glaring   in  my   eyes  not  to  make   me  recal   im- 
mediately the  judgment  this  boy  had  given  of  the. 
quarrel  of  his  mailer,  and  I  fliould  have  began  from 
that  moment  to  form  a  mor€  favourable  opinion  of 
iTiy   brother,  by   feeing,    that   the    extremities   into 
■which    he  was    defirous   of  coming  with  his    wife, 
had  at  Isaff  feme  colour  of  juftice  and  reafon.     As: 
it  was   eafy  for   me  to    ruin  this    pretence   by  ths 
united  teftimonies  of  Dilnick  and  my  filler- in -law>, 
Ifiiould  have  thought  the  peace  ready  to  be  renewed,, 
and  (hould  have  given  myfeifupall  at  once  to  this  hope,, 
if  I  had  not  been  flopped  by  other  difficulties,  ovei: 
which   my  filler   palTcd  too  (lightly.     After  fo  many 
proofs  of  a  pafiion  fo  lively  as   that  of  MademoifelU 

de  L ,   I  could  not  perfuade  myfelf,  that  in  one 

moment  (he  could  have  been  able  to  carry  away  over 
herfelf  fuch  a  certain  victory.  I  (hould  have  been 
willing  to  have  known  all  that  paffed  between  her  and 
Patrick  fince  their  departure  from  Ireland.  I  was 
curious  to  iearn  why  they  had  parted  fo  fuddenly 
from  St  Denys,  and  how  any  body  could  pretend  to 
reconcile  the  refolution  of  renouncirig  one  another 
with  thefe  figns  of  tranquillity  and  good  underftand- 
ing,  with  which  I  faw  them  entertain  e~ach  other  at 
the  window  an  hour  before.  In  fine,  if  it  were  true, 
that  the  difpofytion  in  Vv^hich  Mademoifelle  de  L — 
had  been  reprefented  to  me,  was  fmcere,  what  need 
Avas  there  for  her  coming  to  Saifons,  and  why  fhouid 
ihe  mix  herfelf  in  an  affair,  to  which  (he  ought  no 
longer  to  pretend  an  intereft  ? 

I  was   going  to  prefs  Rofe  upon  all  thefe  heads, 
"wh^n  they  brought  me  word  the.  phy fician  was  come. 

Thft 
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The   care    I   owed   to.  the   health  of  my   fifter-iar 
law,   made  me  wilh  to  hear  his  opinion  on  her  di" 
ftemper.     Rifmg  to  ^o  to  her  chamber,   I  was  afto 
nifhed  to  fee  that  Mademoifelle  de  L,—  and  Rofe^ 
were   preparing  to  follow  me.      No,  faid   I  to  my 
lifter,  in  the  condition  I  juft  now  left  that  lady,  for 
whom  I  cannot  have  too  great  confideration  and  re- 
fpecS,  it  would  not  be  pardonable  in  me  to  prefent  to 
her  the  caufe    of  all  her  grief.     Whatever  idea    L 
ought  to  have  of  the  defign  that  brought    Made* 
moifeile  de  L —  hither,   I  fhall  not  fufFer  her  to  ap- 
pear before  my  fifler  in-law.    As  to  you,  continued  I, 
addrelTmg  myfelf  yet  to   Rofe,  you   may  follow  me 
into  her  chamber ;  and  if  you  have  any  thing  agree- 
able to  tell  her,  1  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  be  more 
inftrumental  in  reftoring   her  health,    than  all  the 
medicines  of  the  phyfician.     I'perceived  the  chagrin- 
this  repulfe  gave  to  Mademoifelle   de  L — .     She  re* 
turned  melancholy  to  her  former  pofturc.     Rofe  em- 
braced her,  and  uled  fome  expreffions  of  friendfhip. 
to  her,  which  I  could  not  hear,  and  fhe  confented  to 
continue  alone  a  moment. 

Tlie  perplexity  of  the  phyfician,  and  his  equivocal 
jargon,  alarmed  me  in  earneft  for  my  filier-in  law. 
1  took  him  afide,  as  much  to  a/Ture  myfcU  of  her  fi* 
tuation,  as  to  leave  Rofe  at  liberty  to  comfort  her 
by  alfurances,  fo  much  the  lefs  fufpicious,  as  they 
could. not  appear  to  be  concerted.  The  phyfician  very 
iuj^'.enioufly  difputed,  that  her  dii'^empcr  did  not  pro* 
cecd  from  an  ordinary  caufc;  and  not  concealing  the 
danger  from  njc,  confcfTcd,  that  if  fome  means 
were  not  found  to  Aop  the  diforder  in  its  fource,  he 
could  little  hope  lor  any  good  effeds  from  the  help  of 
art.  We  reafoncd  a  loi.g  time  upon  the  fymptoms 
he  had  obferved,  while  my  filler  laboured  to  confolc 
her  by  exhortations  and  careffes.  But  far  from  re- 
ftoring  to  her  more  tranquillity,  fome  words  that 
efcaped  her  indilcrectly  upon  theprnjedl  of  the  divorce, 
of  which  flie  believed  her  well  inJormed,  augmented 
her  grief  and  trouble.  The  phyfician  coming  to  her 
bed -fide,  found  her  labouring  under  fuch  dreadful 

fymptogaij 
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Symptoms,  thac  I  thought  rerioufly  ofgiviig  Patrick 
notice  of  it.     I  went  down  with  this  defign,  hav- 
ing firfl  defired  my  fuler  privately  to  put  off  to   a 
more  favourable  moment  aa  explanation,  that  could 
not   make  io  great  an   imprefiion  on  her  from  any 
other  mouth  as  from  her  hu/band.     We  left  her  in. 
the  hands  of  her  woman,     Rofe  followed  me  to  re- 
join her  companion,  and  I  promifed  to  follow  her  a- 
moment  after,  to  dive  into  the  matter  that  (he  had 
only  began  to  explaiil  to  me.   But  a  great/liriek,  which 
ihe  caft  out  upon  putting  her  foot  into  the  room,, 
having  made  me  turn  immediately  to  the  fame  fide, 
1  faw  there  Mademoifelle  de  L — ftretched  out  with- 
out any  fign  of  life.     My  fright  was  equal   to  hers* 
Luckily  the  phyfician  was  v/ithin  call.  He  ufed  many- 
operations,  which  were  for  a  long  time  of  no  ufe, 
and  we  fufFered  above  half  an  hour^s  uneafinefs  before 
v.'e  began  to  have  any  hopes.    You  have  reafon  to  be 
under  apprehcnfions  from  your  fifter-in-lav/,  faid  the 
phyficiaa,but  I  have  no  better  opinion  of  this  young 
perfon,  and  1  am  millaken  if  fo  fudden  an  alteration 
will  not  reduce  her  foon  to  the  fame  extremity.     Her 
ordered  that  flie  (hould  be  immediately  put  to  bed,, 
and  that  every  thing  ihould  be  removed  that  might 
trouble  her  rtft,  which  was  abfolately  neceffary  for 
her. 

Altho'  the  forrowful  condition  in  v/hich  I  faw  Ma- 
demoifelle  de  L — did  notfafferme  to  hefitatein  giving 
her  all  forts  of  aQlllance,  yet  1  was  f;nfib!e  to  what  I 
{liould  expofe  myfelf  in  giving  her  a  bed  under  the 
fame  roof  with  that  of  my  fxfter-in-law.  Not  dif- 
penfmg  with  myfelf  from  fending  for  Patrick,  I  was 
plunged  again  into  the  fame  pit,  from  whence  I  had: 
juft  had  licpes  of  getting  out.  I  imparted  my  fears 
to  Rofe,  who  acknov/ledged  they  were  jnft.  Never- 
thelefs,  as  there  were  not  two  fides  of  the  quelfioa 
to  deliberate  upon,  1  mud  yield  to  necefTities  equal- 
ly urgent.  I  ordered  Mademoifelle  de  L  —  to  be 
placed  in  an  apartment  the  fartbeft  diftant  from  that 
of  my  fifter-in-law,  and  in  hafte  feat  to  my  brothers 
te  coiBfi  to  Saifons  without  lofs  of  a  mooient's  time. 
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Tn  reafoning  with  Rofe  upon  the  unexpedcd  ac- 
cident   of  her  companion,   I  learned   a   number  of 
circumllances,  that  difpoled  me  very   much  in   her 
favour.      Without  yet  engaging  herfelt  in  a  detail 
of  particulars,  that  I  v/ilhed  to  knoiv,  my  fifter  re- 
lated  to  me,    that  a   few  weeks    before,    my    Lord- 
Tenermill,  who  fought  to  favour  the  pafHon  of  my 
brother,  had  propoled  to  Mademoifeiie   de  L-— , 
10  accept  of  an  apartment  in  the  houfe  he  lived  in 
Tvith  Rofe    and    Patrick.     She    was   carrisd   by  in- 
clination  to    comply    with    this    requeft,    feeing    fhe 
paflk'd  moft  of  her  time  with  them  ;    but  a  delica- 
cy   of    honour    made     her    coiifider,    that    decency 
would    be    wounded    by    fuch    a   comph'ance  ;    and 
from  this  refiedioa    (he    came,   to  be   fo    rigoroufly 
circumfpctf^  over  herfcif,  that  fli?  conftantly  refufed 
to  receive  Patrick  alone  in  her  own  houfe.     I  made 
forae  objedions  to  this  account,  which  naturally  oc- 
curred to  me.     She  made  him  come  from,  one  end  of 
Ireland  to  the  other,  faid  L  to  my  fifter,  tn  pafs  near 
three  week?-,  with  him  fn  Angicfey's  houfe;  Ilie  return- 
ed into  France  in  the  fame  vcffel  j  ihe  has  received 
his  courifhip  continually;    (he  has  entered 'into  all 
his  projefts  formed  againfl  my  faterin-law  ;    and, 
without  doubt,  Ihe  has  adilied  therein  as  much  out 
of  her  own   proper  dcfires,  as  from  a  complaifance 
to  thoCe  of  her   lover.     Will  you  give  the   name  of 
decency  to  fo  free  a  conduct?  I'his  very  day,  add- 
ed 1,  have  1   not  fecn   them  both   at  the  fame  vC'in- 
dow,  under  a  lorgetlulncfs  of  thcmfclvcs,  which  per- 
haps cannot  be   afcribcd  to  any  thing  but  to   their 
being  intoxicated  with  love?  It  is  true,  they  adore  one 
annth  r,  replied  my  fiftcr,  and  the  misfortune  that  has 
divided  two  hearts,  which  I   think  made  for  one   a- 
noihcr,  is  one  of  thofc  ftrokcs  from   Heaven,  that 
v/c   mud  not  attempt  to  explain.     But  do   not   fuf- 
peft  them  of  any  thing  exceeding  the  bounds  of  in- 
nocence.    I  was  with  them,  when  you  faw  them  at 
the  window  ;  and  if  you  would  judge  of  the  whole 
from  the  fubjedl  ot  this  interview,  you  would  perhaps 
hate  a  better  opinion  of  their  priticiplcs.   They  were 

boUi 


1^6         TPie  Dean  o/Colekaine, 

both  under  a  confternation  at  the  unexpe<5led  arrival 
of  your  companion,  and  with  whatever  hopes  they, 
had  flattered  themfelves,  an  unfeafonable  moaicnr,  fo. 
little  expeded,  quite  triggered  their  refolations.  Ma- 
demoifeile  de  L —  apprehended,  that  even  the  reafons, 
tliat  were  fufficient  to  break  my  brother's  marriage,, 
would  yet  not  be  capable  of  juftitying  the  engage- 
ments he  would  fain  have  entered  into  with  her;. 
in  one  word,  that  the  moftjuft  complaints  would  pafs, 
for  fo  many  pretences  and  artifices,  whilft  one  fought 
to  fliake  off  an  uneafy  yock,  only  to  gratify  a  violent 
paflion.  The  alarms  of  honour,  the  fear  of  a  noife, 
that  might  rob  her  of  her  reputation,  and  perhaps, 
the  doubt  of  fuccefs,  dillurbed  her  fo  much  even  to 
make  her  keep  a  fullen  fi!ence,  which  caft  my  bro- 
ther into  mortal  inquietudes;  and  when  he  prefTed 
her  to  explain  herfelf,  Hie  did  not  open  her  mouth, 
only  to  demand  of  me  a  private  interview,  of  which 
fhe  made  even  a  difficulty  of  fuffering  him  to  be  a. 
witnefs.  Neverthelefs,  not  being  able  to  refift  his 
inftances,  fhe  protefted  to  me  in  his  prefence,  that 
notwithftaading  ail  the  force  of  her  pailion,  Ihe  wai 
refDlved  to  contradid  her  inclinations.  The  grief 
painted  in  her  eyes  made  me  judge,  that  experiencing  , 
already  a  ihare  of  the  torments,  to  which  {he  expo-> 
fed  herfelf,  fhe  would  be  capable  of  fupporiing  them 
with  conftancy,  feeing  {)a^  did  not  appear  to  b3 
terrified  by  them.  All  the  compaffion  I  felt  for 
Patrick  could  not  hinder  me  from  praifing  fo  noble 
an  effort.  He  feemed  as  much  dtjedted  at  this  fen- 
tence  as  if  it  were  that  of  his  death  ;  when  Ihe 
fpoke  of  going  away  immediately  in  order  to  fiy 
from  him,  his  fobs  would  have  ftopped  his  breath, 
if  George,  who  came  in,  and  before  whom  he  had 
not  the  power  of  containing  himfelf,  had  not  cal-med 
this  temp-ft  by  another  propnfal.     If»  faid  he  to  Ma^ 

demoifelle  de  L ,  you  abfolutely  quit  the  defign 

of  breaking  the  unfortunate  chains  of  my  brother, 
what  fhould  hinder  you  to  live  at  leaft  with  us,  and 
to  feek  your  confolation  in  a  fociety  full  of  charms  ? 
You  wiii  have  as  a  rtcompence  fop  your  lofs  tKe 

tsnder 
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tender  friendfliip  of  my  fider,  the  affe<5lion  of  thc- 
Count  de  S  and  mine,  the  company  of  a  man 

who  is  dear  to  you  ;  and,  doubtlefs,  the  efteem  of  a 
woman,  who  will  be  feelingly  fenfiblc  of  what  Ihe 
owes  you,  when  (be  knows  what  facritice  you  have 
made  to  her  honour  and  repole.  Dread  thofe  vio- 
lent refolutions,  continued  George,  liiey  may  expofe. 
you  to  bitter  repentance  ;  inftead  of  which,  with- 
out in  the  leaft  akering  your  principles,  or  perhaps 
your  featiments,  you  may  make  fure  to  yourfelf  oi  a 
thouland  pleafurcs,  which,  by  another  condu<5l,  you 
will  intallibiy  regret  the  lofs  of.  He  moreover  laid 
down  the  plan  of  a  commerce,  which  might  indeed 
become *a  fource  of  delights  for  all  our  family.  Ma- 
demoifelle  de  L— —  was,  to  live  with  me,  when  I 
fliould  be  married  to  the  Count.  Wt  flaould  be  all 
reconciled  to  our  fifter-in  law.  Patrick  Ihould  force 
himfelf  to  live  upon  good  terms  with  her  ;  he  has 
promifed,  that  himfelf,  wheii  he  law  it  was  the  only 
means  of  retaining  Mademoifelle  de  JL— —  with 
us.  In  tine,  it  is  upon  his  word  Madcmoilelle  and  I 
arc  now  come  here,  to  make  the  firll  overtures 
of  our  reconciliation,  and  although  the  troubles 
flie  is  in  now  may  make  in  her  lome  alteration,  yet 
I  know  fo  well  the  integrity  and  honour  of  lier 
heart,  that  1  can  be  anfwcrable  to  you  for  all  iicr 
thoughts. 

Rofe  looked  upon  me  with  a  contented  eye  after 
this  difcourfe  ;  and  knowing  her  fo  well  myfelf,  I 
did  not  doubt  but  (he  was  perfuaded  of  what  flie 
had  told  Hith  fo  much  confidence.  But  I  re- 
tained too  faithfully  in  my  memory  the  maxims  and 
difcourfes  of  George,  to  give  upmyfelf  with  as  much 
credulity,  as  (he  did,  to  hopes,  that  could  only 
fill  her  imagination.  Thefc  projc^s  of  living  in 
fociety,  with  which  fhc  was  fo  much  affedlcd,  were 
to  me  only  an  odious  mafk,  under  which  George 
thought  to  conceal  thofe  bafc  views,  which  he  had 
confcffrd  tome  v/ithoutblufhing.  Yourgoodncfs  blir.ds 
you,  laid  I,  to  Rofe,  you  do  not  diftruK  an  evil,  of  the 
nature  of  wiiicb  perhaps  yoa  are  ignorant.     Made- 
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naoifelle  de  L — ,  as  credalous  as  you,  fees  no  longer 
the  precipice,  down  which  (he  fufFers  herfelf  to  bs 
hurried.  Would  you  contribute  to  her  ruin  ?  No, 
but  it  is  he,  not  you,  has  fallen  upon  this  humour,  fo 
as  to  think,  that  all  your  meafares  ought  to  have  na 
other  end  O  !  that  I  could  believe  with  as  much  con- 
fidence, that  Patrick  is  not  more  guilty  than  you ! 

The  all:oni(hment  of  my  ftiler  perfuading  me  yet 
more,  that  Ihe  did  not  diferve  my  reproaches,  I 
concluded  by  explaining  to  her  the  fufpicions  that 
difturbed  me,  and  I  conjured  her  by  the  honour  of 
our  fiaiily,  as  much  as  by  her  own,  not  to  inter- 
meddle m  fo  ra(h  a  combination,  from  whsince  we 
could  expe<5t  nothing  but  criminal  and  fatal  con- 
fequences.  I  fhould  perhaps  have  vanqaillitd  her 
prepoircffions,  and  had  already  expl;iined  to  her  ho\r 
uncertain  (lie  was  In  as  to  me,  when  I  was  told  that 
P.itrick  was  come  with  George.  It  was  of  more  im- 
portance to  go  and  meet  them,  and  to  make  my- 
^If  fure  of  thilr  Intentions,  than  to  gain  over  the 
mind  of  Rofe.  1  made  hafte  to  join  them,  before- 
they  could  receive  the  leall  information  from  the 
fcrvants.  Patrick,  whom  I  embraced  fird,  appeared 
to  me  to  be  under  an  extraordinary  agitation.  \ 
afked  him,  what  it  v/as  that  was  capable  of  diforder- 
ing  him  to  fuch  a  pitch.  He  began  again  to  em-' 
brace  me,  and  the  motion,  with  which  he  accora- 
panied  this  carefs,  gave  me  ftill  a  better  idea  of  hls^ 
trouble, 

I  could  have  wlfhed  to  have  had  it  in  my  pow- 
er to  have  taken  him  afide,  to  have  avoided  upon 
the  whole  the  captious  reafonings  of  George,  froni'- 
which  I  fo-efaw  I  iliould  have  a  good  deal  of  trou- 
ble to  defend  myfelt.  But  their  eagernefs  feeming 
to  be  equal,  1  was  obliged  to  endure  fucceffively 
all  their  queftlons.  They  would  know  If  I  had  feen 
Rofe,  and  if  fhe  was  accompanied  by  Mademolfelle 
de  L — ;  what  they  had  faid  to  my  filier-in-Iaw;' 
in  what  manner  they  were  received  by  her  ;  in  fine, 
all  that  had  paffsd  in  a  vifit,  of  which  they  con- 
i^^i^  they  mortally  apprehended  the  fuccefs.     They 

had 
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had  left  them,  without  giving  them  any  notice  of 
their  defign,  and  what  appearance  foever  of  a  con- 
fent  Patrick  might  have  given  to  their  refolutions^ 
he  could  not  hear  without  a  piercing  alarm,  that  they 
had  followed  upon  our  heels. 

I  fet  afide  the  notions  of  Mademoifelie  de  L- 9 

by  an  anfwer  capable  of  roufing  all  the  attention  of 
Patrick.    Heaven,  faid  I,  has  brought  you  here  hap- 
pily, or  rather,  added  I  with  an  air   of  foftnefs,  I 
cannot  believe  you  capable  of  giving  the  name  of 
happinels  to  a  light   which  you   are  going  to  fee,, 
and  I  do  not  give  that  name  to  it  myfejf,  but  from* 
the  circumftances  of  your  arrival.     Tour  fpoufe'is- 
in  a  condition  that  makes  me  tremble  for  her  life» 
Come  and  confole  her  by  your  prefcnce.     If  you  are 
here   with   that  defign,    I  ftiall,   without  explaining 
myfelf,  render    to   you    my    cl!eem  and   friendlhip. 
But  if  aflFe<flion  and  duty  make  you  fcnfible  of  no- 
thing upon  this  occafion  for  a  wife,  to  whom  you  are 
bound  by  all  the  facred  ties  of  love  and  gratitude,  \ 
look  on  you  as  a  monftcr,  and  will  be  the  firft  to  de- 
left you.     Come,   dear  Patrick,  continued  I,   taking 
him   by  the  hand;  liften  one  moment  to  the  good- 
nefs    of  your  own  heart ;  think  that  there  can  be 
no  pleafures  without  honour  and  virtue  ;    and  fop 
once  make  an  ciTay  of  thofe  which  Heaven  has   put 
into  your  hands.     George  interrupted  me.      He  will 
fee  his  wife  freely,  laid  he  ;  and  if  you  knew  the  re- 
folution  he  has  taken,  you  will  have  no  further  occa- 
fion to  complain  of  his  intentions.    Ah  !  anfwcred  I, 
without  obferving   any  mcafures    wish   him,    every 
thinu:  that  comes  from  you  is  fufpicious  ;   and  when 
he   (hall  take  up  a  rcIKh  lor  his  duty,    1  will   not 
give  the  honour   of   it   to  your  advice.     'I'his   an- 
iwer  was  (becking;  but  far  from  being  offended  at 
it.  Gorge  received  it   with  a  fncer,  which  fcemed 
to  fignily,  that   he  thought  htmfelf  above  my   re- 
proaches. 

We  were  at  my  filler  in  law's  door,  Patrick  did 
not  refute  to  go  in.  He  uent  even  to  her  bcd-fide 
Y\iih  aa  air  of  fondaefs,  which  I  fbculd  have  lock^ 
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ed  upon  as  a  good  omen  in  lefs  tumultuous  con-- 
jundures  He  embraced  her,  and  his  firll  ejtpreffi. 
ons  were  at  Jeaft  teftimnnies  of  his  politenels.  She,, 
who  did  not  ftay  to  diftinguilh  between  lincerity 
and  appearances,  (he  who,  far  from  expeding  fo 
much  complaifance,  had  dreaded  fome  faral  decla- 
ration when  ihe  faw  him  appear  ;  Ihe,  in  fiiiC,  to  whom- 
every  thing  was  dear  and  precious  that  came  from 
a  huft.ind  fo  tenderly  beloved,  gave  herfeif  up  to- 
the  pleafure  of  finding  ilim  again  fuch  at  kali  as 
file  had  i^^xi  him  before  thofe  unhappy  proofs  of 
his  ingraiitude.  1  obkrved  the  eff-d  that  this- 
thought  produced  in  her,  and  willing  to  draw  from- 
a  dirpofiiion  fo  favourab  e  ail  the  advantages  that  I^ 
mighc  .ijpe  for  't\^£  recovery,  1  laid  hold  of  that- 
moment  to  venture  at  fome  explanations  that  Pa- 
trick could  not  difavow.  Without  naming  Mademoi- 

felie  de  L j  I  fpoke  of  the  firliincident  that  had'^ 

troubled  their  lepofe,  a^  of  a  known  evil,  of  which, 
the  imprudence  and  vivacity  of  Dilnick  was  only  to 
be  accufed.     I  attributed  their  mutual  pains  to  this^ 
m'lchievous    caufe  j    and    re--  uniting    all  the    hints. 
I  could  gather  upon  their  condud,  1  engaged  thenx 
to  confefs,  he,  that  he  (hould  never  have  been  brought 
to  thefe.  violent  refoiutions,   but  by    the  falfe  idea- 
he  hud   taken    of  his   wife's    fentimcnts  ;    fh«,   that 
excepting  this  error,  ^^  had  never  found  in  her  huf- 
band   any  thing   but  good   humour   and-  complai- 
fance in  the  very   midll  of  the  infirmities  and  lan- 
guors in  v\hich  he   had  lived  after  their  marriage,- 
I  added  thefe  lall  words  dexteroufly  to  prevent  o- 
ther  objedions.     Your  chagrins,  added   1,  are  then. 
fo  many  chimeras,  which  may  be  deflroyed  and  re- 
paired in  one  moment.     My  brother,  added  I,  ad- 
drefling  myfelf  to  her,  comes   here  to  promife  ycu 
all  the  fidelity  and  tendernefs  that  he  owes  to  his 
engagements,    and    I.  am   fore,  you    will    not    fuf- 
ped  his  good  faith  in  a  return  fo  free  and  volun- 
tary. 

Whether  it  were  that  the  force  of  circumftmces 
made  a  true  impreifion  oa  the  heart  of  Patrick,  or. 

whether- 
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whether  it  were  that  he  was  only  fenfible  to  the  fear 

-of  lofing  Mademoifelle  de  L ,  whofe  refoJutions, 

perhaps  more  ftrongly  prefented  themfelves  to  his 
imagination,  'but  he  feconded  my  difcourfe  with  fuch 
marks  of  fmcerity,  as  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  fuf- 
|)icious.  His  wife,  Tokened  even  to  the  bottom  of 
her  heart,  made  an  account  v^i  his  lead  complaifan- 
ces ;  and  this  facility  of  futTexing  herfelf  to  be  per- 
Aiaded,  proceeded  rather  without  doubt  from  the  ar- 
dour of  her  own  fentiments,  than  from  the  teftimony 
{he  received  of  the  fentiments  of  others.  But,  in  fine, 
I  fhould,  as  well  as  fhe,  have  relied  upon  the  difpo- 
fitions  of  Patrick,  if  I  had  not  apprehended  for  him 
another  trial,  that  I  had  no  hope  to  make  him  avoid. 
It  was  impofTible  to  difguife  from  him  the  vifit  and 

accident  of  Mademoifelle  de  L .  George,  who 

did  not  follow  us  into  the  chamber  of  my  fifter  in- 
law, was  already  informed  of  it.  What  a  fubjed  of 
Inquietude  in  the  midft  of  all  the  hopes  with  which  1 
began  to  flatter  royfelf !  I  imagined,  neverthelefs, 
that  if  he  had  any  thing  to  promife  Iiimfelf  from  the 
goodnefs  of  Heaven,  it  was  at  the  moment  when  the 
heart  of  my  brother  had  appeared  fenfible  to  its  da- 
ty.  1  (hould  not  leave  him  time  to  cool.  Inftead  of 
having'  recourfe  to  pretences,  of  which  the  fucc^fs 
was  uncertain,   I  refolved  to  condudl  him  upon  the 

fpot  to  the  chamber  of  Maderooifelle  de  L ,  and 

to  aid  them  both  with  new  folicitations,  to  enable 
them  to  carry  away  a  viflory  over  themfelves,  whicli 
^  thojight  far  advanced. 


a  o  0  K 
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BOOK         VIL 


TH  E  arrival  of  the  Count  de  S ,  who  fol- 
lowed clofe  after  my  brothers,  and  whom  I  met 
upon  quitting  my  fifler-in-Iaw's  apartment,  increafed 
the  confidence  I  already  had  in  the  refolutions  of 
Patrick,  I  fancied  that  the  fight  of  fo  many  witnef- 
fes  would  prove  a  ftay  to  his  weaknefs,  and,  as  it  were, 
a  caution  of  the  promifes  that  1  would  fain  draw  fo- 
lemniy  from  his  mouth.   Rofe  and  the  phyfician  had 

not  yet  left  Mademoifelle  de  L .     I  thought 

Tenermill  was  with  them  ;  and  I  engaged  the  Count 
to  accompany  us,  by  declaring  to  him  openly  what  I 
had  to  hope  from  the  virtue  of  Patrick. 

But  a  mournful  and  melancholy  beck,  by  which 
my  filler  feemed  to  forbid  our  entrance,  gave  me 
room  to  think,  that  the  fituation  of  Mademoifelle  de 

L. was  become  more  dangerous.     I  had  brought 

Patrick  and  the  Count  without  giving  them  any  pre- 
caution. Their  furprife,  as  much  as  the  impoffibility 
of  concealing  from  them  circumfiances  that  pro- 
claimed diemfelves,  obliged  me  to  inform  them  of  the 
almoft  fudden  accident  that  had  reduced  MademoL- 

ielle  de  L to  the  lafi  extremity.  Patrick  fcarce 

gave  me  time  to  finifh  the  account.  He  flipped  from 
me  with  fo  open  and  undifguifed  a  tranfport,  that  I 
thought  I  faw  in  it  the  ruin  of  all  my  hopes.  If  there 
remained  in  him  any  difcretion,  it  was  only  for  the 
repofe  of  a  perfon,  in  whofe  life  he  had  wrapped  up 
his  own,  and  whofe  condition  he  thought  even  worfe 
than  I  had  reprefented  it.  1  obferved  the  trembling 
air  with  which  he  accofted  his  lifter.  He  took  htr 
by  the  hands,  and,  without  hearing  him,  I  could  too 
eafily  judge  of  what  he  inquired  of  her  in  a  polbire 
the  moil  moving  and  moil  pafllonate  :  The  trouble  I 

fek 
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felt  from  it  hindered  me  from  going  in  after  him  ;  I 
remained  with  the  Count  at  the  door  of  the  apart- 
ment, under  an  extreme  impatience  to  fee  this  fcene 
ended. 

Rofe,  in  Bnifaing  the  accoimt  of  what  he  had  not 
the  power  to  hear  from  me,  faid  to  him,  apparently 
to  flatter  his  grief,  that  he  might  go  to  the  bed-fide 

of  Mademoifelle  de  L ,  and  judge  of  her  hea- 

vinefs  by  her  eyes,  provided  he  did  not  provoke 
her  to  fpeak.  The  phyfician  not  impofing  on  him 
any  other  law,  he  laid  hold  of  the  conceffion  at  the 
firft  word,  and  threw  himfelf  upon  his  knees,  near 
her.  How  well  did  1  learn  to  diftingui(h  in  one  mo- 
ment the  cares  and  ardours  of  love,  from  the  bare 
inclinations  of  duty  !  How  vaftly  different  did  I  now 
find  him  from  what  he  appeared  to  be  near  his  wifei 
The  hand  of  his  miflrefs  lay  on  the  fide  of  the  bed; 
he  feized  it,  notwithfianding  an  attempt  fhe  feemed 
to  make  to  draw  it  back.  He  glewed  on  it  his  lips, 
and  on  it  feemed  to  unite  all  the  powers  of  his  foul ; 
and  if  he  was  faithful  to  the  condition  impofed  on 
Jiim  of  not  fpeaking,  a  thoufand  fighs,  which  he  had 
'  no  thoughts  of  keepiiig  in,  taught  me  well  enough 
what  my  error  was,  when  I  judged  him  prepared 
to  vanquifh  his  pafTion,  or  at  leall  rcfolved  to  combat 
it  :  All  the  wcakncfs  and  dcjedledncfs  of  Mademoifelle 
tje  L  did  not  hinder  her  from  opening  her  eyes 

to  look  on  him  for  one  moment.  I  obfervcd  Ihc  fquee- 
zed  his  hand  ;  and  making  forae  efforts  to  fpeak,  Do 
not  afflict  yourfcif  too  much,  faid  fhe  to  him,  Return 
to  your  fpoufe,  and  live  happily  with  her;  but  never 
forget,  that  I  have  loved  you  fo  well  as  to  die  for 
grief,  becaufe  J  could  not  be  yours.  Here  the  com- 
plaints of  Patrick  burll  out  with  liis  tears  ;  they  would 
have  had  perhaps  other  cr)nfequcr.ccs,  if  the  phyficiaa 
had  not  abfolutely  commanded  him  to  retire,  com- 
plaining, at  the  fame  time,  how  badly  he  had  obfer- 
vcd his  promife. 

I  received  him  at  the  door,  where  I  yet  flood 
with  the  Count,  and  prcffmg  him  to  grant  me  a  few 
moments  coiivcrfutioni  J  retired  with  him  at  a  dif- 

tauce 
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tance  into  an  alley  in  the  garden.  He  AiiFered  him* 
.f«If  in  a  manner  to  be  dragged  along,  and  at  firft 
appeared  as  deaf  to  my  careiTes,  as  reproaches. 
But  conjuring  him  at  length  to  hear  me,  and  fixing 
my  eyes  on  him  ;  The  trouble  of  your  heart,  faid  I, 
■  is  already  fubjeded  to  your  reafoifj  1  forefee  we  (hail 
be  too  happy,  if  your  honour  can  efcape  the  fame 
danger.  Ne  verthelefs,  can  a  diforder  fo  dreadful  be 
the  work  of  one  hour  ?  I  have  latdy  f^en  you  take 
a  relifh  to  your  duty:  Do  not  deny  it;  my  eyes 
have  not  deceived  me:  The  misfortune  of  your  fpoufe 
hath  moved  you,  and  you  have  fmcere  thoughts  of 
rendering  what  you  owe  to  her  tears  and  virtue. 
Other  aflPedlions  have  hurried  you  away,  and  I  fee 
you  offering  them  up  a  facrifice  to  new  confidera- 
•tions,  whicn  are  not  -more  powerful  than  thofe  yoa 
hath  furmounted.  He  interrup!:eJ[  .ne,  and  I  muft  in- 
deed confefs,  tliat  an  air  of  fury,  which  diffufed  it- 
felf  all  of  a  fudden  over  his  face,  raifcd  in  me  a^ 
much  confternaiion  as  his  anfwer.  I  had  known 
him,  from  his  infancy,  for  the  moft  fweet-natured  and 
"tradable  of  all  men,  and  in  all  the  excefs  into  which 
his  paflion  had  hurried  him,  I  had  not  yet  been  a 
witnefs  of  any  thing  that  had  abloiutely  given  the  X\t, 
to  this  chara<5ler.  Even  in  the  midft  of  the  conUer- 
nation,  into  which  the  dangerous  ftate of Mademoifelle 

de  L had  ^.all  him,   I  thought  I  remarked  more 

of  commiferation  and  pity,  than  anger,  and  I  (hould 
rather  have  fufpc(5ted,  that  he  would  have  given  no  at- 
tention to  my  Ipeech,  than  that  he  would  have  me- 
ditated one,  the  end  of  which  was  only  to  revile  me. 
Keverthelefs,  with  more  padion  than  I  could  think 
him  capable  of,  he  upbraided  me  for  having  ruined 
-him  by  my  counfeis  ;  and  adding  to  this  reproach  the 
moll  odious  names,  he  fwore,  that  my  life  (hould 
anfwer  for  that  of  his  miitrefs.  To  frme  words, 
which  I  timoroufly  replied  for  my  juftification,  he 
continued  to  anfwer  by  a  torrent  of  abufive  lan- 
guage, and  his  laft  v/ords  were  a  terrible  adieu, 
by  which  he  lor  ever  renounced  to  fee  or  hear 
tne. 


The  Dean  of  Goleraine.       145 

He  took  his  way  to  the  houfe,  making  me  a  fign 
with  his  hand  to  have  a  care  how  I  followed  him  ; 
and  haidng  obferved  him  till  he  was  out  of  fight,  I 
did  not  doubt  but  he  was  gone  again  into  the  apart- 
ment of  Madcmoifelle  de  L . 

I  remained  immoveable.  Words  fo  harfh,  and  me- 
naces fo  furious,  coming  from  Tenermiil,  would  have 
caufed  me  but  little  allonilhment.  But  from  Pa- 
trick, from  the  mouth  of  fo  dear  and  loving  a  bro- 
ther, to  whom  the  relation  of  blood  had  attached 
me  lefs  than  elteem  and  friendihip,  I  thought  the  im- 
preflion  ot  them  was  more  itrong  than  my  patience, 
and,  in  the  firft  motions  of  my  grief,  I  was  capable  of 
nothing  but  falling  into  tears. 

In  the  mean  time,  an  interell,  much  more  grievous 
than  mine,  made  me  look  on  this  dtje(Sion  of  mind 
as  a  weaknefs.  I  did  not  flatter  myfelf,  that  I  could 
maintain  the  leaft  afcendent  over  minds,  that  had 
revolted  againft  my  tendernefs  and  cares;  but  I  took 
two  refolutions,  from  whence  I  thought  neither  fears 
nor  intrigues  Ihouldcver  be  capable  of  removing  me; 
the  one  was,  to  oppofe  myfelt  openly  againft  all  their 
entcrpril'es,  to  which  I  ought  to  be  attentive  after 
the  tranfports  ot  Patrick  ;  and  the  other,  to  devote 
mylelf  relolutely  to  the  interell  of  my  lifter  in-law, 
and  to  do  her  ail  the  fervces  I  owed  to  her  virtue.  I 
thought  of  nothing  but  going  ro  her,  ii. different  from 
henceforth  about  the  condud  of  Madcmoif;^lle  de 
X» — ,  except  for  the  confequenccs  of  her  fickncfs,  and 
CV'  n  indiifcrent  about  returning  to  my  former  zeal  for 
my  brothers  ;  for  that  I  imagined  their  ingratitude 
had  extinguilbed  in  my  heart  all  the  a£fe(5tions  of  na- 
ture. 

I  had  not  Icen  Tenermiil  fince  his  arrival.    He  was 

not  in   the  apartment    of  Madcmoifelle  de   L , 

whca  i  went  into  it  with  t'atrick,  and  \  had  no  thoughts 
of  inquiring  what  was  become  of  him  ;  bm  in  the 
way  to  my  fifter  in-law*s  chamber  I  learned,  that 
he  had  alkcd  pcnnifTi  «n  to  fee  her,  and  that  h.ivini 
pven  a  defire  to  talk  to  her  without  witnclTcs.  he  had 
fent  afidc  all  the  fervants  in  aitendaucc ;  His  viewf 
Voi.  II.  G  appeared 


146         I'he  Dean  q/"  Colerai  ne. 

appeared  to  me  fo  fufpicious,  that  I  was  ready  to  go 
in  boldly  and  interrupt  him.  But  not  thinking  him 
capable  of  infulting  a  woman  in  cold  blood,  who^ 
had  never  given  him  offence,  nor  of  failing  in  the  re- 
(pe(5ts  he  ov;ed  her  fex,  I  feared  that  my  prefence,  and 
the  reproaches  I  fhould  with  difficulty  refrain,  would 
ferve  only  to  inflame  his  natural  dilpofition,  and  I 
therefore  chofe  to  wait  till  he  thought  proper  to  come 
out  of  himfclf.  My  rcfohuion  was  only  to  know 
from  his  own  mouth,  what  new  concern  had  carried 
him  into  a  place,  to  which  he  with  difficulty  ought  to 
be  admitted,  I  waited  a  long  time ;  at  length  feeing 
him  appear,  I  accofted  him  with  fo  much  inquietude, 
that  I  could  not  but  fancy  he  muft  have  difcovered  a 
fhare  of  my  difturbance  in  my  countenance.  My 
diforder  ferved  only  to  augment  the  confidence  he 
■was  going  to  repofe  in  me.  He  prevented  me  with 
an  undifturbed  air,  by  aflurances,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  warmth  he  had  (l»ewn  in  the  fervice  of  Pa- 
trick, he  had  pitied  my  fifter-in  law,  and  that  it  was 
'with  joy  he  favv  their  reconciliation.  I  am  come  here, 
continued  he,  to  fignify  thefe  fentiments  to  my 
lady,  and  the  difccurfe  I  have  had  with  her  has 
vnly  ferved  to  aurrment  them.  He  added,  that  his 
brother  was' too  happy  in  being  the  hufband  of  fo 
amiable  a  woman,  and  that  he  would  find  him  out 
that  moment,  to  talk  in  the  fame  language  to 
him. 

This  unexpeded  change  diffipated  all  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  my  heart.  Tenermill  was  nmch  more  formi- 
dable to  me  than  Patrick,  wJio,  in  the  excefs  of  paf- 
fion,  to  which  he  had  been  jull  before  tranfported, 
I  already  thought  he  would  have  obferved  more  re- 
fpetft,  if  he  had  not  reckoned  always  to  have  his 
brother  in  his  intcreft.  With  the  haughtinefs  and 
falfe  maxims,  which  I  have  a  thoufand  times  de- 
fcribfd,  I  knew  Tenermill  had  an  integrity  fuperior 
to  artifice  and  difTimulation.  If  he  fhould  once  take 
part  with  my  fi[fer«in-law,  I  was  perfuadsd  he  would 
openly  declare  for  her,  and  that  would  be  to  van- 
^uiih  Patrick  by  taking  from  him  a  prop,  without 

<  which 
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which  he  could  never  have  power  to  fupport  him- 
feif.  In  thele  thoughts,  which  immediately  fpread  a 
calm  over  my  mind,  I  embraced  him  with  tears 
of  joy,  and  without  hefitation  added,  to  what  he 
faid,  every  thing  the  nioft  moving  for  the  advan- 
tage of  my  filler-in-iaviT,  that  my  memory  could 
furnifh  me  with  He  gave  his  approbation  to  every 
circumftance  I  had  oblerved.  I  gave  myfelf  up  to 
the  hopes  of  having  gained  him  over  entirely  ;  and 
not  thinking  of  any  thing  but  to  prepoflefs  him 
with  the  new  freaks  of  his  brother,  I  related  to  him 
C  what  hadj'ift  happened  between  us  in  the  garden, 
as  if  1  had  already  believed  him  as  ardent  and  as 
much  affedcd  as  myfelf  to  make  Patrick  return  to 
his  duty. 

He  hearkened  to  me  with  different  marks  of 
aftoniihmcnt.  I  thought  I  difcoveied  alfo  in  his 
eyes  an  air  of  deep  refl  <5lion,  that  did  not  diredtly 
relate  to  the  fubjedl  of  our  dilcourfe,  and  which 
took  po/T-fiion  of  him  much  more  than  all  the  cir- 
cumflances  I  had  related  to  him.  At  length,  coming 
as  it  were  to  himfell,  1  muft  confefs,  faid  he,  that 
the  love  of  my  broiher  for  Mademoifelle  dc  L — — . 
is  extreme  :  And  when  I  faw  him  yield  fo  readily 
to  our  pnjecfls  of  reconciliation,  I  had  a  diffidence 
in  the  fmceriry  of  his  heart.  My  lady  is  to  be 
pitied,  added  he,  after  a  moment's  confid.ration  ; 
I  can  fee  no  happy  omen  for  her  from  all  thefc 
changes ;  and  if  fhc  were  capable  of  opening  her 
eyes  -^—  He  interrupted  himfelf.  I  will  fee  my 
brother,  added  he  in  a  hear,  and  afk  him  what  he 
propofcs  by  lo  many  caprices  j  I  will  inform  you  of 
his  fituation  In  taking  his  leave,  he  prayed  me, 
if  I  went  in  to  my  filler  in-law,  to  aiTure  her,  that 
what  he  had  faid  to  her  was  exa^ly  conformable  to 
the  fentiments  of  his  heart,  and  which  he  was  dc« 
tcrmincd  Lo  make  good  bv  all  his  condu(5l. 

The  obfcurity  in  which  he   left  me  made  me  go 
into   her  apartment  with  great   impatience.      I   im- 
mediately found  that  (he  was  herfclt  much  f.iti!>ficd 
with  Ws  viiit  and  difcourfc.     There  appeared  on 
G  %  her 
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her  an  air  of  joy,  which  produced  almoft  as  great 
an  efFeft  towards  the  recovering  of  her  ftrength,  as 
what  ihe  had  obtained  from  feeiig  again  her  huf- 
band.  She  did  not  wait  to  hear  the  fatisfadion  I 
(hould  have  ftiewn  at  this  alteration.  Her  firft  words 
were  made  up  of  acknowledgments  for  my  pains, 
to  which  ihe  afcribed  the  happy  change  in  her  for- 
tune; and  I  faw  how  eafy  it  was  to  flatter  a  tender 
heart  by  the  returns  of  the  moft  ordinary  Jjopes. 
I  took  care  not  to  undeceive  her.  But  taking  -oc- 
cafion  to  handle  every  thing  that  might  confirm  the 
opinion  Tenermill  had  given  me  of  this  change, 
I  began  anew  to  promife  myfclf,  that  the  frensr.y 
of  Patrick  would  be  extinguiflied  as  eafily  as  it  had 
been  kindled,  or  at  leafl:  would  fooner  or  later  give 
way  to  the  re-united  efforts  of  all  his  family.  It 
would  not  coft  me  much  trouble  to  bring  back  Rofe, 

and  the  aflldance  of  the  Count  de  S was  no  lefs 

certain.  Ungrateful,  fickle  brother  you  are  to  us, 
I  was  ready  to  exclaim  ;  we  will  in  fpite  of  you  re- 
Aore  you  both  to  virtue,  for  which  you  are  better 
formed  than  you  think  yourfelf,  and  to  love,  which 
has  more  happinefs  in  itore  for  you  than  you  dare 
expert. 

It  remained,  neverthelefs,  for  me  to  difcover,  what 
had  brought  about  fo  happy  a  change  in  the  no- 
tions of  Tenermill.  I  mentioned  nothing  of  it  be- 
fore ray  fiiler-in  law  ;  it  was  not  feafonable  to  ob- 
ferve  to  her,  that  the  caufe  of  h.er  joy  had  filled  me 
with  fome  furprize.  But  having  met  the  Count  de 
S— -  a  whom  I  thought  from  henceforth  more  wor- 
thy of  my  confidence  than  ray  brothers,  I  made  no 
difficulty  of  talking  to  him  with  an  opennefs,  which 
the  circumftances  of  affairs  had  not  permitted  me 
to  do  fince  my  return.  He  knew  as  little  as  I  did 
of  the  fentiments  of  Tenermill,  but  thinking  it  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  anfwer  my  friendfhip  by  an  e- 
qual  fincerity,  he  confcfTed,  that  what  he  had  juft 
heard  gave  him  room  to  believe  the  reconciliati- 
on  of  Patrick  lefs  fmcere,  and  confequently  at  a 
jjreatcr  djftaace  than  ever.     After  he  had  kft  the 

garden, 
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garden,    he   returned    to  the    apartment  of  Made- 

moirelle  de  L ,  and  abandoning  himfelf  to  all  the 

iranlports  he  had  held  back  in  my  prefence,  he 
Iwore,  that  not  only  his  death  fhould  be  the  infallible 
confequence  of  hers,  bst  that  if  Ihe  could  place  con- 
fidence enough  in  his  afi:e<^ion  to  wilh  to  live  in 
favour  of  a- lover  fo  tender  and  faithful,  he  would 
not  breathe  but  to  be  hers,  by  breaking  through  all 
obftacles  that  could  ftand  in  his  way.  He  fpoke  of 
his  divorce,  as  of  a  refolution  firm  and  immove» 
able  as  his  love,  and  of  his  wife,  as  of  a  fatal 
burthen,  from  which  he  would  deliver  himfelf  at  all 
forts  of  hazard.  All  the  virtue  my  fifter  had  af- 
cribed  to  Mademoifeile  de  L—  was  not  proof  a- 
gainft  theie  proteftationsj  and  the  accident,  that  had 
put  her  life  in  danger,  began  to  diffipate  itfelf  fo 
happily,  that  it  was  eafy  to  perceive  fhe  had  no  o- 
ther  malady  than  a  defpair  for  her  love,  and  had 
need  of  no  other  remedy  than  the  carefles  of  her 
lover. 

Supported,  as  I  jufl  before  had  been,  by  hope! 
from  the  affiHance  of  Tenermlll,  1  was  alarmed  fa 
little  at  the  Count's  relation,  that,  in  the  confidence 
with  which  my  heart  was  filled,  I  began  to  take  on 
roe  the  defence  of  the  weak  Patrick.  I  apprehend, 
faid  I  to  the  Count,  that  at  the  fight  of  what  he 
loved,  and  trembling  at  the  danger  1  rcprefented  to 
him  myfelf  with  too  tew  precautions,  he  might  have 
been  deficient  in  point  of  moderation.  Love  ib  an  uii- 
happy  paffion,  witii  which  you  have  all  Ihcwn  me  that 
you  have  been  ac(|uaintcd  in  its  iuil  extent.  But 
far  irotn  taking  up  fuch  a  crofs  opinion  of  what 
may  happen,    I  rejoice,    added   1,    that  the  chmge 

in  the  difordcr  of   Mademoifeile  de  L gives  us 

better  hopes  of  her  recovery  ;  which  when  ever 
it  happens,  fhe  cannot  but  be  immediately  fcnfible, 
that  decency  will  oblige  her  to  return  to  Paris  ; 
and  we  cannot  want  the  means  of  reminding  her 
of  it,  fhould  Ihe  feein  to  lor;Tct  it,     Patrick,    then 

f|iven  up  to  our  advice  and  iuflanccs,  will  make  but 
ittle  refinance,  when  he  is  feparalcd  fruin  her,  and 
G  3  fec» 
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fees  all  his  family  re-united  to  oppofe  him.  The 
qaeftion  only  is  to  flatter  him  with  addrefs,  and 
to  avoid  for  lome  days  every  thing  that  may  hurry 
him  into  violent  refolutions.  The  Count  approved 
my  thoughts,  but;  feemed  to  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  I 
promifed  myfelf  from  them. 

I  haftened  to  communicate  thefe  confiderations  to 
Rofe,  and  liaving  brought  her  into  my  defigns,  I 
reqaefted,  that  during  the  term  neceffary  for  Made- 
fnoiieJie  de  L —  to  recover  her  health,  fhe  {houJd 
takvj  care  never  to  let  her  brother  have  the  liber- - 
ty  of  bt'ing  aione  with  her.  Whatever  opinion  I 
was  willing  to  entertain  of  their  virtue,  I  could 
fcarce  perfuade  myfelf,  that  with  fo  much  love,  and 
the  opportunity  of  feeing  each  other  without  diffi- 
culty, they  (hould  conliantly  remember  within  what 
bounds  they  v/cre  obliged  to  contain  themfelves,  and 
I  tnought  that  the  greatefl  of  their  difafters  would 
then  be  to  forget  one  anotlier. 

The  condudl  1  propoled  to  obferve  was,  to  fhut 
myfeif  up  in  my  chamber,  and  to  live  there  with 
iicde  correTpondence  srom  abroad,  waiting  till  the 
clouds  came  to  difperfe,  and  the  darknefs  clear  up. 
The  phyfician*  who  loon  perceived  the  adyaotageous 
ch'.i  ge  in  both  hi&  patients,  altered  his  ftory  upon 
the  lahjcift  of  his  firfl  fears,  and  fpoke  to  me  no 
iTiOre  of  them  bu  in  a  tone  proper  abfolutely  to 
rtmove  al'  mine,  isut  there  A'as  one  apprehenfion  re- 
maining that  might  pofiibiy  revive  all  my  fears. 
The  comiorc  of  my  fifier  in  law  feemiag  to  reft 
enciriiy  on  th^  compiaifaiiCe  of  her  hufband,  I  ap- 
prehended, that  ine  would  not  fuddeniy  reltlh  the  pri- 
va!:ion  of  fo  powerful  a  re  iiedy.  I  could  not  hope 
for  that  in  a  conjciflfre,  wherein  the  mofl  hap- 
pincls  i  had  to  ex»ji:61:  for  her  was  to  diffcmble  the 
new  outrages  committed  again  (I  by  her  ingrate.  But 
Tenermil),  to  whom  1  opened  my  alarms,  by  affecting 
to  coniLii:  him,  as  if  I  had  thou,^ht  him  abfolutely 
\\  tue  interdb  of  my  filier-in-law,  undertook  volun- 
tarily to  fupply  by  ;^is  pains  the  duties  of  his  bro- 
ther, and  even  to  coiour  his  abfeace  under  fome  pre- 
tence, 
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tence,  that  would  carry  no  fufpicion  of  his  wans 
of  love.  Experience  only  miift  teach  me  whaC 
foundation  I  might  lay  upon  this  promife,  and  I 
thought  moreover  to  negledt  nothing  on  my  fide  to 
fecond  his  zeal. 

Two  days  paifed  over,  in  which  I  found  nothing 
that  did  not  fquare  with  my  hopes.  It  is  true,  Pa- 
trick fcarce  fcparated  himielf  a  moment  from  Ma- 
demoijelie  (\i  L — ,  and  abufmg  the  liberty,  in  which 
he  himfcJf  perhaps  was  furprizcd  to  find  himfelf,  un- 
der my  eyes,  and  in  fome  fort  under  the  eyes  of 
his  wife,  he  feemed  to  forget  that  he  had  other  in- 
terefts  than  thofe  of  his  love,  or  other  cares  on  his 
hands  than  to  confoie  and  ferve  his  miilrefs.  In 
lamenting  this  excefs  of  blindnefs,  I  quickened  my- 
ielf  to  patience,  by  the  hopes  of  being  forthwith 
releafed  from  a  fcene  fo  odious,  and  even  to  make 
it  help  in  forwarding  my  defign,  by  taking  occa- 
fion  from  a  I'lraying  of  this  nature  to  make  my 
weak  brother  fenHble  of  all  the  (hame  of  his  con- 
dudt.      Kofe,   who    was  faithful    in  not    l-jfing  fight 

of  theni.  and  the  C  )nnt  de  S ,  whom  the  plea- 

fure  of  being  with  iicr  fi^sde  no  lefs  afliduous  about 
thera,  conftanily  afTurcd  mc,  that  prudence  ajid  ho- 
nour regulated  all  their  dii'courfe,  and  even  their 
carclfes  and  familiarity.  Charmed  to  fee  themfelvei 
without  rcftraint,  and  able  to  repeat  every  moment^ 
that  they  would  live  for  one  another,  it  feemed, 
faid  my  filler,  that  they  had  no  furth-rr  aim  or 
intention  in  their  delircs.  Site  compared  them  to 
two  tender  and  iiin<  cent  children,  who  found  a 
pleafurc  and  fwcetncJs  in  fcei.ig  one  another,  witnout 
inquiring  wJiy  they  were  picaled,  and  without  pre- 
tending to  any  thing  more  than  the  fatisfa^ion  of  a 
mutual  love.  You  yourlelf,  laid  Ibe,  you  would  be 
char.ned  to  fee  {o  much  love  mixtd  with  fo  great  lim- 
piiciry  and  innoce  cc. 

I   had    iio  dilficuLy    in   fancying   how  this    fight 

miglu  app?ar  fo   pl.'afiirable  in   tne   eyes  of    Roic, 

and  I    Ih  ^uld  have   been  more   alarmed  at   it,  if  the 

condition  of  MadcmoifelL*   dc  L—  had  not  been 

G  4.  apt 


If  2       The  Dean  e?/ Coleraine. 

apt  to  remove  my  fears.  All  my  apprehenfions  then 
turned  on  the  fide  of  my  fifter-in-law,  on  whom 
I  forefaw  it  would  be  difficult  to  impofe  long.  What 
pretence  could  there  be  to  excufe  the  abfencc  of  her 
hujfband  under  fuch  circumftiinces,  wherein  nothing 
could  difpenfe  with  froai  being  about  her?  And  if 
he  was  not  capable  of  feeing  her,  at  kaft  from  a  prin- 
ciple of  compiaifance,  what  means  could  there  be  to 
iupport  her  in  the  notions  of  a  reconciliation  with 
which  we  had  infpired  her  ?  This  refledion  raifed 
in  me  fo  much  timoroufuefs  and  enibarraifment,  that 
I  fcarce  had  the  courage  to  appear  in  her  apart- 
ment; and  knowing  that  Tenermiil  continued  to  viAt 
her  affiduoufl)^,  I  began  to  repole  on  him  the  con- 
ciliation of  lo  great  interefts.  I  afFe<Scd  even  to  keep 
my  chamber  for  fome  days,  under  the  pretence  of  a 
flight  indifpofition,  and  I  confined  myfclf  to  an  in- 
i^airy  only  into  what  pafled  about  me. 

At  length  even  reft  and  repofe,  in  which  they 
feemed  to  be  lulled  on  every  fide,  became  as  much 
fufpedled  by  me  as  the  troubles  of  which  1  appre- 
hended the  etFcds,,  Whilft  my  tendernefs  and  zeal 
held  me  under  a  mortal  inquietude,  I  faw  myfelf 
uegledsd,  and  neither  my  fifter-in-law,  who  had 
fo  much  intereft  in  preferving  my  afFedions,  nor 
Tenermill,  who  could  not  be  ii^norant  of  my  indif- 
pofilion,  exprefled  by  any  mark  of  attention  that 
they  took  the  ieaft  Ihare  about  my  diforder.  Rofe 
and  the  Count  were  the  only  perfons,  from  whom 
I  received  a  vifit;  but  in  apprizing  me,  that  they  did 
not  remark  any  change  in  the  conduct  of  Patrick, 
nor  much    more    in  the   fitaacion  of   Mademoifelle 

de  L -^ —  to  permit  her  to  return  to  Paris;  they 

confcfTed  that  they  had  been  ill  informed  of  the  cir- 
cumiiances  of  my  li[ter-in-law*s  condition.  Tenermill, 
whofe  difpofitions  they  themfelves  acknowledged  were 
much  ciianged,  had  defired  them  to  confine  their  cares 
to  Patrick  and  his  millrefs  ;  and  told  them,  he  had 
referved  to  himldfthe  condud  of  heuling  the  dif- 
quiet,  and  minding  the  health  of  my  filter  in-law. 
Whether  he   deceived  her  by  chimeras,   or  whether 

his 
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his  addrefs  furpafred  mine,  he  had  found  out  the 
effectual  method  ot  calming  her  mind,  or  at  lealt 
moderating  thofe  troubles  that  had  impaired  her 
health.  He  was  almoft  without  intermiffion  abouc 
her  ;  and  during  the  interval  of  his  vlfits,  Ihe  called 
for  nobody  but  her  br^)ther,  with  whom  Ihe  had  oftea 
very  long  converfations. 

Although  the  bias  of  my  heart  induced  me  always 
^o  judge  favourably  of  appearances,  yet  1  now  took 
upon  me  to  penetrate  in  Ibme  fort  into  this  obfcuri- 
ty,  to  "find  in  it,  or  to  fpread    over  it   fome  light* 
Tenermjll,  to  whom  I  immediately  addreifed  myfelf, 
feemed    to    receive    my   vifit    with  fome  embarraff- 
ment.   He  made  excufes  for  having  pafTed  an  eatire 
week  without  feeing  me;     and  calling  his    negleA 
upon  the  continual  affiduity  he  thought   himfelt  ob- 
liged   to   have    about    my    lady,    he    proceeded    all 
at  once    to  relate  to    me  the  fuccefs  of   his    pains. 
'  He  told    me,  that  the    averfion    of   Patrick    was    a 
caprice  he  could  not  comprehend  ;  and  fome  days  o£ 
acquaintance  having  difcovered  to  him  ail  the  merit 
of  our  unfortunate  fiftcr  in  law,  he  had  found  fuch 
ftrong  reafons  to  efteem  her,  that  he  would  at  all 
forts  of  hazards  procure  her  a  more  happy  lot^     He 
had  began'  by  diflipatiig  a  little  the  trouble  of  her 
imagination,  in  remarkmg    from  what  prtpulfcillon 
it    proceeded,    and    what    zeal    he    would   hereafter 
have  for  her  fervicc.     She  had  been  fo  fcnhble  to 
the   joy  of  Seeing   him  enter  into  her  intertiis,  that 
he  eafily  difpolcd  her  to  relifh    the  pretences    witlv 
which  he  had  coloured  the  abfJsnce  of  her  hufband  ; 
and  from  that  lime  to  this  had   contii.ucd  herein, 
the  fame  calm,  by  aifuring  her  that  he  Ihould  em- 
ploy himl'elf  in   nothing    but    to    procure  her  hap- 
pinefs,     which  he    durlt  anfwcr   he    would  eflabliftv 
after  a  manner  not  to  be  fhakcn.     In  cffciS,  conti- 
nued he,  fiiil  witfi  an  air  oiore  embarraHed,   I  can^ 
ftfTcr  her  an  infallible  way  to  this  ;  and  if   I  an  tar« 
dy  in    propofmg   it    to    her,  it    is    to  give  hci    ime 
to    recover    by  degrees  from    her  tedious  tioiibics. 
i'oiiibly   Ihc  ma^  act   relifh  this  method  yet ;.  bu& 
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fooner  or  later  flic  will  acknowledge,  that  in  her 
fituation  flie  can  hope  for  nothing  more  advanta- 
geous. 

This  difcourfc  furprizcd  me  greatly.  How  can 
you  donbt,  faid  I  haftily,  but  (he  will  greedily  em- 
brace every  thing  that  may  fecure  her  an  end  of  her 
troubles  ?  If  any  thing  be  capable  of  lUying  you, 
it  mud  arife  on  the  part  of  your  broiher,  whofe  re- 
fiftance  I  apprehend  more  than  ever.  On  the  con- 
trary, replied  Tenermill  blulhing,  Patrick  approves 
my  views,  and  my  perplexity  is  only  to  make  my 
lady  reliih  them.  You  will  fecond  us  without  doubt, 
added  he,  in  an  enterprize  that  equally  imports  the 
honour  and  repofe  of  our  family,  fiis  biufhes,  that 
feemed  to  me  to  increafe,  and  the  difficulty  he  fhew- 
cd  in  difcovering  himfelf  making  me  ponder  in- 
\vardly,  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  a  difcourfe  fo 
myfterious,  he  drew  me  out  of  this  diftra<5li©n,  by 
intreatingme  with  more  fub  mi  (lion  and  condefcenfion 
than  he  ever  before  had  (hev/n  for  me,  to  continue 
fome  days  yet  without  feeing  my  firter-in-law.  Every 
thing,  faid  he,  that  you  can  think  to  propofe  to  her, 
can  only  tend  to  render  her  eafy ;  (he  is  already  fo 
by  my  care.  Your  diforder  is  a  pretence  that  may 
yet  continue,  and  which  Invill  improve  with  her  to 
help  you  to  an  excufe. 

He  left  nr.e  repeating  his  rcqueft  with  many  in- 
treaties  ;  and  although  this  eagernefs  could  not  but 
augment  my  doubts,  the  confidence  1  had  at  Ua(t 
in  his  honour  drew  from  me  a  promife,  which 
was  intended  in  conjundion  with  his,  to  produce 
fuch  happy  cfftdts.  Meditating  upon  our  dif- 
courfe, what  I  con  Id  imagine  mrft  likely  was,  that 
Patrick,  in  order  to  fubiiiit  to  his  duty,  was  to  wait 
till  Mademoifclie  de  L —  w.ui  re(tored  to  her  health, 
and  had  quitted  our  houfe.  But  if  I  (houid  explain 
by  this  the  difficulties  that  Tenermill  apprehended  on 
the  fide  of  my  fii^erin-law,  how  could  I  imagine  that 
from  thence  he  had  fo  little  to  fear  on  the  part  of 
Patrick,  when  I  faw  him  more  than  ever  infatuated 
by  his  love,  and  fo  iftdilerent  for  his  fpoufc,  that 

sdl 
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all  the  care  he  took  about -lier  was,  to  inform  himfelf 
whether  Die  appeared  to  be  '\\\  a  way  of  recovery  ? 

In  the  meantime  her  dirordcr,and  thatof  Mademol* 
felie  de  L — ,  not  being  fo  very  prelFing  as  to  give  us  the 

fame  alarms,  the  Count  de  S ,  whofe  patlion  had 

never  cooled  amidft  To  many  ftorms,  propoied  to  me 
to  conclude  his  marriage  with  my  Tifter.  She  came 
into  my  chamber  a  iew  minutes  after  him,  and 
though  her  coming  appeared  to  be  accidental,  yet  I 
cafiiy  perceived  that  tnis  vifit  was  made  by  conient. 
Never  had  love  a  right  to  declare  itfelf  with  more 
opcnnefs.  It  was  conduced  by  honour  and  mode- 
ration \  and  not  having  had  either  diforder  or  weak- 
nefs  to  reproach  itfeJt  with,  it  had  nothing  to  wait 
for  but  juit  pr.iife.  So  1  did  not  make  them  allc 
twice  for  my  confent.  Come,  laid  I,  to  Roie,  embra- 
cing her,  and  if  you  know  any  thing  that  can  aug- 
ment your  happinefs,  do  you  make  it  mine,  by  let- 
ting me  know,  that  it  is  tiom  me  you  may  receive  it. 
Slie  anfwered  me  modeftly,  that  (lie  had  no  other  will, 
than  that  of  the  Count,  and  that  Ihe  (hould  be  iatif- 
fied,  when  he  had  nothing  to  wilh  for.  He  was  of 
opinion  liunfeJt,  that  in  the  midlt  of  inquietudes  that 
yet  troubled  our  repofe,  he  ought  not  to  think  of 
any  glaring  foiemnities.  What  he  requeiled  of  me 
might  be  executed  without  noifc,  and  wiih<ut  going 
out  of  my  own  doors.  I  Ick  to  him  the  care  ot  tliofis 
forms  that  depended  on  tl»e  ecclefiahital  authority, 
and  his  credit  procured  them  to  be  fhortencd.  in 
fine,  the  happy  Rofe  received  into  her  arms  one  of 
the  moll  amiable  men  in  the  world,  as  the  price  o£ 
her  love  and  virtue. 

The  Couiit  hiving  his  houfc  at  Paris,  I  was  a  lit"* 
tie  out  of  countenance  in  refilling  the  hallc  and 
cagernefs  he  lljcwcd  to  go  there  with  Jii.^  fpoufc,  that 
he  might  fibmit  to  her  the  lainc  empire  over  all  his 
fubUance,  that  (he  long  had  been  ia  pollcQion  of  over 
his  heart.  He  was  fo  llraightly  lodged  at  iSailons, 
that  it  was  a  (Irong  reafon  lor  me  to  confent  to  his 
departure.,  But  1  torefaw,  that  his  prcle]ice  would 
oac  day  be  necc/Ttiry  to  our  dcoiciiick  ijitcrells,  and 
G  6  I  be- 
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I  began  to  fear,  that  fuch  a  time  was  not  far  cfF.  All 
the  precautions  of  Tenermill  had  not  prevented  my 
firter  in-law  from  difcovering  that  her  rival  was  at 
Saifons.  She  went  down  into  the  garden  without  any- 
other  company  than  her  chamber-maid,  and  by- 
chance  Patrick  was  there  alfo  talking  a  walk  alone. 
Fear,  rather  than  (hame,  obliged  my  poor  weak  bro- 
ther to  take  to  his  heels;  and  love  or  refentment 
made    his    wife   purfue    him    upon  the  track.      He 

il^id   into  the  apartment  of    Mademoirelle  de  L- , 

which  was  the  firft  he  found  on  his  way;  arid  although 
my  lady  was  too  much  provoked  at  his  flight  to  at- 
tempt to  overtake  him,  whether  he  would  or  not, 
Ihe  neverthelefs  curioufiy  enough  obferved  from  with- 
out the  place  he  entered  to  find  that  it  was  a  woman 
lodged  in  it.  She  diffembled  her  fufpicions,  but  they 
were  verified  the  fame  day  by  the  coniefllon  of 
Tenermill,  who  had  not  power  to  defend  himfelf 
■againft  her  inftances;  or  perhaps  flattering  himlelf, 
that  from  this  acknowledgment  he  might  draw 
.fome   advantage  to  his  own  views, 

I  was  at  firft  ignorant  of  this  incident ;  but  the 
tears  and  disorders  of  my  fifter-in-law  gaining, 
firength,  made  me  fufped  that  fomething  extraorclt- 
r\ary  had  happened.  As  there  had  been  no  thoughts 
of  concealing  from  her  the  marriage  of  Rofe,  I  took 
occafion  from  this  ceremony  to  fee  her.  Tener- 
mill, with  all  the  addrefs  he  employed  to  avert  the 
overtures  that  he  feared  would  be  between  us  in 
this  viiit,  could  notyfbpprefs,  either  in  the  mouth 
of  my  lady,  or  mine,  any  one  of  thofe  unmean- 
ing exprefTions  which  daily  efcaped  from  the  viva- 
city of  his  thoughts.  iShe  underdood  then  enough 
from  me  to  judge,  that  it  was  not  without  fome  rea- 
son that  I  was  prevented  from  feeing  her ;  and  1 
apprehended  alfo  from  thofe  complaints,  that  fhe 
Lad  not  power  to  fmother,  as  much  as  from  a  fad* 
jiefs  in  h^r  countenance,  that  there  had  happened 
her  fome  new  fub}e6l  of  melancholy,  which  tie  in 
•vain  laboured  to  difguife.  Tenermill,  from  whom  I 
iiad  demaiidtd  other  explanations,  told  me  of  the  ad- 

vcntarc 
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venture  of  the  garden,  but  without  adding  to  it  any 
overture  of  his  defigns ;  and,  by  the  i'ame  rcafons 
he  uled  for  engaging  aie  to  obferve  certain  cau- 
tions in  my  vifit,  he  perfwaded  nic  that  it  was  not 
feafonable  to  open  himfelf  further  to  me.  The  cere- 
mony of  my  filler's  marriage  was  concluded,  and  the 
condition  of  my  lady  difpenfed  v;ith  her  from  being 
prefent  at  it ;  infomuch,  that,  as  well  on  the  part  of 
Patrick,  who  aifeded  more  than  ever  to  fhun  coming 
near  me,  as  on  the  part  of  Tenermill,  who  feemed 
wholly  taken  up  with  fome  extraordinary  projc<ft,  and 
even  of  that  of  my  filler  in-law,  whofe  troubles  were 
V'ifibly  increafed,  I  had  room  to  apprehend  fome  new 
revolution,  which  would  make  me  wifh  for  the  aid 
or  advice  of  fuch  a  friend  as  the  Count. 

His  wife,  to  whom  I  mull  no  longer  give  any  other 
name  than  that  of  fpoiife  of  a  hulband  fo  valuable^ 
took  part  with  thofc  inllances  by  which  I  laboured  to 
flop  this  new  diforder  ;  and  both  her  hufband  and  Ihe 
fubmitting  themfelves  to  the  force  of  my  reafons, 
(lie  joined  to  them  one,  which  Ihe  reproached  herfelf 
with  not  having  fcvealed  to  me  Iboncr.  In  the 
private  interviews  that  Tenermill  had  held  with 
Patrick,  they  had  not  always  ufed  precautions  enough 
fo  as  not  to  be  overheard.  Curiofity  having  fome- 
times  made  the  Countefs  lend  an  ear  to  their  dif- 
courfc,  Ihe  heard  from  their  own  mouths,  that,  far 
from  having  abandoned  their  late  proje<5l  of  divorce, 
Patrick  coveted  nothing  in  the  world  with  fo  much 
impatience,  as  he  had  a  great  dtfire  alio  to  fee  Made- 
moilcUe  de  L —  well  enough  recovered  to  enable  her  to 
leavcSaifonjj.underthc  hopes  of  terminating  more  cafi- 
iy  that  unhappy  cntcrpri/e.  But  I  had  already  obferv- 
ed,  from  other  teilimonics  bcfidcs  that  of  my  filler,  that 
Tenermill,  notwiihllanding  the  compalTion  and  zeal 
he  feemed  to  alk(5l  for  fome  time  pall,  and  that  he 
had  I  edified  to  me  himfelf  for  ray  lady,  had  en- 
tered with  more  ardour  than  ever  into  the  refolutions 
of  his  brother,  and  in  concert  with  hiin  had  been 
feckii.g  the  moll  proper  means  to  alfurc  them  of 
fuccefs.     This  was  ail  my  HHcr  had  learuedy  and 

Ihe 
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flic  confefled  to  me,  with  fhame,  that  the  fear  of 
chagrining  Piitrick  had  hindered  her  from  giving  me 
earlier  notice  of  it. 

I  (hall  not  give  the  name  of  Chriftian  charity  to 
thofe  impulfes  with  which  I  felt  myfelt  fired  at  hear- 
ing this  account.  Horror  for  the  impofture  and  trea- 
chery had  need  of  no  other  motive  than  natural  pro- 
bity,  and  1  did  not  raife  my  zeal  beyond  that.  Thefe 
Ihifts  and  ftratagems  had  put  me  out  of  my  bias.  I 
went  in  qneft  of  Tenermili  immediately,  and  accofting 
him  without  any  precautions;  Have  you  turned  your 
back  then,  faid  I,  to  all  remains  of  humanity  and 
honour?  falfehood  and  perfidy  are  not  crimes  black 
enough  to  infpire  you  with  horror,  or  to  raife  in 
you  remorfe.  You  in  vain  exped  to  impofe  on  me, 
added  I,  feeing  fome  appearances  of  trouble  on  his 
countenance,  1  know  all,  I  have  been  apprifed  of 
every  thing  j  my  wretched  fifter-in  law  Iha)!  this 
moment  be  acquainted  with  your  treachery.  Thus, 
added  I  with  the  fame  warmth,  it  was  not  fufficient 
for  you  to  have  fiJed  againft  her  before  you  faw  her, 
and  to  have  perfecuted  her  without  knowing  her, 
but  you  now  daily  abufe  her  confidence,  the  more 
effe(5lual]y  to  make  fure  her  ruin;  and  it  is  under  the 
fhadow  of  friendlhip,  that  you  cruelly  third  to  glut 
your  hatred.  I  caft  on  him  a  look  of  indignation,  and 
would  have  left  him,  my  defign  being  really  to  go 
into  my  fifter-in-law's  apartment,  and  inform  her 
who  it  was  (he  ought  to  miftruit.  He  flopped  me 
with  an  eager  hafte  His  eyes,  though  agitated  by 
extraordinary  motions,  yet  difcovered  nothing  to  me 
that  had  the  appearance  of  indignation  or  paffion. 
The  very  tone  of  his  voice  was  not  fo  ftrong,  as 
the  refentment  of  my  accu.ations  might  render  it  in 
a  charader  fuch  as  his.  He  prefTed  me  to  hear  him. 
I  judge  by  your  reproaches,  faid  he,  that  you  are 
badly  informed  of  my  defigns,  and  that  you  have  yet 
lefs  acquaintance  with  my  thoughts.  Do  not  pre- 
cipitate any  thing  \  and  let  us  take  fome  time  to  ex- 
plain ourfelvcs. 
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This  moderation,  fo  little  expe(5led,  havinc^  dif- 
pofed  me  to  hearken  to  him,  he  took  me  by  the  hand, 
as  IF  he  had  been  apprehenfivc  that  I  had  yet  thought 
of  nothing  but  quitting  him  to  repair  to  "my  filler- 
in  law.  i  never  had  any  hatred  for  my  lady,  faid  he, 
with  an  air  fo  mild,  that  in  another  I  Ihould  have 
taken  it  for  timoroufnefs,  and  what  you  call  my  per- 
fecutions  have  never  been  other  than  a  defire  to  do 
fervice  to  my  brother.  I  lament  that  he  is  fo  little 
fenfible  of  the  jul't  value  of  the  treafure  he  polTefTes. 
He  flights  a  happinefs  that  a  thoufand  others  would 
purchafe  with  all  their  blood.  I  do  not  Ipeak  to  him 
in  any  other  language,  and  you  may  know  it  from 
himfelf,  when  he  Oiall  be  difpofcd  to  open  himfelf  to 
you.  As  to  my  lady,  I  have  laboured  to  confole  her 
by  the  hopes  of  a  better  fate.  I  have  made  her  pro- 
mifes  that  are  fmcere,  and  wliich  have  had  the  pow- 
er of  calming  her  imaginations.  There  is  nothing 
but  the  adventure  of  the  garden  that  has  confounded 
niy  undertaking.  She  thougiit  my  brother  was  at 
Paris  ;  I  have  had  occafion  to  ufe  a  thoufand  efforts 
to  jultify  him,  or,  if  you  v.'ould  rather  chuft  it,  to  de- 
ceive her.  For  with  the  few  affurances  1  have  given 
her  of  being  fome  time  or  other  able  to  reclaim  her 
hufband,  you  may  well  imagine,  that  it  is  only  the 
force  of  holding  fier  in  errors  that  can  relfore  to  her 
repofe.  Neverthelefs,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  even  thefe 
illufions  will  turn  to  her  advantage  ;  and  you  will 
rot  give  the  name  of  Perfidy  to  my  condu(5f,  whcQ 
you  will  find  it  happily  juliified  by  the  futcefs. 

In  fo  loofe  an  explanation  I  faw  nothing  but  a  new 
artifice  to  conceal  what  he  had  a  mind  to  hinder  me 
from  diving  into  ;  and  fufpedting  every  thing  he  laid, 
even  to  the  tone  of  his  voice  with  which  he  had  pro- 
nounced it,  I  did  not  hcfitarc  a  moment  in  giving  him 
an  aufwer.  Is  it  true,  faid  I,  that  notwithllanding 
all  the  art  you  have  ufcd  in  wrapping  up  your  cx- 
prcrtions  and  dcfii^ns,  you  have  again  joined  with 
Patrick  in  the  rcfolution  ot  annulling  his  marriage  ? 
This  is  the  point  upon  which  I  demand  a  precifc  and 
cacegoricitl  aafwer.    All  that  U  diffcrc&t  Irom  it  is 
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an  intrigue,  into  which  I  do  not  dcfire  to  enter,  and 
which  does  not  regard  me,  but  as  it  relates  to  the 
end  that  I  would  have  cleared  up  to  me.  This  quef- 
tion  made  him  fpeechlefs  for  fome  moments.  At 
length,  feeming  to  rouze  himfelf  out  of  his  perplexity, 
he  iwore  in  the  moft  forcible  terms  of  religion  and 
honour,  that  he  had  no  thoughts  but  of  making  my 
lady  and  Patrick  happy  in  an  honourable  and  fatif- 
fa<5tory  marriage,  which  fnould  re-eftablifh  the  re- 
pofe  of  our  family.  I  was  the  bubble  of  this  equi- 
vocal anfwer.  He  perceived,  that  the  opinion  I  yet 
had  of  his  probity  had  difpofed  me  to  embrace  the 
error,  in  which  he  was  defirous  to  engage  me  ;  and 
haftening  to  draw  fome  other  advantage  from  it ;  If 
you  can,  faid  he,  truft  our  true  intereft  to  my  con- 
duct, leave  my  zeal  for  fome  time  to  its  own  influ- 
ence, and  moderate  a  little  the  motions  of  yours.  The 
retirement  you  have  lived  in  for  fome  days  paft  has 
already  forwarded  the  progrefs  of  my  views,  and 
you  can  defire  no  better  proof  of  it  than  the  tran- 
quillity in  which  I  have  maintained  my  lady's  mind* 
difpenfe  with  yourfelf  from  feeing  her  until  the  de- 
parture of  Mademoifelle  de  X .      I  promife  to 

difcover  to  you  at  that  time  the  true  intereft  ©f  our 
family  :  or,  if  you  think  that  decency  will  not  allow 
you  to  remain  here  without  having  fome  intercouffe 
with  her,  promife  me,  that  you  yourlelf  will  fpeak  to 
her  of  my  enterprize  in  a  manner  that  may  ferve  to 
augment  her  confidence  and  forward  her  repofe.  For 
once  build  upon  my  word,  added  he,  with  a  foft  air^ 
and  do  not  doubt,  but  that  honour  and  virtue  are  aa. 
dear  to  me  as  to  you. 

The  proof  he  drew  from  the  real  fuccefs  of  his  pains, 
jofned  to  the  idea  I  in  truth  had  of  his  natural  prin- 
ciples, made  mefmother  athoufand  objedions,  which 
yet  fprung  up  in  my  mind.  Without  giving  myfelf  up 
entirely  to  thofe  hopes,  of  which  he  did  not  difcover  to 
me  the  foundation,  I  chofc  rather  to  rifqne  fomething 
upon  his  word,  than  to  iniiil  upon  fufpicions,  that  I 
could  not  maintain  without  believing  him  the  moft 
profligate  man  in  the  world*    I  cveu  periuaded  my- 
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felf  in  his  favour,  that  the  Countefs,  his  fifter,  had 
not  well  conceived  the  difccurfe  fhe  reported  to  me, 
and  that  I  had  taken  the  alarm  upon  too  light 
grounds.  In  fine,  having  but  little  apprehenfion, 
that  he  could  proceed  to  certain  extremities  without 
noy  participation,  I  determined  to  leave  him  all  the 
liberty  he  defired,  and  for  once,  as  he  faid,  to  place 
fome  confidence  in  his  conduit.  In  declaring  to  him 
this  refolution,  I  added  to  my  words  ail  the  tefti- 
monies  of  cUeem,  that  might  further  engage  him  to 
obfervc  his  promifes,  content  enough  to  find  him  in- 
clined to  afford  me  his  friendfliip,  and  to  reckon  upon 
mine  asfomething.  He  appeared  fo  well  fatisfied 
with  n)y  complaifancc,  that  I  ferioufly  began  to  have 
a  good  opinion  of  his  intentions. 

I  am  ignorant  indeed  by  what  addrefs  he  fucceed- 
cd  in  curing  the  new  alarms  of  my  filkr-in-law  j  butj 
as  if  he  had  drawn  more  ftrength  than  ever  from  my 
confenting  to  his  projeds  without  knowing  them,  he 
lulled  her  into  a  fituation  that  gave  me  as  much 
amazement  as  joy.  Not  being  able  to  difpenfe  with 
myfclf  from  vjliting  her,  1  found  in  her  that  air  of 
fatisfa<51ion,  which  difcovers  happinefs,  or  the  cer- 
tainty of  obtaining  it.  She  fpoke  to  me  of  the  fcr- 
vices  of  Teuermill  in  tranfports  of  gratitude,  and,  al- 
though (he  was  not  ignf)rant  that  MademoifelledeL— 
was  yet  lodged  in  the  fame  houfe,  ihe  (ht;wed  no  un- 
eafinefs  but  at  the  duration  of  her  diftcmpcr,  the 
end  ot  which  (he  cxpccfled  as  a  beginning  to  her  owa 
happinefs.  This  language  was  To  oblcure  to  me, 
that  from  the  fear  of  producing  fome  diforder  to 
her  vitws,  which  I  could  not  penetrate,  I  thought 
1  could  not  confine  myfclf  to  congratulations  loofc 
enough,  which  fcctncd.iieverihclcfs, toconfiijn  her  ia 
all  her  notions.  If  there  efcapcd  from  her  any  com- 
plaints for  the  abfcnce  of  her  hulband,  they  were 
uttered  with  a  fentimcnt  of  compafiion,  which  did 
not  appear  to  be  mixed  with  any  bitterncfs,  and  [ 
even  law  her  foftencd  and  melttd  down  at  the  idea 
Ihc  formed  of  his  fituation.  All  thcfc  circumllancc$ 
U^X.  having   any  thing  in  them  abfoiuidy  contra- 
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dI£lory  to  the  promifes  of  Tenermill,  I  waited  for  an 
cclairci/rment  of  them  with  extreme  impatience.  He 
was  with  me  in  all  my  vidts,  and  the  embarrailaient 
I  daily  expe<fted  to  be  expofed  to,  not  permitting  me 
to  make  them  long  or  frequent,  obliged  me  of  aiyfelf 
to  dimlniih  much  of  his. 

Five  days  had  already  pafTed  without  any  charge 
that  might  give  me  more  . light,  and  I  admir^fd  with 
what  patience  every  one  contained  themfeWes  within 
the  bounds  prefcribed  them.  On  the  part  of  Made- 
moilelle  de  L  and  Patrick,   there  was  fuch  a 

total  forgecfulnefs  of  every  thing  that  pafled  about 
them,  that  1  had  fometimes  a  difHouIty  to  find  it  pro- 
bable. Whilft  they  appeared  to  be  fo  taken  up  with 
one  another,  that  their  curiofity  fcarce  extended  with- 
out their  foiitude,  1  could  not  be  perfuaded  but  they 
vfrs  cftsr.  diflurbed  from  a  fear  of  my  fiftcr-in-law. 
If  I  mull  have  afcribed  their  fecurity  to  the  intrigues 
of  Tenermill,  this  was  another  fubje<5l  of  alfonilhment, 
which  yet  caufed  me  a  greater  admiration.  The 
Count  and  his  fpoufe,  to  whom  I  without  ceafing  re- 
commended not  to  quit  them  one  moment,  gave  me 
the  fame  account  of  their  difpofitions  and  ainuiements. 
It  was  conflantly  the  fame  innocence,  and  the  fame 

tranquillity.     Mademoifelle  de  L was  rid  of  her 

fever,  but  yet  continued  weak,  and  the  phyfician  was 
of  opinion  Ihe  could  not  quit  her  bed  without  dan- 
ger. Patrick  having  paffd  the  whole  day  with  her, 
retired  in  the  eveninii:  with  much  precaution,  to 
avoid  being  perceived  by  his  fponfe  or  me  ;  as  if  he 
bad  been  appreienfive  of  fome  danger  in  meeting  us. 
Ke  inquired  after  our  healths  j  but,  as  if  he  were  in- 
different what  we  thought  of  him  or  his  condudl,  he 
never  had  brought  himfelf  to  the  pafs  of  aOcing,  if 
we  had  been  curious  to  know  why  he  avoidtd  us. 
Our  houfe  was  not  fo  grand  as  to  conceal  him  al- 
ways from  my  fight,  if  1  had  purfued  the  inclination 
I  often  had  of  furprizing  him  in  his  p-^flage  ;  but 
feeing  nothing  on  every  fide  but  tranquillicy,  and 
accu(toming  myfelf  more  and  more  to  build  really 
on  the  promifes  of  Tenermill,  I  waited  in  my  foii- 
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tudc  only  till  the  time  which  he  had  appointed  me 
vras  come. 

It  was  haftened  by  an  event  that  I  was  far  from 
cxpeding,  and  of  which  mere  chance  threw  the  tir(l 
intelligence  in  my  way.  One  day,  as  1  went  dowA 
alone  to  the  gate,  1  faw  a  man  drive  up  towards  me 
in  a  hackney-coach,  whofe  face  I  thought  1  remem- 
bered. 1  was  examining  his  countenance,  when  he, 
knowing  me  more  eafily  by  my  odd  figure,  came  up 
and  faluted  me  by  my  name,  and  the  Irilh  language, 
in  which  he  addrefled  me,  made  me  prefently  recoi- 
led that  he  was  Fincer.  The  joy  I  Ihould  have  felt 
at  feeing  him  in  any  other  place  was  converted  into 
fear  and  grief,  when  one  moment  of  reflexion  upon 
the  circumftances  of  our  domellick  affairs,  made  me 
think,  that  1  could  not  introduce  him  into  our  houfe 
without  imprudence.  Wnat  pretence,  nevcrthelefs, 
could  I  find,  in  fending  him  away  ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  what  hope  had  1  of  concealing  from  him 
any  time  the  difordcr  of  my  family,  and  efpecialiy 
with  the  reafons  1  had  of  fulpe<5ing  that  this  per- 
haps was  the  only  caufe  of  his  journey  ?  It  came  pre- 
fently into  my  mind,  that  Dilnick  had,  without 
doubt,  informed  him  of  the  refolution  his  daughter 
had  taken  of  following  her  huiband  into  France, 
and  that  not  hoping  for  a  more  lucky  opportunity 
of  feeing  her  again  without  danger,  he  had  left  Den- 
mark with  thi:.  vievA'.  I  thus  phalcd  mylelf  in  giving 
the  moft  favourable  turn  to  his  journey  \  for  it  would 
have  been  too  difmal  to  fuppofe  him  fully  iullruded 
in  every  thing  that  I  feared  I  could  not  conceal  Irom 
him  long  enough. 

Hi),  nrft  compliments  would  have  removed  my 
fears  by  the  air  of  opcimcfs  and  friendlhip  that 
acccmpanitd  them,  if  the  other  embarraffmcnt  had 
not  remained  on  my  mind  entire.  In  the  mean  tit::e, 
ivhihl  h*;  was  aiking  me  news  of  his  danglucr,  and 
that  the  manner  in  which  i  anfwcred  him  gave  m« 
liberty  enough  to  cnnfidcr  upon  the  cares  with  which 
I  was  filled,  I  trc)k  the  only  choice  I  had  to  make 
in  fo  prefUng  an  extremity.     I  do  not  know,  faid  1, 
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who  could  have  dire<Sed  you  to  a  houfe,  in  which 
I  have  not  the  liberty  to  receive  you.  You  (hall 
fee  your  daughter  at  Paris,  the  diftance  is  fo  (hort  to 
it,  that,  far  from  making  any  ftay  here,  I  am  o^ 
opinion,  it  would  be  the  beft  way  to  take  the  road 'to 
town  this  very  moment ;  and  offering  him  my  hand, 
to  ftiew  him  into  his  coach,  1  went  in  after  him,  giv- 
ing orders  to  the  coachman  to  drive  to  the  Count's 
houfe. 

I  could  not,  by  thefe  means,  deliver  myfelf  from 
one  embarrafrment,  without,  at  the  fame  time,  run- 
ning the  hazard  of  an  infinite  number  of  others  ;  but 
I  thought  I  had  avoided  the  moft  dangerous.  The 
fear  I  was  under  of  giving  the  leaft  fufpicion  to  Fin- 
cer  of  what  we  had  left  behind  us,  made  me  often 
prefs  the  coachman  to  drive  on  fader ;  and  feeking 
to  divert  from  us  all  thofe  notions  I  ^T^OL^tdt,  I  took 
an  opportunity  from  the  Count,  whofe  houfe  I  had 
named,  to  fpeak  of  the  late  marriage  of  my  fifter. 
The  merit  and  riches  of  her  hufband,  the  honours 
and  advantages  that  my  family  would  draw  from 
this  alliance,  the  difficulties  and  delays  we  met 
with  to  furmount ;  in  fine,  every  thing  that  might 
avert  the  difcovcries  1  feared  was  brought  upon  the 
fiage  with  an  afFc^ion  of  eagernefs,  that  hindered 
the  convcrfation  from  flagging.  Fincer  entered  fo 
naturally  into  my  views,  that  his  readinefs  furprifed 
me.  He  reckoned  upon  the  hopes  of  feeing  his 
daughter  at  Paris ;  and  if  he  afked  me  any  flight 
que  ft  ions,  they  were  not  fufficient  to  raife  in  me  any 
cmbarraflment. 

In  the  mean  time,  my-  inquietude  increafed  In  pro- 
portion as  we  came  near  the  Count's  houfe,  and  no-  ^ 
thing  prefenting  itfelf  to  my  mind  to  alleviate  them, 
I  arrived  at  the  gate,  under  as  much  confufion  as 
when  I  left  Saifons.  The  fight  of  the  porter,  who 
came  to  receive  us,  augmented  my  trouble.  I  was 
not  fure  he  knew  me  ;  luckily  he  was  acquainted 
with  my  face,  although  he  had  never  feen  me  but 
once  before  ;  and  the  eagernefs  he  Ihewed  in  receiving 
my  orders,  made  me  think  him  difpofed  to  execute 

them. 
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Xhfim.  Nothing,  neverthelefs,  more  feafonable  came 
into  my  mind,  than  to  alk  him  whether  his  mafter 
were  at  home  ;  and  having  anfwcred  me  that  he  was 
in  the  country,  I  did  not  leave  him  time  to  tell 
me,  that  he  was  furprized  at  my  queftion.  Let  us 
alight,  faid  I  to  Fincer,  they  will  be  here  this  even- 
ing, and  we  cannot  do  better  than  wait  for  them* 
The  porter  imagined  that  his  mafter  would  return  the 
fame  day  from  Saifons  with  ail  his  family.  We  were 
no  fooner  got  out  of  the  coach,  than  the  racket  I 
heard  through  all  the  houfe  made  me  judge,  that 
they  were  fetting  the  apartments  in  order  under  that 
fuppofiiion. 

Chance  had,  luckily  enough,  ftood  by  me  till  now; 
but  every  moment  of  the  time  to  cj^me,  into  which 
I  was  about  entering,  was  not  lefs  oblcure  than  the 
part,  I  faw  nothing  by  which  I  might  regulate  my 
refolutions.  I  Icarce  durit  a(k  Fincer  the  leaft 
queftion,  from  a  fear  of  falling,  whether  I  would 
or  not,  upon  the  circumliances  or  motives  of  his 
journey.  1  continued  to  amuie  him  by  ail  the  fhifts 
and  fubterluges  that  my  wit  was  capable  of  invent- 
ing. I  made  him' admire  every  thing  in  the 
Count^s  apartments ;  and  beinv^  mortally  difturbed  at 
the  bottom  of  my  foul,  I  tortured  my  ft  If  at  the 
fame  time  to  find  out  what  ch  ,icc  [  might  rear>n- 
ably  take.  I  was  many  time?  upon  'he  point  of 
begging  leave  to  retire  a  moment  {  my  th')ughts 
were  to  write  to  my  brorhtrs,  and  to  if)>parl  to 
them  an  embirrafTmcnt,  which,  at  lead,  they  ought 
to  (hare  with  me.  I  (hould  have  piopofed  to  them  to 
conjc  both  to  Paris,  and,  by  their  cares  and  lub- 
fniffions,  to  prq>o(refs  the  mind  ot  a  man  to  whona 
they  owed  this  rtlped^.  I  Ihoold  have  added,  that 
it  was  as  much  for  our  honf)Ui  a»  intereft  fo  to  pre- 
pare my  fdt'jr.in-Iaw,  that  flic  mii»ht  not  dilcovcr 
to  her  fath  r  the  jnft  fubjc(5ls  flic  had  for  complaint, 
and  tt.at  they  ought  with  fo  much  the  more  pains, 
to  bury  our  divifions,  as  Tencrmlll  had  given  me 
room  to  hope,  that  it  fliould  not  be  long  before  they 
v\ere  ended.  la  fine,  I  Ihould  h;4ve  obferved  to  them 
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every  thing  that  Heaven  and  the  love  of  peace 
could  have  infplred  me  with,  and  not  thinking  them 
lefs  fenfible  than  mylelf  to  the  honour  of  our  family, 
I  ftiould  have  left  them  the  liberty  to  aid  my  views 
with  what  their  prudevice  and  that  of  the  Count 
Ikould  judge  moft  fuicable  to  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances.  But  another  notion  fixed,  at  once,  all 
my  irrefolutlons.  FincerJiaving  fpoken  to  me  of  the 
place  where  he  lodged  at  Paris,  I  chid  him  for 
chufing  any  other  refidence  than  the  houfe  of  Te- 
nermill,  or  that  of  the  Count ;  and  obferving  to  him, 
that  the  houfe  we  then  were  in  did  not  want  rOom 
to  lodge  him  cornmodioufly,  I  prefTed  him  inftantly 
to  fuffer  his  luggage  to  be  brought  there.  He  yield- 
ed at  length  to  my  inftances,  having  a  long  time  held 
out;  and,  (which  ftarted  in  me  the  moft  lucky  pro- 
jed  1  could  pitch  on.)  he  would  not  truft  any  body 
but  himfelf  with  the  care  of  removing  them.  I  did 
not  confider  at  all  whether  politenefs  obliged  me  to 
wait  on  him.  I  ordered  f  me  of  the  Count's  domef- 
ticb  to  attend  him,  and  refolved  to  take  advantage  of 
his  abfence  to  go  in  all  ha  lie  to  Saifons. 

A  light  chaile,  and  tv^o  ot  the  Count's  beft  horfes 
that  were  ready  in  a  momcrnt,  made  me  htpe  I 
,  IJi^mid  difpatch  this  trip  in  as  Ihort  a  'lime  as' 
FiiiCer  cnwld  have  occafion  to  employ  on  his  af- 
fairs. While  I  was  oi;  the  road,  T  look  up  ray  time 
in  confideri.ig  whether  J  ought  to  look  on  his  arrival 
as  an  evil  fo  dreadful  as  1  had  fancied  in  my  firft 
furprize  :  Buc  not  knowing  his  motives,  it  was  im* 
poffible  to  form  any  judgment  that  could  be  farif- 
fadtory.  Even  his  (ilence  left  me  another  fubjeft 
of  difquiet  ;  for  notwithftanding  all  the  efforts  I 
had  made  to  ftave  off  his  explanations,  it  feemed  to 
me,  that  his  ardour  in  inquiring  after  them  from  me 
might  have  prevailed  over  my  precautions.  Was  it 
natural  for  a  father,  who  had  expreffed  fo  many 
fears  for  the  fate  of  his  daughter,  to  be  thus  eafy 
and  undifturbtd  at  the  very  time  he  was  about 
feeing  her ;  and  would  his  curiofity  be  fo  ferved,  if 
he  had  not  had  ftrong  reafoos  for  moderating  it? 
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I  arrived  at  Saifons  full  of  thofe  thoughts,  and  the 
firft  thing  I  did  was  to  give  Tenermill  notice  that  I 
wanted  immediately  to  fpeak  to  him. 

He  was  in  the  apartment  of  my  fifter-in  law, 
from  whence,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  he  was 
fcarce  ever  abfent.  Underftanding  I  had  come  back 
in  poft-hafte,  before  he  heard  of  ray  departure,  the 
uncertainty  of  wnut  I  had  to  impart  made  him  as  he 
approached  afTume  an  air  as  difquietcd  as  he  might 
have  difcovered  mine,  I  had  not  one  moment  to 
lofe,  and  therefore  fpoke  to  him  ftanding.  Do  you 
know,  faid  I,  that  Fiacer  is  at  Paris>  that  lie  was 
here  at  Saifons  two  hours  ago,  that  I  had  flood  in 
need  of  the  affiltance  ol  Heaven  to  remove  Jiim  from 
hence,  and  that,  in  fine,  having  conduced  him  to 
the  Count's  houfc,  I  am  as  ignorant  what  is  the 
caufc  of  his  journey  into  France,  as  what  condu6l  I 
ought  to  objerve  towards  him  ?  I  have  ftolen  away 
luckily,  added  I,  to  confult  with  you  upon  an  inci- 
dent, that  has  reduced  me  to  the  lafl  embarraifment : 
You  conceive  my  fears ;  fee  if  among  your  projedls, 
and  in  the  ni)ft<--rious  condiid  yow  have  affedled  a  long 
time  part,  any  thing  may  be  found  to  remedy  all  the 
evils  I  apprehtr.d.  Fincer  inquires  for  you  ;  he  in- 
quires for  his  daughter,  lor  Patrick,  lor  me;  in  one 
word,  he  will  be  h«re  this  evening,  or  we  muft  beat 
Paris. 

I  obfervfd  as  I  fpoke,  that  TenermilPs  counte- 
nance was  d'ilurbtd  and  every  word  ol  my  account 
augmented  his  c^  ntufion.  Ke  continued  mute  lomc 
time  ;  at  lcrigf!i  readuug  me  a  chair,  he  lat  down  by 
me,  and  corjurcd  me  to  hear  hun  without  iiucrrup* 
tion. 

It  is  no  lorgcT  time,  W\^  he,  to  conceal  from  you 
what  you  will  loou  know  whether  I  will  or.not  ;  but 
I  would  make  a  merit  of  my  confidence  in  dilcover- 
ing  to  you  my  Icntiment?,  whicii  it  would  be  caficr 
to  difguife  from  you  than  my  condu<5t.  After  this 
introdudljr.n  he  called  Heaven  to  witncfs,  that  in  the 
part  he  took  againii  the  marriage  of  i'atrick,  be 
never   had   apy   other  view   thaa  the  happincfs  of 
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his  brother,  and  the  repofe  of  our  family.  He  was 
fcarce  known  to  the  daughter  of  Fincer  ;  what  reafon 
then  had  he  to  hate  her  \  What  I  had  informed  him 
of  her  generofity  and  love,  on  the  contrary,  had  pre- 
pofleffed  him  in  favour  of  her  charafter.  But  he 
thought  the  intereft  of  his  brother  ought  in  his  mind 
to  weigh  down  that  of  a  ftranger.  He  would  not, 
added  he,  enter  fo  deep  into  this  detail,  as  much 
to  juftify  the  rigour  of  which  he  was  guilty  in 
regard  to  my  lady,  as  to  make  me  more  readily 
comprehend  the  incredible  revolution  brought  about 
in  his  fituation.  He  had  been  furprized  and  con- 
founded at  it  himfelf ;  but  no  body  could  refift  their 
dcftiny,  and  his  example  was  a  proof,  that  men 
have  no  acquaintance  with  the  nature  of  their  own 
hearts.  He  confelfed  to  me  then,  that  feeing  my 
lady  near  at  hand,  in  hearing  her  tender  complaints, 
and  in  feeing  her  tears  flow,  he  was  pierced  with 
a  thoufand  fentiments,  that  he  never  before  expe- 
rienced, and  of  which  he  did  not  think  he  had  been 
capable  He  had  not  power  to  defend  iiimfelf  from 
admiring  her  gentle  and  modeft  virtue,  which  the 
rigours  of  her  nufbar.d  might  eafily  reduce  to  the 
cxtreameli  dejciftion,  but  Wnich  were  not  capable 
of  making  her  li;ie  that  air  of  moderation,  that  made 
her  grief  fo  moving,  and  which  added  fo  many 
charms  to  her  unhappy  bcnuty.  Cot.palli'^n  liad 
thus  prepared  hib  heart  for  love,  and  when  he 
began  to  exanine  into  his  .own  fentiments.  he  found 
himfelf  a  prey  to  a  pailijn  fo  piercin|^,  that  he  had 
no  hopes  left  of  delivering  himfelt  irom  it  by  any 
efforts  he  could  make.  Since  that  time,  it  had  in- 
creafed  v^irhout  inter a'.iffion  ;  he  had  made  it  the 
whole  deHglu  of  his  life,  and  tar  irom  thinking 
ever  aftt;;-  of  defcndin^r  liimfejf  againll  it,  he  wai 
refolved  to  employ  all  his  thongnts  and  cares  to 
render  her  happy.  Nuiwichllandinp;  the  promife  I 
had  made  of  hearkening  to  him  without  interrup- 
tioii.,  yet  I  Hopped  him  ihort  here  bluntly.  This  firft 
part  of  his  difcourfe  had  given  me  great  joy,  and 
I  ftiould  have  interrupted  him  gladly  to  commend 
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the  intereft  he  took  in  the  tears  of  my  fider  in  law. 
But  aftoniflied  afterwards  at  the  birth  of  his  paflion, 
I  had  been  Hill  more  prepared  to  interrupt  him,  by  up- 
braiding him  for  not  having. better  watched  over  the 
motions  of  his  heart,  which  1  would  have  treated  as 
criminal  and  unlawful.     Bat  hearing  froRi  him  that 
he  hugged   himfelf  upon  them,  ind  inftead  of  com- 
bating, fpoke  of  nothing  but  ofnouriihing  thera  with 
complacency ;   and  feeking,  fooner  or  later,  the  gra- 
tification of  them,  the  rcfentment  to  fee  myfelf  fo  lit-  ' 
tie  regarded,   as  to  place  in   me  fuch  an  unworthy- 
confidence,  as  much  as  the  intereft  of  virtue,   mads 
me  a/Tumc  a  voice,  which  I  Oiould  even  have  afFeded^ 
to  have  made  more  harih,  if  I  could  have  found  out 
any  one   more    proper    to    exprefs   my    indignation. 
How  ?  faid  I,  having  abandoned  yourfelf  to  a  (hame- 
ful  pafilon  for  the  wife  of  your  brother,  do  not  you 
blulh  to  make  me  a  confelTion  of  it?   Po  you  believe 
me  then  capable  of  enduring  or  approving  it  ?  Yes,  I 
perceive  now  the  fruits  of  your  deteUable  maxims. 
After  having  once  dared  to  advife   your  brother  to 
Violate  his  marriage  -  vows  for  a  commerce  fo  infa- 
mous, I  am  not  alionilhed  to  fee  you  all  at  one  ftroke 
familiarize  yourfelf  witli  incrft  and  adultery.   Hideous 
corruption  of  principles  and  opinions,  cried  I,  with- 
out affording  him  time  to  explain  himfell  !    liy  what 
flcps  have  you  then  climbed  to  this  excefs  of  debauch- 
y  ?  One  might  excufe'love,  added  I,  and  may  give 
a  name  that  would  transform  it  almoft  into  virtue. 
.Ill  what  abqminal)!-'  and  fatal  paflion  is  this,  which 
1  >res  all  its  horror  for  the  fin,  and  carries  with  it  the 
imprudence  rf  placing  it  even  on  the  h)Ot  of  honour! 
In  the  bitter  zeal  that  animated  nie,   1  fhould  have 
continued  to  hc'ap  on  him  reproaches,  and  Ihould  not 
have  lailed  to  have  joined   to  them  the  moll  fcverc 
menaces,  if  he  had  not  caft  himfelf  at  my  lect  to  re- 
new his  inllances  of  hearing  him.   I,  nevcrthelefs,  Hill 
iiiierrupicd  him:  No,  faid  I^  turning  away  my  head* 
you  Ihall  not  force  me  longer  to  hear  your  unworthy 
propofals.   1  tremble  too  much  to  lillca  to  ihcra.  Vou 
Vol.  H.  H  fnuft 
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inuft  not  hope  to  find  the  leafl  indulgence  to  tht 
crime  from  me ;  if  this  be  tiie  projed,  npon  the  faith 
of  which  I  have  had  the  credulity  of  fuffering  myfclf 
to  be  lulled  afleep,  I  deteH;  and  abhor  it,  and  1  fee 
nothing  more  in  you,  than  that  you  are  an  enemy  to 
all  honour  and  virtue.  Neverihelefs,  as  his  efforts 
for  obtaining  an  audience  did  not  diminifh,  and  as 
his  embarraffment,  joined  to  the  humble  pofture  in 
which  I  faw  at  my  feet  a  man  fo  haughty,  had  fomc 
power  to  bend  me,  I  confented  at  length  to  hear  him, 
tinder  this  only  condition,  that  he  fhould  not  mix  any 
thing  in  his  words  like  what  had  raifed  in  me  fo  much 
indignation. 

Whilft  he  refuraied  his  feat,  J  obferved  from  the 
confternation  fpread  over  his  face,  that  his  pride  was 
mortified  at  the  part  he  had  to  fuftain.  He  began 
by  lamenting  the  vivacity  that  had  made  me  con- 
found his  explanations.  Ycu  are  ignorant  of  love, 
laid  he  mildly,  if  you  cannot  pardon  a  lover  for 
infilling  a  little  on  the  force  of  his  pallion  ;  but  what 
I  have  told  you  of  mine,  concerns  Httle  the  botiona 
of  my  projeft;  and  that  it  is  fuch  as  I  have  juft  de- 
Jcribed  to  you,  or  as  you  would  wifli  it  to  be,  you 
will  prefently  agree  with  me,  that,  with  the  reftric- 
tions  I  add  thereto,  it  can  neither  wound  my  duly 
nor  your  delicacy.  I  adore  my  lady  (fulFer  me  yet 
this  once  to  ufe  fuch  an  expreffion,  the  fenfe  of  which 
will  be  prefently  unveiled  to  you,)  and  it  is  in  truth 
upon  the  fentiments  with  v.'hich  Ihe  has  infpired  me, 
that  all  the  views  I  have  formed  for  her  happinefs 
and  mine  do  roJ).  But  with  fo  much  penetration,  as 
I  know  you  to  have,  how  happens  it,  that  you  have 
not  all  at  once  unravelled  by  what  means  I  think  to 
obtain  my  happinefs  ?  I  muft  therefore  apprize  you 
without  going  about  the  bulh,  that,  refieding  on  the 
caprice' which  has  hurried  my  brother  into  fuch  af- 

fe<5lions  for  MademoiftJle  de  L ,  and  upon  the 

little  appearance  that  he  will  even  return  from  it,  I 
iiavc  thought  of  a  method  to  conciliate  the  honour  of 
nay  lady  with  the  fatisfaftion  of  Patrick,  and  the  in- 

terell 
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tereft  of  our  fan^ily  ;  that  is,  to  purfue  the  plan  of 
divorce  to  which  the  King  has  given  his  confent, 
but  without  robbing  my  hidy  of  the  name  ihe 
bears,  nor  you  "of  the  quality  of  her  brother- in- 
law. In  one  word,  left  I  Ihouid  find  this  to  be 
yet  obfcure,  he  openly  informed  me,  that  his  defigii 
was  to  efpoufe  Patrick's  wife,  and,  by  that  means, 
afford  his  brother  the  liberty  of  marrying  his  mif- 
trefs. 

Nothing  being. lefs  in  my  mind  than  the  unravel- 
ing this  plot,   the  fole  novelty  of  fo  ftrange  a  repre- 
fentation  had  put  me  on  my  guard  againtl  his  firll 
impreffions ;  and   from  the  tear  of  engaging  myfclf 
unieafonably,  I  (hould  perhaps  have  continued  with- 
out giving  him  an  anfwer.     But  Tenermili,  who  had 
not  fo  long  nurfed  his  projed  without  taking  ail  the 
informations   that  might  render  it   plaufible   in  hii 
own  eyes,  made  halle  to  foreftali  my  objections  by  a 
great  number  of  exad.plcs,  which  feemeJ  indeed  to 
remove  all  the  difliculties.     The  appiobation  of  the 
jchurch,  and  the  declfion  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  had 
confented  a  thouHind  times  to  give  a  fandion  to  ac- 
tions   ol    this    nature.     1   could  not   doubt   of  tJ»e 
truth  of  the  fa<5ts,  and  the  confidence  vv'ith  which 
1   heard  Tenermili   Ipeak,   madi  me  judge,  that  \\\ 
thefe  particulars  he  did  not  at  ail  rely  on  his  own  un- 
dcrftanding.     1  even  thought  I  had  a  glimpfe  of  his 
having  brought  my  lady  to  relifli  iiis  fentimcnts  and 
view*:;  and  this  conjecture  helped  all  at  once  to  ex- 
plain, as  well   the  tranquillity  il.e   had   lived  in  for 
ib'me  wctks,  as  the  facility  with  which  I  had  fceu  her 
receive  his  applications.     All  thcf*:  ideas,  ranging 
thcmfelves  in  order  before  me,  readily  led  me  to  wilh 
for  the  common  repofc  of  Finccr's  family  and  mine, 
that  a  projc<5l,  wherein  1  could  fee  nothing  that  ap- 
peared to  wound   any   luw,   and  which  dicw  aloncj 
with  it  the  happlncfs  of  fo  many  perfmb  dear  to  nic, 
could    be    executed    to   the    laiisladtion    cf   all   iho 
world.     If  any  embarrafrmcnt  rcinaiucd,   it  wai  on 
the  fide  of  Fincer;  for  the  trouble,  \.\\x\.  fi-.nn  his 
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,p,ame,  and  the  firft  news  of  his  arrival,  appeared  to 
Kie  to  have  been  railed  in  Tenermill,  was  a  proof, 
that  he  himfelf  had  apprehended  from  thence  fome 
obrtacle.  I  confined  myfelf  to  this  objection,  and  I 
faw  it  raade  him  thoughtful.  Kis  anfvver  laid  before 
me  other  explanations,  which  made  the  hopes,  that  I 
had  taken  up  upon  too  li^ht  .grouftd:i,  immediately 
vanifli. 

He  confefT^rd  he  had  writ  to  Fincer,  and  impat'ent- 
ly  waited  hib  anfwer  ;  but  that  this  diligence  in  com- 
ing to  Paris,  without  having  given  notice  o(  his  joiir- 
i;ey,  raifed  in  him  not  a  iew  alarms.  With  th&  defire 
and  hopes  of  bringing  him  over  to  his  interefts,  he 
Iiad  been  induced  to  write  to  him  by  very  p£)werful 
reafons.  In  the  mortal  dtjedion  and  fadnels  where- 
in he  had  fcen  my  lady,  he  thought,  faid  he,  that  to 
dry  up  her  tears,  as  much  as  to  difpofe  her  iufeniibly 
to  the  projtd  he  had  formed  without  her,participat,i- 
on,  it  was  neccfTary;  not  oiiJy  tohold  her  in  the  error, 
into  which  the  fpeedy  appearances  of  Patrick's  return 
had  caft  her  for  fome  moments,  but  even  to  fortify 
the  iliufion^  of  which  he  had  remarked  the  happy  ef- 
fect, by  iurnifhing  her  with  all  the  probabilities  Ute  was 
capable  of  receiving  It  was  moreover  in  concei  t  with 
Kis  brother,  whom  he  brought  into  an  approbation 
of  all  his  defigns,  that  he  had  at  firft  pretended,  that 
important  reafons,  which  were  the  coniequences  of  his 
duel  in  Ireland,  had  obliged  Patrick  to  go  afide  fud- 
denly,  and  keep  himfelt  concealed  a^t  Paris,  in  a  re- 
treat more  fecure  than  our  houfe.  Without  this  tirtl 
precaution,  iiiid  he,  it  would  have  been  impoffible  to 
i;>aks  my  lady  comprehend,  that  her  hufband,  who 
was  fo  ne;ir,  and  yet  ne;:^ledted  to  fee  her,  was,  in  re- 
liiity,  in  fuch  a  difpofuion  as  Ihe  had  began  to  flatter 
herlelfwith;  and  her  troubles,  that  were  abfolute- 
ly  capable  of  ruining  her  health,  v/ould  have 
returned  with  more  force  than  ever.  That  having - 
by  tliis  feint  reftored  her  to  fome  tr.inqulliity,  and 
the  msafures  he  had  taken  convincino^  him,  that  (lie 
could  net  be  eafiiy  undeceived,  he  had  accompllihed 

the 
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the  calming  of  her  mind,  by  Avearing  ta  her,. that  he 
was  employed  in  an  enterprizs  that  Ihould  foon  finiili 
all  her  troubles,  and  not  any  longer  give  her  roon\ 
to  fear  the  infidelity  of  Patrick.  He  proceeded,  thaC 
he  had  not  deceived  her,  fmce  he  had  written,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  Fincer,  to  propofe  to  him  the  diffoluti- 
on  of  an  unhappy  marriage,  and  to  approve  of  his 
fucceeding  to  tlic  rights  and  engagements  of  his  bro- 
ther. The  adventure  of  the  gat^den  happeniag  uii- 
expcifted.'y  at  the  time  of  thefe  circumftances,  he  had 
Hood  in  need  of  a  great  ma  ly  new  effv^rts  to  repair 
fiich  a  mifchievons  and  unfeafonable  accident;  and 
Heaven,  without  doubt,  had  ficondeJ  his  trouble, 
fince  he  could  not  conceive  hiirjfeif  by  v;hat  lucky  for- 
tune he  had  brouglit  it  to  a  good  Iliac.  But  the  af- 
cendant  he  had  obtained  over  her  by  the  conii-uial 
proofs  of  hi«  attachment,  and  the  confidence  witli 
which  he  had  infpired  her  by  his  promifes,  had  pre- 
Tailcd  over  her  mod  j. ill  fufpicions.  He  had,  more- 
over, aflided  himfslt  wiuh  a  new  artlBce,  by  acquaiat- 
ing  her  that  he  had  written  to  her  faihtr,  th:it  \\t  fjoii 
cxpe<fltd  an  anfwer  ;  and,  by  the  meafiires  he  had  f.i- 
ken,  he  could  pcrercpLoriiy  aluirc  lier  of  irarquiliity 
for  the  remainder  of  h.T  life  ;  ar.d  v»'ithout  h  ivin^^ 
ever  had  the  boldnefs  of  difcovering  to  her  lh»  bot- 
tom of  jils  projtdls,  iie  had  accnUomed  her  to  look 
on  him  a»  the  only  man  in  v/ltoin  Ihc  could  put  1:ei* 
truft,  and  from  whom  flie  could  expcd  fuccours  fu;t- 
able  to  her  niiiforiuncs. 

This  relation  becoming  too  tedious  for  my  impa- 
tience, I  interrupted  him  v/iih  t!;c  -zeal  of  a  thou- 
iand  thoughts,  that  croudod  on  my  heart  at  every 
circumftaiice.  It  iulftced  me  to  have  undcrftood,  thac 
my  fi(l:r  in  law  was  ignorant  of  all  thofc  glorious 
prijecls,  by  which  they  difpofed  of  her  wiih  fo  mncli 
confidence,  and  tHat  (he  would  look  on  them  as  r> 
many  extrava^^anti.iuiginations  which  would  vanilh  on 
the  fiift  explanation.  I  could  not  impute  a  criine  to 
Tcncnnlll  in  his  intenii ons,  an  I,  on  the  contrary,  rtjv.i- 
ced  to  fi  id  in  him  fo  declared  an  inclination  for  iier, 
that  '^xHf:  me  no  room  to  fear  h*  would  fcek  to  ^ivc  l^cr 
H  3  any 
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any  farther  vexation.  Ah  I  fro-ii  what,  faid  I,  diO 
you  flatter  yonrfelf,  that  my  lady  approves  your 
enterprize  and  inclinations  ?  I  fee  you  dit^ofe  of  her 
heart,  cf  her  fortune,  of  her  hand  ;  but  have  you 
confuked  her  ?  or,  at  leaft,  among  ail  your  fliifts  and 
doublings,  have  you  any  fo  powerful  as  to  promife 
you  to  bring  about  a  change  in  her  inclinations  ? 
He  caft  down  his  eyes  at  this  queftion.  Vou  fpeak, 
anfwered  he,  of  the  t>i'mg  that  caufes  all  my  in- 
«|uietude  and  torznent.  This  is  the  oaly  pKmie 
that  leaves  me  under  embarraf fluent.  And  is  il 
not  alfo  the  effential  point,  replied  1,  the  point  with, 
out  which,  all  your  enterprize  muft  pafs  in  your  own 
eyes  for  nothing  but  a  mere  chimera?  1  will  not 
conceal  from  you  my  opinion,  continued  I,  in  a  yet 
rsore  (bady  voice,  the  cafe  is  too  clear  to  give  me 
tie  ieafr  doubt.  If  yoa  had  by  your  addrefs,  or 
appJicatioriS,  prevailed  on  my  lady  to  relifh  your 
frojed,  1  Oiould  confefs  in  the  anguifli  of  my  foul, 
that,  confidering  the  diforders  of  our  family,  there 
vtrc  l^M?  reoiedies  from  whence  we  could  hope  for 
greater  advantages.  But  without  thii  condition, 
uhich  is  as  neceiUdry  to  jnllify  us  in  the  fight  of 
G)d  as  before  men,  I  cannot  approve  of  your  views, 
wliich  i  ilnJ  condc.i;:.cU  by  ail  the  lights  of  my 
underHanding,  and  I  promife  Heaven  to  oppoie 
with  all  my  power" thofe  odious  and  deteftable  me- 
diums, which  I  cannot  in  the  kai^  diHinguiih  from 
violence. 

I  got  up,  and  turned  my  back  to  him,  totakefome 
turns  about  the  chantber ;  and  the"  air  I  alTeded 
convinced  him  a3  mnc!^  as"  my  expreflions,  that  his 
endeavours  wcuid  be  fruitleis  to  infpire  me  v^^ith 
other  ideas.  He  continued  in  a  fiate  of  irrefolu- 
tlon  fcr  forne  moments.  Jiis  filence  and  embar- 
raffnent  reprefented  a  fight,  ^hich  was  a  novelty 
to  me  til)  that  time.  Seeinar  him  fo  fubmifiive  arid 
humble,  I  could  not  but  admire  the  power  of  the 
palli^^-ns,  and  that  thty  ihould  iiave  a  greater  empire 
one  over  the  other,  than  all  the  light  of  reafon. 
He,  ncvsrthslefs,  took  ur>  the  difcourf^  with  .Tiildr.efs, 

"  by 
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Sy  reprefeniing  to  me,  that,  independent  of  her  tafte, 
my  fifler  jnlaw  wouid  not  fail,  fooner  or  later,  to 
open  her  eyes  to  her  proper  interefts  ;  that  the  of- 
fers he  had  to  make  her,  being  thofe  from  whence 
Ihe  might  hope  for  tiie  greateft  happinefs  in  her  11- 
tuation,  it  was  impoffible  (ha  ihould  reje<5t  them,  when 
made  fenfible  of  their  neceilicy  ;  that  if  the  confent 
of  her  father  (hould  be  added  to  mine,  fucli  a  con- 
fent only  as  I  ihould  willingly  agree  to,  fhe  would 
find  herfelf  as  it  were  dragged  away  by  the  force 
of  authority  ;  finding  moreover  that  her  hufoand 
had  deceived  her  by  falfe  appearances  of  a  recon- 
ciliation, indignation  and  fpite  would  finlfh  what 
duty  and  reafon  had  began.  I  have  biit  one  fear, 
added  he,  and  that  is  wliat  the  arrival  of  Fincer 
has  given  me.  He  has  not  fent  me  an  anfwer.  The 
refolution  he  has  taken  of  coming  to  France,  with- 
out prepofTclTing  us  of  it  by  his  letters,  makes  me 
doubt  whether  he  be  not  oifended  at  my  propofals. 
The  filcnce  he  has  obfcrved  with  you  augments  my 
diflidencfe.  In  fine,  I  am  ignorant  how  to  condu6l' 
myfeif  towards  him,  and  I  even  fear  to  fee  him,  it 
you  do  not  firft  prepare  him  for  my  explanations, 
which  it  will  be  impofiible  for  me  to  avoid  in  our 
firll  interview. 

Far  from  rcfufing  this  commiQlon,  I  hugged  my- 
feif in  finding  in  him  for  the  fir(l  limc  fo  mucli 
docility  and  confidence  in  my  pains,  Vour  hopes 
fhall  not  be  deceived,  faid  I;  and  when  you  embrace 
the  fide  of  honour  and  rsafon,  you  ihali  never 
have  any  caufe  to  coniplain  of  my  real.  /Fhe  mii- 
tcry  you  have  dW'covcred  to  me  of  your  dcfign,  re- 
tards a  fervicc  that  I  fhould  already  have  done  you  > 
hut  being  myfeif  furpri/cd  at  the  arrival  of  Fiacer* 
I  thought  of  nothing  but  gettin;^  him  away  from 
this  place,  and  I  have  had  need  of  all  my  (kill  to 
dilguifc  from  him  my  cmbarrafrnent,  Teiicrmill  con- 
feil-d,  that  in  his  letter  he  had  not  only  rcqiicQed 
him  to  ccnc*al  his  projcdl  from  me,  but  prccautioned 
him  againft  my  curiofity,  from  hia  fear^  of  finding 
in  m:  an  oppofuioii  to  his  view*. 

H  4  What- 
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Whatever  eagernefs  I  had  to  return  to  Paris  wkh 
thefe  ecclalrciffaients,  I  thought  myftif  under  no  lefs 
obligation  to  prcpoffsfs  Patrick  with  an  accident, 
tliat  ought  to  oblige  him  to  obferve  fome  difcre- 
tion  and  caution,  to  which  he  had  become  in  a 
manner  infenfible,  at  leaft  until  the  time  of  hts 
divorce,  with  which  he  flattered  himfclf  even  more 
'  than  his  brother.  Tenermiil,  charmed  at  my  mods- 
ration  in  receiving  liis  Jaft  overtures,  promifed  to 
put  him  in  mind  of  what  he  owed  to  decency  ;  and 
not  doubling,  after  what  manner  foever  Fincer  fhouid 
take  thofe  things,  but  he  would  defire  fpeediiy  to  fee 
his  daughter,  was  the  firft  to  acknowledge,  that  un- 
der fuch  delicate  circumftances  we  (hould  Rot  ven- 
ture his   finding  Mademoifelle  de  L under  the 

fame  roof  with  my  ilfler  -  in  -  law.  There  was  no- 
thing in  the  manner  of  her  coming  there  that  couJd 
give  us  any  reproach,  and  hep  ficknefs  had  laid  us 
tinder  the  necefiity  of  fuiFering  her  to  continue  in  the 
houfe  ;  but  although  he  affured  me  (he  was  not  yet 
recovered,  the  motion  from  a  journey  fo  near  as  Pa- 
ris could  not  be  as  dangerous  as  her  departure  was 
iicceiTary.  Tenermiil  engaged  to  make  her  relifh  this 
reficiftion,  and  warranted,  that  it  ihould  be  no  lefs 
approved  by  his  brother. 

1  parted  with  thefe  hopes.  The  Count  de  S  > 
to  whom  the  impatience  of  Tenermiil  fcarce  fufFered 
ir.e  to  fpcuk  a  moment,  would  accompany  me  to 
Paris,  to  Ihew,  in  his  own  perfon,  the  honours  of 
his  houfe  to  Fincer.  We  made  great  fpeed  under 
the  perpetual  fear,  leaft  Fincer  fhouid  entertain  fome 
fufpicion  of  my  fair  dealing.  We  found  him  at  the 
Count's  houfe,  whether  he  had  conveyed  his  lug- 
gage. He  was  walking  about  under  great  diftur- 
bance.  Having  given  thanks  for  the  firft  civili- 
ties of  the  Count,  he  afked  his  kave  to  take  me 
afide  for  an  inftant.  As  I  did  not  expe<ft  he  would 
be  beforehand  with  me,  this  hafte  appeared  to  me 
to  cover  fome  myftery,  the  explanation  of  which  I 
waited  for  with  as  much  impatience  as  he  had  to 
give  it  me. 

Fincer, 
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Flncer,  during  the  interval  of  an  houi's  abfcice, 
had  learned,  that  a-11  my  farnHy  was  at  Saifons, 
when  he  went  to  it,  and  confequently  fufpetSted  ine 
of  feme  artifice  in  the  care  1  took  to  remove  him 
from  it.  This  thoui^ht,  joined  to  the  prepollcffions 
Tenermill  had  infpired  him  with  agninil  me  by 
his  letters,  and  poilibly  to  the  former  miilrufts  coni- 
iDunicaled  by  him  to  Dilnick  in  Ireland,  difpofed 
him  not  oniy  to  look  on  me  in  general  as  a  dan- 
gerous man^  but  to  think  me  particularly  interefled 
in  the  ruin  of  his  daughter.  He  knev/,  neverthe- 
lefs,  that  it  was  under  my  condud  ihe  had  come 
from  Ireland  to  France;  but  puLtir.g  no  bounds  to 
his  jealoufy,  he  imagined,  that  I  had  not  perfuaded 
her  to  leave  her  coan'ry,  but  for  the  fake  of  fuc- 
cecding  more  eafily  in  her  ruin,  when  Ihe  {houkl 
find  hcrfeif  without  defence  and  advice  in  a  flrango 
realm  ;  and  from  whatever  fource  he  drew  the 
fcheme  of  revenge,  wh  cli  he  afcribed  to  me,  he 
fuppofed  in  my  hatred  all  the  palfion  and  n>a!ig- 
nity,  of  which  people  commonly  accufe  church- mc:i. 
With  this  frighiful  idea  cf  my  chara<5ter,  his  re- 
fohuion  to  manage  me  with  Ibme  addrefs  was  a 
violence  he  did  himfelf  for  the  intereft  of  his  da'u'^h- 
ter  ;  and,  in  tliC  piivate  converfation  he  demanded, 
he  had  no  oth-^r  dcfign  than  to  found  my  difpoli- 
tions,  by  laying  me  under  a  necdli'y  of  explain- 
ing my  thou^'hts  on  the  ftate  of  my  f^imily,  I, 
who  believed  I  tad  as  ftrong  rrafons  to  wifii  to 
hear  hi:n,  thought  much  lefs  of  fordtal  ing  him  by 
n;y  overtures,  wiiich  might  have  been  ibiuci hlag 
difttrent  from  his  notions,  than  tr>  ^Mve  liim  full 
time  fur  apprizing  nic  with  what  he  had  at  the  bot- 
tom of  his  hQart. 

'IJie  tone  he  aHumtd  at  the  entrance  into  Ids  dif- 
courfe  had  nothing  in  it  either  paflloiiatc  or  bitter; 
but  his  inqnietude  and  vexation  were  viiibly  paiiu- 
cd  in  his  eyes.  You  caoriOt  be  ignorant,  iaid  Ji?, 
of  the  motives  that  have  brought  me  into  Franct.. 
The  misfortune  of  my  daughter  has  reached  ivy 
cars.     1  k^ow  ft:  has  four.d  nothing  bu:  a  prrpe- 


178         li'he  Dean  cj/Coleraine. 

^aal  foiirce  of  afHi<5Hon  and  bitternefs  ia  a  marriage, 
from  whence  (lie  might  have  expeded  ali  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  her  life,  and  the  jp.il  tendernefs  I  have 
for  her,  does  not  permit  me  to  be  indifferent  about 
her  fituation.  Then,  without  touching  on  Tenermiil's 
proje<5l,  he  entered  into  a  detail  of  ail  the  fubjtdls 
of  complaint  that  my  fiiler  -  in  -  law  had  received 
from  Patrick,  Diinick  had  informed  him  of  every 
particular  that  hadpafled  in  Ireland  5  and  Tenermir), 
apparently  to  give  a  greater  force  to  his  propofals, 
had  painted  to  him  the  difgufts  of  his  brother,  with 
fuch  touches  and  lineaments,  that  T  could  not  have 
any  diiScahy  in  knowing  the  pii?.ure. 

Judge,  added  he,  looking  at  me  with  a  fteady  eye, 
what  onght  to  be  my  alarms.  A  father  does  not;- 
confine  himielf  to  fears .  alone  for  his  daughter;  he 
nvuft  fee  her  fatisficd;  or  mufl  revenge  her.  But  you, 
continued  he,  whom  your  age  and  chara(5ler  feem 
to  bind  to  the  care  of  preferving  peace  and  order 
in  your  family,  how  has  it  happened,  that  you  have 
TiOt  flopped  thele  evils  which  have  taken  thtir 
birth  under  your  eyes  ?  Why  do  you  endure  that 
they  fhould  be  perpetuated?  What  has  my  daughter 
done  to  you?  I  fhail  fee  her,  without  doubt:  I 
ihall  learn  from  herfelf  what  her  crimes  arc.  But: 
if  you  have  unreafonabiy  made  her  unhappy,  do  not 
you  fear  the  refentment  of  a  father  injured  in  the 
perfon  of  her  whom  he  hold;  moft  dear  ?  He  would 
have  continued  in  the  fame  tone,  if  fuch  injurious 
reproaclies  had  not  made  m.e  forget  the  relolutiou 
1  had  taken  not  to  interrupt  him.  Far  removed 
ss  I  was,  from  penetrating  into  his  reafons,  I  flop- 
ped him  with  fuch  motions  of  grief,  as  ought  to 
have  been  fuHicient  to  have  given  him  a  more  jnft 
opinion  of  me  ;  but  his  mind  was  not  in  freedom 
enough  to  give  him  room  to  diflinguifh  thofe  marks 
of  integrity  and  innocence.  He  gave  but  little  at- 
tention to  my  troubie  j  and  rifing  from  his  chair 
vv/hile  I  was  labouring  to  j'lftify  myfelf,  he  walk- 
ed  at  a   great   rate   about   the  ch<imber,   as  if  he 
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dirdained  to  hear  my  excafes,  I  continued,  neverthe- 
lefs,  to  lay  before  him  every  thing  that  might  help  lo 
bring  hina  back  in  my  favour,  I  traced  ove  jin  few 
words  the  hii^ory  of  his  daughter's  marriage,  and  e» 
very  thing  I  had  done  in  it  to  compleat  her  happinefs, 
I  laid  a  itrefs  on  my  counfels,  my  fatigues,  and  the 
continual  lofs  of  my  repofe.  I  appealed  to  the 
teftimony  of  his  daughter  herfelf,  who  would  do 
ju(\i,ce  to  my  intentions,  and  from  whom  I  had  the 
vaniiy  to  think  that  eflerai  and  friendlhip  were  due 
to  my  fervices.  He  heard  me,  notwiihftanding  the 
dirtdation  he  feemed  to  ihew  in  turning  from  me 
his  face,  and  {hurting  hi?  ears  to  my  j'lftification. 
Drawing  near  again,  he  interrupted  mc  In  his  turn, 
and  the  qii'^ftions  he  aflted  g3ive  me  an  opportu- 
nity of  fpeaking^to  him  of  Icnermiil.  The  heat 
in  which  I  was  engaged  in  my  own  defence,  did 
not  pr.vent  me  from  reflsiJling,  that  I  had  not  yet 
drawn  any  light  upon  the  principal  interell  thai' 
I  ought  to  unravel.  Yen  will  fooiier  or  later  know 
me,  faid  I,  in  order  to  force  him  at  length  to  open 
himfeif ;  and  you  will  know  from  Tenermill  himfell, 
in  whom  you  acknowledge  fo  much  Jove  and  zeal 
lor  your  daughter,  wheth-'r  I  have  any  reproach. 
10  fear  from  her,  or  from  thofe  who  interell  them- 
felves  in  her  happinefs. 

This  incident  appearmg  to  me  to  awaken  his  cn- 
riofity,  1  took  ad/antage  of  his  filence  to  add,  thaC 
Tenermill,  who  already  knew  of  his  arrival,  dcfired 
impatiently  to  fee  him,  and  that  he  had  imparted  to 
mc  his  viev.'s  for  re-efliblilhing  the  peace  of  our  two 
families.  But  that  by  which  I  had  thought  proper  to  in - 
fpire  in  him  more  confidence  for  me,  appeared  to  him 
a  new  proof  of  my  ililli  nulation.  He  cf)uld  not  call 
into  his  mind  that  Tenermill  himfclf  hail  exhortetl 
him  to  be  upon  his  guard  againfime,  without  ima- 
gining*, that,  from  fome  noiion  of  his  dcli.';r.s,  I  w;is 
endeavouring  dcxtrouHy  to  penetrate  into  hib  fccret. 
He  did  not  anfwcr  me  a  word  on  this  head,  and 
caftiug  oil  me  a  look  of  indignation  that  made  me 
comprehend  how  far  removed  1  was  from  touching 
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his  heart  ;  if  my  Lord  Tenermill,  faid  he,  knew 
where  I  am,  he  would  not  be  fo  flow  in  coming  to 
me,  and  I  (hould,  without  doubt,  have  i^tw  my  daugh- 
ter with  him  here.  Apparently  there  are  reafons  tor 
hindering  me  from  feeing  them  ;  but  I  know  h6w 
to  oYsrcome  the  obftacles.  He  then  quitted  me 
haftily  to  return  to  the  Count,  who  continued  in  the 
next  chamber.  I  followed  with  an  intention  of  flop-- 
ping  him,  and  not  being  able  to  overtake  him,  I 
made  a  thoufand  ufelefs  efforts  to  perfuade  him, 
that  he  had  fome  intereft  in  granting  me  yet  a  mo- 
ment's converfation.  He  addrelfed  himfelf  to  the 
Count,  who  appeared  furpris^ed  at  our  agitations  \ 
and  without  giving  the  lead  attention  to  my  rc- 
queft,  he  aiked  him  in  a  conftrained  voice,  if  he  might 
have  any  hopes  of  foon  feeing  his  daughter  ?  The 
Count  was  embarraffcd  at  this  queftion.  Without 
being  fiifficiently  inftru<5t£d  in  all  circumftances  he 
knew  well  enough  what  had  pkfled  at  Saifons,  to 
imagine  eafily  that  the  pretence  of  Fincer  could  pro- 
duce any  thing  but  trouble.  His  anfwer  was,  that, 
my  lady  beginning  to  recover,  fhe  would  not  be 
long  before  ^^  came  to  Paris  to  embrace  her  fa- 
ther. 

I  again  laid  hold  of  this  moment  to  renew  my 
inftances.  Come,  faid  I  friendly  to  Fincer,  I  hav« 
a  thoufand  things  to  tell  you,  that  wi;l  difflpate 
your  inquietude.  Put  a  confidence  in  the  prouiifes 
of  an  honeft  man.  And  feting  that  nothing  cculd 
moTe  him  ;  fuffcr  rne  added  I,  to  fpeak  to  you 
openly  before  the  Count ;  he  is  devoted  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  our  family  j  our  fecrets  cannot  be  placed 
in  better  hand*.  He  feeii.ed  to  be  under  apprehcn- 
fions  led  I  fliould  in  reality  explain  rayfelf  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Count,  and  begging  me  to  keep  with» 
in  myfelf  all  ihc  motions  ol  my  zeal,  he  fell  up. 
on  indifferent  matters,  which  in  fpite  of  me  gave  a 
new  turn  to  the  converfation. 

During  nr.ore  than  an  hour  of  fuch  trifling  con- 
-v^rfatioiij  1  couid  not  but  admire,  hew  capable  he 

was 
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was  of  fo  much  conftraint,  and  I  afked  of  myfelf  iu 
what  it  might  end.  Neverthelefs,  T  was  in  hopes 
it  would  continue  till  night  ;  and  my  refolution  thea 
was  to  return  to  Saifons,  and  give  an  account  to  Te- 
nerniiil  of  the  forrowful  fuccefs  of  my  cares.  I 
was  determined  alfo  to  op^n  the  matter  to  my  fiRer^ 
in  law,  and  I  flatrer'd  myfelf  that  I  Ihould  intereft 
her  in  the  unravelling  of  an  adventure,  from  whence 
I  began  to  fear  fome  unhappy  cmfequences.  In  the 
midll  of  the  trouble  that  all  thefe  ideas  raif^^d  iu 
me,  a  lacquey  came  to  give  us  notice  of  the  arrival 
of  my  lady  and  of  my  Lord  Tenermill.  I  heard  in- 
deed the  rattling  of  a  coach  co:r/ing  into  the  court. 
A  thunder- bolt  falling  at  my  feet,  would  not  have 
given  me  lefs  fear.  I  got  up  in  the  greateft  hurry 
to  meet  them,  and  did  not  confider  whether  I  gave 
Fincer  room  to  accule  me  of  want  ©f  manners, 

I  had  hopes  to  learn  from  Tenermill  what  might 
bring  him  to  Paris  without  my  knowledge,  and  above 
all  with  my  filler  in  law,  in  regard  to  whom  it  was 
of  importance  not  to  txpofe  her  with  fo  few  pre- 
cautions to  the  queflions  and  (hiftings  of  her  father, 
and  to  prepofffs  him  of  the  difpcfition  of  Fincer, 
Irom  which  I  could  promife  myfelf  nothing  more 
favourable  for  him  than  for  Patrick.  But  he  had 
fcarce  perceived  me,  till  wlth()ut  fibking  his  voice, 
a-id  wiiliout  llepi'ir.g  afide  from  my  lady,  vhom 
he  Jctl  by  the  hand,  he  coi.jured  me  to  go  inftiinlly 
to  Saifons,  where  my  prcft:nce  was  neccffiry,  and  to 
turn  over  to  him  tne  ctre  of  managing  Fincer.  I 
opened  jijy  mouth  to  lay  before  him  my  difHculries, 
He  did  not  give  me  time  to  finifii  what  1  had  to  fay; 
and  palling  by  me  haitily  without  making  an  anfwer, 
he  threw  himfelf  i:ito  the  arms  ot  Fincer,  who  fol- 
lowed at  my  hctU  with  the  Count. 

The  tone  of  his  voice,  in  which  he  prayed  me 
to  be  gone,  was  fo  carncft,  that  I  did  not  cnce  die- 
llberatc,  whether  I  ought  to  have  {^  much  coraplai- 
f.incc  for  him.  What  opinion  focver  1  aluays  had 
of  his  charadler,  I  confidercd  he  was  more  inlcrcflcd 
Ulan  I  iu  uaravclling  of  fo  Orange  an  adventure, 

and 
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and  would  not  have  fo  raflily  engaged  himfelf  in  it, 
without  fome  reafon  to  reckon  upon  the  fucceft  of 
his  enterprize.  The  coaimiffion  he  charged  rae  with 
was  no  lefs  obfcure ;  but  I  knew  at  leaft  with  whom 
I  had  to  treat,  and  in  whatever  difpofition  I  might 
find  Mademoifelle  de  L —  and  Patrick,  1  had  nothing 
to  fear  but  the  difficulties  I  might  find  in  oppafing 
myfelf  to  their  tendernsfs  or  refolutiohs.  I  went  away. 
My  reflexions  while  I  was  on  the  road  did  not  roll 
upon  any  thing  but  the  motives  that  could  engage 
Tenermill  into  fo  precipitate  a  ll:ep,  and  my  attention 
not  hitting  upon  the  reafon  that  might  have  appear- 
ed naturally  to  me,  I  arrived  at  Saifons  lander  all  my 
uncertainties. 

Patrick  was  not  ignorant  either  of  the  departure 
of  Tenermill,  cr  the  arrival  of  Fincer.  I  found  hioi 
at  the  gate  of  our  houfe,  and  the  joy  he  difcovered 
en  feeing  me  made  me  judge  pf  the  impatierce  he 
had  in  waiting  for  me.  He  cleared  up  all  at  once 
tny  doubts,  by  apprizing  me,  that  in  my  abfence  Itis 
brother  had  received  an  exprefs  from  Fincer,  de- 
firing  hiai  to  go  to  him  immediately  to  the  Count's 
houfe  with  his  daughter,  and  that  he  had  treated 
him  in  his  letter  with  fo  much  confidence  and  friend- 
fnlp,  that  he  had  not  the  lead  hefitation  in  going 
there  upon  this  flattering  appearance.  My  firfl 
queftion  related  to  my  filler  in-iaw.  Is  (he  gone 
without  feeing  you,  faid  I  to  Patrick  ?  She  believed 
I  was  gone  myfelF,  anfwered  he:  and  although  I  ne* 
gle(Sed  to  learn  from  Tenermill  by  what  art  he  had 
fettled  her  mind,  yet  her  countenance,  which  I  pri- 
vately obferved  at  her  departure,  carried  in  It  no 
marks  of  inquietude.  But,  added  he,  with  an  air 
of  fatisfadion  that  he  had  not  fnewn  for  a  long 
time  before,  (he  was  not  the  only  perfon  here  v.'ho  had 
caufe  to  abandon  herfelf  to  joy.  I  was  informed  by 
my  brother,  that  he  has  communicated  to  you  the 
defign  with  which  Heaven  has  infpired  him  for  our 
happinefs.  You  know  it,  added  he,  embracing  me 
with  tranfports  ;  this  is  the  way  to  repair  all  the 
€yU  you  have  done,  and  to  maks  me  for  ever  the 
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happleft  of  m?n.  I  had  a  diiHcnlty  to  diTci^agc 
rayfelf  from  his  ar.-ns,  in  which  he  yet  hugged  ms 
clofe.  I  looked  on  him  for  fome  time  without  mak- 
ing him  any  anfvver,  and  the  air  with  which  I  held 
my  eyes  fixed  on  his  ought  to  have  made  him  fcn- 
fible,  that  my  mind  was  not  in  as  much  frecdcrn 
a&  his.  At  length,  opening  my  mouth  with  a  figh  ; 
under  the  perpetual  trouble,  faid  I,  into  which  you 
have  caft  me,  I  am  ignorant  myfelf  what  I  have  to 
condemn,  or  what  to  approve  :  And  laying  hold  of 
his  hand  to  lead  him  to  take  a  turn  in  the  gar- 
den, I  began  to  aik,  what  part,  he  had  taken  in  his 
brother's  projeds,  when  1  found  ;incthcr  fubjcd  of 
furprize  by  difcovering  Mademoifelle  de  L — ,  who 
advanced  nimbly  towards  us  wiih  my  lifter.  Her  face 
appeared  fo  plump,  and  of  fuch  a  lively  carnation. co- 
lour, that  I  could  fcarce  perfuade  myfelf  (he  was  jud 
recovered  from  a  fit  of  ficknefs  fo  dangerous  as  they 
had  reprefented  to  me.  I  never  in  my  life  before  faw 
her  in  fuch  a  good  plight  of  body,  and  with  fuch  a 
frcflmefs  and  cicarncfs  in  her  complexion.  Patrick 
and  Rofe,  who  perceived  my  amazement,  looked  on 
one  another  with  a  fnile,  which  made  me  fufpcct 
fome  part  (jf  the  truth.  I  explained  myfelf  enough 
to  oblige  them  to  coufefs,  that  Mademoifelle  dc  L — 
l.ad  been  a  long  time  recovered,  and  that  the  con- 
tinuation of  her  licknefs  had  been  a  concerted  feiur, 
lo  give  them  a  more  free  enjoyment  of  the  pieafurcs 
of  feeing  her. 

What  frivolous  amufements  were  thefe  under  our 
ciicumftances,  and  what  omen  could  I  draw  to 
ground  their  conduct  on  !  1  was  no  lofs  out  of  coun* 
icniuice  at  the  air  of  joy  that  reigned  among  them. 
Was  this  a  feafon  to  give  thcmfelvts  up  to  fuch  ua- 
fcttl;:dncfs  and  wandering;  and  did  not  they  owe  me 
at  Isaft  other  regards  and  management,  when  they 
could  not  doubt  bur  my  dilpc  fition  was  entirely  dif- 
ftrent  from  theirs?  I  was  )ct  ignorant  in  what  par* 
ticulars  Tencrmill  thought  my  prefence  and  cares  ne» 
ce(fary  ;  but  I  faw  only  too  much  occafion  they  had 
for  a  guide  j  and  I  trtmbhd  that,  they  had  nat  pra- 

deace 
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dence  enough  remaining  among  them  all  to  perceive 
the  advantage  they  might  draw  from  my  aclvice.  In 
fine,  not  hoping  to  procure  myfelf  (as  loon  as  I  de« 
fired)  a  private  converfadon  with  Patrick,  and  flat- 
tering myfelf  yet  lefs,  after  the  experience  I  had  of 
his  wilfulnefs,  that  I  (houid  be  ab'e  to  affume  any 
empire  over  him,  I  contented  myfelf  to  demand  of 
them,  what  were  their  views,  and  what  they  promi^- 
fed  themfelves  from  the  arrival  of  Fincer,  and  the  de- 
parture of  my  lady.  Patrick  anfwered,  that  his  hopes 
appeared  from  henceforth  to  be  too  well  eftablilhed 
to  make  a  fecret  of  them  to  nse  ;  that  my  lady,  urged 
by  the  abfolute  command  of  her  father,  would  doc  re- 
fufe  her  confent  to  their  divorce  ;  and  that  Tenermill* 
who  placed  his  whole  happlnefs  in  efpouling  her,  be- 
ing in  a  condition  to  afford  her  thofe  pleafures  which 
fhe  had  not  found  in  her  firft  marriage,  no  body  in 
the  world  could  condemn  a  ftep,  that  would  appear 
grievous  to  hirafeif,  if  he  had  fought  any  thing  by 
it  but  his  own  intereft. 

By  fuppofmg  the  confent  of  my  filler  in-law,  I 
could  in  reality  find  nothing  abfolutely  condsmnable 
in  this  anfwer.  But,  what  appearance  was  there,  that 
Ihe  (hould  furrender  herfelf  fo  eali!y  tothe  commands 
of  her  father,  and  even  what  certainty  that  Fincer 
was  difpoied  to  lay  fuch  rigorous  ones  on  her  ?  1  well 
knew  that  ihe  had  been  amufed  with  a  thoufand  falfe 
hopes  by  the  addrefs  of  renermili,  who,  neverthe* 
hfs,  propofed  to  himfelf  after  this  manner,  both  to  ■ 
alleviate  fome  part  of  her  grief,  and  infenfibiy  make 
a  progrefs  in  her  heart,  by  rendering  herfelf  mailer 
of  her  confidence.  She  had  fuffered  herfelf  to  be  per- 
fwaded  of  the  abfence  of  her  hufband,  which  ftill  con- 
tinued a  pretence.  She  had  believed  that  the  prefence 
of  her  father  would  contribute  to  the  eltabilDiment  of 
her  repofe  ;  and,  upon  the  news  of  his  arrival,  (hfi 
had  eagerly  wilhed  to  go  to  Paris  to  fee  him.  But 
can  the  illufion  endure  a  long  time  ?  And  fince  Tener- 
mill  had  himfelf  confefied,  that  in  all  the  famiiiarrty  . 
be  had  with  her,  he  never  affumed  the  boldnefs  once 
to  pronounce  the  name  of  lowsf  ought  I  to  iipagine. 
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rhat  he  would  find  her  difpofed  to  hearken  to  him, 
as  ibon  as  he  (liould  open  his  mind  freely  enough  to 
propofe  10  her  his  hand. 

NevertheJefs,  this  care  Icfs  immediately  regarding 
me,  as  long  as  fhe  was  under  the  protedion  of  her 
father,  I  gave  Patrick  an  aalwer,  that  flattered  his 
ientiments  without  betraying  my  own.  Do  not 
doubt  in  the  ieaft,  faid  I,  but  that  your  happinefa, 
and  that  of  your  brcrhcr,  are  equally  the  objed  of  my 
views.  But  let  us  take  care,  that  nothing  enters  into 
ihsm,  that  may  be  to  us  a  reproach.  My  Lord  Tener- 
mill  has  pre(ied  n)e  to  leave  Paris  to  rejoin  you.  I  am 
deceived  if  he  did  not  think,  that  liie  rcfidence  of 
Mademoifeile  de  L  ■  at  Saifons-  is  not  fo  proper 
for  her,  fince  you  only  are  here  alone  with  her. 
No,  no,  interrupted  Patrick  ;  if  my  brother  has  re- 
queued you  to  come  to  us,  it  is  with  another  view, 
the  explanation  of  which  we  have  agreed  together 
to  defer  to  another  feafon  ;  and  we  have  thoupht, 
added  he,  that  your  prcfence  and  that  of  my  fiiier 
will  be  fufficitnt  here  to  Iheiter  us  from  all  fufpi- 
cions  of  flander.  I  know  not,  replied  I,  to  what  end 
my  prefence  may  ferve,  but  I  think  my  filler  is 
under  an  abfolutc  neceflity  to  go  to  Paiis.  I  infixed 
u;)on  ihic  necelTity  from  the  pcrfwafmn  I  was  in  that 
decency  had  been  but  too  long  violated  by  an  evil 
that  I  would  feign  now  put  a  ftop  to  ;  and  rejjre- 
iciiling  to  my  fifter  all  the  reafcns  which  onght  to  in- 
duce her  immediately  to  follow  her  hufband,  I  added, 
in"  order  to  give  more  force  to  my  advice,  that  I 
eould  not  mylclf  anlwer  what  time  I  iliould  pafs  at 
Sailons.  Ac  length  they  fubmiitcd  to  my  reafons. 
MademoifcUe  dc  L—  went  away  with  my  filler, 
who  nndertdok  to  fct  her  down  at  her  own  houfc. 
1  had  an  extreme  difficulty  to  with  hold  Pairick. 
He  was  afraid  of  wounding  good  manners  and  love 
in  letting  his  miftrefs  go  away  without  wailing  oa 
her  as  (ar  as  Paris. 

Weak  brother  !  With  what  compafllon  did  his  weat- 
nels  infpire  me!  But  was  1  irfs  to  be  pi:icd  than  he  : 
1,  who  wa^  bccooie  as  ic  were  the  fporc  oi  inconfule- 

ratfe. 
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rate  youth,  and  who  had  juft  endured  the  afFronts  and 
fcorn  of  a  man,  whom  I  knew  fo  little  as  I  did  Fincer  ? 
The  ardour  of  charity  made  me  brook  them  with 
patience ;  and,  by  the  fame  principle,  I  ought  to  forgeC 
ali  the  reafons  I  had  to  ilacken  in  my  zeal  for  Pa- 
trick. I  knew  no  further  remedy  to  touch  his  heart ; 
and  fince  he  had  failed  in  all  the  refpeA  he  owed,  at 
lead  to  my  chara<5ter,  I  plainly  forefavv  I  had  no 
more  to  hope  from  his  reafon,  no  more  than  from 
the  tendernefs  of  blood/  Neverchelefs,  I  could  not 
renounce  the  confolation  I  received  in  having  fulfilled 
taj  duty  ;  and  the  mod  jud  refentments  never  yeC 
made  me  ponder  whether  I  ought  to  repay  the  out- 
rages of  an  ungrateful  family  by  indifference  and  for- 
getfalnefs.  Tiie  grace  of  Heaven,  faid  I,  to  fupport 
luyfeif  under  the  bitternefs  of  my  heart,  perhaps 
waits  the  moment  it  has  fixed  to  call  them  home  to 
themfeJves.  Perhaps  Heaven  has  faftened  their  con- 
verfion  to  fome  method,  which  is  to  me  as  yet  un- 
known. I  will  not  leave  off,  to  urge,  to  prefs,  to 
drive  againft  them  What  I  cannot  gain  by  my  ad- 
vice and  reproaches,  I  may  perhaps  obtain  by  m/ 
tears,  and  may  flop  them  by  my  cries. 

The  languor  into  which  i  faw  Patrick  fall  after  the" 
departure  of  Madcmoifelle  de  JL — ,  gave  me  ftronger 
reafons  than  ever  to  know  the  ftrength  of  his  paffion. 
Scarce  had  he  the  complaifanee  to  give  me  the  ecclair- 
ciffments  I  demanded  of  him  upon  divers  circumftan- 
ces  of  the  conduct  and  projet^t  of  his  brother.  He  him- 
felf  was  ignorant  of  one  part  of  it,  and  as  to  that 
which  he  was  in  a  condition  to  inform  me  of,  I  knewy 
from  the  extent  and  ileadinefs  of  Tenermill's  view?, 
that  the  embarrafTment,  in  which  1  imagined  1  had 
furprifed  him  in  the  two  converfations  I  had  with  him, 
proceeded  lefs  from  a  principle  of  weaknefs,  than  from 
a  fear  he  had  of  letting  me  difcover  too  much.  He 
loved,  and  the  expreffions  of  his  tendernefs  were  not 
too  much  exaggerated.  But  ambition  as  muc.i  as  love 
had  entered  into  his  views.  His  fortune^  fuch  as 
King  James  had  given  him,  was  not  fuincient  to 
gratify  his  proje«5ts  of  edabiilhinent.     His  thoughts 

were 
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were  to  augment  it  by  an  advantageous  marriage  j 
and  haughty  even  to  a  degree  of  making  a  torment 
of  the  fubmiflions  to  which  he  muft  reduce  himfelF 
in  pleafing  a  French  lady,  he  had  taken  up  a  notion, 
that  it  would  be  a  more  eafy  and  (hort  method  to  in- 
finuate  himfelf  into  the  efti;em  of  his  brother's  wife, 
with  a  kind  of  affurance  of  obtaining  her  hand  and 
fortune,  at  leaft  when  fhe  fhould  be  countenanced  by 
the  authority  of  her  father,  and  that  fae  fliould  be- 
gin to  dcfpair  of  the  return  of  her  hufband.  The 
charms  oi  a.  woman  fo  amiable  had,  neverthekfs, 
made  a  lively  imprcfTion  on  his  heart ;  and  that  was 
it  he  called  his  happincfs,  to  have  fo  luckily  found  an 
opportunity  of  conciliating  his  love  and  fortune ; 
but  in  opening  himfelf  to  me  upon  the  fubjeft  of  his 
love,  he  difcovered  only  the  moiety  of  the  intereft 
with  which  he  was  moved. 

In  this  manner,  although  by  darts,  and  every  timtf 
with  fome  interruptions,  I  drew  from  Patrick  a  great 
number  of  hints,  that  aided  me  in  penetrating  into 
thofe  with  which  he  refufed  to  acquaint  me,  or 
which  perhaps  he  did  not  know  himfelf.  I  did  not 
mention  a  word  to  him  of  my  fifter-in-law.  It  was 
in  a  manner  a  point  uncontroverted,  that  his  heart 
muft  never  foften  for  her ;  and  the  fcene  had  been  fo 
changed,  that  in  confulring  mine,  I  knew  no  longer 
on  what  fide  I  nught  to  turn  my  de fires.  I  lliould  have 
advifed  him,  if  he  had  given  me  time  for  it,  to  put 
himf.If  on  his  guard  againft  a  paflion  that  did  rot 
difcover  itfelf  but  by  ravings  and  immoderaie  exctfles ; 
and  fince  he  had  fo  ireciy  fiibmitted  himfelf  a  fl.ive  to 
love,  I  (hould  have  exhorted  him  at  lead  to  wear  his 
chains  with  more  fortitude  and  dignity.  But  the  day 
after  the  departure  of  his  mifticfs,  difq'iietcd  In  all 
appearance  for  her  abftnce,  and  f<.ized  with  a  defiic 
of  feeing  her  again,  he  left  Saifons  without  imparling 
his  intentions  to  me.  My  licqiey,  who  met  hicu 
by  chance,  received  from  his  inotith  an  order  toad- 
vcrtifc  me  of  his  departure,  wiih  fome  clvi!  compli- 
ments, which  that  oppyrlunity  Jonc  made  hiifi  tc» 
member  to  fend  mc. 

My 
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My  continual  troubles  had  accuftomed  me  infenfi- 
b]y  10  receive  the  mod  grievous  ftrokes  without 
emotions.  Nevertheleis,  not  being  able  to  look  on 
this  new  incident  as  a  thing  indifferent,  1  thou^^ht 
immediately  to  get  on  horre-b:ick,  to  follow  this 
filly  brother,  and  force  him,  if  it  were  poffible,  to  re- 
turn  to  the  place  he  had  left.  His  abfence  on  a  day, 
wherein  he  might  every  moment  expecfl  to  receive 
from  his  brother  fom^  important  news  to  decide  his 
fate,  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  monftrous  forgetful-  , 
nefs,  which  could  not  proceed  but  from  the  laii  ex- 
cefs  of  blindnefs.  How  could  I  imagine  he  could  pro- 
pofe  any  thing  to  himfelf  more  interefti-.ig,  than  his 
Jove,  which  appeared  by  this  cG-du£l  Lo  pofiefs  the 
entire  man  ?  Neverthelefs,  the  fear  of  provoking  hita 
by  my  zeal,  made  me  choofe  to  charge  my  lacquey 
with  a  coramiffion,  which  I  thought  too  difficult  for 
rayfelf.  I  dropped  upon  paper  the  fird  refieilions 
that  came  into  my  mind,  and  hallened  Jacin  away 
with  my  letter  :  I'his  lacquey,  whofe  underftanding 
and  difcretion  I  before  remarked,  was  not  only  cap- 
able of  making  more  fpeed  than  I,  but  if  he  did  not 
overtake  him  on  the  road,  he  had  dire<flions  to  pulk 
forward  to  Paris,    and  give  him  my  letter  in  the  pre- 

feace  <^i  Madenioifclle  de  L ,  whom  I  had  a  mind 

to  intereft  by  this  ftep,  to  force  him  herfelf  to  return 
the  fame  way  again. 

I  was  expe(5ting  his  return,  when  I  received  two 
ktters  by  an  exprefs-,  one  from  Fincer,  and  the  cthtr 
from  my  Lord  Tenermill,  Out  of  Impatience  I  open- 
ed them  both  fucccfllvely,  without  being  able  to  de- 
termine which  1  fiiould  read  firfl.  Hov.'ever,  I  gave 
the  preference  to  my  brother's,  and  found  from  the 
firft  lines  that  he  was  at  the  top  of  his  defires, 
fmce  he  began  upon  congratulations  upon  his  hap- 
pinefs;  feconded,  faid  he,  by  paternal  auchority,^ 
he  at  length  triumphed  over  the  refiftances  of  the 
amiable  Sarah  Fincer  ;  and  the  confent  obtained  from' 
her  for  a  divorce,  had  been  difpatched  according  to 
the  moft  legal  forms.  The  King,  before  whom  he 
had  immediately  hid  it,  had  confirmed  it  by  his  ap- 
probation, 
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probation,  and  two  Englifh  bifliops  at  the  court  of 
St  Germain  had  given  to  it  the  ecclefiaftical  fanc- 
tion.  Fearing,  left  any  doubt  ihould  remain  with 
me,  he  had  lent  me,  in  the  fecond  page  of  his  let- 
ter, a  copy  of  Sarah's  confent,  and  of  the  ecclefialH- 
cal  a<5l  of  St  Germain,  counter  figned  by  Fincer, 
who  teftified  to  me  alfo  the  fame  thing  in  his  letter. 
Thus,  Heaven  and  men  agreeing  to  favour  his  en- 
terprife,  nothing,  added  he,  remained,  but  to  put  an 
end  to  it  by  a  double  ceremony,  of  which,  it  was  but 
juft  I  fhouid  be  the  minifler :  As  the  difference  of 
our  refidence  made  no  diftindion  in  the  rights  and 
ufages  of  our  nation  from  thofe  of  France,  there  was 
no  necellity  of  making  any  apph'cation  to  the  French 
bifhops  to  obtain  their  difpenfation,  which  had  been 
already  clearly  enough  granted  by  the  ad  of  the  two 
Knglilh  prelates.  He  then  conjured  me  fpeediiy  to 
gi-ve    the  nuptial  benedidion  to  Patrick  and  Made- 

moifelle  de  L .  That  it  was  with  this  view  he  had 

fo  carneftly  recommended  to  me  the  evening  before 
to  go  to'  baifons,  and  that  1  could  not  ufe  too  much 
diligence  in  removing  from  Sarah  Fincer  all  thofe 
appearances  of  hope,  that  (he  yet  had  of  the  former 
incliiiation  of  her  heart.  That  after  haying  united 
the  happy  couple  with  me,  I  (hould  come  in  all  haOe 
to  Paris,  to  accomplifh  the  gof  d  fortune  of  our  fa- 
mily by  joining  him  to  a  lady  whom  only  he  loved. 

Finccr'fc  letter,  which  all  my  fiuprife  did  nothin- 
der  me  from  reading  imcnediately,  contained  an  effec- 
tual confirmation  of  all  thele  articles,  with  fome  apo- 
logies for  the  ofFcnfive  treatment  he  had  given  me 
from  falfc  prcpj.ffelfion,  for  whicii  he  reproached  him- 
felf,  and  promifcd  to  rep  ur  by  an  cflecni  and  Iricnd- 
fliip  without  rcfjrve. 

Who  cannot  imagine  here,  that  my  firft  motions, 
were  nothing  but  tranfports  of  joy,  and  that  I 
thought  myltlf  at  the  end  of  ail  niy  trouble3  ?  1  for 
fome  moments  ufed  my  utmoll  cndravours  to  pcr- 
fwade  myf'elf  to  it ;  and  raking  the  circumftances  of 
my  brr.ther's  lctrc4-  in  the  mofl  favourable  fcnfc,  I 
couatenanced^  as  much  as  I  cuuld,  the  idea  jie  gave 

4nc 
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me  of  our  happinefs.  I  found  without  queftlon  a 
little  precipitation  in  his  defines,  and  although  1  could 
not  doubt  the  truth  of  thofe  inftruments,  of  which  he 
fent  me  the  copy,  yet  I  was  not  of  his  opinion,  that, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  King  and  the  two  Eng- 
lifli  prelates,  we  might  altogether  withdraw  our- 
felves  from  the  authority  of  the  diocefan  bifliop. 
But  his  hafte  appeared  to  me  to  be  well  juftified  from 
the  reafon  he  gave  ;  and  as  we  were  near  to  the  ec- 
clefiaftical  tribunal  of  Paris,  I  forefaw  as  little  delay 
as  difficulty  in  obtaining  thofe  licences,  and  indul- 
gences, which  are  eftablifhed  by  ufage.  Moreover, 
they  would  fhorten  their  forms  in  a  cafe  of  exigency  ; 
and  I  had  known,  that,  in  favour  of  rank  and  quality, 
or  from  the  importance  of  circumftances,  they  fome- 
times  relaxed  a  part  of  their  difcipline  :  Thus,  tHe 
objeftions  that  my  delicacy  could  form  againft  the 
propofal  of  Tenermill,  appeared  to  me  eafy  to  over- 
throw, Neverthelefs,  after  thefe  very  reflections,  one 
doubt  remained,  that  neither  proceeded  from  the 
nature  or  difficulties  of  my  commiffion,  and  which 
diminiflied  much  of  the  ardour,  that,  as  it  feemed  to 
me,  I  ought  to  (how  in  fatisfying  Tenermill.  In  my 
furprife,  I  'sxamined,  if  this  trouble  was  not  a  weak- 
jiefs  of  felf-love,  which  made  me  feel  fome  vexation 
for  the  ruin  of  my  handy-work,  and  to  look  on  the 
fuccefs  of  an  enterprize  oppofite  to  all  mine,  as  an 
eternal  ftain  on  my  prudence.  This  thought,  which 
made  rae  fear  I  had  given  an  entrance  to  pride  into 
my  heart,  might  poffibly  have  obliged  me  on  the 
fpot  to  have  facrificed  all  my  repugnances  to  it,  if 
Patrick  had  been  at  Saifans ;  and  1  took  occafion  from 
it  to  difpatch  a  fecond  courier  after  him,  to  prefs 
him  at  leaft  to  come  and  deliberate  with  me  upon  an 
incident,  of  which  I  did  not  fancy  he  had  got  fo  ear- 
ly an  account.  I  inclofed  in  my  letter  that  of  his  bro- 
ther, and  advifed  him  to  go  to  the  bilhop's- court 
with  this  piece,  to  affare  himfelf  before-hand  of  thofe 
quick  difpatches  we  had  to\hope  for  from  the  Arch- 
-bilhop  of  Paris. 

•The 
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The  moment  I  had  fealed  my  letter,  a  fervant  gave 
nie  notice  of  his  arrival  with  Mademoifelle  de  L— , 
and  I  faw  him  at  that  inftant  lead  her  in  ;  their  eyes 
fo  fparkled  with  joy,  that  I  all  at  once  imagirjed 
I  had  nothing  new  to  inform  them  of.  Hib  firft 
expreflions  were  made  up  of  cries  and  tranfports. 
Do  you  know  my  happinefs,  faid  he,  with  the 
voice  of  a  man  befides  himfelf  ?  Fincer  has  con- 
fented  to  my  divorce  from  his  daughter,  and  Ihe  is  to 
marry  Tenermill.  We  are  ail  happy.  Marry  us,  add- 
ed he,  we  will  be  married  this  moment,  I  will 
not  part  with  the  hand  of  my  dear  Julia  ;  till  we 
have  received  your  benedidion.  I  would  have  inter- 
rupted him  by  letting  him  know  that  I  was  already 
informed  of  this  happy  news,  and  to  make  him  explain 
himffcif  upon  fuch  circumftances  as  I  did  not  know; 
but  I  could  get  nothing  out  of  him  but  a  repetition  of 
his  inftances  to  marry  him.  In  the  name  of  God  let  us 
put  an  end  to  it,  faid  he  a  thoufand  times  in  a  mo- 
ment, it  is  the  intention  of  Fincer,  it  is  the  intention  of 
Tenermill.  Do  you  not  fee,  that,  w  ithout  a  little  hafte, 
our  happinefs  yet  runs  fome  rif(jues  ?  I  fliall  have 
time  to  give  you  an  account  of  every  thing  you  defire 
to  know,  but  do  not  let  us  delay  the  ceremony.  I  en- 
deavoured ftill  to  interrupt  him,  by  reprcfenring,  that 
being  in  a  catholick  country,  we  muft  not  think  that 
the  ceremonies  of  the  church  could  be  fo  flightly 
pafTed  over  as  in  Ireland.  I  would  have  added,  that 
a  letter  from  Tenermill  and  Fincer  was  not  fufficicnt 
to  give  me  thofe  certainties  I  could  have  wilhed  for. 
The  approbation  cf  the  king,  and  of  the  two  bifliops 
that  reprefcnted  the  clergy  ol  England,  was  an  autho- 
rity that  I  would  not  pretend  to  conteft  ;  but  it  fccmcd 
tome,  that  this  approbation  ought  to  have  been  pub- 
lilhcd  with  other  meafurcs  ;  and  moreover,  1  could 
not  j!:ct  over  the  difficulty  that  arofe  in  relation  to 
the  diocefin  bifhop.  Thefe  reafons  would  have  had 
the  force  of  making  me  rcfift  all  the  folicitations  in 
the  world.  But  it  was  not  poUlble  to  make  him  hear 
them.  The  ardent  Patrick,  not  liftcning  to  any  thing 
l)ut  his  own  tranfporis,  was  going  to  lay  hold  of  my 
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arm  to   help  me  to  lift  up  my  hand,  and  was  out  of 
breath  in  conjuring  me  to  give  them  my  benediction. 
I  had  need  of  Tome  event,    fuch  as  unexp^^^^dly 
happened  all  of  a  fudden,  to  deliver  me  from  fo  obfli- 
nate  a  perfecution.     My  filter- in  law  having  found 
means  to  efcape  from  the  Count's  houfe,  got  into  the 
firft  coach  in  her  way,  and  nn  doubting  from  the  dif- 
courfe  (he  had  heard,  but  that  the  marriage  of  Pa- 
trick and  Mademoifelle  de  L  — —  would  be  folemnized 
the  fame  day,  ihe  took  the  road  to  Saifons,   with  all 
the  tranfports  of  a  lover,  and  all  the  fury  of  a  wife, 
in  order  to  difturb  a  ceremony,  to  which  it  was  falfe 
that  Ihe  had  given  a   free  confent.     Her  father  had 
employed  force  in  procuring  her  hand  writing.      In 
the  indignation,  with  which  he  was  filled  againft  Pa- 
trick, he  had    rejeded  no  means  to  take  away  his 
daughter  from  him;    and  Tenermill  perhaps    owed 
the  favourable  difpofitions  Fiucer  had  for  him,  lefs  to 
his   efteem,   than  to  the   hatred  he  bore  his  brother. 
The  unhappy  Sarah  became  the  victim  of  this  rcfent- 
ment.     Fincer  did  not  blufh  to  make  her  fign  a  con- 
fent   whether    Ole    would   or  not,  againft  which  (he 
never  cealed  protefting.    He  was  Ihut  up  with  her  in  ' 
a  room,  and  feizing   her  by  the  arm  he  guided  her 
hand.     Afterwards  committing    this   infamous  piece 
to  Tenermill,     he  exhorted  him  to  make  the  due  ufe 
of  it  without  delay,   aiid  this  in  reaiiry  was  ihe  con- 
fent, from  whence  they  had  taken  all  their  meafures, 
as  they  had  declared  them  to  nae  in  their  letters.  The 
Countefs  was  ignorant  of  this  violence,  and  Tener- 
mill himfelf  did  not  know  how   far  Pincer  had  car- 
ried it.     They  both  ot  them  fwo.re  to  me  afterwards 
a  hundred  times,  that  notwi'.hftanding  the  unv.  iliing- 
iiefs    they  knew    my  fi.ler  in  law    had    to    the  fepa- 
ration,  yet  they  were  perfwaded,  by  feeing  her  con- 
fent figned    with    her    name  in    the    hands   of   her 
father,  that  fhe   had  at  length  fubmitted  to    pa  er- 
nal   authority  ;     and  if  they  had    known,    that  Ihe 
had    fFied    torrents    cf  tears,   yet    they  Ihoufd    have 
looked  on  them   as  the  remains  of   a    paffion  which 
ihe  laboured  to  extinguifii.     The  care  with  which 
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Fincer  had  her  guarded  by  her  woman  had  givea 
ftrength  to  their  error  ;  tor  the  Countefs  herfelt  had 
not  the  liberty  of  leeing  her,  and  Tenermii!,  takea 
up  in  procuring  the  King's  confent  to  his  marriage, 
had  not  feen  her  until  his  return,  and  alter  the 
departure  oF  the  courier  who  brought  his  letter  to 
me.  He  had  thought  to  take  away  all  hopes  froni 
her,  and  to  crown  the  work  of  Fincer,  by  informing 
her  that  Patrick  was  to  be  noarried  the  fame  day, 
and   it  was   he   indeed  who  gave  notice  to  Made- 

moifeile    de    L •  by  the  Countefs    to   return    to 

Saifons,  there  to  receive  the  matrimonial  benedidion 
from  my  hand.  My  forrowlui  fifler-in-iaw,  not 
coming  to  herfelf  more  from  this  declaration, 
had  deceived  the  vigilence  of  her  women,  and  her 
tranfports  liad  not  cooled  even  when  (he  got  to 
Saifons. 

She  took  due  care  we  ftiould  not  have  imme- 
diate notice  of  her  arrival.  Having,  on  the  contra- 
ry, ftopped  all  the  fervants  whom  Ihe  found  in  her 
way,  fhe  opened  herfelf,  the  parlour  where  v/e  were, 
and  chilled  our  blc  od  by  her  prefence.  The  podure 
cf  the  two  lovers,  who  were  ftanding  oppofice  to  me, 
made  her,  it  is  probable,  believe,  that  I  was  ready- 
to  join  their  hands,  or  that  perhaps  1  had  already 
began  the  ceremony  ;  and  this  fufpicion  was  fo  much 
the  more  natural,  as  fhe  might  remember  the  clr- 
cumftances  of  her  own  marriage,  in  which  I  did  not 
nfe  many  more  forms.  However  it  was,  for  I  never 
fmce  had  the  opportunity  of  learriing  the  truth  from 
hcrftlf,  fhe  advanced  towards  us  with  a  motion  ex- 
prc01ve  of  all  her  fears,  and  fcizing  the  hand  of 
her  liufband  :  Are  they  married,  faid  Ihe  to  ms  trem- 
bling ;  I«made  liafte  to  anfwcr  her,  that  they  were 
not.  Ah  !  replied  Ok*,  without  giving  mc  lime  to  add 
one  word,  do  not  pi)liute  yr-ur  hands  with  facrilegc  I 
yru  arc  deceived,  if  any  one  iias  made  you  believe 
;h;a  1  have  given  my  confent  to  it.  I  would  fconer 
have  my  lile  wrung  from  me  ijy  a  thoufand  tor* 
rr.tnts.  And  calling  herfelf  down  at  the  knees  of 
:'atiick  ;  Take  it  away  from  rac  yourlcif  with  your 
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own  hands,  fald  fte,  difTolving  into  tears  ;  fee  m/ 
bofom,  do  not  fear  to  ftrike  ;  I  wlil  make  no  ra- 
fiftance  againfl  your  wounds  !  but  I  do  not  expei5t  that 
I  will  ever  furrender  the  rights  you  have  given  m€ 
by  your  oaths  ;  I  will  maintain  them  to  my  laft 
breath.  You  are  mine,  continued  (he,  heaving  out  a 
thoufand  fobs.  I  call  Heaven  and  your  brother  to 
my  witnefs.  Alas !  Have  I  forfeited  my  rights  ?  Have 
I  given  you  any  reafon  to  hate  me  ?  What  have  1 
done  to  you,  but  loved  you  too  much,  and  v/ithout 
ceafmg  fought  to  pleafc  you  f  Shecontinuexl  holding 
his  hand,  although  he  made  fome  efforts  to  difen- 
gage  it.  I  know  not  what  attention  he  gave  to  her 
difcourfe  ;    but  he  appeared  to  gix^e  much  more  to 

the  motions  of  Mademoifslle  de  L ,  whom  he  Iield 

"ivith  his  other  hand,  and  who,  in  the  confufion  fhe 
was  doubtlefs  in,  drew  it  with  all  her  force  to  get 
from  him.  He  was  apparently  fearful  left  fhe  ihouid 
get  out  of  the  room,  and  perhaps  out  of  the  houfe, 
infomuch  that  It  was  a  curious  fight  to  fee  him  be* 
tween  two  women,  animated  by  motives  fo  differ- 
ent, v/ho  drew  him  each  to  her  fide,  or  rather  one 
of  whom  he  drew,  wliiill  he  was  drawn  by  the  other. 

One  moment,  faid  he  to  Mademoifelle  de  L » 

calling  a  look  on  her,  in  which  his  diftra(ftion  was 
painted,  I  beg  of  you  to  ftay-one  moment.  I  began 
to  fear,  left  indignation  (hould  feizc  my  fifterin- 
law,  and  make  her  vent  her  grief  in  outrages  a- 
gainft  her  rival.  But  at  the  fame  time  I  was  trem* 
blingforthe  coafequences  of  this  fcene  ;  my  aftonifn- 
ment  was  extreme  to  fee  it  take  a  turn  much  more  ca- 
pable of  moving  me.  Stay,Mad€moifelle  de  L — ,  ftay, 
cried  theforrowful  daughter  of  Fincer,  I  demand  of  you 
this  complaifance  for  me  j  and  will  it  coft^ou  dear, 
if  it  hazards  you  nothing  but  to  be  a  fpedator  of  your 
own  triumph  ?  I  think  you  worthy  oi  being  beloved, 
fmce  you  have  made  fuch  powerful  impreffions  on 
the  heart  of  ray  hufband.  But  if  you  love  him 
as  much  as  I  love  him,  alas !  you  underftand  how 
great  my  torments  muft  be  I  Cannot  compaflion  find 
*  4  place  with  love  \  Will  you  mifufe  the  afcendant 
.  ■  you 
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you  have  gained  over  my  fate  by  killing  me  with 
cruel  defpair  ?  I  yield  up  to  you  that  part  you  me- 
rit in  his  love.  Let  him  love  you,  I  confent  to  it ; 
let  him  fee  you  without  ceafmg  ;  let  him  live  with 
you;  but  1st  hina  not  hate  mej  let  me  enjoy  the 
name  of  a  wife,  and  fuffer  me  to  live  with  you  and 
him.  Is  it  to  you  that  fuch  a  divifion  is  injurious  ? 
Obtain  of  him  for  me  that  part  of  his  heart  which 
I  have  a  right  to  demand,  and  I  will  never  difpute 
with  you  that  of  which  you  are  in  po/I'eflion. 
Ha  !  continued  (he  ;  in  giving  way  to  the  effort  I 
made  to  lift  her  up,  I  cannot  keep  myfeU  up  any- 
longer,  my  (Irength  fails  me ;  but  I  am  very  glad 
he  fees  me  in  this  condition.  This  is  not  indeed 
ficknefs,  *tis  angulih,  'tis  defpair.  It  depends  oa 
you,  added    (he,    ftill    addrefiing    hcrfelf  to   Made^ 

nooifelle  de  L ,  alas !   it  depends  on  you  to  put 

an  end  to  me.  I  fee  well,  that  it  is  in  your  hands 
I  ought  to  intruft  my  life ;  for  it  may  pofiibly 
begin  to  be  dear  to  him,  if  you  take  any  interefl 
in  it.  Have  pity  on  a  woman,  who  never  has  of- 
fended you.  Why  will  you  be  lefs  generous  than 
I  ?  Would  you,  that  I  proftrate  myfelf  at  your  feet  ? 
my  pride  (hall  ns-.ver  murmur  at  it;  fuch  an  aiflion 
will  not  the  more  abafe  me  ;  nor  is  there'any  facri- 
iice  that  lam  not  ready  to  make  you. 

It  would  be  ufelcfs  to  add  any  ornaments  to  a 
fcene  fo  moving.  It  {o  fjftencd  me  into  compiGion, 
that  I  had  not  as  yet  the  poTver  to  pronounce  a  finglc 
word.  But  1  could  not  fee  my  fi(ler-in  law  prepared 
to caft  hcrfelf  on  her  knees  before  her  rival,  without 
feeling  a  new  fort  of  emotion,  which  immediately  u* 
nited  my  tongue.  Ah!  what  arc  you  going  to  do,  cried 
I,  (lopping  her  ?  and  arc  you  capable  of  fafFcring  it, 
faid  I,  to  Mademoifelle  dc  L ,  turning  myfell  to- 
wards her.  1  fliould  have  added  fomclhing  to  thia 
rebuke,  if  (he  had  not  prevented  me  by  a  (tcp  tliat 
1  never  c>:pe^cd.  With  her  ryes  moiftcncd  in  tears, 
which  a  fentimcnt  of  lively  contpafliou  had  forced 
from  her,  fhc  threw  hcrfelf  about  the  neck  of  my 
fiflcr-iaUwj  whilft  Patrick,  as  much  mcvcd  at  iMs 
I  a  figbty 
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fight,  as  1  had  been  by  the  former,  remained  fpeech- 
kfsand  pcnfive  inexpe(5fation  of  whatthe  confequences 

of  thefe  things  would  be.      MademoifelJe  de  L 

held  herfelf  for  fome  time  bending  over  my  fifter- in- 
law's face,  againft  which  fhe  had  fixed  her  own.  I 
Ihoiild  be  unworthy  to  live,  Hiid  fhe  at  length,  if  I 
were  not  fenfible  of  the  price  of  fo  much  fweetnefs 
and  generofity.  You  fliall  have  no  reafon  to  lament 
iTiy  fentinients  or  condud.  Live  to  be  happy.  If 
there  be  a  neceflity  of  any  facrifices  here,  I  am  fenfi- 
ble on  whom  duty  impofes  them,  and  I  condemn 
myfelf  to  them.  My  example  perhaps  will  have  the 
fame  efF«;«5l  on  your  hufband. 

Thefe  fentiments  would  have  charmed  me,  if  they 
had    not   been  accompanied   with  other   tears  than 
thofe  which  I    afcribed  to  the  firft  motions  of  com- 
palVion.   But  they  afterwards  yielded  a  torrent,  which 
afforded  too    plain  a   teftimony  of  the  violence   fhe 
did  herfelf,  and  made   me  forefee,  that  they  v/ould 
riOt  be  as  durable  as    they  mi^ht  have  been  fincere, 
Patrick  was  not  taken  up  with  a  refledtion  fo  favour-, 
able  to  his  love.     Penetrated  to  the  very  bottom  of 
his   heart  with  a   difcourfe  that  appeared  to  him  to 
i>e  an  infidelity  in  his  millrefs,  he  confidered    little, 
■whether  the  reproaches  with  which  he  thought  he  had 
a    right    to    upbraid  her,   were  a  new  offence  in    his 
fpoule.   He  laraent^sd  himfelf,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  as 
the  moft  forlorn  of  all  men  ;   and  in  the  indignatioa 
of  his  heart,  which  made  him  pronounce  the  words, 
•ungrateful  and   perfidkus  ;    he   viihed,    perhaps   the 
iirll  time,  for  the  power  of'  revenging  himfelf  by  reduc- 
ine  l^imfelf  to  his  duty.  My  fifler-in  law,  who,  fcarce 
durtl  perfwade  herfelf  that  htr  (enfes  were  not  deceiv- 
ed, out  of  the  goodnefs   of  htr  heart,  pardoned  her 
^.ufband  a  refentment,  v/hich  feemed  to  confirm  what 
fhe  hadjuft  heard;  and  pretending  to  give  no  attention 
to  the  complairits  that  had  efcaped    h'm,  fhe  payed 
Maderaoifalie  de  L«— — ,  by  a  thoufand  carefTes,  the 
fhort    fatisfadion  fhe    had  received    from  her  words. 
Heaven    only  knows  what    turn    this    c'cnverfatiori 
would  have  taken,  from  whence  I  durfl;  not  hithertc 

proaii-- 
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promife  rayfelf  any  thing;  but  in  the  moment  I  was 
aJdrcffing  myfelf  to  Patrick  to  moderate  his  palHon, 
and  to  exhort  him  to  mike  an  effort  worthy  of  him- 
feif,  and  of  the  example  of  his  miflrefs,  an  unexpec- 
ted piece  of  intelligence  arrived  to  cad  us  into  new- 
troubles.  Fincer  had  come  with  my  Lord  Tenermill, 
They  drove  clofe  upon  the  heels  of  my  fi(ler*in  law,- 
and  Jacia,  who  luckily  fpied  them  upon  his  return 
from  Paris,  had  got  the  (Urt  of  them  to  infonia  me- 
in  time  of  their  near  approach. 

I  had  not  two  choices  to  make,  I  muft  not  only  re- 
ceive them,  but  relate  to  them  what  had  jutl  pafTed 
before  my  eyes.  I  prayed  Mademoifelle  de  JL  — .^^  to 
retire  into  the  next  apartment ;  and  congratulatin^j 
her  in  ray  turn  for  the  vidory  (he  had  obtained  over 
herfelf,  I  exliorted  her,  as  I  led  her  towards  the 
door,  glorioufly  to  fupport  a  refolution  io  noble.  I 
left  Patrick  litiing  in  an  elbow  chair  fome  pnces 
fro.n  hii  wife,  not  doubting  in  the  leaft,  but  thac, 
«rhac  his  wife  might  yet  add  to  fofcen  him,  wouli 
fecond  in  his  heart  the  rel'entments  with  which  I 
thought  he  was  filled  agninlthis  miftrefs.  But  how 
unf;albnably  did  I  flatter  myfelf  in  pretending  to 
know  any  thing  of  love  ?  Mademoifelle  de  L— —  irk 
paffing  from  the  chamber  turned  about  her  head,  and 
caft  her  eyes  on  him.  1  obi'erved  this  look;  I  faw 
nothing  in  it  more  manifeiV,  and  declared,  than  a 
}anguithing  and  pining.  Nevertht:lefs,  returning  to  my 
place,  I  began  to  hope  fjmcthing,  from  a  compliment 
he  addrefTed  to  his  wife,  with  an  air  mild  and  eafy^ 
enough  ;  yet  I  underllood  from  his  firft  words,  what 
little  grounds  I  had  for  my  expectations.  He  got  up  to 
tell  her,  that  he  never  fhould  be  in  tint  fituation  du- 
ring his  whole  life,  wherein  he  would  not  confcrve  for 
her  a  refpe(fl»  which  Ihe  merited  by  her  goodnefs 
and  virtue;  but  fmce  Ihe  was  acqiaijucd  with  the 
ftcrets  of  iiis  heart,  Hie  had  room  to  judge  that  ic 
was  not  in  his  power  to  add  any  thing  to  this  fcn- 
timent.  I  was  already  near  him;  but  tiiis  did  aoc 
kinder  hioi  from  turning  immediately  to  the  d^or, 
1  3  aad 
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and  flying  out  of  the  houfe  in  as  much  hurry  as  if 
he  had  been  purfued, 

Empolibned  lock !  which  awakened  in  his  heart 
all  the  powtr  of  hope.  My  filter- in- Jaw  had  re- 
filled all  the  agitations  I  have  defcribed  j  but  this 
new  treachery  entirely  fubdued  her  conftancy.  She 
fell  in  a  fwoon  on  her  chair.  The  diligence  and  ap- 
plications that  I  could  not  difpeaie  with  myfelf  from 
ufing  about  her,  made  me  Jofe  all  thoughts  of  Pa- 
trick and  his  miflrefs.  I  was  bufily  employed  in  giv- 
ing her  affiilance,  when  Fincer  gave  notice  of  his 
arrival  with  Tenerrcill.  They  came  in  the  moment 
Ihe  began  to  open  her  eyes,  and  nothing  being  able 
fro  perfwade  her  to  lay  herfelf  under  a  rcilraint,  they 
were  witre/Tes  to  her  firft  lamentations. 

This  then  was  enough  to  make  them  difcover  one 
part  of  our  adventures.  Thefevere  Fincer,  who  had 
treated  her  with  fo  much  rigour,  appeared  moved  at 
the  fainting  and  weaknefs  in  which  he  H^v/  her,  and 
from  henceforth  laying  a  little  itrefs  on  the  confent 
he  had  forced  from  her,  he  forthwith  fignified  his 
thoughts  tome  like  a  man  who  reproached  himftlf 
for  his  ufelefs  violence.  Ncverthekfs,  the  conclu« 
fjon  of  what  he  faid,  confirmed  me  in  the  thoughts. 
I  always  had  cf  his  charaOsr  :  1  reckoned  greatly,, 
faid  he,  ca  the  meafnres  I  had  taken  with  my  Lord 
Tenemil)  j  but  fmce  ihe  is  fo  cbllinately  ref:  Ived  to 
live  unhappily  v;ith  a  hufjand,  who  has  fo  little^ 
confideration  for  her,  fbe  mui\  fuffer  all  the  rigour 
of  a  fortune,  which  Ihf  has  voluntarily  chofen.  Te« 
Kcrmil),  who  during  this  time  was  giving  her  all  the 
afliflance,  that  flie  yet  Upod  in  need  of,  heard  this 
kind  of  determination,  that  abfclutely  ruined  his* 
hopes  :  He  came  to  us,  and  by  v;ay  of  reafoning  plan* 
fible  enough  reprefented  toFincer,  that  cf  the  two  fides- 
he  had  to  chofe,  that  method  v.'hich  agreed  bed  with 
the  honour  of  our  two  families,  and  the  particular 
happinefs  of  his  daughter  was,  Vvithout  doubt,  the. 
only  ore  he  ought  to  ftar.d  upon.  He  infiftedevea 
upon  the  fhamc  that  wcnld  refult  to  Fincer  from  the 
difgrace    of  an  crJy  daughter,  for  whom  the  world 

would 
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would  never  fuppofe,  that  a  hufband  would  have 
fhewed  fo  much  comempt  and  diiguft,  if  he  had  not 
had  very  powerful  realons  to  weigh  down  all  her 
charms.  The  confequence  naturally  followed  of  it- 
feif.  He  muft,  without  confulting  her  too  much, 
make  ufe  of  all  the  advantagesJie  had  over  her,  and 
fince  we  happened  to  be  fo  iuckily  together,  1  ought 
to  conclude  the  ceremony  of  the  marriage  by  a  be- 
nedi(flion,  that  the  prefence  of  a  father  would  render 
inviolable* 

He  fiiewed  very  Ikile  delicacy  in  a  propofal  of  this 
nature.  But  1  am  reprefenting  an  ambitious  man, 
whofe  very  love  favoured  of  the  principal  paiTion  iha't 
fwayed  his  heart*  Befides  Tenermill,  with  alJ  the  rea- 
fons  I  have  given,  was  privately  flung,  that  his  bro- 
ther, without  willing  or  thinking  of  it,  had  infpired 
ihe  daughter  of  Fineer  withthofe  inclinations  flie  re- 
iufed  to  entertain  for  him. 

Thus  was  he  a  flave  to^  many  weaknefTes,  when 
he  thought  he  was  experiencing  only  one,  and  what 
he  took  for  the  motions  of  love,  might  fucceflive- 
ly  be  the  effe<5ts  of  many  caufcs  lefs  gloiious.  Ne- 
vertheiefs,  what  he  faid  made  an  in":prc(uoa  on  Fin- 
eer;  but  the  power  that  difpofes  of  iortures  and  at- 
fedions,  did  not  incline  her  to  confcnt  to  his  defires. 

I  could  not  hearken  to  him  witliout  being  efFend- 
ed  at  an  obftinacy  that  began  to  becon^e  ferioufly 
criminal.  As  long  as  1  was  perfaaded  by  liis  inti- 
macies with  her,  and  by  arrival  of  Fmcer,  that 
my  hftcr-in-law  might  be  brought  to  fomc  voluntary 
compofition,  I  gave  way  to  this  hope,  and  the  real 
advantage  of  two  families  prevailed  over  my  par- 
ticular repugnances.  But  after  what  I  had  fcen,  of 
which  1  had  a  ihare  yet  before  my  eyes,  after  fuch 
invincible  proofs  of  oppofition  from  my  fiUerinlaw, 
I  had  nothing  remaining  with  me  but  horror  for 
the  violence  they  had  employed  againil  her.  It  is  ia 
vain,  faid  I  to  Tenermill  in  a  better  tone,  it  is  in 
vain  to  flatter  yourfclf  with  fucceft,  to  which  you 
ought  no  longer  to  pretend.  The  authority  of  ;i 
father  docs  not  at  all  juflify  the  crime,  and  from 
1  5  hence- 


20©       I'he  Dean  (?/ Cole  rAine. 

henceforth  it  will  be  a  crime  in  you  to  renew  your 
perl'ecutions.  I  heretofore  had  a  better  notion  of 
your  projed;  but  I  fee  nothing  in  it  now  but  cruelty 
and  injuUice,  In  a  word,  added  I  with  a  refolute 
air,  1  know  the  dirpofuions  of  my  lady,  aad-  in 
her  name  1  oppofe  rayfelf  to  every  thing  that  you 
dare  attempt  to  force  her  to  be  your*s  She  Ihal!  theil 
be  no  body's,  anfwered  he  bluntly  ;  for  I  have  an 
inftrument  of  Patrick's  proteft  againllr  the  marriage 
into  which  you  have  engaged  him  ;  and  if  you  fup- 
pofe  any  crimes  here,  I  fee  no  body  but  you  we  have 
a  right  to  accufe  of  ihem.  This  reproach  flung  ra« 
to  the  quick.  Ingrate!  cried -out  I,  with  tears  m  my 
eyes,  is  this  the  price  1  ought  to  receive  for  my  af- 
fedion  and  fervices  ? 

In  the  mean  time,  Fincer  hearkened  to  us  in  fiJence  v 
and  looking  on  the  double  refufal,  which  expofed 
his  daughter,  according  to  Tenermijl's  expreffion,  to 
be  no  body's,  as  a  bloody  outrage  on  her,  he  in- 
fiantly  took  a  refolution  more  ftrange  than  any  thing 
I  have  related.  You  fiiall  be  all  fatisfied*  faid  he  to 
us  without  any  marks  of  refsntment  ;  and  taking 
h.^r  by  the  hand  with  an  invitation  naild  enough  to 
remove  from  her  any  fear  of  following  him,  he  prefi- 
fed  her  to  go  out  with  him  a  moment.  1  know  not 
by  what  artifice  he  continued  to  procure  her  obedi- 
ence with  fo  little  refiftance  ;  but  diflsmbling  his  de» 
figns  to  the  end,  he  made  her  flep  into  the  chaife 
in  which  he  came,,  and  feating  himfclf  by  her,  re- 
took the  road  to  Paris  without  giving  us  any  no- 
tice of  his  departure.  We  knew  it,  neverthelefs,  the 
fame  moment.  Tenermill  caft  a  furious  look  at  me  ; 
You  have  cod  me  my  fortune,  faid  he;  but  if  I 
find  my  fufpicions  juif,  beware  of  my  vengeance.  I 
was  going  to  anfwer  him  with  a  good  deal  of  con- 
fufion  ;  he  was  already  at  the  door  of  the  chamber, 
and  leaving  the  houfe  on  foot,  for  want  of  other  con- 
veniencies,  he  went  away  without  any  other  attend- 
ants  but  hi%  lacquey. 

I'he  trouble   I  was  in  did  not  hinder  me   from 

thinking,  that  Mademoifeiie  de  L and  Patrick 

might 
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might  be  alone  in  the  next  apartment,  I  went  to 
them  to  inquire  what  explanation  they  could  give 
of  the  precipitate  departure  of  Fincer  and  his  daugh- 
ter. Having  looked  for  them  in  vain,  T  was  inform- 
ed, to  compleat  my  diforder,  that  they  went  away 
immediately  after  the  arrival  of  Fincer.  They  did 
not  leave  me  any  infight  into  their  defigns,  and  I 
faw  myfelf  thus  left  alone,  with  the  mortal  regret 
of  not  knowing  what  I  had  next  to  do,  nor  with 
what  I  was  menaced. 

Religion  might  infpire  me  with  patience,  but  it 
could  not  inform  me  on  what  fide  I  ougJu  to  turn 
myfelf  in  this  inextricable  labyrinth.  My  only  re- 
fource  was  to  difpatch  Jacin  to  Paris,  to  inform  iiioi*- 
lelf  only  of  the  fituation  of  fo  many  fenfelefs^xtra- 
vagants,  who  feemed  voluntarily  to  renounce  every 
ihadow  of  prudence  and  reafon.  I  waited  for  his 
return  with  an  impatience  as  great  as  my  feart:. 
Night  being  pafTed  over  before  he  could  find  the- 
means  of  executing  my  orders,  I  might  reckon  this 
frightful  interval  for  one  of  the  mod  cruel  trials 
to  which  Heaven  had  yet  put  my  virtue.  At  length 
I  faw  him  arrive  in  the  morning,  and  he  brought 
me  two  letters  from  my  brothers.  Without  giv- 
ing me  time  to  read  them,  he  told  me  that  Fijicer 
had  not  returned  to  the  Count  de  3— 's  houfe;  and 
that  having  fent  for  his  trunks  to  the  place  where 
he  had  gone  to,  he,  without  delay,  had  taken  po(t 
with  his  daughter  for  Denmark.  He  had  himfelf 
declared  his  departure  to  the  Count's  domellick*;, 
who  had  conveyed  to  him  his  luggage,  and  with- 
out fufFcring  a  fingle  complaint  or  reproach  to  fall 
from  him,  he  would  not  let  them  return  to  tkerr 
mafter  till  the  moment  he  had  got  into  his  chai/e. 
Tencrmill,  who  was  at  the  Count's,  had  heard  this  re  ws 
with  tranfports  near  a-kin  to  dcfpair,  and  he  was 
in  this  difpofition  when  he  put  pen  to  paper  to  write 
to  me. 

As  to  Patrick,  Jacin  could  not  difcover  to  what 
place  he  had  retired ;  but  having  gone  many  timea 

CO  the  houie  of  Madcmoifcllc  dc  L ,  with  the- 

I  1^  hopes 
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hopes  of  finding  him  there,  at  length  a  fervant  put 
into  his  hand  the  letter  he  brought  me,  without 
giving  him  any  further  account,  which  made  me 
judge,  faid  Jacin,  that  my  brother  had  taken  his 
iciftrefs's  houfe  for  his  retreat ;  neverthelef*?,  he  was 

alfo  perfuaded  that  Mademoifelle  de  L was  not 

with  hina  there.  He  earneftly  requefted  the  honour 
c>f  feeing  her,  and  they  were  all  fteady  in  their  an» 
fw^rs,  not  only  that  fhe  had  not  returned  there  yet, 
but  that  they  did  not  know  how  long  her  abfence 
would  continue.  Without  doubt,  added  Jacin,  you 
will  find  otlier  lights  in  your  letters. 

I  opened  them  trembling.  That  of  Tenermill  be- 
trayed in  it  all  the  haughtinefs  of  his  character. 
He  told  me  without  referve,  that  I  had  by  the  fame 
ftroke  ruined  his  fortune  and  repofe  ;  that  fince  I 
I^ad  fmitten  him  in  two  places  {a  fenfible  and  grievous,, 
.1  fliould  no  longer  expe<5l  any  thing  from  hira  but 
an  immortal  hatred  ;  that  he  declared  his  refent-. 
rnent  to  me,  and  I  fhould  give  thanks  to  my  pro- 
fefiion  for  limiting  him  to  thoughts  alone.  If  I 
JSoved  my  fafety,  I  fhould  fear  to  provoke  his  anger 
by  expofing  my  odious  figure  tp  his  eyes.  He  hugged 
himfelf  upon  the  order  he  found  at  Paris,  command- 
ing him  to  repair  to  his  regiment,  which  would  pafs 
the  feas  with  the  firll  opportunity.  It  was  a  plea-». 
fure  to  him  to  be  removed  far  from  the  place  where- 
I  inhabited,  and  the  difpofition  he  found  he  had  to- 
wards me,  upon  his  kaving  France,  he  fwore  he  would, 
retain  his  whole  life, 

P  Heaven  !  cried  1,  (bedding  a  torrent  of  tears,, 
by  whom  am  I  treated  with  fo  much  haughtinefs  and 
difdain  ?  Is  it  by  a  brother,  to  whom  I  never  prayed 
for  any  thing  but  the  moft  precious  favours  of  hea- 
ven and  of  fortune  ?  on  whom  do  thy  menaces  fall, 
furious  Tenermill  ?  Is  it  not  upon  thyfelf,  who  de- 
prived thyfelf  of  thofe  aids,  which  you  have  ever 
drawn  from  my  terdernefs  and  fervices  ?  Whiift  I 
refented  his  injuries  fo  bitterly,  the  hopes  of  finding 
feme  confolation  in  the  fweetnefs  and  friendfhip  of 
Patrick,  made  me  open  my  feccnd  letter.     The  ftile 

of 
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of  it  was  more  moderate;  but  how  great,  nevenhelefs, 
was  my  furprize  and  grief  to  fee  in  it,  with  Jefs  paf- 
Hon,  the  fame  refolution  of  breaking  abfoiutely  with 
me,  and  if  not  declarations  of  hatred,  at  lead  the 
language  of  an  ulcerated  heart,  who  called  me  the 
author  of  all  his  misfortunes,  and  abfoiutely  dif- 
claimed  my  friendftiip  and  advice.  I  had  made 
a  confcience,  faid  Patrick  in  his  letter,  of  refift- 
ing  the  inclinations  of  the  daughter  of  Fincer  : 
Ah !  why  had  not  I  been  afliamcd  in  Ireland  of  do- 
ing a  mortal  violence  to  his  ?  I  had  believed  my 
confcience  bound  by  the  ceremonies  of  the  church, 
was  it  lefs  bound  by  the  laws  of  nature ;  when  I 
had  openly  violated  them  to  marry  him  again  ft  his 
will  ?  Did  he  aflc  more  for  making  him  happy,  than 
1  had  done  to  throw  him  into  an  abyfs  of  mif- 
fortunes  I  In  fine,  if  the  authority  of  the  King,  the 
power  of  the  bifhops,  as  well  as  that  of  a  father,  if 
the  approbation  of  all  our  family  united  together  had 
not  power  to  make  me  furmount  imaginary  dif- 
ficulties ;  why  had  I  more  deference  in  Ireland  to 
iny  own  peculiar  caprices  ?  He  then  concluded,  that 
he  had  as  little  dependence  on  my  underftanding  as 
my  friendftiip  ;  and  if  he  did  not  forbid  me  in  words 
as  injurious  as  Tenermill,  ever  to  prefent  before  his 
eyes  my  odious  figure,  he  advifed  mc  no  longer  to 
take  the  lead  (hare  in  his  affairs,  not  being  able  to 
anfwer,  faid  he,  how  far  the  cxccfs  of  his  rcfenc* 
ment  might  be  capable  of  hurrying  him  againft  thofe 
who  oppofed  themfelvcs  to  his  marriage. 

Whatever  difference  I  could  find  between  thcfc 
two  letters,  I  faw  at  tJie  bottom,  that  they  both 
proceeded  from  tv.'o  hearts  equally  exafpcratcd,  the 
fjcpretTions  of  each  corrcfponding  mutually  to  their 
natural  charuftcrs.  Fricndihip  appeared  to  me  to  be 
txtinguilhcd  between  us  for  ever:  For  fuppofing  there 
were  greater  hopes  of  a  convcrfion  from  the  natural 
mildnefs  of  Patrick,  I  had,  ncvcrth-clcfs,  a  glimpfe^ 
that  he  would  put  our  reconciliation  at  a  price  to 
which  it  would  be  impoflible  T  could  fubmit.  All  his 
.  1  6  fophiftry 
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fophiftry  could  never  change  the  opinion  I  had  o^ 
ray  duty.  The  excefs  of  refentment,  by  which  h« 
flattered  himfelf,  perhaps,  that  he  could  terrify  me,- 
was  not  at  all  capable,  of  cooling  me  in  an  oppofition 
to  his  marriage.  I  confequently  forefaw  a  war  as 
open  with  him,  as  that  which  his  brother  had  declared 
againft  me ;  and  if  charity  did,  on  this  account^ 
make  me  flied  tears  of  blood,  I  found  from  juftice 
wherewithal  to  fatisfy  myfelf  againft  the  very  weak* 
refs  of  my  own  heart.  With  what  ardour,  ne- 
vertheiefs,  did  I  not  pray  to  Heaven  to  ftop  the  ha- 
tred and  divifions  that  menaced  our  unhappy  fa- 
mily I  But  did  I  not  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
prevent  them  ?  My  tendernefs  and  my  cares,  were 
they  ever  flackened  ?  My  zeal  itfelf,  had  it  any  thing 
in  it  too  bitter  ?  And  in  the  confidence  with  which  I. 
repofed  myfelf  on  the  projeds,  of  which  they  made  a. 
long  time  fo  great  a  myftery,  did  I  not  enter  into  them 
with  more  moderation  and  complaifance  than  perhaps 
they  ought  to  have  expeded  from  a  man  of  my 
profeffion  ?  Whenever  in  reality  they  opened  to  me 
any  method  of  reconciliation,  not  wounding  ths 
rights  of  humanity,  nor  the  laws  of  the  church, 
with  what  joy  did  1  not  immediately  offer  my  con» 
fent  and  fervice  ?  Thefe  were  fome  of  the  reflexions 
I  made  upon  the  letters  for  the  reft  of  the  day, 
when  Heaven  ftarted  in  me  a  thought,  from  whence 
1  yet  promifed  myfelf  a  delay,  at  leaft  to  this  do» 
meftick  war,  which  I  had  not  flattered  myfelf  to 
have  been  able  longer  to  avoid  ;  and  the  ardour^ 
with  which  I  laid  hold  of  this  ray  of  hope,  was 
to  me  as  it  were  a  new  pledge  of  the  integrity  of  my 
intentions. 

In  admiring  the  condancy  of  my  fifter- in-law, 
who  had  fupported  herfelf  with  as  much  refolution 
as  affedion  againft  ihe  folicitations  and  even  vio- 
Jences  by  which  they  endeavoured  to  oblige  her  to 
confent  to  a  divorce,  I  obferved  that  the  means  they 
had  employed  were  capable  only  of  making  a  woman 
rebel,  who  faw  herfelf  treated  with  fo  little  addrefs 
and  mauagement.   Teneimiil  had  deceived  her  a  long 

time 
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dme  by  falfe  promifes,  or  at  Jeaft  by  giving  her  hopes 
that  he  would  Toon  make  her  more  happy,  and  that 
the  choice  he  had  made  of  writing  to  her  father 
would  infallibly  help  to  re  eftabhlh  peace  in  our 
family ;  he  had  given  her  room  to  flatter  herfelf 
that  it  was  by  reconciling  her  to  her  hulband  5 
he  pretended  to  ferve  her:  And  the  quiet  which, 
fhe  had  appeared  to  enjoy  until  the  arrival  of.  Eincer. 
was  built  only  upon  this  foundation.  She  had' taken 
part  with  thofe  notions  at  Saifons ;  and  perhaps 
had  never  yet  thought  her  happinefs  fo  certain,  as 
when  (he  was  inlormed  that  her  father  was  at  Paris, 
and  that  he  prefled  Tenermill  to  come  with  hej 
T{)eedily  to  him.  Neverthelefs,  the  firft  explanations 
fhe  received  of  thofe  things,  not  only  deftroyed  fo 
fweet  an  expe6lation,  but  mortally  perplexed  her  by 
a  propofal  of  a  new  marriage,  which  made  the 
thouj.^hts  of  a  divorce  yet  more  terrible.  To  her 
refufing  to  confent  to  this  fcheme,  they  gave  no  an- 
fwcrs  but  by  abfolate  commands,  and  the  weight 
of  paternal  authority.  Their  words  were  fuccecded 
by  violence.  What  method  was  this  to  gain  over 
the  mind  of  a  woman,  and  to  wrench  from  her  heart, 
a  paflion,  which  Ihe  had  made  her  idol. 

Bjjt  I.-fanicicd,  if  1  myfelf  fhould  take  a  way  mere 
mild,  by  endeavouring  to  perfuade  her,  that  fhe  in 
vain  madt  refinance  againft  the  melancholy  necelTiiy 
impofed  on  her,  and  if  I  Ihould  make  her  underftand 
all  the  oppofitions  1  had  found  in  the  heart  of  her 
hufband  towards  bringing  him  back  to  his  duty  with 
which  fhe  feemtd  yet  to  flatter  herfelf,  I  Ihould  at 
length  make  her  drop  thofe  fatal  hopes,  which  were 
the  poifon  out  of  which  ail  her  troubles  were  com- 
pounded, and  I  Ihould  perhaps  lead  her  to  defire,  for 
her  own  rcpofe,  that  my  brother  fhould  haften  to 
enter  into  the  lafl  eng^agements  with  her  rival. 
There  was  a  neccflity  of  determining  myfelf  to  go 
to  Denmark  ;  for  the  execution  of  ic^  great  an  en- 
ttrprize  as  to  tranfa(5t  fuch  an  affair  by  an  inter* 
courfc  of  letters,  would   be  a  method  too  flow  and 

toe 
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too  uncertain.  What  numbers  of  obje<5lions  would 
be  made,  to  which  I  forefaw  I  muft  make  anfwers^ 
and  which  1  could  never  remove  entirely  by  writing  ? 
But  neither  the  fatigue  nor  the  dangers  of  the  jour- 
ney were  capable  of  (lopping  my  zeal  ;  I  hugged 
myfelf  with  the  thought,  which  I  took  for  an  infpir 
ration  of  heaven  itfelf ;  and  I  did  nothing  but  ftreugtK* 
en  myfelf  in  this  refolution. 


book: 
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BOOK         VIIL 


IW  A  S  To  far  from  changing  my  mind  at  my  up- 
rifing,  that  I  employed  all  my  cares  in  making, 
preparations  for  my  departure.  There  remained  on- 
ly one  difficulty  that  could  cccafioa  me  any  doubt. 
I  wifhed  that  my  brothers  had  been  informed  of  my 
defign  ;  but  I  hefitated  upon  the  manner  of  giving 
ihem  an  intimation  of  it  ;  and  not  daring  to  truft  ic 
to  a  letter,  1  confidcred  of  chufingno  other  interpre- 
ter than  myfelf.  Neverthelefs,  I  could  not  forget 
their  menaces.  They  v/ere  both,  one  and  the  other 
cf  them,  in  the  firft  heat  of  their  refentment ;  and  I 
doubted  whether  they  were  difpofed  to  hear  me,  or 
were  capable  of  giving  du3  caution  and  refpeifl  to  their 
exprcffions.  1  chofe  a  medium,  which  was  to  com- 
municate to  them  one  part  of  my  defign  by  letter, 
and  demand  a  private  meeting  to  lay  open  to  them 
the  remainder  of  it.  Reckoning  that  my  eagernefs 
to  ferve  them  would  be  confidered  as  a  fort  of  jnf- 
tificaticn,  I  was  refolvcd  not  to  fpcak  of  the  late 
fcenes,  nor  of  the  harfhnefs  with  which  they 
treated  me  in  their  letters.  I  charged  Jacin  vrith 
my  commifllon,  and  gave  him  authority  to  add  to 
it  whatever  he  judged  proper  to  reclaim  fuch  ill 
difpofed  minds.  He  returned  to  me  in  Icfs  than  an 
hour,  with  this  mortifying  anfwer,  that  they  would 
neither  fee  me  nor  receive  my  letters.  They  were 
obftinately  bent,  as  it  were  by  confcnt,  to  break  all 
kinds  of  me?ifurcs  with  roe,  and  the  only  difference 
between  them  was,  that  Tenermill  anfwcred  Jacin 
with    his    own    mouth,    inftcad   of  which    Patrick, 

Jwhofc    refidcnce    at   the    houfe    of    Mademoilclle 
e  L^ wai  no  longer  a  ftcrct,  )  fcnt  his  acfwer 
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by  a  fervant.  I  lamented  their  paflion  ;  and,  far  from 
being  difheartened,  I  drew  from  thence  new  courage 
to  enterprize  a  matter  that  I  had  not  dared  to- 
rifque  at  fird.  The  confirmation  of  Patrick's  rctreaC 
was  another  reafon  that  onght  to  animate  me.  With 
what  view,  and  by  what  forgetfulnefs  of  common 
decency  had  he  chofen  the  houfe  of  his  miftrefs  to 
Jodgc  in  ?  The  fufpicions  arifing  in  my  jnind,  in 
proportion  as  my  refleiftions  enlarged  themfelves  upon 
this  thought,  did  not  fufFer  me  to  delay  my  depart- 
ure a  moment.  I  trembled  already  to  touch  upon 
any  of  thofe  fatal  circumftances,  in  which  noife  and 
clamour  would,  in  the  end,  take  place  of  advice  and: 
tears. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  chofe  to  go  diredly  to  the 
Count's,  from  whom,  or  from  the  Countefs,  I  had 
hopes  of  drawing  fome  hints,  that  might  give  me  a 
a  little  light.  My  arrival  there  could  not  be  a  fecretj 
and  my  defign  was  not  to  have  it  fo.  Such  a  precau- 
tion, neverthelefs,  was  neceffary,  had  it  been  pofTible. 
I  had  fcarce  got  into  the  Count's  apartment,  when 
Tenermill,  underftanding  I  was  fo  near  him,  ordered 
Jiis  horfes  to  his  chaife,  and  went  off  to  St  Germainr 
I  was  advertifed  of  his  departure,  whilft  I  was  in- 
quiring from  my  filler  and  her  hufband  the  reafon 
of  all  the  frenzy  that  tranfported  him.  I  found  by 
this  account,  from  whom  it  was  he  had  a  mind  ta 
remove  himfelf,  and  I  vented  my  grief  in  fome  fighs. 
The  Count  and  his  fpoufe  were  cruelly  afHided  at 
this  diforder.  They  related  to  me  how  great  his 
tranfports  were  upon  hearing  of  the  flight  of  Fincer 
and  his  daughter,  and  they  did  not  differable  it,  that 
afcribing  to  me  the  lofs  of  his  fortune  and  happinefs, 
he  was  perhaps  my  enemy  without  hopes  cf  a  recon- 
ciliation. 

Do  you  condemn  me,  faid  T,  with  a  voice  funk  by 
grief;  and  do  you  think  that  the  laws  of  heaven 
and  earth  would  fufFer  me  to  obferve  any  other  con- 
duit ?  They  anfwered,  in  a  little  confufion,  that  it 
did  not  belong  to  them  to  decide  the  matter,  and 
that  moreover  they  had  no  party  to  chufe  anrong- 
1'-"  j^erlbiis 
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perfons  fo  dear.  From  hence  I  conceived,  that  if  I 
ought  not  to  fear  their  abandoning,  my  interefts,  I 
could  count  no  more  upon  engaging  them  in  any 
ftep  difpleafmg  to  my  brothers.  I  embraced  the 
Count:  Your  goodnefs,  faid  I,  is  known  to  me  by 
a  hundred  proofs,  and  I  commend  the  equality  you 
fhew  by  thus  dividing  yourfclves.  But  do  not  yoa 
fee,  that  your  fricndihip  for  them  is  converted  into 
cruelty,  if  you  do  not  put  a  ftop  to  their  ruin  ? 
I:iow  have  you  fuffered   Patrick  to  abufe  the  weak^ 

jiefs  of  Mademoifeile  de  L ,  even  to  obtain  her 

confent  to  lodge  him  in  her  houfe  ?  Is  not  this  a 
fhameful  diforder,  upon  which  my  duty  does  not 
permit  me  to  be  filent  ?  They  both  caft  down  their 
eyes.  My  fufpicions  became  more  urgent.  Kxplaia 
yourfeives  then,  faid  I,  and  do  not  leave  me  under 
an  uncertainty  that  difturb;  all  my  blood.  You 
demand  of  us,  anfwered  the  Count  coldly,  wliat  we 
ought  not  to  inform  you  of,  what  we  have  fworn  not 
to  difcover  to  any  psrfon  in  the  world,  and  what  you- 
would  have  thought  yourfelf  obliged  to  conceal,  if  it 
were  committed  to  you  under  the  fame  tr'ift.  But 
feeing  my  confufion  increafe,  do  not,  added  he,  en- 
tertain  a  fufpicion,  that  wounds  the  honour  of  Ma» 

demoifelle  de  L^ ,  and  it  is  your  brother  who  mud 

reveal  this  fecret  to  you. 

The  confufion  of  my  thoughts  did  not  permit 
me  to  hear  what  was  proper  to  encourage  me  in  his 
difcourfe,  and  forgetting  even  the  dcfign  I  had  of 
declaring  to  them  the  projeft  of  my  journey,  I  afked 
pern.ifTiOM  to  leave  them,  in  order  to  go  immediately 
to  Patrick.  1  was  refolved  to  enter  boldly  into  the 
houfe  of  Mademoifelle  dc  L^— ,  without  giving 
any  notice  of  my  vifit ;  upon  which  none  of  the 
fcrvants  would  dare  (»ppofe  my  pafT-ige.  The  ex- 
ample of 'I'cnermi!!  made  me  f car  leaft  Patrick  Ihould 
take  advantage  of  the  lead  hint  t®  make  his  cfcape. 
I  will  accolt  hi.n  in  fpite  of  his  teeth,  faid  I,  walk- 
ing up  alone  with  a  motion  that  gave  n>c  fpirlts  ;  t. 
will  oblige  him  to  fpeak  to  mc  :  Do  not  let  liim  hope 
to  lii.J  me  aseafy  to  be  deceived  as  1  was  atiJaifons.. 

I  wiU 
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I  will  unveil  this  odious  myflery,  that  they  labour  ta 
difgiiire  from  me  with  fo  much  care  j  and  though 
it  (liould  coft  me  my  life,  I  will  flop  the  progrefs  of 
a  diforder  which  I  have  come  too  late  to  the  know- 
ledge of  to  combat  in  its  birth.  1  inuft  confefs 
here  that  the  mod  upright  zeal  is  fubjedl  to  many 
illufions,  and  I  have  fometimes  need  of  thefe  exam- 
ples to  redact  mine  to  more  jiid  bounds. 

1  went  into  the  houfe  where  1  was  fare  of  find- 
ing Patrick.  Far  from  being  flopped  by  any  ob- 
ftacle,  I.  met  not  one  fervant  who  did  not  ireaC 
me  with  a  refpcd  that  they  thought  due  to  their 
mafter's  brother ;  and  I  obferved  only  an  enibar- 
rail'inent,  which  appeared  equal  in  all  their  anfwers^ 
when  I  preilcd  them  to  Ihew  rae  the  way  to  my  bro- 
ther's apartment.  Hov/ever,  not  being  able  to  find 
it  without  a  guide  in  fo  large  a  houle,  of  which 
I  did  not  know  the  windings,  I  afked  for  his  va- 
let de  chambre,  the  fame  fervant  with  vyhom  he 
was  fo  much  diffatisfied  in  Ireland,  and  whom  I 
eftablidied  in  his  good  graces  after  our  arrival  ac 
Saifons.  He  appeared  to  me  with  an  air  of  evea 
more  confternation  than  the  others,  and  commend-^ 
ing  their  filence,  he  whifpered  in  my  ear  to  go* 
with  him  afide  into  a  remote  chamber,  where  lie 
promifed  to  give  me  fuch  lights  as  he  would  not  do- 
any  body  but  me. 

I  followed  him  with  eagernefs.  You  ought  not 
faid  he  at  length,  to  be  offended  at  the  rctofal  of 
all  the  fervants  here  to  introduce  you  to  ray  raafler's 
chamber.  He  will  receive  no  body  here,  and 
the  anfwer  he  dire<5^ed  to  be  given  you  yefterday> 
might  make  you  underftand,  that  his  orders  re- 
garded you  in  a  more  particular  manner.  But  with 
whatever  refentment  he  is  exafperated  againft  you, 
I  know,  added  he,  the  extent  of  the  tendernefs 
and  refpe<5l  he  bears  you,  and  I  cannot  imagine  that 
his  anger  will  refift  them  long.  I  have  difcovered 
aUb,  that  the  care  he  takes  of  removing  you  from 
the  knowledge  of  his  affairs,  is  only  occaiioned  by 
a  fear  of  finding  you  not  well  difpofed  to  approve 
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tjiera  ;  and  I  am,  on  the  contrary,  perfnaded,  that 
you  will  not  condemn  altogether  his  conduct,  if  you 
knew  with  what  meafares  it  has  been  always  re- 
gulated. 

This  is  the  caufe,  faid  he,  that  makes  me  pafi 
more  eafily  over  the  fcruple,  which  would  oblige 
me  to  filence  with  all  the  world  but  you  ;  and,  con- 
juring me  to  make  a  prudent  ufe  of  the  confidence 
he  placed  in  me,  he  told  me,  that  his  mafler  was 
married  two  days  before,  that  is  on  the  night  of 
the  fame  day  he  had  left  Saifons.  I  was  not  fo 
much  mafter  of  myfelf  to  fupprefs  the  marks  of  my 
grief  at  this  ftrange  news.  And  you  praile  his  con- 
dud,  cried  I,  when  he  makes  himlelf  guilty  of  the 
moQ  (hameful  irregularity  I 

Do  not  condemn  us  without  a  hearing,  inter- 
rupted this  honeft  valet ;  it  is  by  the  circumftances 
I  think  him  juftificd.  Pie  relumed  his  ftory.  After 
having  left  you,  faid  he>  my  mailer,  who  was 
willing  to  avoid  meeting  Mr  Fincer,  watched  the 
moment  of  his  arrival,  and  retaking  the  road  to 
Faris  as  foon  as  he  faw  him  engaged   with  you,    he 

brought  here   Mademcifelle  de  L ,  with  whom 

he  continued  but  a  fhort  time,  occafioned  by  a 
fcruple  (he  herfclf  railed  of  being  too  long  with 
him  alor.c  v.'itiiout  a  witnefs.  He  went  abroad  with 
t-hc  hopes  of  meeting  my  Lord  Tenermill,  whofe 
refolutions  it  imported  him  to  know.  lie  did  not 
find  him  till  towards  the  evening  at  the  Count*s, 
when  one  came  from  Mr  Fincer  for  his  trunks,  which 
they  did  not  rcfufc  fending  him.  The  news  of  the 
departure  of  him  and  his  daughter,  produced  in  the 
two  brothers  very  different  impreflions ;  while  my  Lord 
Tenermill  thought  he  found  in"  it  a  rcafon  for  giving 
himfelf  up  to  defpair,  my  mafter,  without  taking 
the  Icall  fl}are  in  ihe  alHii^ion  of  his  brother,  per- 
fviaded  himfelf,  that  this  flight  was  a  favour  from 
heaven  j  and  keeping  cloli:  to  the  thoughts  that 
fprang  up  in  him  upon  this  occafion,  he  immediately 
got  out  of  the  hands  of  ray  I^ord  thofe  inllrumcnls 
that  had  been  prepared  for  his  divorce.  Jacin  re- 
turned 
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ed  with  thefe  affiftances,  upon  which  he  had  efls- 
blifhed  all  his  views.  It  was  at  this jurKflure  that  your 
ktter  came  to  him.  He  had  given  orders  upon  his 
arrival  that  the  door  ihould  be  (hut  againft  aif  the 
world  ;  and  fearing  from  yon  fome  new  obliacle  to 
the  defign  he  had  in  agitation,  his  commands  were 
more  particalar  to  exclude  every  body  coming  from 
you.  Nevertheiefs,  the  obftinacy  of  Jacin,  who 
would  not  be  repnlfed  by  all  our  refufals,  made  him- 
refolve  to  an  Aver  you.  I  v/as  witnefs  of  the  irrefo- 
lution  wi:h  which  he  feveral  times  b^gan  anew  his- 
ktter,  as  if  it  had  been  a  master  of  great  import- 
ance to  him  to  regulate  his  ftile  welt ;  and  from  fome- 
words  that  he  dropped,  I  do  not  doubt  but  he  wric 
to  you  in  the  moft  proper  manner  to  take  away  \\\^- 
delire  you  might  have  of  oppoling  his  enterprizsr 
I  was  ignorant  till  night  in  what  ail  thefe  motions,^ 
with  v/hich  I  faw  him  diRurbed,  would  end:  Hia^ 
difcourfes  with  INIademoif^iie  de  L  were  exceed- 
ing lively  ;  and  I  begin  to  be  amazed,  that  after  hav- 
ing made  a  diflficuiry  qf  fuffering  him  too  long  with 
her  alone,  flie  had  fo  foon  got  rid  of  this  fcruple. 
In  fine,  the  lady  being  apparently  prevailed  upon  to 
follow  his  refolutioas,  they  went  together  to  St  Ger- 
iDain  without  any  other  fervant  but.  me.  We  alighted- 
at  the  caQle,  where  my  fervices  becoming  more  ne- 
celTary  to  him,  he  declared  to  me,  that  he  was  going* 
to  unite  his  deftiny  to  that  of  Mademoifelie  de  L — , 
and  that  he  had  for  that  purpofe  occafion  of  an  Eng- 
lilh  bilhop,  whole  apartment  he  ordered  me  to  inquire 
for.  Having  found  it  without  difBculty,  he  acquainted 
this  prelate  with  his  name,  and  the  fubjed  of  his  vi- 
fit.  The  inftruments  he  produced  confirmed  his 
words ;  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  furnilh  a  matter, 
which  had  been  concluded  in  the  fame  place,  and  the 
execution  of  which  met  with  lefs  difficulty  in  the 
king's  chapel  than  that  at  Paris  :  So  the  bilhop  made 
but  few  obje<5lions.  They  called  in  fome  witnelTes,. 
and  tovvards  midnight  my  mailer  received  the  nuptial- 
benedi<aion  with  fuch  mDtioas  of  joy,  that  hs  could 
icarce  coiitaiji. 

Soms. 
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Some  houw  being  taken  up  in  preparing  the  ma- 
trimonial certificate,  and  a  few  other  matters  of 
form,  we  could  not  get  back  to  Paris  before  day. 
In  going  up  with  my  mafter  to  the  apartment  of 

Mademoifelle  de  L ,   1  confefs  I  could  not  think 

without  trembling,  that  he  was,  without  doubt,  going 
to  take  polTeflion  of  thnfe  rights,  which  fhe  had  juft 
given  him  over  her,  whilft  I  had  before  my  eyes 
the  lively  image  of  what  paiTcd  that  evening  at 
Saifons,  and  that  having  obferved,  with  too  much 
curiofity  perhaps,  all  the  fteps  of  my  lady,  I  recal- 
led to  my  memory  the.conftant  opptfition  fhe  had 
given  to  her  fcparation.  1  had  occafion  of  all  the  in- 
fluences of  refpe<2  t-o  ftnother  thofe  forrowful  reflec- 
tions. But  when  I  expecfted  from  my  mafter  his  or- 
ders for  undrcffing  liim,  inftead  thereof,   1  received 

a  command  from  Mademoifelle  de  L— < to  call 

pp  all  her  fervants.  While  1  was  doing  this,  ilie  made 
all  her  women  continue  about  her,  as  if  (he  was  ap- 
prehenfive  left  people  might  reproach  her  for  having 
been  alone  with  her  hufband  ;  and  when  I  had  brought 
her  fervants  to  her,  fl»e  declared  to  them,  without 
fpeaking  of  her  m.arriage,  that  being  under  a  necef- 
-Tity  of  fome  time  ablentfng  herfelf,  for  flie  left  to  my 
inaftcr  the  care  oi   her  houi'e,  and  gave  him  all  the 
jiuthority  fhe  had  over  them.     She  made  no  delay, 
but  to  take  a  light  breakfaft.     The  fame  coach  that 
had  carried  us  to  St  Germam,  had  been  ordered  to 
wait  at  the  gate.   She  got  into  it  wirh  my  mafter,  ac- 
companied by  a  woman  who  had  been  her  goverrante 
from   her  infancy,  a>  d    I   was  ftiil  the  oi.ly  fcrvant 
wlio  had  orders  to  follow  them.     She  drove  to  the 
new  convent  of  Englilh  nuns,  where,   upon  a  letter 
of  recomnendation  procured  fn  m  the   Blfh^p   who 
celebrated  hei  marriage,  fljc  was  received  by  the  fu- 
perior  with  great  politcnels  and  diftm^lirn.  My  maf- 
ter often  mentioned  her  by  the  name  of  his  wife,  in 
fpeaking  of  her  to  the  fupuior  ;  and  not  laying  him- 
III  dcrany  fuither  rcftraint  before  anybody,  upon 
iiis  leave,  he  gave  her  alhtufandp.WTionatc  kilfcs. 
iro  he  luuk  me  afide  inpri  vale.  He  laid  a  ^ood 

deal 
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deal  of  ftrefs  upon  the  renewal  of  his  confidence,  and 
charging  rae  to  keep  fecret  all  I  had  fecn,  he  did  not 
conceal  from  me,  that  the  retreat  of  Mademoifelle  de 
L into  the  convent,  where  he  had  left  her,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  fcruples  which  Ihe  yet  oppofed  to  his 
happinefs.  She  fubmitted  to  his  defires  upon  this 
condition  only,  from  the  hope  he  had  fuccefsfully 
given  her,  that  Fincer,  upon  getting  an  account  of 
their   marriage,  would  immediately  difpofe    of   his 

daughter.  Mademoifelie  de  L was  refolved  to 

wait -till  this  event  wa«  unravelled,  before  Oie  would 
live  with  him,  and  publickly  take  on  her  the  quality 
of  his  fpoufe.  All  the  difficulty  confifts  then  at  pre- 
fent,  added  Patrick's  confident,  in  giving  Mr  Fincer 
notice,  that  my  mafter  is  at  length  married  to  Ma- 
demoifelie de  L—  by  the  ceremonies  of  the  church. 
It  is  in  finding  out  a  certain  way  of  doing  this,  that 
we  are  alone  employed  ;  and,  during  this  interval,  he 
is  refolved  to  avoid  you,  in  appearance  out  of  fear, 
left  you  fhould  dive  into  a  conduft,  that  he  v/ould  not 
expofe  to  your  reproaches,  and  which  he  has  trufted 
to  nobody  but  my  Lord  Tenermill,  and  to  the  Count 
and  Countefs  of  S 

I  had  time,  during  this  flory,  to  recover  myfelf 
from  all  the  agitations  that  the  beginning  of  it  had 
given  me.  The  modeft  retreat  of  Mademoifelie  de 
JL  made  a  little  amends  for  the  temerity  of  her 

marriage  ;  and  with  whatever  eye  I  could  look  upoa 
fo  indifcreet  a  ftep,  the  meafures  with  which  it  was 
accompanied,  made  it  indeed  appear  lefs  criminal. 
However,  I  thought  it  no  lefs  true,  that  an  engage- 
ment of  this  nature  could  not  pafs  for  any  thing  but 
a  culpable  abufe  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ceremonies,  at 
Jeaft  on  the  part  of  my  brother  and  Mademoifelie  de 
Xi  ,  who  ought  not  to  have  difguifed  the  ob- 

ftacle  that  fhould  have  ftood  in  their  way.  I  juftified 
the  Englifh  Bifhop,  and  the  King  himfelf,  from 
the  care  that  Tenermill  had  taken  to  conceal  the 
refiftances  of  Fincer's  daughter.  They  had  givea 
their  decifion  upon  the  teftimony  of  her  father, 
upon  that  of  my  brothers,  and  even  upon  her  own 

confenr,/ 
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confent,  to  which  they  extorted  her  haftd  whether 
ihe  would  or  not.  This  was  an  excufe  that  charity 
furnifhed  me  with  in  their  behalf.  But  all  my  rea- 
Ibns  not  leading  me  further  to  believe,  that  Mademoi- 

feJle  de  L and  my  brother  could  be  juftiBed  by 

any  excufe,  1  continued  convinced,  that  under  even 
the  fuppofition  of  a  future  confent  of  Fincer  and  his 
daughter,  an  union  fo  little  lawful  ought  to  be  re- 
newed, to  give  it  the  merit  of  a  marriage, 

I  did  not  impart  thefe  refle<5tions  to  Patrick's  va- 
let ;  but  that  did  not  hinder  me  of  talcing  occafion 
from  this  ftory  to  confirm  my  intended  dcfign  of 
making  a  journey  ^o  Denmark,  I  confidered,  that 
without  an  obftinacy  to  keep  up  her  paQlon,  Sa- 
rah Fincer,  to  whom  I  durft  no  longer  give  the 
name  of  fiilerinlaw,  would  nece/Tarily  lofe  all 
remains  of  hope,  when  fne  heard  of  the  mar- 
riiige  of  iier  hu&snd.  After  a  ftep  of  this  na- 
ture, fhc  could  no  longer  flatter  herfelf  v/ith  the 
thoughts  of  bringing  him  back  to  her.  Befides,  what 
bad  (he  ever  to  oppole  to  thofe  inftruments,  upon  the 
itrcngth  of  which  he  founded  his  proceedings  ?  Her 
confent,  it  is  true,  was  not  in  the  beft  form  ;  but 
would  my  teftimony,  which  was  the  only  point  from 
whence  (lie  could  hope  to  draw  any  aid,  be  fu(ficicnt 
to  give  credit  to  her  exceptions  ?  'I'hus  her  protefta- 
tions  and  complaints,  not  paffing  from  henceforth  for 
any  thing  but  the  repinings  of  an  inconilant  wo- 
man, who  feemed  to  repent  cf  an  ad^,  which  the 
publick  would  be  convinced  (he  had  figncd  voluntari- 
ly, there  would  remain  no  other  rcfource  for  her  but 
patience  and  forgetfulnefs.  I  made  account,  that 
by  the  force  of  my  inftances  and  pains,  I  Ihould  bring 
her  to  relilh  fuih  powerful  reafons,  to  make  her 
abandon  an  ingratc,  and  1  iliould  corroborate  myfelf 
alfo,  in  order  to  fervc  a  guilty  brother,  with  every 
thing  that  I  f(<und  moil  biameabie  and  mod  odious 
in  his  condu<f>. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  cagernefs  to  fee  hiiti  being 
as  much  cooled  by  my  indignation,  as  by  the  tran- 
quillity in  which  I  was  upon  the  fcorc  of  Madcmoifclie 

de 
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de  L ,  I  declared  to  the  valet  de  chambre,  that  t 

would  not  expofe  him  to  the  dlfpleafure  of  his  mader, 
by  opening  to  nie  his  door  againft  his  will.  What  I 
have  heard,  faid  I,  is  fufEcient  to  regulate  my  refo- 
lutions.  Inform  him  not  that  you  have  feen  me,  or 
at  leaft,  let  him  not  know  that  I  have  the  fmalleft 
fufpicion  of  his  marriage.  It  would  be  too  afiliding 
to  me,  that  he  Ihould  look  on  the  fervice  I  thought 
to  do  him,  as  a  mark  of  my  approbation  of  his  con* 
du6l  But  tell  him,  if  you  think  it  neceifary  for  his 
repofe,  that  knowing  him  to  be  obftinate  in  violating 
his  duty,  T  have  voluntarily  taken  the  refolution  of 
going  to  Denmark,  only  with  the  view  of  dirairifh- 
ing  the  fubjedt  of  his  remorfe,  by  perfuading,  if  it  be 
fjoffible,  his  unhappy  wife,  to  grant  fuch  confent  as 
he  defires  Exhort  him  to  moderation  until  my  re- 
turn, and  if  he  Ihail  think  he  owes  any  acknowledg- 
ment to  me  for  my  zeal,  charge  him  in  my  abfence 
to  bring  back  alfo  his  brother  Tenermill  to  more  mo- 
derate fentiments.  It  cannot  without  doubt  but  be 
obferved  with  what  facility  my  love  for  thofe  two 
inyrates  aflumed  the  afcendant  over  all  the  murmurs 
of  my  heart,  and  how  little  thefe  facrifices  cod  me 
in  favour  of  peace  and  friendfhip. 

The  thoughts  of  my  journf  y  becoming  inftantly 
my  only  employment,  I  did  not  pafs  by  the  Count's 
without  imparting  to  him  a  refolution,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  which  I  forefaw  his  friendlhip  would  find 
many  difficulties.  He  commended  my  intentions, 
but  having  form<?d  to  himfelf  a  very  juft  idea  of  the 
character  and  difpofition  of  Fincer,  he  reprefented  to 
me  in  lively  colours  all  I  had  to  fear  from  his  ha- 
tred I  know,  faid  he,  from  the  accounts  of  my 
fervants,  with  what  harfhnefs  and  rigour  he  is  ca- 
pable of  treating  even  his  dimghter.  Exafperated 
at  her  regret  for  leaving  France,  and  taking  offence 
at  her  moft  tender  complaints,  he  threatened  to 
put  her  to  death  with  his  own  hand,  it  Ihe  re- 
fufed  following  hini  j  and  it  was  by  horrible  impre- 
cations that  he  forced  her  to  fupprefs  her  tears  upon 
ilepping  into  the  chaik.   Judge,  continued  the  Corint, 

wh<vt 
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"what  It  is  you  are  to  expe«fl :  Your  errand  will  only 
help  to  kindle  up  his  relentment ;  and  he  will  look 
on  abufive  reproaches  as  the  leaft  efFe6l  yon  may 
fear  from  his  vengeance.  The  Couniels  laboured  al« 
fo  to  augment  my  alarms  by  a  thoufand  other  fatal 
predidions ;  and  laying  a  ftrefs  on  her  compaffion  for 
Sarah,  What  receffity  is  there,  faid  (he,  to  go  and 
renew  her  troubles,  by  bringing  her  misfortune  under 
her  eyes  ?  Ought  an  unforiunate  woman,  who  per- 
haps has  deacu  near  her  heart,  be  purfued  even  to 
her  grave  ?  l  interrupted  her  :  Neither  my  words  nor 
applications,  anfwered  ij  (hail  have  any  thing  in  them 
that  can  give  her  oiTence.  You  laik  of  purfuing  her, 
on  the  contrary,  ic  is  aid  and  confolation  I  think 
to  carry  her.  Moreover,  added  I,  .this  is  to  lofe 
fight  of  the  principal  motive  of  my  journey,  and  i 
am  not  pleafed  to  fee  you  forget,  that  this  ftep  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  repair  a  temt^rity,  Irom  whence  your  bro- 
ther has  nothing  but  unhappy  confequences  to 
bope. 

I  gr.ve  them  alfo  to  under  ft  and,  that  there  were  few 
«'OjC(5lion5  ftrorg  enouy:h  to  cool  me,  when  I  thougjiC 
I  was  called  by  duty.  What  I  drew  moft  protit- 
♦ablc  from  the  advice  of  the  Count,  was  a  detail  of 
inftru(5tion3  for  the  road  I  was  to  take,  and  whicli 
he  was  well  acquainted  with,  having  made  the  jour- 
ney many  times  during  the  war.  They  helped  to 
fpare  me  many  unproHtable  fatigues,  in  giving  me 
the  opportunity  of  meeting  what  would  polfibly  have 
cfcaped  all  my  inquiries,  had  I  taken  the  common 
road.  Nevcrthelefs,  not  having  reafon  to  forefee  any 
rew  adventures  to  oppofe  my  intentions,  I  employ- 
ed fomc  days  in  making  preparations  for  my  jour- 
ney with  more  pains  than  1  Ihould  have  taken,  had 
I  known  the  (hort  continuance  of  it.  Thry  were 
interrupted  by  nothing  but  fome  efiorts  I  made  in 
bring  about  a  leconciliaMon  with  rcncrmill.  I  wric 
to  him  cft^n  to  St  Germain,  at  d  reckoning  that  he 
would  be  afFcded  at  leaft  by  the  new  hopes  he  mighc 
conceive  for  his  love,  I  difcovered  to  him  in  noy 
[\  letter,  that  it  was  his  intereft,  as  much  as  his 
Vol.  II.  Jl  brother's 
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■brother's  that  carried  me  to  Denmark.  But  he  ap- 
peared as  infenfible  totlus,  as  to  the  teftimonies  of 
my  ait'cdion,  and  1  could  not  get  one  word  of  aa- 
fwer  from  him. 

I  began  then  my  journey  with  as  much  ardour  as 
refoiution.  Jacin  compofed  ail  my  train.  Inftead  of 
takii^i^  the  way  to  Holland,  which  perhaps  would 
have  been  the  Ihorteft  road,  I  propofed  to  myfelf,  fol- 
lowing  the  direflions  of  the  Count,  to  reach  Co- 
logne, from  whence  he  had  traced  out  to  me  a  road 
thro*  divers  towns,  where  I  Ihould  never  want  con- 
veniences or  carriages.  He  counted  upon  it,  that 
by  the  eafe  and  pleafures  of  the  way  I  ihould  reco- 
ver what  I  loft  by  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  length  of  it, 
Fincer,  who,  without  doubt,  had  the  fan:e  inftruc- 
tions  in  taking  his  journey  to  France,  returned  to- 
wards Copenhagen  the  fame  way,  I  was  ignorant 
of  this  particular,  and  the  dart  he  had  got  of  me  not 
giving  me  reafoa  to  think  I  Ihould  overtake  him,  I 
travelled  on  without  making  any  greater  hafte,  than 
that  of  defiring  to  be  foon  at  the  end  of  my  underta- 
king. I, We  had  already  come  near  the  frontiers^ 
when,  changing  horfes  at  the  poll  •  houfe,  Jacia 
gave  vcii  notice,  with  an  air  of  confierna-ion,  that 
he  had  got  a  fight  of  Fincer  in  an  adjoining  yard  ; 
and,  making  further  inquiries,  had  learned,  that 
Fincer,  having  travelled  Ibme  days  before  to  reach 
Flanders,  had  come  back  this  road  with  his  daugh- 
ter, manifertly  with  a  defign  to  return  to  Paris. 
This  piece  of  news  caufed  me  lefs  emotion  in  itfelf, 
th^n  from  the  reflexions  it  immediately  gave  me  u- 
pon  the  caufe  of  fo  hafty  a  return  ;  of  which  I 
made  many  unferviceable  ones,  or  which,  at  leaft, 
ended  in  nothing  but  in  making  me  alight  from  my 
ehaife  to  regulate  my  fteps  according  to  circura- 
{fances.  After  fome  moments  deliberation,  I  per* 
ceived  myfelf  inclined  to  go  directly  irito  the  cham- 
ber 1  faw  Fincer  go  up  to,  and  to  confefs,  without 
further  ceremony,  that  I  took  this  journey  to  follow 
Jiim.  But  the  remembrance  of  the  Count's  caution, 
and  the  paffionfi  and  refentmsntu  be  made  me  fear. 
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had  power  to  put  a  flop  to  this  defign.  On  the 
contrary,  I  chofe  to  conceal  myfclf  from  the  eyes 
of  an  exafperated  man,  from  whom  I  favv  no  means 
of  defending  myfeif,  lliould  he  take  it  in  his  head 
to  infult  me  ;  and  reiinquifhing  from  henceforth 
my  thoughts  of  Denmark,  I  determined  to  return 
to  Paris  clofe  at  his  heels,  with  a  refolution  to  ob- 
ferve  hiai. 

He  did  not  long  lay  me  under  the  neccfTity  of 
keeping  myfeif  concealed.  The  impatience  he  had 
to  go  forward  appearing  from  all  his  motions,  he 
foon  got  into  the  chaife  with  his  daughter,  and  I 
oftentimes  heard  him  recommend  fpeed  and  diligence 
to  i.is  poft  -  boy.  He  was  fcarcc  gone,  when  I  turn- 
ed wiih  the  fame  hafte  towards  J^aris.  My  defign 
was,  after  this  manner  to  follow  him  from  pofl  to 
pofl,  till  he  came  to  the  place  he  was  bound  to. 
Without  penetrating  into  )hs  intentions,  I  was  per- 
fuaded  in  the  main,  that  it  was  fome  new  refle<fHon 
upon  the  adventure  of  his  daughter,  that  called  him 
back  towards  us,  and  1  could  not  flatter  myfeif,  that: 
it  was  in  our  favour.  But  it  was  an  advantage  to 
have  met  him  ;  and  I  thanked  Heaven  for  it  as  for  a 
fenfible  benelit,  which  gave  me  an  affurance  of  the 
divine  protcdlion. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Paris,  Fincer  and  his  daugh- 
ter continued  for  fome  time  at  the  po(l«  houfe  ;  and 
this  was  another  happinefs,  that  being  intent  to  fol- 
low them  clofer  at  their  heels,  in  proportion  as  v.e 
came  near  tha  end  of  our  journey,  I  kept,  reverthe- 
lefs,  out  of  their  figlit,  in  alighting  immediately  af- 
ter  them  in  the  fame  yard.  Jacin,  to  whom  I  had 
already  given  my  orders,  dextroufly  helped  to  con- 
ceal me.  I  made  him  keep  a  coach  in  waiting  fome 
paces  from  the  gate  ready  to  take  me  in.  1  made 
•no  hafte  to  go  abroad ;  but  taking  care  to  keep  my- 
feif aloof,  I  attentively  obfcrvcd  every  thing  that 
palfcd  about  me.  Fincer  difpatchcd  abroad  one  of  his 
fervants,  who  waited  forae  time  before  he  returned. 
Duriog  this  interval  he  appeared  much  difqulctcd,  and, 
a  the  other  hand,  his  dani^htcr  having  retired  to 
K  a  the 
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the  corner  of  a  room,  where  llie  fat  down  with 
her  woman,  feerred  to  be  fiiJed  with  fome  thoughts 
that  pofTe/Fed  her  entirely.  Her  palends  and  difquiet- 
ed  Hate  excited  my  compaflion.  At  length  Fincer's 
mefrengcr  returning,  1  law  them  go  oil  both  top-e- 
ther in  their  chaife,  having  changed  nothing  but 
their  hcrfes,  and  my  ciiriofity  bv coming  ftili  more 
ilrong,  1  Followed  them  olFhand  in  the  coach  that 
waited  for  me. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  exprefs  how  great  my  fear 
was,  when,  having  lollowed  a  long  time  clofe  behind 
them,  I  at  length  perceived  it  was  the  ftreet  where- 
in Mademoifeile  de  L lived  that  they  were  in 

fearch  of.  I'hey  actually  went  into  it,  and  my  a- 
iarms  redoubled  upon  feeing  them  (lop  a  little  dif. 
tance  from  her  gate,  I  had  then  not  the  leaQ  doubt 
remaining  but  they  were  come  there  to  offer  her  fome 
©utrage  ;  and  tho'  I  knew  Ihe  was  cut  of  their  pur- 
fuit,  it  was  enough  that  Patrick  lived  in  the  houfe 
to  make  me  apprehenfive  of  fome  fatal  fcene.  Never- 
thelefs,  Fincer  was  of  fuch  an  advanced  age,  as  one 
had  no  room  to  judge  it  apt  or  natural  lor  him  to 
commit  ads  of  violence.  But  is  not  rage  capable  of 
making  up  the  defers  of  ftrength  ;  or  at  leall  does 
it  leave  freedom  of  mind  enough  to  be  fenfible  of 
its  ov^n  weaknefs?  1  continued  trembling  till  the  mo- 
ment I  faw  them  alight,  and  was  affured,  by  the  tef- 
timony  of  my  own  eye-fight,  that  they  vent  into  a 
houfe  almoll  oppofite  to  that  I  was  apprehenfive  they 
had/a  mind  to  enter.  The  coachman  had  his  orders 
to  drive  off,  and  the  quiet  I  faw  all  about,  helped 
me  enough  to  remove  one  part  of  my  fears  ;  but  I 
was  not  fo  credulous  as  to  beiieve,  that  it  was  chance 
only  that  made  them  take  up  their  lodgings  fo  near 
Mademoifeile  de  L and  Patrick 

My  difquiet  would  pofllbly  have  faftened  me  a 
Jong  time  to  their  gate,  il  my  confidence  in  Jacin 
had  not  given  me  room  to  believe,  that  I  might 
fafely  truft  to  him  the  care  of  watching  them.  I  re- 
tired when  I  had  given  him  my  dirtftions  ;  and 
driving  immediately  to  the  Count  de  S- — 's  houfe, 

my 
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my  firft  c^re  was  to  give  Patrick  notice  by  one  of 
my  filler's  iervants,  that  he  had  Fincer  and  his 
daughter  for  his  near  neighbours.  Such  a  ftrange 
piece  of  news  alarmed  the  Count  and  Couatefs  as 
much  as  it  did  me.  You  f;e,  faid  they,  that  the  tears 
of  Sarah  have  prevailed  over  the  refentment  of  her 
father,  and  that,  not  laying  afide  her  hopes,  flie  has 
conjured  him  to  bring  her  back  to  Paris,  to  try 
once  more  to  foften  her  infiJel.  But  in  taking  up 
this  coiije*5iure,  the  rage  of  Fincer  appeared  more 
to  be  dreaded,  when  \\z  (hould  conie  to  dlfcover  the 
marriage  of  my  brother,  and  (hould  reproach  him* 
fell"  for  having  returned  to  Paris  for  nothing  but  to 
be  a  witnefs  with  his  daughter  to  a  fight  of  whicii 
fhe  mud  endure  all  th.e  difgrace.  Thus  we  gave 
curfelvcs  up  to  a  thoufand  uncertain  reafoning^, 
til]  the  reiurn  of  my  valet,  who  brought  us  dif- 
coveries  much  more  mifchievous  than  all  our  lufpi- 
cions. 

lie  had  not  waited  long  for  the  opportunity  he 
wilhcd  for  of  talking  to  fome  of  Fincer's  fervants : 
Far  from  ftcking  to  conceal  their  journey,  they  or- 
dered to  be  publilhed  in  the  neighbourhood  the 
name  of  their  roiltrefs,  tkat  is  to  fay,  the  name 
of  my  brother,  which  (he  continued  to  bear  with  the 
title  of  my  lady.  In  a  word,  Fincer,  upon  his 
departure  from  Paris,  had  left  there  one  of  his  fer- 
vants  to  follow  Patrick  in  all  his  motions,  and  the 
fpy  had  executed  his  truft  fo  faithfully,  that  b?ing 
informed  of,  or  perhaps  being  prefent  himfclf  at  my 
brother's  n)arri.ige,  he  took  pert  Ima.cdiateiy  to 
overtake  his  mailer.  Fincer,  being  driven  beyond  all 
hopes  at  a  rcfohuion,  v.hich  he  looked  upon  as  a 
deadly  outrage  on  his  daughter,  took  no  counfcl 
but  from  his  ^\-^  fury.  lie  rtturncd  the  fame 
way  he  went,  and  among  divers  proj.fts  of  revenge, 
without  yet  fixing  upon  any  thing,  he  rcfolved  at 
firft  to  take  up  his  lodgings  oppofite  to  Patrick. 
His  hope  was  to  mike  the  difgrace,  with  which 
my  brother  had  loaded  his  daughter,  to  fall  back 
on  himfclf,  by  publilhing  that  hs:  had  two  wives, 
K  3  and 
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and  cnnfequently  had  tricked  one  or  the  other.  The 
fervaat  who  gave  this  account  to  Jaciii  added,  that 
his  mafter  would  not  limit  his  revenge  to  that  point 
only  ;  but  he  was  no  further  informed  of  the  de- 
tail of  his  projefts. 

In  the  niidft  of  thofe  vexations,  from  which  we 
jcouid  not  defend  ourfeives,  we  had  immediateiy  this 
one  conr>fort,  that  the  malice  of  Fincer  would  be 
at  Icaft  difappointed  in  his  firft  expectation.  The 
Ktarriage  of  rcy  brother  not  being  publicly  known, 
nor  even  his  name  enough,  fo  as  to  be  much  taken 
notice  of  irnfuch  a  city  as  Paris,  he  had  not  much 
to  fear,  that  an  accufation  of  this  nature  could  canfe 
him  all  the  mifchief  they  intended  to  do  him ;  and 
tliough  it  were  capable  of  embarrafling  him,  it  could 
have  little   effedl  in  the  abfence  of  Mademoifelle  de 

Xi ,  with  whom  no  body  could  imagine   he  had 

the  leaft  commerce.  Should  they  pretend  to  make 
public  the  celebration  of  the  marriage  at  St  Ger- 
main, they  would  be  under  the  nectffity  of  em- 
ploying thofe  arms,  which  themfelves  had  furnilhed 
my  brother  with  for  his  defence.  The  confent  of 
Sarah,  to  which  no  objection  could  lie  as  to  form, 
that  of  Fincer  hirafelf,  who  had  inferted  into  it  all  the 
conditions  that  could  give  it  authority,  the  fandion 
of  the  Kip.g,  annexed  to  thofe  two  inftruments,  the 
licence  of  the  biihops  ;  in  fine,  every  thing  that 
could  ferve  in  appearance  to  jutlify  his  condud. 

In  truth,  my  heart  did  not  countenance  this  re- 
fie«5lion  ;  and  if  I  could  forefee  that  Patrick  would 
foon'!r  or  later  be  reduced  to  this  manner  of  defence, 
I  already  thought  what  grief  it  would  be  to  me,  when 
1  {hoiild  perhaps  be  forced  to  give  evidence  againft 
him  in  the  caufe  of  juRiCvT  and  truth.  But  could 
Fincer  be  reproached  with  lefs  imprudence,  who  muft 
know  that  we  were  in  a  condition  to  cope  with  him, 
und  wi'-.o,  confl-quently,  would  expofe  his  daughter  to 
niore  vcxatioji,  than  he  could  pcifibly  create  us. 

W^'  learned  the  day  following,  .that  he  had  added 
many  foofmen  to  his  retinue,  and  had  given  them 
the   liveries    of  our   houfe,    and   affe<fted   to   make 

thcia 
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them  p:irade  before  his  gate,  with  no  other  view 
thiin  to  raife  the  curiofity  of  his  neighbours.  He 
hirad  a  coach,  and  painted  our  arms  upon  it.  His 
vanity  perfuading  him  that  all  the  world  had  their 
eyes  open  upon  his  conduct,  he  went  fo  Tar  as  to 
fend  often  to  Patrick's  houfe  to  inquire  after  his 
health  in  the  name  of  his  wife.  The  fimplicity 
with  which  the  fervants  anfwered  this  compHment, 
might    have  made  him  fee  one  part   of  ]iis    error. 

The  porter  of  Madcmoifelie   de   L ,  who  knew 

nothing  of  the  marriage  of  his  niiftrefs,  gave  theai 
for  anfwcr,  that  Patrick  was  either  vveii  or  ill,  without 
looking  further  into  the  compliments  fent  him.  He 
knew,  as  well  as  the  other  fervants  of  the  houfa 
did,  that  ray  brotJier  was  married  in  Ireland,  and 
that  he  did  not  agree  v.-ith  his  wife  ;  infomucli 
that-  the  inrereft:  (he  appeared  to  take  in  his  health 
might  pafs  for  the  remains  of  an  afFe<ftion,  that 
fignified  nothing,'  and  which  was  no  more  than  a 
eomfnon  culiom  among  well-bred  people.  Another 
reflexion  that  might  have  given  fome  miftruft  to 
Finccr  of  his  enterprize,  was  this,  that  having  never 

yet  feen  Mademoilelle  de   L appear,  he  might 

have  doubted  at  leaft  whether  flie  were  not  altoge- 
ther abfent,  and  in  t'le  end  eafily  difcover,  that 
not  having  lived  in  her  houfe  after  her  marriage, 
there  was  in  this  affair  fome  myRery,  which  the 
public  was  as  little  acquainted  with  as  he,  and 
which  therefore  might  render  all  his  meafures  ufe- 
lefs.  But  far  fmm  turning  his  fufpicions  on  that 
fide,  he,  on  the  contrary,  took  a  pleafurc  in  fancy- 
'^,  that  it  was  fear  and  (hamc  confined  Madc- 
..ioifel.'c  de  L  wijhin  he^  walls,  (ince  flie  knew 

him  to  be  fo  near  a  neighbour  ;  and  this  captivi* 
ty,  which  he  imagined  he  had  forced  her  to,  ap. 
pcared  to  him  a  beginning  of  his  daughter's  triumph. 
He  did  not  forget  to  give  notice  of  his  return  to  the 
Count  de  S— — ,  and  not  Jiaving  added  to  it  any 
marks  of  cftscm  and  politcnefs,  this  Hep  appeared 
to  us  Icfs  in  the  Ihapc  of  a  compliment  of  Irirnd- 
K  4  iliip, 


224      ^^G  Dean  0/ Coleraine:, 

Ihip,  than  a  declaration  of  war  agaiiiH  all  our  fa- 
inily. 

la  the  mean  time,  Patrick,  whom  my  fifter  had 
informed  of  the  incident  on  the  firft  diiy»  and  who 
had  afterwards  got  an  account  of  it  by  a  thoufand 
ether  ways,  did  not  think  hinifelf  fuperior  enough 
to  the  fears  with  which  tliey  would  ir.fpire  him, 
to  remain  in  tranquillity  fo  near  the  daiiger.  As 
he  had  laid  down  a  law  to  himfelf  to  go  abroad 
but  feldom,  and  to  pafs  in   his  clofet   all   the   time 

he  did  not  employ  in  feeing  Mademoifelle  de  L ^, 

the  atlcdlations  of  Fincer  w^ere  not  at  all  a  reafon  capa- 
ble of  keeping  him  more  clofe  fliut  up  ;  but  he  went 
abroad  attended  with  more  precautions,  and  not  be- 
ing able  to  imagine  in  what  this  fcene  would  end, 
he  advifed  with  Mademoifelle  de  L  ...  upon  fo  ur- 
gent an  embarrafTment.  Love  had  a  greater  ihare  in 
their  deliberations  than  fear.  Mademoifelle  de  L — , 
vvho  was  already  too  deeply  engaged,  had  yet  reed  of 
a  pretext  to  force  the  laft  bounds  in  which  honour 
had  flopped  her.  Pcflibly  (he  hugged  herfe^f  at  the 
bottom,  at  finding  an  opportunity  of  furmounting  her 
fcruples.  In  fine,  moved  at  the  alarms  of  Patrick,  or 
rather  vanquiihed  without  doubt  with  her  own  long- 
ings, fhe  formed  with  him  a  new  projed:,  which 
would  for  ever  fet  them  U^t  from  all  forts  of  con- 
firalnt,  and  affdre  them  of  quiet,  which  they  defpaired 
of  finding  amidft  fo  many  obftacics.  This  fcheme 
\vas  to  leave  France,  and  retire  privately  into  fome 
of  the  towns  of  Germany,  which  Mademoifelle  de 

L " —  knew.      She  was    acquainted  with   the 

language  of  that  country  ;  (he  was  a  Proteftant. 
Her  fubiiance,  of  which  the  greateft  part  was  lodged 
in  the  trading  companies,  was  no  confinement  to  her 
in  whatever  place  fhe  took  up  her  refidence,  and 
might  upon  all  occafions  be  remitted  to  her  by  bills 
of  exchange.  Thefe  motives,  fortified  by  the  impe- 
tuofity  of  a  long  pain  )n,  determined  hereto  promife 
Patrick,  and  even  to  urge  him  immediately  to  re- 
move all  diinculties  that  might  retard  their  depar- 

^"^-  He 
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He   took  great  care  not  to  communicate   to  us  {q 
ralh  a  refolatian.     In  the  mean  time,  decency   obli- 
ging him  fometimes   to  fee  the   Count  and   Countcfj, 
this  did  not  fuiTer  him  to  conceal   from  them  the  re* 
turn   of  Fincer  and   his   daughter.     He   fpoke  of  it 
as  an   unluck)'  acclJent,  lefs  dangerous   by  any  real 
injury  he  could  do  them,  than  crofs  and  croublefjms 
by  a  little  vexation  he  might  caufe  them  ;  and  there- 
upon explaining  himfelf  with  more  indifference  tham 
even  he   ought  to   have  of  it  under  this  fuppofition^ 
he  prayed  the  Count  and   his  filler   to  have   as  little 
uneafmefs   as  he   h.^d  upon  that  fcore.     I  eafily   dif- 
covercd  that  he  was  not  at  all  fmcere  ;  for  not  being 
able  to  avoid  meeting  me  fometimes  accidentally,  he 
at  length  confented  to  fee  me  ;  and  without  coming^ 
to  an  explanation  upon   the  matter,  wliich  he   rejec- 
ted  at   the  firft   word,  he  feemed  to  fuff-^r  my   pre- 
fence  without  trouble  in  the  converfation  he  had  with 
his  filler,     I  laid  before  him,  that  Fincer  would  not 
at  all  confine   himfelf  to  one  fmgle  ftratagem  ;  and, 
on  the  contrary,  being  provoked  at  finding  fo  little 
refillance,  he  would  ftudy  all  at  once  to  revenge  Iilm- 
felf  byjbme  difdain  and  outrage.     Who  knows,  faid 
I,   if,  while  he  is  bufying  himfelf  in  appearance  with 
childilh  affei5lations,  he  is  not  fctting  fome  fecrst  and 
powerful  engines  at  work  to  vex  and  perplex  you?   I 
addfd  every  thing  that  prudence   might  advife  in  an 
affair  furrounded   with  too  many    obfcurities  to  hd^pe 
from  it  fo  eafy   a  fuccefs  ;  and  if  I  condu»5led    my- 
felf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  four  him  by  my  re* 
proaches,   I  gave   him,  neverthelefs,  to  underfland, 
that  I  could  not  find  either  fo  much  innocence  cr  fe- 
curity,  as  he  did,  in  his   cni^'agement.     But  he  an- 
f^vered   me  in  a  tone,  that  difcovered  his  truft   and 
confidence  in  other  fhifts  and  after-ga^nes,   but  lefs 
difpofition  than  ever  to  be  guide3  by  my  advice. 

It  was  not  without  foundation  that  I  laboured  ta 
put  him  on  his  guard  againfl  the  attempts  of  Fincer. 
X  had  not  continued  in  a  ftate  of  inaftion  fince  my 
return,  and  had  penetrated  further  into  his  ftratagenw 
Ihiin  Fincer  hinifclf  could  roiilruft.  The  day  after 
K  5  our 
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our  arrival,  having  fet  Jacin  upon  his  track,  I  un* 
derilcod,  that,  though  in  exterior  appearance  he  was 
bwfied  in  a  feeble  and  chlldifh  revenge,  he  meditated, 
neverthelefs,  other  enterpri2es,  to  which  even  his 
comedy  was  fo  ufeful,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  looked 
Upon  hut  with  the  moft  ferious  eye.  Having  dilco- 
Tercd  that  in  the  fpace  of  two  days  he  had  been 
many  times  fecn  at  the  houfe  of  the  moft  celebrated 
Advocate  of  Paris,  I  went  there  after  him,  and  pre- 
tending to  know  nothing  of  his  being  there  before 
me,  I  gave  the  advocate  a  ftate  of  the  fame  cafe, 
with  this  difference  only,  that  our  motives  were 
fet  forth  with  an  explanation  of  the  fads.  The  ad- 
vocate, whofe  probity  equalled  his  underftanding, 
confeif;d  to  me  at  firil  fight,  that  being  retained  on 
the  other  fide,  he  had  no  anfwer  to  give  me,  but 
what  I  might  millruil.  Neverthelefs,  he  told  me,  if 
I  would  repofe  a  little  confidence  in  his  honour,  I 
may  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  caufe  of  my  brother 
was  very  bad,  and  that  I  could  not  expcdl  much  fuc- 
cefs  from  it,  Fincer  had  confeifed  to  him,  that  the 
confent  cf  his  daughter  was  in  our  hands  ;  but  he 
accufed  himfelf  for  having  extorted  it  from  her  by 
the  extremeft  violences  ;  and  he  had  no  fear  in  ap- 
pealing to  our  ov/n  teftimony.  But  to  flatter  our- 
ielves,  that  in  France  the  authority  of  the  King  of 
England,  and  of  fome  bifliops  of  that  nation  could 
fuppcrt  an  attempt  of  this  nature,  or  even  to  fuppofe 
that  the  moft  voluntary  confent  of  Sarah  would  be 
fufficlent  to  juftify  a  feparation,  for  which  no  ferious 
and  lawful  caufe  could  be  given,  was  to  feed  ourfclves 
with  a  dangerous  illufion.  Having  confirmed  his 
c-piriion  by  a  number  of  reafons  and  precedents,  he 
added  an  advice  that  made  a  great  irnprtiTion  on  me. 
Fincer,  faid  he,  appears  to  be  a  man  to  be  dreaded. 
Fury  animates  aU  his  thoughts;  and  if  he  be  refolved 
to  ftick  to  the  ordinary  methods  of  juftice,  he  will 
not  do  fo  till  he  has  in  a  manner  been  fully  aflured 
that  they  will  turn  out  favourably  to  him.  Thus  in 
either  cafe,  w.-  had  nothing  happy  or  fuccefsful  to 
proaiife   ourfehes.     This   difcourfe,   of  which   the 
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tone  and  manner  was  even  more  exprcffive  than  the 
words,  left  me  fome  ainrms,  and  I  lamented  that  I 
couid  not  explain  them  more  openly  to  Patrick, 

There  is  no  necelTity  of  remarking  every  moment 
the  reaibns  that  made   me  fo  timorous  in  regard  to 
ray  brothc:.     What    1  am  going  to   fay  is  with  a 
coiifidence,  drawn  from   the  ceilimoay   of  my  heart. 
No  fear  could   have  made   me  hefitate   a  moment*  in 
embracing,  with   zeal,  the  fide  of  jiiiiice  and  inno- 
cence, if  I  could  have  flattered  my  ft  If  wlt'i  the  leail 
hopes  of  fucceeding  by  boidnefs   and  courage.     But 
forrowful   experience  had   taught  me  fo  well,  that  I 
had  nothing  to  hope  for  from  this  method,  to  move  a 
heart  hardened  againft   ail  forts   of  endeavours  and 
reafons,  that  I  v.-as  reduced  from  this  motive  to  try 
fnch  means,  for  which   1  had   the  greateft   averfion. 
The   hopes   of  obtaining   Sarah's   confent   for   a  di- 
vorce had  began  to  ftajger  me,  when  1  h^d  f=en  her 
father  engaged  in  an  underftaiiding  wi^h  TenermilJ ; 
and  notv/ithftanding  what  1  had  juft   heard  irom  the 
French  advocate,    1  was  yet  convinced  by  divers  ex- 
amples oppofr.e  to  thofe  he  had  alledged  ;  that  in  a 
Cafe   fuch   as   ours,  an   union  of   the  civil  and  eccle- 
fialtical  authority  could  take  away  many  difficulties. 
Had  I  not  btfides   known,  that  other  advocates  of 
France  had  given  dirfcrent  opinions,  when  they  were 
confuked  by  my  brother's.   And  to  go  to  the  worll, 
\{  the  cafe  were  f  >  eafily  d^^cided  againll  us  in  France, 
was    it  not  eafy    for  us   to  quit  tliat  country,  and 
retire  into  fome  other  dominions,  where  tlie  decifion 
of  our  King  and  btfhops  would  be  more  regarded  \ 
But  thii  determination  itfclf  mult  luppofe  the  vi^lun-- 
tury  conftnt  of  Sarah.    And  indeed  it  was  fVonj  thi» 
rlioui^ht  that  1  formed  the  d«.fign  of  going  to  Den- 
mark, to  try  to  obtain  fuch  a  confent  by  my  felicita- 
tions and  advice,  from    whence  I  hoped  for  better 
efft<fls  than  trom  any  violence  of  her  father.  What- 
ever   turn    the   aiFair   might  take,  the  fame  reuion 
made  me  yet  believe,  that  I  ought  to  try  this  n)ethod, 
Wid  I  was  in  fcarch  of  an  opportuaiiy  to  piocecd  in 
Ji  0  that 
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that  way,  when  T  had  the  converfation  with  Patrick 
1  have  juil  related. 

Jacln  had  my  orders  for  this  purpofe,  and  I  had 
jio  doubt,  but  that  what  he  had  not  already  executed, 
Avas  not  yet  impolTible  for  his  zeal.  He  had  founded 
all  the  firvants  of  Fincer  ;  their  anfwers  wc-re  all  the 
Tame  ;  Sarah  was  fo  Tick,  that  nobody  was  admitted 
into  her  chamber;  (he  had  not  got  out  of  her  bed 
fmce  her  "father  had  taken  a  lodging  in  the  ftreet 
wherein  Patrick  lived,  and  the  phyficians  hadpoifoned 
her  with  medicines.  Perhaps  I  could  have  guef- 
fed  her  ailments.  She  defired,  with  as  much  ardour 
as  I,  what  I  was  in  fearch  of  with  fach  great 
eagerncfb  j  but  held  back  by  the  orders  of  her 
father,  to  whom  Pne  had  exprefled  fome  dcfire  to  fee 
roe,  and  who  had  oppofcd  her  in  it  wi:h  his  ordinary 
menaces,  fhe  duril  not  run  the  hazard  of  admitting 
me  into  her  apartment.  The  addrtfs  of  Jacia  f.-ir- 
mounttd,  nevertbeiefs,  all  obftacles.  He  watched  the 
moment  when  Fincer  went  abroad  ;  and  pretending 
to  have  met  him  in  fome  place  where  he  had  charged 
him  with  a  meffage  to  his  daughter,  he  obtained  the 
liberty  of  feeing  her.  His  compliment  was  /hort  v 
Finding  her  difpofed  to  receive  readily  wliat  he  came 
to  offer,  it  was  agreed  between  them,  that  I  fhould 
take  advantage,  as  he  did,  of  the  firft  time  her  fa- 
ther fhould  go  abroad,  anxi  that  fhe  would  run  all 
forts  of  ril'q.ues  to  converfe  with  me  a  few  moments. 

This  ft ratagem  fucceeded  the  day  following.  1  was 
moved  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  at  the  fadnefs 
and  dejedednefs  Ifaw  in lier  countenance.  Skeftretch- 
ed  out  to  me  her  hand  ;  Come  liere,  faid  fhe,  come 
and  inform  me  if  there  yet  remains  in  you  any  pity  for 
my  troubles.  You  have  never  yet  ufed  me  if! ;  but  may 
i  yet  reckon  to  find  in  you  any  more  zeal  for  my  in^ 
tcrefls,  or  ought  I  to  lament  at  leaR  your  coldnefs  I 
Keverthelefs,  added  fKe,  feeing  me  cafl  down  my 
eyes  to  hear  her,  I  fliali  never  perfuade  myislf,  if  I 
do  not  learn  it  from  your  own  mou :h,  that  you  have 
knt  your  aid  to  the  horrible  enterprize  of  your  bro^ 
thtr.  Hs  has  taken  advantage  of  a  coiifeat;  of  which 

he 
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he  kno',vs  the  irDpofture,  and  which  he  has  feen  me 
difown  in  your  prefence.  He  has  married  himlelf  aC 
St  Germ'din.  Perhaps  you  did  not  know  of  this  till 
after  I  did  ;  perhaps  you  made  a  difficulty  of  ap- 
proving it ;  but  1  k;iow  not  whether  I  may  yet  flatter 
niyfcif  with  this  thought,  or  if  I  ought  to  rank  you 
among  thofe  who  have  defired  my  deitruili.jn. 

It  was  too  eafy  to  juftify  mylelf  to  refufe  her  '^iis 
confolation.  I  fatisfied  l^r  in  few  words,  hut  pre  fled 
by  the  fear  of  Fincer,  who  might  furprize  us  every 
moment,  I  engaged  her  by  divers  qu-ftion?  to  com- 
municate to  me  what  (he  knew  of  the  projt(fls  of  her 
father.  She  did  not  feek  to  excufe  herfeh  from  gratify- 
ing me  in  this  requeH.  Alas.  !  f:id  the,  this  is  the  over 
meafure  of  my  misfortunes,  that  being  reduced  to  the 
extremity  1  am  in  by  the  ii  jnftice  and  cruelly  of  my 
hufb  md;  I  (hould  beyetcapabie  of  all  alarms  into  which, 
his  intercfl  caQs  m?,  and  this  new  torment  makes  me 
more  unhappy  than  all  his  fliglits.  She  related  to  me 
then,  v/ith  what  piiTnn  her  father  had  forced  her  to 
take  the  journey  to  Denmark,  with  the  fole  view  of 
raifmg  as  many  embirraflments  to  my  brothers,  as  he 
pretended  to  have  received  infults  and  vexations  from 
them.  But  hearing  on  the  road  thai  his  hopes  were 
frulirated  by  the  precipitate  marriage  of  Patrick,  his 
fury  had  changed  all  his  refol.itions,  and  he  hjid.  no 
other  thought  than  to  return  to  Paris  to  revenge  him- 
fclf.  In  his  firft  tranfports  he  talked  of  nothing  but 
walhing  away  his  outrage  with  the  blf>od  of  Patrick, 
and  to  employ  the  arm  of  another,  if  the  flrength 
of  his  own  failed  him.  He  appeared  fo  fixed  in  this 
refoluion,  that  the  tremblir.g  Sarah,  feeing  her  tears 
ufelefs  in  appcafing  him,  and  not  daring  to  look 
for  any  further  remedy,  had  at  length  nlFercd  liinti 
to  marry  Tenermill ;  but  he  had  rcj  dcd  even  this 
marriage  as  a  fatisfa(5lion  coming  too  late,  and  wJiich 
would  always  leave  the  difadvantage  on  his  fide, 
fincc  it  came  alter  the  offence:  Sarah  could 
obtain  nothing  by  her  continual  inftanccs,  but  to 
make  him  fnfpend  his  revenge  for  feme  time,  under 
pretence  that  it  was  of  importance  to  dive  into  the 

circum- 
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^ircumftcince?  that  might  render  my  brother  more  or 
lefs  guilry  ;  but  if  he  had  refpited  his  vengeance  by 
this  motive,  he  had  iormed  the  refoiution  of  beginning 
at  leaft  to  affront  Patrick,  by  lodging  fo  near  him,  to 
makreliim  underftandfor  what  it  was  he  threatiiedhim.. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  thought  having  come  into 
his  Jiead,  to  confult  fome  advocates  of  Paris,  he  faw 
a  new  way  opened  unco  him  frfjjii  their  opinions.  The 
third  of  biood  was  changed  into  an  eagernefs  for  ju- 
dicial proceedings;  and  this  paffion  bei  ig  more  agree- 
able to  his  age,  he  feemed  to  furrender  himfeif  up 
to  it  entirely.  Sarah  informed  me,  that  he  had  em- 
ployed many  fkilfuJ  pradltioners  to  draw  up  a  memo- 
rial, ill  which  the  ingratitude  and  treachery  of  Pa- 
trick were  to  be  aggravated  in  the  moil  black  co- 
lours, and  that  he  waited  to  form  his  libel  jnridi-- 
caliy,,  which  inilrnment  was  in  a  readinefs  to  appear 
this  inftant.  His  intention  was  to  draw  the  eyes  of 
the  publick  iipon  his  enemy.  The  retirement,  ia 
which  he  faw  him  hide  himfeif,  had  provohed  him ; 
and  this  apparent  tranquil liry  appeared  to  him  to  be 
another  infuit,  which  he  was  relolved  to  punifh.  In 
]^e,  not  being  encugh  maftcr  of  his  reafon  to  put 
t^efe  effcifts  of  his  hatrcvi  into  any  method,  all  his 
notions  and  defigns  claflied  together,  and  made  him 
fucceflively  take  a  thoiifand  refolutrons  the  fame  day,- 
diametrically  oppofice  to  one  another. 

I  waited,  till  Sarah  having  reprefented  to  me  the 
rage  and  intrigues  of  her  father,  Ihould  lay  open 
to  me  her  own  views;  but  caling  herfclf  back  a- 
gain  to  afk  me  what  aiFedion  I  yet  had  for  her, 
I  was  furprized  to  hear  her  add  nothing  but  com- 
plaints and  Jamentarions  for  her  fate,  and.fruitlefs- 
empty  intreaties,  which  ended  in,  requefting  me  to 
conferve  an  efteem  of  her,  and  to  afford  her  my 
compalHon.  The  reflexion  I  made  upon  thefe  ex- 
prefiions,  joined  to  her  confeflion  of  the  difpo- 
fition  (he  had  fnewed  |o  her  father  of  marrying  my 
Lord  Tenermill,  revived  in  me  all  the  ideas  that  had 
determinedmeto  take  the  journey  to  Denmark.  With- 
out being  afrard  of  what  the  hatred  of  Fiacer  might 
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coft  me  to  ftruggle  with,  I  thought  this  moaient  fa- 
vourable to  make  her  enter  into  the  fole  reconci- 
liation, from  whence,  any  hopes  of  happinefs  could 
arife  to  us.  I  did  nt)t  take  up  my  (lory  frono  a 
diftance,  havini^  given  her  afrarances  that  I  was 
fuch  a  nr^an  as  (he  feemeci  to  v.-ifh  for :  It  is  but  too 
true,  faid  I,  tliat  my  brother  thinks  himfelf  autho- 
rized to  enter  into  a  new  marriage  from  the  ap- 
probation of  the  King  and  our  bifliops  ;  and  if  his 
wife,  added  I  (with  an  imprudence  that  was  not 
pardonable  but  Jrom  the  intention  that  made  me  de- 
fignedly  commit  it)  is  not  yet  poirciTed  of  thofe  rights 
which  (he  received  before  the  altar  ;  this  is  only  owing 
to  motives  of  decorum  and  modefty,  which  (he  judges 
of  importance  to  her  reputation,  not  to  (hew  too 
much  hafle  in  fubmitting  herfelf  to  her  hufhand's 
pleafure.  She  is  retired  into  a  convent,  where  you 
may  well  fancy  that  the  ardour  of  your  rnfidel 
will  not  permit  her  to  continue  long.  Your  divorce 
is  then  confummated,  though  the  marriage  of  my 
brother  be  not.  Without  doubt,  they  mi(ured  your 
confent,  which  was  wrung  from  you  whether  you 
would  or  not;  it  ought  to  have  been  voluntary: 
This  is  a  truth  that  I  would  fupport  to  the  lall 
drop  of  my  blood,  if  1  had  been  advifed  with  on 
your  fide;  but  fuch  as  it  is,  it  has  pa(red  for  cur- 
rent in  the  eyes  of  the  King.  And  how  could  the 
King  but  be  over  reached  in  it,  when  he  faw  it  for- 
tified by  the  certificate  of  your  father  ?  What  I  would 
conclude  from  hence,  continued  I,  is,  that  without  en- 
tering into  a  difcuflion  of  the  duty  of  my  brother 
and  his  new  fpoufe,  it  is  certain  you  have  nothing 
more  to  hope  for  from  the  heart  of  an  infidel ;  and 
when  with  my  teftiinony,  which  you  (hall  always 
have  ready  at  yoiir  fervice,  your  advocate  (liall  raife 
ol>}e<flions  to  this  marriage,  which  they  may  perhaps 
too  lightly  think  unanfwcrablc,  you  will  tlun  remaia 
no  lels  deprived  of  him,  whom  you  jullly  impeach 
of  ingratitude.  I  looked  on  her  attentively  at  every 
word  I  pronounced  ;  and  as  it  were  encouraged  by 
ihc'  deep  filcncc   wi:li  which  Ihc  air<;<itcd  to  hear 
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me,  T  ventured  to  declare  to  her  openly  what  It  wai 
iaipoffibie  but  (he  mtift  have  underftood  by  halves. 

One  word  from  you,  faid  I  with  the  moft  foft 
and  tender  voice,  would  rc-eftabliOi  happinefs  and 
friendfhip  in  our  families.  Accept  in  reality  by  one 
fmgle  word  of  the  offer  my  Lord  Tenermill  has 
made  you  of  his  heart  and  hand.  And  as  I  had 
immediately  apprehended  an  objedion  flie  would  not 
fail  making:  Fear  nothing,  added  I  eagerly,  from 
the  refentment  of  your  father,  and  look  upon  it  only^ 
as  a  hilty  paffian  that  cannot  endure  long.  I  will 
undertake  to  manage  his  mind,  he  cannot  long  fliut 
his  eyes  upon  the  advantage  of  an  alliance,  which 
will  end  all  our  divifions,  and  afllire  you  of  a  rank 
worthy  of  you.  Did  not  he  think  in  this  manner 
when  he  fo  freely  approved  the  propofals  of  Tener- 
mill \  1  fear  no  obitacle  but  from  you.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  1  fhould  fay,  that  I  ceafe  to  fear  this^ 
fince  I  propofe  nothing  to  you  that  you  have  not 
offered  to  your  father,  and  will  confcquently  be 
freely  difpofed  to  fee  it  fucceed. 

If  I  feared  to  be  interrupted  by  the  objedions  or 
refufal  of  Sarah,  I,  on  the  other  hand,  was  amazid 
to  fee  her  continue  fo  long  filent.  She  appeared  to 
liften  to  rae  at  firft  ;  but  I  thought  1  obfcrved  to- 
wards the  end,  that  ail  her  attention  was  turned  on 
her  own  thoughts,  and  I  was  more  convinced  of 
this,  when,  having  flopped  me  to  give  her  the  liberty 
©f  anf^ering,  Ihe  continued  ftiil  fome  moments,  not 
only  without  opening  her  mouth,  but  without  even 
obferving  that  1  had  done  fpeaking.  She,  r.everthelcfs^ 
^ot  cut  of  this  reverie  with  fome  marks  of  confu- 
fion  ;  and  labouring  to  recoiled  f^ine  words  of  my 
difcourfe  which  had  flruck  her  ears,  fhe  anfwered 
them  in  a  manner  that  Ihe  judged  might  be  equally 
fuitable  to  fomething  {he  had  not  heard.  You 
give  me  advice,  faid  Ihe  with  an  air  lefs  melancho- 
ly than  embarraffed,  that  I  Ih-ould  never  be  capable  of 
following.  It  was  only  my  fear  for  the  life  of  my 
hufbjind,  that  obliged  me  to  make  an  offer  to  my 
father,  that  1  (hould  without  doubt  have  ill  obfcrved,^ 

and 
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and  which  I  have  a  long  time  reproached  myfelf 
with.  Have  you  yonrfelf  taught  me  to  forget,  ad- 
ded flie  with  a  forced  fniile,  that  the  Winds  of  ma- 
trimony cannot  be  dilTolved  hut  by  death  ?  Then 
liftening  immediately,  as  if  flie  thought  fhe  heard  her 
father;  but  I  much  apprehend,  added  (he,  haft  I 
fhould  cxpofe  you  too  much  in  your  lirft  vlfit,  by 
keeping  you  liere  too  long.  Go,  my  dear  Dean,  and 
remember  the  promifc  you  have  made  to  love  me. 
1  reckon  upon  it  fo  much,  that  1  fliall  make  no 
difficulty  in  giving  you  notice  when  you  may  come 
here  without  danger.  She  gave  orders  to  one  of 
her  fervants,  whom  fhe  immediately  called,  to  con* 
du<5l  me  with  precaution  to  the  gate. 

She  fpoke  thefe  laft  wo'-ds  in  a  tone  fo  different 
from  what  (he  had  began  with,  and  even  the  air  of 
her  countenance  appeared  to  be  fo  much  changed, 
that  if  I  was  extremely  amazed  at  an  adventure  fo 
ftrange,  I  was  no  lefs  fo,  when,  upon  going  away,  I 
ibund  1  was  nothing  the  wifer  for  it ;  nor  in  rea- 
lity did  I  underftand  the  meaning  of  it  till  after  the 
unhappy  confequences  of  this  converfation,  when 
I  called  to  mind  my  indifcretion,  by  which  I  had 
made  myfelf  guilty  before- hand  of  the  mod  fatal  ac- 
cident of  this  hiftory.  I  wUl  not  break  into  the 
thread  of  my  ftory  to  declare  it  now,  although  I 
confefs,  that  the  indifcretion  of  that  moment  never 
will  be  fufticienily  made  amends  for  by  all  my  tears. 

Going  out  of  the  houfc  with  hafty  Heps,  all  my 
reflcdior>s  turned  upon  what  I  had  juft  fcen  and 
heard.  Notwithftanding  the  uncertainty  I  was  in  as 
I  walked  along,  yet  being  rather  inclined  at  the  bot- 
tom to  hope  than  to  fear,  1  banilhcd  from  me  every 
thing  that  might  conftiain  or  clogg  my  imagina'ion, 
in  order  to  dwell  upon  a  ihoufand  things  cipable  of 
flittering  it.  If  the  palfion  of  Sarah  for  Patrick  was 
at  length  cooled,  and  if  the  cafinefs,  wirh  which  flic 
fecmcd  to  me  to  combat  my  arguments,  was  a  proof 
of  this,  to  which  all  my  doubts  ought  to  give  wav, 
what  happy  fruits  might  not  I  have  promifcd  myfelf 
f:om  my  viftory  ?    Without  repeating  thofc  which  I 

have 
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have  already  mentioned,  was  not  my  reconciliation 
certain  with  my  Lord  Tenermiil,  and  could  the  verr 
tranqnijiicy  and  honour  of  our  hoiife  be  better  efta- 
biifhed  ?   i  longed  to  communicate  fuch   fweet  hopes 

to  the  Count  and  Countefs  of  S .   1  did  not  delay 

a  moment  in  going  to  their  houfe.  They  had  bseii 
informed  by  myfeif  of  the  vifit  I  intended  to  make  to 
Sarah  Fincer,  and  they  waited  for  the  faccefs  of  it 
with  impatience. 

The  news  I  carried  them,  fet  off  with  the  prepof- 
fedions  vvith  wliich  I  laboured  in  a  manner  to  fill  my- 
feif, made  them  take  up  the  fame  idea  with  me  of  the 
difpofitions  of  Sarah.  In  the  midft  of  their  joy  up- 
on this  cccafion,  they  thought  it  feafonable  to  dif- 
patch  an  exprefs  to  my  Lord  Tenermiil,  who  had  left 
St  Germain  two  days  before  to  join  his  regiment. 
The  proje»fl  of  an  embarkation  for  Ireland  being  up- 
on the  point  of  execution,  it  was  to  be  feared  he 
would  efcape  us  in  the  very  moment  fortune  feeraed 
to  referee  for  him  all  her  favours.  Four  days  feem* 
ed  to  us  fufficient  to  remove  all  our  remaining  difti- 
culties.  1  did  not  provide  myfeif  with  a  falfe  courage, 
when  I  promiied  Sarah  to  encounter  the  hatred  of 
her  father,  nor  did  I  flatter  myfeif  with  prefumptuous 
hopes  when  I  engaged  to  bend  it.^  What,  would  I 
not  attempt  to  fucceed  in  an  enterprize  fo  fultable  to 
iTjy  character  and  principles  ?  Moreover  I  had  fome 
inclination  to  believe  (although  polite-nefs  made  me 
conceal  this  conjtdure  from  his  daughter)  that  far 
from  having  fo  much  hatred  or  difguft  as  he  pre- 
tended for  the  hand  of  Tenermiil,  he  v/ould  accept 
of  it  uith  more  facisfailion  than  ever  fmce  the  mar- 
riage of  Patrick,  if  he  had  the  offer  of  it;  or  that  he 
would  again  court  it  with  eagernefs,  if  he  dnrft  reckon 
upon  i':,  that  he  fhould  not  meet  with  a  repulfe. 
Thus  the  flight  he  afTecled,  was,  in  my  opini:;n, 
no  more  than  the  ma!k  of  a  proud  man,  who  rcfufed 
beforehand  what  he  feared  he  could  not  obtain,  but 
would  embrace  with  great  joy,  '^\\q\\  he  had  an  of- 
fer of  it,  and  would  facrifice  ail  his  real  refentments 
and  affe<^ed  flights,   to  affare  himfelf  readily  of  the 
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pofTefllon  of  it.  Without  this  fuppofition,  I  muft  k)ok 
on  him,  not  only  as  a  cruel  and  unnatural  father,  but 
one  abfolutely  infenfible  of  the  honour  of  his  daugh- 
ter ;  and  we  had  remarked,  neverthejeis,  through  the 
courfe  of  his  rigours,  that  he  had  nothing  in  the 
world  fo  dear  to  him  as  her. 

When  I  began  to  repofe  myfeifuponfuch  favourable 
appearances,  Jacin  brought  me  an  account,  that 
he  had  obfervcd  extraordinary  ftirs  among  Pa- 
trick's fcrvants,  and  that  he  was  deceived  if  it  waa 
not  the  token  of  fome  new  fecret  that  would  foon 
break  out.  He  had,  neverthelefs,  made  fome  ufelcfs 
efforts  to  penetrate  further  into  it.  Patrick,  more 
alarmed  at  the  bottom  than  he  cared  to  own,  and 
ftiut  up  as  it  were  in  a  fort  of  prifon,  by  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Fincer,  from  whence  he  could  never  ftir 
abroad  without  fear,  had  fo  llri<niy  forbid  his  fer- 
vants  from  having  the  leaft  acquaintance  with  thofe  of 
Sarah,  that  out  of  fear  of  failing  in  his  orders,  they 
had  become  almoft  as  unfociable  and  inacceflible  as 
himfelf.  He  had  moreover,  by  his  favours  and  pro- 
mifcs,  moulded  and  difpofed  ihem  to  follow  blindly 
all  his  will.  In  the  mean  time,  his  intended  journey 
requiring  care  and  contrivance,  it  was  imprflibic 
that  all  their  motions  could  be  kept  fecret,  and  Jacin 
perceived  this.  I  (liould  have  given  more  attention 
to  this  information,  if  I  had  not  made  too  great  a 
reckoning  of  my  brother's  valet  de  chanibre,  to 
whom  I  had  recommended  not  to  leave  me  in  igno- 
rance of  any  thins;  that  was  of  the  lead  importance 
t«  Iiis  martcr.  But  even  this  youth  had  his  peculiar 
intereds  to  ferve.  Patrick,  imparting  to  him  the  de- 
fign  ol  hii  departure,  had  recommended  nothing  to 
liim  fo  Uridly  as  dilcrction,  and  the  promifcs  or 
threats  with  which  ht  liad  accompanied  thii  order, 
had  made  hiin  look  upon  a  bUnd  obedience  as  a  fa- 
crifice  nccclfary  for  the  advancement  of  his  for- 
tune. 

It  is  howcv?r  true,  that  I  had  no  other  light  given 
me  of  tilts  cntcrpri/e  which  my  brother  was  on 
the  eve  of  executing.     I'he  principal  part  of  hi»  fur* 
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niture  and  goods  had  bee^  removed  oat  of  town  is 
the  night  time  ;  a  trufty  man  was  charged  with  the 
reft  of  his  affairs.     MadciTioifelle    de  L  was 

to  have  come  that  evening  to  her  houfe  for  fome 
particulars,  which  neceiTirily  required  her  own  pre- 
fence  ;  and,  without  even  thinking  of  bidding  us  a- 
dieu,  which  they  apparently  turned  over  to  do  bj 
their  letters,  they  propofed  to  begin  their  journey 
for  Germany  before  day. 

It  was  the  day  following  the  vifit  I  had  made 
Sarah,  that  all  thefe  meafnres  v/ere  to  be  executed, 
Patrick,  though  refolved  to  conceal  from  us  his  de- 
parture, yet  came  to  the  Count  de  S 's  houfe  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  that  fatal  day.  I  was  there  ;  all 
the  repugnance  he  had  to  hear  me,  and  which  the 
embarr  a  Client  he  was  in  made  the  marks  yet  more 
perceivable,  did  not  take  from  me  a  defire  to  relate 
to  him  the  converfation  I  had  with  Fincer's  daughter. 
He  had  heard  it  that  evening  from  the  Count  and 
Countefs,  whom  ha  had  feen  in  my  abfence.  If  yoa 
ever  have  had,  faid  I,  any  reafon  to  confide  in  my 
friendfhip,  it  is  now  you  ought  to  have  it,  when  yoa 
fee  me  abandon  my  former  work,  and  change  my  in- 
clinations and  dafires  to  conform  myfcif  to  yours.  I 
begin  to  inttreft  myfeif  as  much  as  you  in  the  fuc- 
eel's  of  your  marriage  ;  my  dijfficuities  give  way 
to  fo  many  reafons  as  fpeak  in  your  favour.  At 
any  other  time  I  doubt  not  but  my  fmcerity  would 
have  moved  hitn ;  but  fiiied  as  he  was  with  his 
defign,  and  not  being  come  to  the  Count's  but 
with  a  view  of  couc:aling  it,  he,  withiiit  queilion, 
was  appr^henfive  of  ray  penetration,  and  this  fear 
made  him  interrupt  me  with  his  ordinary  coldnefs. 
His  not  (hawing  more  emotion  at  the  relation  of 
all  Fmcer's  mewaces,  and  his  indifference  for  events 
that  fo  nearly  touched  him,  raifed  in  us  a  furprize, 
which  we  had  a  difficuky  to  get  rid  of  after  his  de- 
parture. \ 

in  the  mean  tim*',  as  it  was  i[npor::ant  for  my  v  ews 
to  draw  a  pofitive  anfwer  from  Sara!i,  I  had  given 
it  in  chargt  to  Jacin  to  contrive    a   new  interview 

with 


I'hc  Dean  q/^  Cole  rain E.        237 

with  her.  He  had  not  mified  the  opportunity  of 
getting  into  her  apartment,  and  of  i'peaking  to  her; 
but  inltead  ot  finding  that  e^'gernels  Ihe  had  the  even- 
ing before  to  ite  me,  he  received  only  a  ftiort  an- 
fwer,  by  which  Ihe  prayed  ine  to  put  olF  my 
vifit  till  next  day.  She  was  up,  and  drtired  with  as 
much  care  as  if  (he  were'dilpofed  to  go  abroad. 
Jacin  jpoke  to  me  with  admiration  oi  the  change 
he  had  obferved  in  her  eyes  and  countenancer. 
Her  languor  had  given  place  to  a  natural  air  of 
vivacity  and  joy.  One  could  not  have  furpe<5ltd  (he 
had  paifed  io  many  irkfome  days  undtr  iuch  an 
over- burthen  of  giief.  It  could  be  no  other  than  the 
hopes  of  a  better  fortune  that  h;id  wrought  this 
miracle;  and,  according  to  iny  prcpofr-.irion,  1  attri- 
buted it  to  an  effort  (he  had  made  on  herfelf  to  for- 
get Pairick,  and  make  herfcll  happy  in  the.  arms  of 
'^I'enermil!. 

How  far  was  I  from  penetrating  into  her  fituation  ! 
I  fliould  make  a  bad  e.ntraLce  into  tht  melancholy 
circumllances  1  am  about  to  relate,  if  I  did  not  trace 
them  higiier  up  to  the  cauie  of  my  error  The 
dillraftions  I  remarked  in  tJie  difcourlis  I  had  with 
her  were  indeed  the  effcd  of  niy  words,  and  de- 
noted in  her  mind  as  much  perplciiity  and  agitation 
as  I  had  conceived.  But  it  was  neither  that  which 
bufied  me  n  oie,  nor  what'l  thought  cajxible  of  pof- 
ilfllng  lier  entirely,  that  in  reality  had  fixed  her  at- 
teniion.  It  had  dropped  from  me,  (without  any  other 
defij/n  than  to  do  honour  to  the  moderation  of 
Patrick  by  ren.arking  that  he  had  ohierved  at  lead 
fome  mealures  wiih  her,)  ih*it  Madcmoifclle  de  L— . 
had  retired  into  a  convent,  and  that  by  agreement 
with  my  brother  (he  had  poltponed  the  conlummntion 
of  her  marriage  to  more  I'cttlcd  times.  This  raifcJ 
two  I  cw  thoughts  in  the  mind  of  Sirah,  or  rather 
awaktntd  in  \\zv  heart  two  hopes  more  repugnant 
than  ever  to  her  reptjfc.  Lofi.g  inftantly  all  at- 
tention to  the  rcil  of  my  wordi.  fhe  put  herfcif  on 
thirkiiig  that  her  fate  was  wa^  not  at  all  fo  dcfp^rate 
AS  (he  imaginedy  feeing  th~c  iituation  of  Madcmoifclle 

de 
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d6  L  .  was  not  different  from  hers,  and  that  the 
new  tie  that  Patrick  had  entered  into  had  nothing 
in  it  more  ftrong  and  more  inviolable  than  that  by 
which  he  was'^engaged  to  her  in  Ireland.  She  frona 
thence  concluded,  that  there  yet  remained  many  ways 
for  her  to  try,  and  the  abfence  of  her  rival  offer- 
ed her  one  of  them,  which  ihe  preferred  to  all  thofe 
of  Vv'hich  (he  had  the  <;hoice  }  and  that  was  to  fur- 
prize  Patrick  in  the  folitude  he  lived  in,  and  to 
employ  every  thing  moft  powerful  in  love  to  touch 
his  heart.  This  notion  flattered  her  fo  much  the 
more,  that  fmce  her  arrival  from  Ireland  fhe  never 
Iiad  defired  any  thing  with  fo  much  ardour  as  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  coaverling  with  him  alone. 
Ciicumitances  of  affairs  had  always  robbed  her  of 
this  opportunity,  and  (he  aicribed  the  triumph  of 
her  rival  to  noticing  eife  but  to  the  advantage  of  fee- 
ing and  talking  to  him  continually. 

t>he  did  not  propofe  this  enterprize  as  a  matter 
eafily  to  be  effsiiled.  It  was  this  Ihe  meditated  upon 
io  profoundly,  when  I  thought  her  attentive  to  my 
reafonings  and  advice.  She  knew  by  a  thoufand  un-. 
fucceistui  trials,  that  (he  had  little  intercourfe  to 
hope  for  from  my  brother'^  fervants,  and  Ihe  would 
not  expok'  hsr  fecret  to  any  body  wno  w^s  capable 
of  beirayiiig  her  But  having  dextroufly  got  new-in- 
formations   alter    my    departure,   ihe   lcar:ied   from 

her  landlady  that  Mademoifelle    de,  L rented 

a  hired  houfe,  and  that  the  proprietor  of  it  main- 
tained a  houfekeeper,  for  whom  he  had  referved  a 
chamber.  This  hint  was  fufficient.  The  houfe- 
keeper, of  what  charader  foever  he  might  be,  was 
not  a  man  to  whom  the  commands  of  my  brother 
were  laws,  nor  who  could  find  more  intereft  in  foU 
lowing  them,  than  in  receiving  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money,  by  which  fhe  thought  proper  to  gain  him 
over  to  her  intereft.  She  employed  her  landlady 
to  bring  him  to  her  privately.  Gold  produced  its 
effects  ;  Ihe  difpofed  him  by  her  offers  to  do  her  all 
kind  of  fervices. 

This 
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This    man  was  not   ignorant   that    Mademoifelle 

<3e  L was  about  quitting  her  houfe,  and  that 

Patrick  had  aJready  lent  away  the  moft  vahiable  of 
hcT  goods.  Bat  they  had  carefully  concealed  from 
him  that  they  did  lb  in  order  to  cake  a  journey- 
to  Germany  ;  and  the  rent  ot  the  houle  being  paid 
beforehand,  he  had  little  curioiity  what  the  de- 
figns  of  his  lodgers  were.  Nevertheielb,  the  expla- 
Eation  he  had  giveii  thereupon  to  Sarah  was  to  her 
a  new^  rcalon  to  prtfs  the  execution  of  her  pro- 
jed.  bhe  tancied  iL  was  the  coiiftraint  Patrick  was 
under  in  her  neighbourhood,  that  had  made  hina 
think  of  lodging  la  a  clitt':rrent  quarter ;  and  the 
uncertainty  ot  hudmg  hitn  a;c  ain  ii  he  oncc  removed 
from  her,  did  not  give  her  lenve  to  lufpend  this  eiiter- 
prize  lurther  than  to  the  day  foiJowing.  This  was  the 
day  in  which  Jacin  had  Jound  her  fo  brilliant; 
occaliuued  ab  mucn  by  ti.ie  laiibicidioa  of  her  heart, 
as  the  or. laments  ol  her  drtls. 

.  It  was  fcarce  dark  enougii  to  favour  her  defign, 
when,  leaving  her  confluent  in  her  chamber,  with 
orders  to  teil  every  one  that  might  corre  to  her, 
that  Ihe  had  need  of  fome  hours  of  relt ;  Ihe  com- 
mitted herfelt  to  the  guidance  of  her  lanclady, 
who  fucceeded  luckily  enough  in  getting  her  abroad, 
and  putting  her  into  the  hands  of  Patrick's  houfe- 
kceper.  She  had  told  them  the  fcrvices  Ihe  ex- 
petted.  The  buiinefs  only  was  to  oj)cn  to  her  my. 
brother's  apartmer.t,  when  the  might  be  allured 
that  he  was  in  it  alone ;  but  learning  from  the 
houfe-keeper  that  he  was  not  yet  relurncd  trom 
town,  (he  changed  her  firlt  dcfign  into  that  of  go- 
ing that  monici.c  into  the  aoarirncnt,  and  waiting 
there  his  return.  The  folitary  life  he  led,  and 
of  which  the  houfe  keeper  gave  her  an  account, 
was  a  fufficicnt  realbn  fur  her  not  to  fear  that  he 
would  rtiurn  with  any  inconvenient  company. 

In  the  mean   time,  as  if  the  evil  genius  of  our 
two  families  had  taken  care  to  condud  thcfc  events, 
this  opportunity    that  aj>pcarcd  to    iiarah  to  be  fo 
'  lupily  chofexi,  and   from  whence  iue  already  Bat- 
tered 
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tered  herfelf  il  e  (hould  draw  great  advantages,  waS 
abouL  being  the  moll  doioroab  momeiit  of  her  who'e 
life.  She  was  going  Lo  lee  near  al  nand  what  ap- 
peared to  her  mod  ioraiidab'e  at  a  diftance,  and  to 
find  an  open  grave,  wh-re  Ihe  expeded  conlolaiions, 
and  perhaps  pleaiurts,  ihat  ihe  had  never  hitherto  had 
a  talte  of.  lor  this  was  a  conteliion  Ihe  made  me 
afterwards.  In  rejecting  on  the  tiappinefs  Ihe  was 
going  to  have  in  being  aione  with  Patrick,  it  came 
into  her  mind,  that  all  her  misfortunes  proceeded 
fro.n  her  felt  by  an  cxcefs  o\  modeity  and  referved- 
ncls,  thai  ihe  had  always  kept  up  with  him.  The 
heart  of  a  man  inienhble  demanded  to  be  attacked 
with  kfs  difcretion.  bhe  blamed  herfelt  for  having 
never  liirred  iiim  up  by  her  caielFesj  and  confider- 
iiig  tiiat  a  wife  has  a  thoufaijd  rights,  ot  which 
even  her  virtue  does  not  ioibid  her  the  ufe,  flie  was 
reioived,  in  order  to  loiten  and  melt  down  the  ingrate, 
who  was  not  acquainted  enough  with  ail  her  charms, 
to  Hep  a  little  out  of  thofe  bounds  wherein  (he  had 
contained  herfelf  too  long.  This  thought  corref- 
ponded  with  that  ihe  had  already  conceived  of  her 
Ikaation.  \\i  luppcfmg  the  mairiage  of  Ma-demoi- 
ielie  dc  L to  be  celebrated  with  the  lame  ce- 
remonies as  hers,  Ihe  thought  htricil  on  that  fide 
under  a  fort  ot  equality  with  her  j  and  the  point  on 
which  fhe  fancied  the  iolidity  ot  the  one  or  the  other^ 
engagement  might  depend,  bting  confummation, 
her  hope  yet  w^as  to  bear  down  the  baliance  by  getting 
the  itart  of  her  rival.  This  was  an  argument  ill 
conceived,  proceedmg  from  rhit,  that  fhe  did  not 
fufficiently  comprehend,  that  Patrick's  new  marriage 
was  not  founded  but  upon  a  nuivity  fuppofed  in  the 
firft,  and  that  if  hers,  on  the  contrary,  had  all  the  con- 
ditions that  rend-^r  thofe  engageiaents  inviolable,  this 
would  necelTarily  infer  a  nuiiiiy  in  the  ftcond. 

In  fine,  her  imagination  being  filled  with  her  de- 
fign",  and  tremblii.g,  neverthclei^  at  the  approach  of  a 
moment  fhe  panted  after,  fhe  <h 'ircd  her  guides  to 
leave  her  in  my  brother's  apartu.ent.  They  retired 
into  that  of  tne  hou^- keeper.    ^\i^  was  taken  up 

without 
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wirhcut  doubt  in  preparing  hcrfelf  for  a  fcene,  that 
required  more  experience  than  fne  had  in  tt,  and 
more  art  thin  fhc  was  capable  of  to  condud  it.  The 
chamber  was  lighted  by  two  candles  already  left  there 
by^the  fervants,  expe<5ting  the  return  of  their  niaftsr. 
They  had  carried  away,  as  I  have  obferved,  the  prin- 
cipal furniture  of  the  lodgings  ;  and  the  reft  being 
fcattered  about  without  order,  Icarce  could  (he  find 
a  chair  that  was  not  loaded  with  fomething  or  other 
to  hinder  her  fitting  down.  Hov/ever,  (lie  found  one 
at  laft,  which  was  in  a  manner  hid  behind  the  door 
of  one  of  thofe  prelfes  that  people  fometimes  fix  in 
the  wainfcot,  to  make  good  an  unevennefs  in  the  wall, 
and  bring  it  upon  a  level  with  the  chimney.  I'his 
door  was  left  open  in  the  hurry  of  unfurniihing  the 
chamber  ;  and  far  from  (hutting  it  to  expofe  herftlf 
openly,  Sarah  hugged  hcrfelf  with  liaving  got  a  fitu- 
ation  that  fecmed  to  favour  her  natural  timidity. 
She  Wilted  only  a  (hort  time  ;  but  her  emotion  re- 
doubling at  the  firft  noife  (he  heard,  (lie  thought  (lie 
obferved  that  my  brother  was  not  alone.  All  (lie 
could  imagine  was,  that  he  was  followed  by  fome  of 
his  fervants.  Ncvtrthelefs,  the  noife  increafing  ia 
proportion  as  they  came  nearer,  (he  plainly  didin- 
guiflied  the  voice  of  a  woman. 

To  what  tranfports  had  (he  not  all  at  once  aban- 
doaed  herfelf,  if  (he  had  known  the  voice  of  her 
rival  !  And  this  had  been  the  greateft  happinefs  that 
Heaven  in  its  goodnefs  could  have  granted  her  ;  it 
would  have  fpared  her  ihcfe  mortal  griefs  which, 
ere  long,  tore  her  (oul  afunder,  and  prevented  thofe 
fatal  extremities  which  followed  them.   It  was  indeed 

Mademoifcile  dc  L whom  Patrick  brought  from 

the  convent  to  fini(h  what  was  wanting  in  the  prepara- 
tions for  their  departure,  and  to  leave  Paris  together 
during  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  lie  propolcd  to 
her  to  be  feated  at  their  coming  in.  The  fervants 
immediately  cleared  a  fettee  filled  vikh  part  of  the 
goods ;  and,  in  movin^^  them,  the  table  on  which  the 
candles  (lood  was  pu(hed  fo  near  the  door  that  hid 
the  redicfs  Sarabi  that  it  made  a  IvrC  ci  a  prifon  of 

Vol   II.  L  the 
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the  place  where  fne  was  fettled.  She  thonght,  never- 
thekfs,  of  nothing  but  keeping  herfelf  undiicovered  ; 
and  her  attention  not  failing  yet  on  any  thing  but 
the  danger  of  being  feen,  fhe  hoped,  that  at  the  end 
of  fuch  an  unfeafonable  time,  which  (he  took  for  an 
indifferent  vifit,  (he  Ihould  be  foon  delivered  from  this 
reftraint. 

In  the  mean  time,  Patrick,  difordered  for  a  long 
time  with  the  impatience  of  love,  burned  with  the 
defire  of  feeing  himfeif  at  liberty,  and  commanded 
the  fervants  to  retire.  He  no  iboner  found  himfeif 
•without  witnefies,  than  he  abandoned  himfeif  to  all 
his  ardour,  and  ufed  a  thoufand  expreffions  too  plain 
to  leave   Sarah  longer  under  \\(:v  doubts.      He  had 

beenaccuftomed  to  treat  Mademoifelle  de  L —  with 

fo  much  refpe6t,  and  (lie  had  opened  herfelf  to  him  in 
a  manner  fo  fteady  and  refolved  on  the  bounds  (he 
was  willing  to  impofe  on  herfelf,  that,  without  doubt, 
he  had  hitherto  iho.ught  of  no  other  pieafures  than 
of  feeing  and  hearing  her.  But  can  one  paint  love 
as  a  paffion  {(^  violent,  if  it  could  eafily  be  fubjedted 
to  fuch  bounds  ?  Patrick  inftantly  laid  hold  of  on.e 
of  her  hands,  which  (he  took  no  pains  to  draw  back. 
He  fixed  his  lips  to  it  with  fuch  an  ardour,  that  the 
imack  reached  even  to  the  forrowful  Sarah.  What 
a  mortal  wound  was  this  for  a  woman  p^fTionately  in 
love,  who  faw  herfelf  robbed  of  thofe  tranfports  of 
"which  (he  coveted  to  be  the  objedl  ?  What  violence 
did  (he  do  herfelf  to  keep  in  hers?  The  fear  of  mor- 
tally offending  an  Ingrate,  by  covering  him  with  con- 
fufion  in  the  eyes  of  her  rival,  (lopped  her  more  than 
any  confideration  of  what  (he  owed  to  herfelf.  She 
had  the  power  to  fupercede  her  cries,  which  were  a 
thoufand  times  ready  to  force  their  way  ;  and,  at  leaft, 

encouraged  by  the  words  of  M.ldemoifeile  de  L- , 

who  warned  my  brother  to  aflume  a  great  em^pire  o- 
ver  his  inclinations,  (he  refolved  to  fupport  a  fcene, 
from  which  The  flattered  herfelf'that  (he  had  no  other 
confequences  to  fear. 

The  tender  proteftations  of  Patrick  were  another 
torment  that  did  not  coU  her  lefs  trouble  to  fupport. 

How 
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How  many  times  did  he  fwear,  that  he  was  at  the 
fuhiefs  and  height  of  all  his  happinefs,  and  that,  with 
the  afTurance  of  being  beloved,  he  had  nothing  more 
to  wilh  for  the  repofe  of  his  heart  ?     With  what  art 

had  Mademoifelle  de  L obtained  that  which  the 

unfortunate  Sarah  was  in  defpair  for  having  failed 
in  ?  And  with  what  right  did  a  rival,  (whom  {he 
did  not  imagine  to  have  half  fo  much  lively  tender- 
nefs  as  Ihe  herfelf  felt  the  teftimony  of  at  the  bottom 
of  her  heart.)  mix  herfelf  in  the  affairs  and  interefts 
of  a  man,  whofe  wife  Ihe  could  not  yet  look  upon 
herfelf  to  be,  fmce  ihe  yet  thought  herfelf  bound  to 
defend  herfelf  again  ft  his  carefl*es  ?  She  liftened  to 
her  laying  down  details  and  particulars  that  wejre 
fuitabie  only  to  a  known  and  avowed  wife,  and  of 
projeds  of  conduct  and  fettlement,  that  fuppofed  the 
certainty  o{  an  undifturbed  life,  and  an  inviolable  u- 
nion.  But  to  whom  ought  cares  of  this  nature  to 
appertain,  and  why  had  they  yet  been  never  tafted, 
fince  the  forrowful  Sarah  had  payed  the  price  of 
them  ?  But  what  excefs  of  bitternefs,  when  the  enter- 
tainments of  the  two  lovers  falling  upon  herfelf,  they 
hugged  themlelves  for  having  avoided  her  perfecu- 
tions,  and  finding  themfelves  on  the  point  of  fearing 
them  no  more  ?  The  refllefs  curiofity  of  Mademoi- 
felle de  L rendered  the  torment  of  Sarah  every 

moment  more  infupportable.  She  afked  Patrick,  if 
it  were  very  true,  that  he  could  part,  without  regret, 
from  a  lady,  of  whofe  tender  love,  he,  after  all,  could 
make  no  doubt.  His  anfwers  were  not  tibfolntely  dif- 
obliging  to  Sarah.  He  did  juftice  to  her  charms;  and 
conferfjd  ftill  more  freely,  that  he  owed  her  much 
gratitude  for  her  favours.  His  franknefs  even  made 
him  avow,  that,  after  the  fole  objeifl  for  whom  he  de- 
fired  to  live,  he  had  nothing  fo  dear  to  him  as  her, 
and  he  did  not  know  any  body  more  amiable. 

This  conftfllon  would  have  carried  in  it  fome 
fwectnefs  for  Sarah,  if  the  complaints  of  her  rival, 
who  could  not  hear  it  without  difcovering  fome  marki 
of  jealoufy,  had  not  made  my  brother  change  his 
tunc.  Whatever  proofs  he  had  given  her  of  his 
L  i  paflfioni 
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paffion,  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  difperfe  even 
the  fmalleft  clouds,  that  couid  give  her  room  to 
dcubc  that  llie  was  the  only  perfon  beloved,  and 
this  kind  of  reparation  was  not  made  but  by  a  corn, 
parifon  of  charms,  of  which  the  advantage  was  not 
given  to  Sarah.  Bat  his  heart  growing  warm  wi':h 
a  difcu&on  fo  tender,  he  took  the  privilege,  from 
the  reproaches  of  his  midrefs,  to  redouble  the  vi- 
vacity of  his  carelfes.  Without  remembsring  the 
bounds  he  had  juft  fubmitted  to  by  frelh  promifcs, 
lie  took  her  in  his  arms  with  a  fv.eet  violence,  and 
glewing  his  lips  to  hei*s,  (hared  with  her  in  thofe 
tranfports  a  thoufand  ecftacies,  of  which  they  both 
now  made  their  firii  efiay.  The  fadden  furprize  of 
ib  much  pleafure  bereaving  Mademoifelle  de  L  — 
of  the  (Irength,  and  perhaps  of  the  defire  to  defend 
herfelf,  Sarah,  who  had  not  loft  a  fingie  motion  of 
theirs,  did  not  doubt  but  they  were  on  the  very  point 
of  that  tender  and  critical  moment,  which  ihe  fear- 
ed they  would  enjoy,  as  njuch,  perhaps,  as  (he 
wtftied  it  for  herfelf.  Shame,  fury,  all  the  paffions 
that  could  gain  birth  from  fuch  a  thought  in  the 
heart  of  an  injured  outraged  woman,  drove  away  all 
fear,  and  every  other  confideration  that  might  have 
Hopped  her.  She  arofe  without  deliberauug  the  leaft, 
furloufly  pufliing  forward  the  door  that  concealed 
her,  and  confequently  overturned  the  table  on  which 
the  candles  ftood,  and  without  being  the  leaft  ter- 
rified by  the  darknefs  that  this  accident  prodi:ced  of 
a  fudden  all  over  the  chamber,  pronouncing  with 
a  broken  and  interrupted  voice  the  words,  ^wanton 
and  perfidious t  (he  threw  herfelf  proftrate  on  the 
two  lovers,  who  were  .too  near  her  to  have  efcaped 
her  efforts,  if  the  greateft  of  difafters  had  not  fixed 
her  immoveable  at  the  feet  of  Patrick.  He  wore 
one  of  thofe  fhort  fwords,  better  known  by  the 
name  of  a  hanger,  or  hunting  coutean,  which  he  had 
preferred  to  his  wearing-fword  for  the  conveniencf 
of  a  long  journey.  In  his  firft  furprize,  which  made 
him  fear  eve-;  y  thing  from  an  attack  fo  brifk,  diftin- 
gulfhirg  nothing,   and  cot  thinkir-g  of  any  thing 

but 
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but  defending  the  life  of  Mademolfelle  de  L and 

his  own,  he  drew  this  fatal  weapon,  and  pufiied  ic 
fo  unhappily  from  him,  thnt,  with  one  thruil  alone, 
he  laid  flat  the  roiferable  Sarah. 

The  noife  of  her  fall,  and  fome  groans  efcaping 
her,  made  my  brother  judge  that  he  had  nothing 
more  co  fear  from  an  enemy,  whom  he  thought  he  had 
got  the  ftart  of;  but  tremblihg  at  a  blow  fo  tragical, 
he  was  impatient  to  know  the  unhappy  ol>ji<5l.  The 
fervants,  drawn  together  by  the  buille,  came  in  im- 
mediately with  a  light,  and  difcovered  to  his  eyes 
a  fpefldcle  that  pierced  him  with  fear  and  horror. 
Sarah  lay  extended  along  the  floor  without  fign  of 
fenfe  or  feeling,  and  her  blood,  ftreaming  out  \\\ 
great  torrents,  was  already  fo  fpread  over  the  boards, 
that,  in  the  pollnrt  he  was  with  Mademoifelle  de  L — , 
he  could  not  take  one  ftep  without  trampling  in  ic 
with  his  feet. 

With  wha'^ever  empire  love  rules  in  the  heart, 
a  frightful  conflernation,  which  he  has  confefTed  to 
me  a  thoufand  times  he  never  fought  to  withftand, 
fufpended  the  violence  of  his  paflion,  and  did  not 
leave  him  the  power  to  look  on  all  the  horror  of 
his  fate.  He  preffed  the  fervants  tw  bring  help 
to  Sarah,  and  the  words  he  pronounced  in  giving 
this  order  were  the  only  words  that  efcaped  his  mouth. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mademoifelle  de  JL ,  bufying 

herfelf  in  giving  afiillance  to  her  rival,  this  fighc 
awakened  him  ail  at  once  ;  and,  moved  with  the  im- 
prcflion  that  Inch  hatetul  cares  would  make  on  Sarah, 
if  Ihe  Ihould  come  to  open  her  eyes,  he  ran  to  (lop 
her.  Ah  !  What  is  it  you  are  going  to  do,  faid  he, 
taking  her  by  ihc  arm;  and  without  adding  one 
word,  he  led  iier  to  the  chamber-door,  and  put  her 
into  ilw  hands  of  her  women,  who  had  gathered 
together  with  all  the  fervants  they  had  in  the  houfe. 
He  returned  backwards  with  the  fame  filencc  ;  hut 
perceiving  that  in  the  precipitation  with  which  he  had 
got  up  he  trampled  his  feet  in  iJic  blood  he  had  jull 
Ihed,  and  whi-h  he  faw  yet  flowing,  he  threw  hini- 
fell  down  in  the  fird  place  he  could  get  to  fit  0D« 
X-  3  at 
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as  if  he  had  walked  on  red  hot  iron,  the  heat  of 
which  his  feet  were  not  able  to  endure ;  he  wiped 
them  with  his  handkerchief,  which  he  drew  back  in* 
deed  all  bloody,  and  which  he  laid  before  him  to  af- 
fe(5l  his  thoughts  with  a  double  fliare  of  grief  and 
confternation.  His  valet  de  chambre,  who  watched 
all  his  fteps,  has  told  me,  that,  without  being  able  to 
pronounce  one  word,  or  heave  one  figh,  he  faw  a 
torrent  of  tears  trickle  down  his  cheeks. 

Nobody  daring  to  interrupt  him,  he  continued  in 
this  fituation  as  long  as  he  doubted  of  the  lite  of 
Sarah.  But  finding  fne  began  to  give  feme  marks 
of  fcnfe,  he  with  eagerncfs  approached  her.  They 
had  pulhed  the  fettee  towards  him  without  de- 
fign,  and  i'or  want  of  a  more  commodious  place, 
fhe  was  feuted  on  it  to  wait  the  coming  of  the  fur- 
geons.  He  fat  down  on  it  near  her.  One  moment 
of  repofe  having  drawn  her  out  of  her  fwoon,  he 
was  the  firft  obje<fl  on  which  fhe  let  fall  her  eyes* 
She  called  up  all  her  remaining  ftrength  to  re- 
proach him  in  two  words  for  his  cruelty.  Ah ! 
Inhuman  !  faid  fhe,  you  will  fee  me  without  doubt  in 
the  condition  wherein  you  have  wifned  me  ;  but  was 
it  you  who  ought  to  have  put  me  into  it  ?  The 
tone  of  this  reproach  betrayed  much  Jefs  her  re- 
fentment  than  her  grief  and  love.  And  truly  Pa- 
trick could  not  refiit  it.  He  was  in  a  manner  fear- 
ful till  now  to  teftify  his  grief  and  paffion ;  but 
yielding  to  the  ardour  of  thefe  troubles  that  now 
diftraded  him,  he  let  himfelf  fall  at  her  knee,  and 
took  her  hands,  upon  which  he  a  thoufand  times 
imprinted  his  lips.  She  yet  found  fo  much  ftrength 
to  a(k  him  ;  if  it  was  to  her  he  intended  to  addrefs 
fuch  tender  carefies,  or  if  the  place  (he  was  in 
were  not  the  caufe  of  his  miftake  ?  Though  he  re- 
inained  without  anfwering  her,  fne  feemed  to  find 
fome  pleafure  in  the  continuation  of  his  careiTes. 
This  was  a  language  fo  much  the  more  moving 
to  her,  as  it  was  the  firft  time  fhe  had  experienced 
it ;  and  perhaps  (he  began  this  moment  to  thank 
Heaven   for  giving    her   fome    (light   hopes,   which 

fne 
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ibe  did  not  thijik  too  deariy  payed  for  by  the  greatefl: 
part  of  her  blood. 

Mademoiielle  de  L — had,  during  this  time,  taken  the 
only  choice  the  had  to  make  which  leemed  agreeable 
to  luch  crofs  circuaiQances.  She  got  into  her  coach, 
which  (he  lound  ready  to  receive  her,  and  returning 
lo  the  convent  from  whence  (he  came,  had  charged 
her  fervants  to  give  her  an  account  next  day  of 
every  thing  that  Ihould  pafs  at  her  lodgings  during 
her  abfcnce.  This  rclbluiion  faved  her  perhaps  frora 
many  unfbrcfecn  difallcrs,  which  ihe  might  v/ith  dif- 
ficulty have  cfcaped%  She  had  fcarce  left  her  houfe, 
when  r'inccr  entered  it  with  the  utmoft  fury.  I 
never  doubted  but  that,  being  already  informed  of  the 
melancholy  event  that  had  ju(l  happened,  he  would 
have  glutted  his  delires  of  revenge  in  the  blood 
of  fo  detefted  a  rival,  if  chance  had  thrown  her 
in  his  way.  His  landlady  could  not  be  ignoranc 
of  the  misfortune  of  Sarah.  She  had  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  confufion,  in  which  (he  faw  all  Patrick's 
fervants,  to  efcape  without  being  obferved ;  and  full 
of  the  fubje<5l  that  lent  wings  to  her  feet,  (he  was  the 
firft  to  tell  Fincer  that  his  daughter  had  been  juft 
afTafTmated  in  the  neighbouring  houfe.  This  furious 
old  man  imagined,  without  further  information,  that 
this  fa<ft  was  committed  in  the  houfe  of  Mademoi- 
feilc  d(*  L — ,  and  perhaps  by  her  hands.  He  fwore 
to  make  her  the  firft  vidim  of  his  rage.  He  im- 
mediately ran  over,  and  though  they  might  eafily 
have  hindered  him  from  going  into  the  houfe,  yec 
my  brother's  valet  de  chambre,  coming  down  at  the 
noifc  made  at  the  gate,  judged  with  great  prudence, 
that  it  was  more  proper  10  admit  him  quietly,  than 
give  him  time  to  fprcad  the  alarm  thro*  the  neigh- 
bourhood. He  even  confcffcd  to  him  immcd'aiely  the 
difafter  that  had  happened  to  his  daughter  ;  and 
feeing  nothing  to  fear  from  the  difpofition  he  had 
left  my  brother  in,  he  did  not  refufc  lo  (hew  him  the 
way  into  the  apartment. 

Every  motion  of  this  old  man  was  no  lefs  furious. 

Perhaps  he  thought  lefs    of    airilling  his   daughter 

^  4  thau 


248       The  Dean  0/ Cole  hAIne. 

than  of  revenging  her.  Neverthclefs,  the  fight  that 
prefeuced  itfeii  to  his  eyes,  difllpated  one  part  of  his 
refcntaient.  The  furgeons  had  cornc  before  him. 
WhiJe  they  were  examinii.g  Sarah's  wound.  Hie  had 
her  head  leaning  on  my  brother's  bofom,  which  he 
at  the  fame  time  was  bufy  in  fupporting  with  his  arras. 
inquietude  and  grief  were  painted  on  his  countenance. 
An  intcreft  fo  tender  animated  the  cares  and  looks 
ot  Fincer,  who,  far  from  taking  him  to  be  the  enemy 
of  her  whom  he  had  juil  wounded,  he  migkt  have 
taken  him  for  her  dstender.  This  fight  put  a  ilop 
to  Fiacer's  reproaches.  He  came  up  to  his  daugh- 
ter, and  the  filcnce  he  obferved,  during  the  operation 
of  the  furgeons,  Ihewed  at  leall  that  tiie  black  agita- 
tions of  his  heart  were  fufpended. 

This  was  the  tirA  time  he  ever  faw  Patrick.  The 
impreffion  of  an  afFeding  and  moving  countenance, 
added  to  the  care  he  faw  him  employ  in  affifting  Sa- 
lah,  mollified  his  hatred  infenfibiy,  even  to  make 
him  forget  that  he  was  the  man  in  the  world  whom 
he  thought  had  offended  him  mod  mortally.  When  the 
furgeons  had  given  their  opinion  of  the  wound;  and, 
however  dangerous  they  declared  it,  they  yet  judged, 
that  Sarah  might  be  inllantly  removed  to  her  own 
lodgings,  as  the  father  had  deflred,  he  did  not  op- 
pofe  my  brother's  ardour,  which  he  redoubled  by 
comforting  and  following  her.  He  feemed  afFe<5led 
with  the  latisfadion  (he  felt  from  it,  and  faw  him 
even  enter  the  lodgings  with  her  without  Ibewing 
any  difpleafure  at  the  liberty.  This  was  another 
fubjcd  of  aflonilliment  for  thofe  who  knew  the 
bottom  of  affairs,  to  lee  Patrick  fo  conllantly  em- 
ploying all  his  cares  about  a  lady  whom  he  had 
treated  with  fo  much  rigour.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  unravel  the  truth  of  his  fentiments ;  and  his 
countenance  bore  the  marks  of  embarrafftnent  and 
confufion,  as  much  as  of  compaGlon  and  zeal.  He 
llackened  his  attendance  fo  little,  that,  giving  him- 
fe-lf  up  to  it  entirely,  he  paffed  the  night  about  Sa- 
rah's bed,  fometimcs  employed  in  afking  her  pardon 
for  his  barbarity,  and  fometiraes  infpirijsg  her   with 
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courage  by  his  exhortations  and  carefTes  ;  fometimes 
getting  up  to  walk  about  her  chamber  in  filence,  and 
refuaiing  his  place  near  her  with  aa  agitation  he  could 
not  moderate. 

His  valet  de  chambre  did  not  leave  him  tiil  day  ; 
but  not  having  power  to  perfuade  him  to  retire  'v\ 
the  morning  to  take  a  few  moments  reft,  he  ftole 
aw.iy  from  Ftncer's  lodgings,  to  tell  me  all  the 
adventure*  of  this  fatal  night.  The  order  of  his 
ftory,    whicli   he   took  up  from  the  article  of  Ma- 

demoifelie  de   JL ,  and  the  wound   of  Sarah, 

made  all  my  attention  fall  on  the  moft  frightful  cir- 
cnmftanceE  of  the  misfortune  he  related,  in  the  firfb 
larprize  of  fuch  a  tragical  fcene,  I  thought  of  no- 
thing but  going  to  Fincer's,  and  I  did  not  (lop  de- 
manding what  meafurcs  Patrick  had  held  with  him. 
I  followed  only  the  fentlments  of  my  grief,  which  made 
me  look  on  thiy  dreadful  incident  as  the  laft  wound 
that  the  diforderly  pailion  of  my  brother  could  give 
to  the  honour,  the  fortune,  and  the  repofc  of  our 
family.  My  defign  was  to  throw  myfelf  at  the 
feet  of  Finccr,  to  afTaage  his  juft  fury  by  my 
fubmiffions,  and  to  obtain  of  him,  by  force  of  in- 
treatics  and  tears,  that  he  would  not  in  its  full  ex- 
tent make  ufc  of  all  the  right  we  had  given  him 
to  work  oiu  our  deftrudion.  Whatever  place  Pa- 
trick could  chufe  for  a  fanduary,  I  already  thought 
liim  threatened  with  an  inevitable  vengeance,  and 
iw  nothing  thai  could  fecurc  him  Irom  Fincer's 
1  ige.  Thus,  without  waiting  for  any  further  expla- 
nations, I  prefTed  the  valet  de  chambre  to  carry  this 
the   melancholy   news  to  the   Count    and    Countels 

«ie  S ,  with,  a  note  from  me,   fliewing  them  thi 

ncctflicy  of  employing  all  their  credit  to  prevent 
our  ruin.  My  orders  were  ai  piercing  as  my  fears  : 
1  did  not  give  to  the  valet  even  the  lUxrty  of  reply- 
ing; and  feting  me  determined  to  go  immediately  to 
Fincer*s,  he  took  no  p.iins  to  remove  my  fears  by 
fjiving  me  a  detail  of  ihofc  things  that  he  fuppofed 
»y  own  eyes  were  going  to  inllrud  nic  in. 

L  5  \  wen& 
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I  went  into  Fincer's  lodgings  trembling.  One  of 
bis  fervants,  of  whom  I  inquired  v;hether  I  might  be 
;idmitted  to  fee  his  mafter,  told  me,  that  he  was  with 
my  brother  in  his  daughter's  apartment.  This  an- 
lv;er  caft  me  into  a  thoufand  frelh  terrors.  I  made  hira 
repeat  it  to  roe,  being  not  well  fatisfitd  that  I  had 
heard  his  anfwer  plainly.  How  could  he  have  fuch 
a  fancy,  that  cur  mortal  enemy  could  be  quietly 
in  company  with  the  objed  of  his  hatred,  and,  a- 
bove  all,  in  the  prefence  of  Sarah,  who  was  the  on- 
ly fource  of  it  ?  I  could  reprefent  nothing  to  my- 
ielf,  that  was  not  apt,  to  redouble  my  alarms,  and 
confound  all  my  notions.  In  the  mean  time,  not 
thinking  from  thence  but  that  my  prefence  was  more 
neceffary,  I  went  in  hafle  up  ftairs,  and  pailed  in- 
to the  apartment  with  the  greateit  uneafinefs. 
Nobody  can  ever  form  an  idea  what  my  fur- 
prize  was,  when,  inftead  of  pafiion  and  fury,  of 
v/hich  I  cxpe^ed  to  be  a  witnefs,  I  faw  Fincer  and 
Patrick  fitting  in  filence  near  Sarah's  bed,  little 
heedful  indeed  of  one  another,  or  at  leaft  Ihewing 
little  attention  to  each  other  in  appearance,  but 
alfo  without  any  marks  of  miftruft  or  refsntment, 
and  as  it  were  equally  taken  up  with  the  fight  that 
Jay  before  their  eyes.  They  both  got  up  on  fee- 
ing me  approach.  Their  falutaiion  was  cold ; 
and  not  accompanied  with  one  word.  The  de- 
jefled  appearance  of  my  brother,  and  the  difcrder 
of  his  drefs,  made  me  judge  all  at  once,  that  he 
had  fpent  the  night  in  the  fame  fituation  he  then 
was.  Without  yet  'penetrating  into  a  myftery  too 
obfcure  for  me,  1  thought  I  was  relieved  from  one  part 
of  my  fears,  and  fat  down  in  aii  elbow 'Chair,  Wi.ich 
a  lacquey  drew  to  me. 

For  fome  moments  we  all  three  kept  filence, 
which  I  durft  not  break.  I  lift  up  my  eyes  on  Fincer, 
who  held  his  calf  down,  and  fhcwed  fome  appearance 
of  embarrafTment  and  reftraint.  Patrick  fat  next  to 
Sarah's  bed  ;  he  took  one  of  her  hands,  on  which 
he  fixed  his  lips  for  a  moment :  At  length  turning 
himfeif  towards  me  with  an  air,  altered  by  the  bitter- 
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nefs  of  his  thoughts,  You  know  my  fatal  adven- 
ture, faid  he  with  a  deep  figh,  do  you  know  any- 
body fo  guilcy,  and  fo  wretched?  I  faw  fome  tears 
ftreain  trom  his  eyes,  which  gave  teftiinony  to  his 
grief;  and  the  tone  alone  with  which  he  pronounced 
tliefe  four  words,  dilcovercd  to  me  all  that  palfed  iu 
his  ibui. 

My  flownefs  to  anfwer  him  might  have  been  look- 
ed upon  as  an  aficcftation  by  people  lefs  filled  with 
their  own  conceptions,  and  conftquentiy  more  for- 
ward and  eager  to  hear  me  explain  mine.  But  I 
fhould  have  been  able  to  have  continued  longer 
without  any  fear  of  offending  them  by  my  filence, 
which  proceeded  from  the  uncertainty  into  which 
their  very  confternation  cad  me,  and  that  appear- 
ance of  referve  which  I  faw  in  them  for  each  other, 
notwithftanding  the  familiar  fituation  in  which  I 
found  them,  Wnat  judgment  could  I  make  of 
their  difpofitjons  ?  Patrick  was  feelingly  affeded 
with  his  misfortune,  and  though  I  had  not  had  that 
proof  of  it  which  lay  before  my  eyes,  yet  I  Ihould 
have  expe<5led  no  lefs  from  the  natural  afFedion  and 
delicacy  of  his  humour.  A  heart  fo  nicely  tender 
to  ferifation  as  his,  was  incelTantly  open  to  all  fovts 
of  imprcflions  ;  and  how  ought  it  to  be  to  this  of  a 
deadly  wound  given  by  his  own  hand?  1  fancied, 
moreover,  that  notwithllanding  all  the  pallion  he 
felt  for  Mademoifelle  de  L— -,  he  yet  never  re- 
fufcd  his  elleem  to  the  innocent  Sarah  ;  'conl'ecjuent- 
ly  pity  had  found  nothing  to  combat  in  taking  en- 
tire poflcflion  of  his  foul  ;  and  I  thought  him  fo 
thoroughly  pierced  by  that  paliion,  that  all  thole  of 
bis  love  were  by  it  in  a  manner  fufpendcd.  But 
what  other  fruit  from  thence  could  I  hope  for,  but  a 
foftnefs  and  compaiHon  of  a  few  days  ?  After  fo  many 
changes  and  capnces,  after  fo  many  difTcmblcd  ap- 
pearances, IbmemanyvioJate^dpromifes,  and  oaths  for- 
gotten, could  1  have  the  lead  remains  of  conlidcnce 
in  any  thing  that  might  fcrve  for  a  foundation  to 
common  conjedurcs ;  and  in  the  ficklcnefs  and 
changeablcnch  of  Mademoifelle  dc  L  ■  ,  a&  well 
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as  his  own,  had  I  not  too  much  experience  to  know 
the  foibles  or  treacheries  of  love  ? 

In  regard  to  Fincer,  the  gloomy  meditations  in 
which  1  faw  him  plunged  feemed  to  cover  more 
rocks  and  quickfands.  To  what  caufe  conld  I 
afcribe  the  relaxation  of  his  tranfports  ;  and  did  not 
hisvifible  calm  menace  us  with  fome  unforefeen  ftoim? 
I  fancied,  neverthclefs,  that  only  the  grief  and  dili- 
gent attendance  and  cares  of  my  brother  niight  have 
had  power  to  move  him  ;  but  that  flattering  himfelf 
perhaps,  even  to  promife  himfelf  from  Patrick  a 
happy  return  to  his  daughter,  he  waited  for  more 
clear  explanations,  to  regulate  his  intentions  and  con- 
riu6t.  Divided  between  this  thought  and  the  doubt 
I  laboured  under  of  the  true  difpofitions  of  my  bro- 
ther, I  found  my  fituation  from  thence  to  be  mod 
tickliOi,  and  the  choice  of  my  exprefiions  very  diffi- 
cult to  make.  I  had  yet  the  unhappy  Sarah  to  ma- 
nage, who,  paft  doubt,  fed  herfelf  with  the  fame  hope 
that  her  father  did,  and  who,  notwithftanding  the 
faintnefs  ihe  laboured  under,  cart  on  me  an  eye  of 
complaifance,  of  which  I  thought  1  undcrllood  the 
meaning. 

Surrounded  by  {o  many  dangers,  I  chofe  to  reduce 
myfelf  to  general  reflexions,  upon  the  neccfllty  of 
referring  to  heaven  an  infinity  of  events  that  fur- 
pafTed  the  penetration  of  men  ;  and  turning  this 
thought  in  a  manner  moft  proper  to  reconcile  all 
thofe  who  heard  me,  I  added,  that  it  was  fometimes 
from  the  womb  of  obfcurities  themfelves,  that  Pro- 
vidence feemed  to  take  a  pleafure  in  giving  birth  to 
light  and  peace.  As  they  had  not  preiftd  me  to 
give  an  anfwer,  fo  they  did  not  Ihow  any  hafte  ia 
giving  me  a  reply.  Fincer-jmaintained  an  oblfinate 
filence,  and  Patrick,  funk  in^n  abyfs  of  fbrrow,  ap- 
peared to  give  little  attention  to  what  I  faid. 

In  v^rhatever  manner  this  fcene  might  end,  I 
by  degrees  got  rid  of  my  fears  in  relation  to 
Fincer  ;  and,  confirming  myfelf  in  my  firft  thoughts, 
my  boldncfs  increafed  even  fo  far  as  to  addrefs  dii- 
redlly  to  hioa   fomc  tellinaonies  of  the  fliai'e  I  took 

in 
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In  his  misfortunes.  He  ieemed  aiFedted  with  my 
'compliment;  but  Liftead  of  anfwering  it,  he  arofc 
from  his  feat  in  the  fame  filence,  and  taking  mc  by 
the  hand,  led  me  into  the  next  chamber.  Having 
offered  me  a  chair,  he  continued  yet  feme  moments 
without  opening  his  mouth.  At  length,  lift  ng  up 
his  eyes  on  me,  You  feem,  faid  he,  to  have  an  ap- 
prehenfion  of  the  horrors  that  environ  me  ;  and  when 
I  fee  your  brother  drowned  in  tears  after  having 
pierced  the  bofom  of  my  daughter,  from  v;hich  of 
thefe  two  evidences  ought  I  to  make  a  judgment  of 
his  fentiments  ?  I  will  not  conceal  it  from  you,  add* 
ed  he,  that  my  indignation  and  hatred  were  at  the 
height  ;  and  can  fancy  conceive  what  nuOibers  of 
outrages  1  have  received  from  your  family  \  Nevcr- 
thelefs,  I  find  myfelf  checked  in  my  projeds  of  re- 
venge by  an  event  that  ought  to  hurry  me  into  them  ; 
and  I  n-.ylelf  in  qwelf  alter  every  tiling  that  may 
help  to  fufpend  my  refentrncnt.  Has  your  brother 
a  charm,  continued  he,  to  delude  fucceihvely  both 
daughter  and  fatiier  ?  Tell  me,  what  does  he  pre- 
tend by  this  excefs  of  grief,  in  which  1  fee  him  total- 
ly funk,  by  his  complaints  of  his  fate,  by  his  fobs 
and  tears,  which  have  found  the  power  of  melting  mc 
down  ;  and  if  he  yet  endeavours  to  fport  with  the 
credulity  of  Sarah,  whether  you  join  with  him  to  be- 
tray us. 

1  confcfs,  added  he,  t!iat  having  yefterday  fcen 
him  for  the  firft  time,  I  have  ceak'd  to  blame  the 
talle  and  inclinations  of  my  daughter.  I  before 
looked  upon  the  pidure  Ihe  drew  lo  me  of  him,  as  the 
exaggeration  of  a  woman  paflionately  in  love,  who 
fought  to  jullify  an  unworthy  aff«(5lion  by  the  chi- 
meras of  her  own  imagination  :  But  this  noble  and 
intcrcUing  phyfiognomy  is  a  treachery  of  nature, 
if  it  cot  ceals  a  double  and  pcrfiJious  foul.  I 
have  been  (o  moved  by  the  air  of  kindncfs  and 
afitflion,  difTufcd  over  all  his  features,  that  I  fuf- 
pcdcd  Sarah  to  have  been  rcmifs  in  fomcihing  to 
plcafc  him  at  the  beginning  of  their  marriage,  and 
by  her  own  fault  to  have  loU  a  heart,  which  does 
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not  feem  made  to  render  her  happy  by  fome  ovcr- 
fight  in  her  duty.  It  is  from  you,  added  he  ftill, 
that  I  mutt  expetS:  a  frank  information,  whether  my 
daughter  has  lallen  into  any  diforders  that  have  been 
capable  of  offending  her  hufband  ?  Whether  ihe  has 
negie<5led  any  care,  or  violated  any  duty  ?  If  Ihe  has 
forgotten  herfelf  by  any  weaknefs,  that  may  yet  be 
repaired  by  repentance?  In  tine,  if  he  loves  her  ; 
if  i  have  any  dependance  to  place  op  the  fentiments 
he  afis6:s  under  my  ovf  n  eyes,  fmce  the  misfortune 
flie  has  drawn  on  herfelf  by  her  imprudence  :  For  it 
is  fo  manifeft  that  he  is  not  voluntarily  guilty,  that 
I  cannot  poflibly  impute  it  to  him  as  a  crime. 

From  fo  many  Itrange  confidences,  the  air  and 
tone,  with  which  they  were  pronounced,  was  not 
what  raifed  in  me  the  lealt  aftonifhment.  Far  from 
diicovering  from  it  the  terrible  Fincer,  from  whom 
I  alw^ays  trembling  apprehended  fome  freih  violence, 
I  faw  a  man  difmayed  with  inquietude  and  uffe<5iion, 
who  even  interelled  me  in  his  troubles  by  the  f^ank- 
nefs  of  what  he  fpoke.  Indeed  I  made  this  reflection, 
that  tranfient  and  inconliant  motions  made  no  change 
in  fhe  bottom  of  a  chara(5ler ;  but  the  more  this 
thought  infpired  me  with  diffidence,  the  more  I 
conceived  myfelf  obliged  to  fide  with  the  difpofition 
in  which  I  faw  him,  by  flattering  the  hopes  to  which 
he  appeared  fo  fenfibie  ;  I  confirmed  in  him  all  he 
thought  to  the  advantage  of  my  brother  ;  and  if  I 
durft  not  pofitively  anfwer  as  to  the  views  that  engag* 
ed  him  fo  conftantly  about  Sarah,  T  did  not  remove 
from  him  thofe  inferences  he  might  draw  from  fome 
happy  revolution.  I  even  endeavoured  with  conde- 
fccnfion  to  anticipate  thofe  cbjetftions  which  might 
arife  from  his  engagements  with  Mademoilelie  de 
JL ;  a  marriage,  in  which  ail  the  eireiilial  con- 
ditions were  wanting,  appeared  to  me  a  feeble  obftacle 
to  the  renewal  of  his  firft  bands.  1  treated  it 
as  a  prophane  wantonnefs,  which  could  not  cad 
the  lead  blemifli  on  the  moil  holy  of  ail  engage- 
ments ;  and  giving  myfeif  up  perhaps  too  much 
to  my  owu  deiares,  I  proceeded  to  advife  Fincer  ia 

every 
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everything  that  I  could  without  fcruple  infpire  him 
with  proper  to  counrenance  his  hope?,  but  which  I 
could  not  hazard  abfoKuely,  without  laying  dowr.  bet- 
ter the  effedts  they  might  produce.  As  we  have  no- 
thing to  fear,  laid  I,  but  hom  the  afc^ndant  of  Ma- 
demoifclle  de  JL — : — ',  nothing  fo  important  as  to 
keep  from  my  brother  every  thing  that  may  too  live- 
ly recal  in  his  mind  the  idea  ot  her,  and  to  join  to 
the  inclination  that  keeps  him  here  every  thii^g  that 
the  contrivance  of  our  imaginations  can  furnifh  us 
with  to  detain  him  here  a  long  time.  Fincer  greedily 
laid  hold  of  this  overture,  and  gave  orders  on  the 
fpor,  that  nobody  what(oever  (hould  be  admitted  to 
fpeak  to  Patrick,  or  to  put  any  letter  into  his  hand 
without  his  knowledge.  The  furgeons,  who  came  at 
the  fame  time  to  take  off  the  drefliugs,  having  de- 
clared, that  the  danger  was  not  at  all  diminifhed,  and 
that  Sarah  could  not  be  kept  with  too  much  care,  I 
faw  Fircer  over  joyed  at  the  impreflion  this  cifcourfc 
made  on  niy  brother,  and  the  thoughts  that  the  ar- 
dour of  his  cares  h.4d  redoubled  with  his  grief.  The 

Count   and  Countels  of  8 came  in  vain  to  pay 

what  they  thought  to  be  their  duty  to  Sarah  ;  Fincer 
ordered  th-m  to  be  anfwerrd,  that  her  condition  did 
not  give  her  Uave  to  receive  their  vifit ;  and  this  was 
lefs  the  weaknefs  of  his  daughter  than  that  of  Pa- 
trick he  thought  to  manage. 

Going  abroad  to  oblervc  what  pafTid  without 
doors,  1  found,  fome  paces  from  the  houfe,  my 
brother**  valet  de  chambre,  who  complained  to  me 
that  he  could  not  get  the  liberty  of  fpeaking  to  his 
mailer.  I  had  lo  many  proofs  of  his  difcrction  and 
hJcHty,  that  I  made  no  fcruple  of  opening  my- 
fclf  to  him.  'i  he  confidence  I  placed  in  him,  and 
the  new  views  I  l.iid  before  him,  re-kindled  ail  the 
zeal  he  had  U>v  his  firll  midrcfs,  Difcovering  himfelf 
in  his  turn,  he  made  mc  apologies  for  concealing  the 
preparations  for  the  journey  to  Germany  from  me, 
and  it  was  now  he  let  me  into  all  the  circumfUnces  of 
the  prnjc(fl  that  was  to  have  been  executed  the  prece- 
ding night.  1  thanked  Heaven  heartily  for  having  di- 
verted iiim  fryra  this  courfc  by  ways  fupcrior  to  our 

vsiia 
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vain  priidenc?.  This  mdn  had  already  gone  to  the 
convent  of  Mademoifellc  de  L— ,  and  purfuing 
ths  orders  Ihe  had  given  him  upon  leaving'  her  houfe, 
he  related  to  her  the  fequel  of  the  tragick  accident 
of  which  (he  had  been  a  witnefs.  I'he  eagernefs  of 
Patrick  to  follow  Sarah,  and  his  perfcverance  in  paf- 
fing  all  the  night  in  Fincer's  houfe,  had  made  a  deep 
impreffion  on  her.  Some  mutterings  efcaped  her 
upon  this  occafion,  which  the  valet  de  chambre  told 
me,  and  in  her  difcontent  had  charged  him  with  a 
letter  for  my  brother,  containing  in  all  appearance 
other  complaints.  Difcretion  hindered  me  from  open- 
ing it ;  but  from  this  notice  forming  a  fcheme,  which 
I  prayed  Heaven  to  fecond,  I  ordered  the  valet  de 
chambre,  having  firfl;  imparted  to  him  my  views,  to 
return  to  the  place  from  whence  became,  and  to  tell 

Mademoifelie  de  L plainly,   that  my  brother 

not  only  had  no  thoughts  of  quitting  Fincer's 
daughter,  but  was  too  much  taken  up  with  his  grief 
and  care  to  find  time  to  anfwer  her  letter.  The 
fcruple  coming  into  my  mind  from  the  jealous  agita- 
tions into  which  I  was  g'>ing  voluntarily  to  caft  Ma- 

deraoifelle  de   L was  taken  away,  by  calling  to 

mind  how  much  bitternefs,  and  what  anguilh  ftie  had 
with  much  lefs  justice  raifed  to  the  innocence  of  the 
unfortunate  Sarah.  It  miift  necefiarily  happen,  faid 
I  to  my  confident,  that  ihe  vvilJ  redouble  her  com- 
plaints and  letters.  Hearken  quietly  to  the  one,  and 
receive  the  others.  Make  no  anl  wtr  to  her  complaints, 
but  by  excufmg  my  brother  on  the  fcore  of  the  deep 
melancholy  in  which  he  is  plunged  ;  and  further  ta 
excufe  the  little  attention  he  appears  to  pay  her  letters, 
improve  the  interefland  zeal  which  continually  bind 
him  to  the  care  of  a  perfon  by  whonj  he  is  fure  to  be 
beloved.  Thefe  were  inftrndions  enough  for  a  man 
cf  underftanding,  who  immediately  laid  hold  of  the 
full  extent  of  my  projeft. 

Poffibly  I  fhould  have  followed  him  to  the  convent 
under  the  impatience  I  laboured  to  hear  him  on  his 
return,  if  I  had  not  had  notice  given  me  by  a  lac- 
quey of  the  Count  de  S ,  that  two  couriers  wait* 
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ted  for  me  at  his  houfe.  The  one  was  fant  from  Sc 
Germain  by  M.  de  S.rciiie  by  the  King's  order, 
who  commanded  me  to  attend  him  before  the  end 
of  that  day;  the  other  was  the  one  I  had  difpatched 
three  days  before  to  my  Lord  TenermilJ,  to  commu- 
nicate to  him  thofe  hopes  which  were  entirely  over- 
turned in  fo  fliort  a  fpace.  Both  the  one  and  the 
other  giving  me  room  to  expe;5t  iinpcrtaiu  news,  I 
i.nmediately  went  to  the  Count's,  where  nothing  was 
more  proper  to  give  me  futiifadion,  than  the  expla- 
jiations  witii  which  they  ent^  rtained  me. 

The  courier,  from  whom  I  expected  news  from  Te- 
rermiil,  informed  me,  that  having  night  and  day- 
made  prodigious  hade,  he  arrived  at  Dunkirk  the 
moment  the  iquadron  had  put  to  fea,  Neverthe* 
Jefs,  not  defpairing  to  gain  the  vefTel  wherein  my 
brother  was,  before  it  was  out  of  fight  of  the  port, 
he  had  procured  a  fliallop,  which  by  the  force  of 
oars  put  him  aboard.  Tenermill  did  not  receive  the 
account  of  fuch  a  hafty  meflTage  without  giving  ex- 
traordinary marks  of  furprize  and  emotion,  Ncver- 
thclefs,  having  been  a  long  time  under  dilUirbancc 
and  difquicr,  he  recovered  himfelf  well  en(»ugh  to 
write  me  quietly  a  letter,  which  the  courier  put  into 
coy  hand«:. 

His  firil  lines  were  a  ftiort  anf^wer  to  a  reproach 
I  had  made  iiim  in  mine,  of  having  in  a  manner 
proclaimed  open  war  againft  me,  and  indeed  in 
fiding  againU  me  with  all  the  appearances  of  a 
determined  hatred.  He  anfwcred  me,  that  ihefc 
were  thoughts  he  was  not  capable  of  in  regard 
to  a  brother  :  But  for  a  firm  rclolution  of  break- 
ing off  a'l  acquaintance  with  me,  and  of  heai  ken- 
ing  as  lirtle  to  my  counfcis  as  maxims,  he  had 
weighed  the  matter  in  the  bottom  of  his  iicarr, 
and  time  wou'd  only  help  to  iortify  him  in  his  o- 
pinion.      Moreover,   if    he    had  ufcd   any  exprcflion 

o  harlh,    I   ought    to    afcrlbe    it    to   nothing    but 
(le  hr(t  heat  of  a  ju(l  refcntment.     Was  1  then   re- 
ff)lved    eternally    to    wdi  k   the  torment  of   n)y    fa- 
mily,    by    tlic  impulfts  of     an    incor.fjJcratc   piety, 

whicli 
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which,  without  doubt,  would  bring  about  my  own  } 
and  to  ruin  the  fortune  of  my  brothers,  in  diilurb- 
ing  all  their  hopes  by  ray  inquietudes  and  perpetual 
clamours  f  He  defired  no  more  than  the  example 
before  my  eyes  to  make  me  feniible,  that  zeal  is  a 
dangerous  guide  without  prudence,  or,  if  that  ex- 
/;rellion  fhould  yet  offend  me,  without  a  certain  de- 
gree of  undcrdanding,  drawn  neither  from  religion 
r.or  the  ftudy  of  books,  and  that  I  hitherto  could 
never  acquire  with  my  prejudices.  How  could  I 
think,  when  the  King*i  fervice  cail'd  htm  out  of 
France,  that  is  to  fay,  the  very  moment  that  ho- 
nour and  duty  obliged  hsm  to  be  gone,  to  awake 
in  his  heart  every  thing  that  I  knew  to  be  moft 
ready  to  make  him  regret  his  departure?  I  could 
not  be  at  all  ignorant  of  the  ardour  of  his  paflloQ 
for  Sarah  \  was  this  then  the  time  to  irritate  it  by 
hopes,  to  which  he  fhould  take  good  care  how  he 
gave  himfelf  up  when  they  came  to  him  from  fo 
iufpecled  a  hand  }  but  which  were,  neverthelefs,  capa- 
ble of  giving  him  IncefTant  trouble  during  his  voy- 
age ?  They  had  already  fown  a  cruel  difcord  in 
his  foul.  He  had  fretted  at  the  neceffity  he  was 
under  of  continuing  his  journey.  Happily,  honour 
and  rcafon,  for  they  were  more  fure  guides  to  him 
than  my  zeal,  had  given  him  power  enough  to  fol- 
low them.  If,  neverthelefs,  there  fhould  be  any  re- 
mains of  hope  for  him,  if  the  heart  and  hand  of 
Sarah  were  yet  an  interefl  he  was  permitted  to  afpirc 
to,  he  conjured  me  not  to  prejudife  him  in  fuch 
favourable  dirpofuions  during  his  abfence.  Then 
coming,  by  divers  windings,  to  a  compliment  which 
he  feemed  to  mak?  with  an  ill  grace,  he  perceived 
well,  added  he,  that  in  fpite  of  all  his  complaints, 
there  were  no  ri^^hts  btit  what  1  mud  acquire  over 
his  heart  at  this  price. 

The  fcene  being   changed   fince   {o  many    new  e- 

^ vents,   I    iound   nothing    in   his   letter,  on   the    firft 

reading,    that    could   (top    my   iaipatience   to    know 

the    King's    commands    by   Mr    de    Sercine's    note. 

Having  rtceived  it  by   an  exprefs,   I  not  only  faw 

nothing 
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nothing  in  it  clear  enough  to  fatisfy  my  curioficy, 
but  as  if  they  took  a  pleafure  in  redoubiii)g  my 
agitations,  the  exprtlFions  of  it  were  fo  equivocal, 
that  it  was  impofiible  for  me  to  dilcover  whether 
it  were  to  the  King's  goodnefs  or  diffatisfadtion 
that  I  ought  to  alcribe  the  atte"ntion  he  appeared  to 
fhew  me. 

I  did  not,  neverthelefs,  go  w-ith  lefs  diligence  to 
St  Germain.  In  reading  over  Tenerniill's  letter  in 
my  chaife,  I  was  moved,  I  confefs,  with  his  reafoning, 
by  which  he  would  prove,  that  my  zea!  was  fome- 
times  deiicient  of  underftanding.  It  had  efcapcd  me 
at  my  6r(l  reading  it ;  but  I  tound  it  io  jufl  in  the 
example  I  have  related,  that  not  thinking  at  all  of 
defending  myfelf  againft  my  own  convi(5lion,  I  turn- 
ed my  eyes  on  other  parts  of  my  condu(5l,  in  which 
1  already  trembled  for  having  wounded  with  fo  few 
meafurcs  any  rule  of  charity  or  prudence.  This  ex- 
amination took  me  up  all  the  reft  of  my  journey.  I 
do  not,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  aik  at  all  to  be  excufed  j 
they  (hall  always  find  mc  ready  to  confefs  my  faults; 
always  ready  to  receive  even  from  them  thofe  in- 
(Ira^tions  and  Ic/fons,  which  may  inform  mc  in  what 
I  am  ignorant  of;  but  fhall  I  give  them  a  relilh  of 
that  very  thing-which  I  labour  to  hear  from  them, 
or  of  that  v;hich  1  fee  them  too  often  violate  by  a 
contempt  more  culpable  than  ignorance  ?  I  mean  the 
facred  duties  of  their  religion,  thofe  principles  that 
make  the  man  of  honour  in  the  eye  of  God,  and 
without  which  all  their  boaftcd  knowledge  forma 
only  a  fcicncc  mifcrable  and  unprofitable.  If  ihey 
will  learn  from  me  to  regard  the  laws  of  Hea- 
ven, 1  promife  to  give  them  all  the  attention  they 
Ihall  afk  to  thofe  rules  cftablilhed  by  the  prudence  of 
men. 

Neverthelefs,  continuing  to  think,  :»s  it  was  my  duty 
to  do,  that  the  knowledge  of  religion  was  the  only 
thing  that  merited  ourefttcm  and  ftudy,  1  condemn- 
ed myfelf  for  havinj»  really  too  much  ncglcdcd  every 
thing  \\\7^  did  not  in  a  fenfible  manner  relate  to  it, 
and  for  not  having  inquired,  at  lcaU»  if  this  know- 
ledge 


26o       ^he  Dean  0/ Cole  rain £• 

Iz^^t  of  the  world,  which  I  had  contemned  with  rea- 
fon  in  fuppofing  it  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the 
gofpel,  might  not  be  reconciled  to  them  by  feme 
agreement,  which  I  had  not  at  all  dived  into.  Al- 
though it  was  natural  for  me  to  fancy  from  thence  fo 
much  the  more  difficulty,  as  the  gofpel  itfelf  in  every 
)age  infpires  us  with  a  hatred  of  the  world  and  its 
■riaxims,  yet  the  reproaches  that  I  found  jafl  on  ths 
part  of  Tenermiil,  in  a  cafe  wherein  the  intereft  of 
■^elfgion  was  not  in  appearance  concerned,  made  me 
judge,  that  it  m-iil  have  a  real,  though  \th  fenfible 
relation  to  it  ;  as  there  is  nothing  in  it  j'lft,  which 
does  not  afcend  to  religion  as  to  its  fonrce.  After 
this  refledion,  I  had  no  difficulty  to  find  by  what 
connexion  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  extends  itfelf, 
even  to  the  moH:  fimple  hufiaefs  of  fociety.  It  is  a 
fpirit  of  order,  v»?hich  wills,  that  all  duties  be  ful- 
filled, and  which-takes  them  ail  in,  notwithftanding 
the  difference  of  their  kinds  and  degrees,  by  pro- 
pofing  to  all  the  fame  object  for  the  ultimate  end. 
Thus,  when  my  zeal  for  re-eftiblifhing  the  peace  of 
our  family,  by  the  marriage  of  Tenerinill,  had  car- 
ried me  to  awaken  his  love  in  the  moment  of  hi* 
departure,  it  was  indifcreet.  I  had  not  openly 
wounded  any  thing  but  human  prudence,  by  pro- 
pofi!ig  to  flicken  his  courage  in  an  opportunity  of 
honour;  but  thi*  fort  of  honour  being  relative  to 
religion  by  its  utility  in  maintaining  fociety,  it  was 
to  religion  itfelf,  that  I  had  indire(5tly  brought  fome 
prejudice. 

It  is  not  to  vaunt  here  too  much  my  own  charac- 
ter, to  defcribe  with  fo  much  fimplicily  of  hearc,  and 
love  for  truth  and  juilice,  that  it  was  a  lively  fa- 
tisfadion  to  me  to  be  convinced  that  Tenermiil  had 
reafon.  It  remained  for  me,  neverthelefs,  to  make 
the  application  gf  a  nev/  principle,  of  which  I  had 
acknowledged  the  truth,  to  the  circumftances  of 
events,  and  the  particulars  of  my  condudt ;  for  in 
forming  the  refoiution  of  fubmitting  myfelf  further 
to  the  rules  of  human  prudence,  I  did   not  thereby 

remain 
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remain  lefs  firm  In  rcjeding  them,  when  they  appear- 
ed to  me  to  f'ppofe  the  rules  of  religion. 

I'he  fame  day  I  cxpeiienced,  that  this  ftudy  has 
its  difficukies,  whicli  n-u(l  render  t!ie  commerce  \\ith 
t'le  woilJ  extremely  toillome,  for  thofe  who  feck  to 
condud  the  intcrelts  of  another  order.  Upon  my 
arrival  at  court,  I  learned  from  Mr  de  S^rcine  what 
he  had  not  explained  to  me  by  his  note.  Patrick 
had  not  fbabfolutely  turned  his  Httention  on  his  jour- 
ney to  Germany,  as  to  forget  his  duty  to  the  King. 
On  the  eve  before  his  departure,  he  thought  it  would 
be  to  expofe  hin:ifelf  to  the  King's  difpleafure,  to  go 
away  without  his  confent ;  and  fearing  however  fomc 
obftacie  on  the  part  of  that  Prince,  if  he  fhould  ap- 
pear himfclf  at  St  Germain,  he  had  prevailed  on  his 
Irierd  An^'Jeley,  who  was  yet  in  France  with  his 
fiftcrs,  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  teffimony  of  his  duty 
and  fubrailiion.  Angkfey  had  accepted  this  commif- 
fion,  but  not  beiig  informed  of  more  than  half  the 
occafion  of  his  retreat,  he  could  not  give  fatisfa<5lion 
to  the  King's  queftions,  who  had  inierrogaied  him 
with  much  curiofuy.  It  was  lo  give  more  certain  in- 
formations that  I  was  lent  for  by  his  Majefly's  or- 
ders; and  Mr  dc  Scrcine  gave  m.e  to  underiland,  with 
an  air  proper  to  alarm  me,  that  curiofity  was  not  the 
fole  motive  that  made  him  dtfire  to  fee  me. 

This  preparation  augmented  the  embarrafTment  I 
had  already  fcartd  to  be  under  in  the  King's  prefence. 
V/hat  dil'cnvcrics  cugiit  I  to  make  him  ?  At  what 
point  would  this  human  pruder.cc,  the  ncctfTity  of 
which  I  perceived  more  than  ever,  oblige  me  to  flop? 
1  had  a  thoufand  things  to  conceal  for  the  ir.tereft  of 
Patrick,  a  thoufand  tt^ings  to  lay  open,  a  thoufand 
to  hope,  and  a  thoufand  to  fear.  Hitherto  all  my 
troubles  and  cares  had  been  inclofcd  wiihin  a  fmall 
circle  of  peifons,  ^aith  whom  I  had  always  lived, 
and  whom  I  familiarly  knew.  Here  the  fccne  pre- 
Tented  to  mc  objeds  entirely  new;  and  my  ideas  of 
religion  did  not  at  all  hinder  mc  from  thinking  that 
1  was  going  to  appear  in  the  prtfence  of  what  the 
vtrld  conCders  as  ihc  moft  refp'<fl.,blc.  I  was  igno- 
rant 
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rant  in  what  maaner  my  reafoa  and  natural  refo- 
lution  lliould  aliul  rae,  it  tbe  King  Ihould  begin,  as  I 
cxpeded*  with  reproaciies  and  complaints.  But  this 
good  Prince  had  nothing  in  reierve  for  me  but  fa- 
vours Before  he  queftioned  me  upon  the  journey  of 
my  brother,  he  toid  me,  that  not  having  till  now 
feen  me  at  St  Germain,  I  ought  not  to  complain  of 
having  had  fb  fmall  a  Ihare  in  his  favoars  ;  and  that 
I  had  laid  him  under  the  neceffity  of  fearching  me 
out,  to  grant  me,  near  his  perfon,  the  phice  of  Almo» 
ner  in  Ordinary,  which  he  had  intended  for  me  a  long 
time  paft.  He  added  to  it  a  peniion  fufEcient  to 
make  me  live  with  decency;  and  obviating  the  ob- 
jedion  I  might  have  made  from  my  engagements  in 
Ireland,  he  advifed  me  immediately  to  difcharge  my- 
feif  of  my  benefice. 

He  continued  to  enlarge  hlmfelf  on  my  praife  and 
that  of  my  brother*s,  by  afFecfling  to  interrupt  the  mo- 
tions of  my  gratitude  ;  and  when  at  length  he  came 
to  fpeak  of  the  departure  of  Patrick,  he  teftitied  to 
me  fome  regreti  that  he  had  loft  the  opportunity  of 
engaging  to  his  court  by  fome  convenient  poft,  faid 
he,  without  naming  it,  a  man  of  his  merit  and  birth. 
He  did  not  puih  his  queftions  further  ;  and,  as  if  he 
had  apprehended  the  laying  me  under  fome  embar- 
rafTment  which  I  feared,  he  did  not  fpeak  a  word 
to  me  of  the  misfortune  that  had  brought  fo  much 
trouble  into  our  family,  and  which  he  thought  at  an 
end. 

Thus  the  goodnefs  of  this  Prince  fpared  me  the 
difficukies  I  expe^fled  to  labour  under.  It  was  eafy 
for  me,  afcer  he  had  done,  to  return  my  acknow- 
ledgments in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  expofe  myfelf 
to  the  neceffity  of  failing  into  the  danger  I  had 
avoided.  I  informed  him  that  Patrick's  journey  was 
deferred,  and  perhaps  broke  off  entirely,  and  I  added, 
by  way  of  apology  for  him,  that  the  reafons  which 
had  made  him  think  of  going,  were  become  lefs  ur- 
gent. Let  him  be  here  then  to-morrow,  faid  the 
King,  aod  depend  on  it,  that  what  I  will  do  for  his 

fortune 
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fortune  fliall  make  him  forget  his  journey  to  Ger- 
many. 

I  lliould  have  laid  hold  of  the  opportunity  of  this 
order  to  return  immediately  to  Paris  ;  if  Mr  dc 
Sercine  had  not  informed  mc,  that  it  would  be  an  ill 
return  to  the  King*s  favours,  not  to  continue  to 
make  my  court  to  liim  tiJl  his  accuftomed  hour  of 
retiring.  1  paiTed  all  the  time  he  was  at  table,  and 
fome  part  of  the  nighr,  in  difcourfiiig  with  him  on  the 
ftate  in  which  I  had  left  Ireland.  Having  heard  of  the 
death  of  my  Lord  I^inch,  he  aiked  me  the  circum* 
ftances  of  it,  and  this  recital  having  a  neceffary  con- 
nexion with  our  late  adventures,  I  found  m}  felf  en- 
gaged in  a  narrative  from  which  I  ihould  have  been 
glad  to  havei)een  excufed.  However,  it  led  me  to  a 
fubje<fl  more  agreeable,  and  which  appeared  inierelt- 
ing  enough  to  make  me  continue  it  a  long  time  ; 
aiid  that  was  the  laft  difp  ^fuioii  of  IJnch,  which  had 
left  me  mailer  of  the  truft  of  his  fat!ier*s  ireafurip, 
I  gave  the  King  a  defcription  of  all  the  wealth  I  had 
there  obferved,  and  we  confidered  by  what  means  it 
might  be  tranfport^d  into  France. 

It  was  fo  late  after  the  hour  of  the  King's  Couchee, 
that  I  fubmitted  to  the  inllar;ces  made  mc  to  pafs  the 
reft  of  the  night  at  St  Germain.  With  what  dili- 
gence, nevcrthelefs,  ftn  uld  I  not  have  polled  to  Pa- 
ris, if  I  had  had  the  lead  fulpicion  oi  what  had 
pafTed  there  in  my  abfence  ?  Picing  in  a  manner  op- 
prefFed  with  fieep,  I  did  r.ot  rife  tarly  enough  in  the 
morning  to  get  there  before  mid-day.  1  went  to 
alight  at  the  Count's  with  all  the  joy  1  ought  to  feel 
in  having  fuch  happy  news  to  communicate  to  him  ; 
but  the  appearances  of  grief  and  trouble,  which  I 
obferved  in  going  into  the  houfe,  made  me  judge  all 
at  once,  that  it  w.is  for  afflidion  and  patience  1  oughc 
to  prepare  myfclf. 

Having  informed  myfclf  that  the  Count  was  at 
home,  I  durll  not  interrogate  the  fcrvants  further 
upon  what  I  had  to  afk  liim.  A  circumllance 
changed  in  their  mouths  miglu  unfeafonably  enlarge 
or  dioiiniih  my  fears.     I  accofted  the  Count,  and 

Che 
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the  air  with  which  he  received  me  made  me  under- 
ftand  almoft  as  much  of  what  I  wanted  to  know  as 
his  firft  words:  judging  by  my  filence,  that  1  ..had 
not  yet  been  informed  of  any  thing;  there  have  hap- 
pened, faid  he,  during  your  abfence  very  fatal 
changes  ;  Fincer  died  this  morning  of  an  apopie<Sick 
fit,  or  rather  of  a  tranfport  of  fury,  that  ftifled  him 
Arddertly  ;  your  brother  has  difappeared,  without 
leaving  me  a  poffibiliry  of  yet  hearing  the  caufe  of 
his  efcape,  or  v.hat  is  become  of  him.  My  wife, 
continued  the  Count,  is  with  Sarah,  whom  I  left 
myfelf  but  juft  now,  and  who  yet  is  ignorant  of  her 
father's  de.ith,  and  the  flight  of  Patrick.  It  is  to 
be  feared  that  thofe  two  pieces  of  news  will  finiOi 
the  ruin  of  the  little  Ifrength  (he  has  remaining. 
'Go,  take  care  of  this  unfortunate  lady  :  This  em- 
ployment 13  fitter  for  you  than  me,  added  he,  for 
I  have  not  the  power  of  bearing  the  fight  of  fo  many 
melancholy  and  moving  obj-ds,  v/hich  have  pierced 
my  heart  in  that  houfe. 

He  urged  me  to  be  gone  ;  it  would  have  been  a 
punidiment  had  he  endeavoured  to  have  flopped  me. 
In  the  agitation  of  a  thoufand  tumukuous  fchemes, 
which  fuch  terrible  fears  made  me  form  in  a  mo- 
ment, I  could  have  wifhed  for  the  power  of  rem(J)ving 
myfelf  on  the  fpot  into  a  hundred  places,  and  to 
give  myfelf  up  all  at  once  to  a  thoufand  different 
cares.  But  where  could  I  ftop  among  fo  many  wiihes, 
that  cruelly  divided  me  ?  1  had  already  gone  out 
without  any  determined  refolution  ;  when,  turning 
roy  head  at  a  noifc  I  heard  behind  me,  I  perceived 
Patrick's  valet  de  chambre,  who  was  running  in 
hafte  to  overtake  me,  and  laid  hold  of  my  arm 
to  give  Jiin^felf  time  to  take* breath,  as  if,  in  the  joy 
he  had  to  fee  me,  he  was  afraid  I  might,  yet  efcape 
him.  Ke  had  gone  poft  to  St  Germain,  where  he 
had  hopes  of  finding  me,  and  haftening  rny  return. 
I  urged  him  lofpeak;  but  what  he  began  to  fay, 
fuppofing  me  informed  of  what  I  was  really  ignorant 
of,  I  interrupted  him,  by  demanding  an  exadt  re- 
cital, 
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eital,  which  might  be  capable  of  regulating  my  con- 
duct; wc  (lopped  at  the  corner  of  a  wafte  Qreet. 

Your  prefence,  faid  he,  v/ouid  not  have  fecured  us 
from  a  mifchief,  that  all  the  prudence  of  the  wQrld 
could  not'prevent,  and  which  confequently  It  was  im- 
polFihle  to  avoid  ;  but  it  .is  fo  neceffary  to  (lop  the 
confequences  of  it,  that  I  fee  no  more  than  you 
v.ith  what  this  ftrange  event  may  be  attended.  He 
continued  to  tcli  me,  with  what  meafiires  and  cau- 
tion  he    had   executed  the  orders   1  had   given  him 

the  evening  before.     Mademoifclle   de  L had 

conceived  bat  too  fpecdily  all  the  fentimcnts  which 
he  laboured  to  infpire  her  with.  In  telling  her 
with  what  aiTiduity  and  ardour  Patrick  employed 
his  cares  about  Sarah,  he  had  affeflcd  to  ufe  fucli 
terms  as  were  fuitable  to  love,  and  fhe  did  not  liflen 
to  one  of  th\£m,  that  did  not  fow  fome  feed  of  jca- 
loufy  in  her  heart.  When  he  had  afterwards  dc» 
clared  to  her,  that  he  iiad  not  only  not  brought  her 
any  anfwer  to  her  letter,  but  that  his  mailer  had 
not  given  him  in  charge  even  to  make  a  common 
apology,  nor  with  the  lead  compliment  to  let  her 
l;  ow  that  fhe  v^as  In  his  thoughts,  fuch  an  exprefs 
appearance  of  indifference  and  forgetful nefs  pre- 
Icntly  appeared  in  her  eyes  as  a  manifeft  treachery, 
Ncverthclefs,  as  if  he  had  thought  of  nothing  but 
juftifying  his  mafier,  he  had  cxcufed  his  negligence 
by  the  grief  and  conftcruation  with  which  he  had 
feen  him  pierced.  Every  (Iroke  added  to  this  image 
had  been,  as  it  were,  a  fpark  of  fire  tha*:  inflamed 

all  the  motions  of  Mademnifcllc  de  L ,  and, 

from  this  firfl  account,  her  indignation  and  pafliori 
had  become  fo  ftrong,  that  (he  had  not  power  to 
contain  her  tears. 

She  had  taken,  ncvcrthclcfs,  fomething  upon  hcrfclf, 
and  without  yet  fufFering  her  raiftruft  to  appear  too 
glaring,  (he  chofc  immediately  to  write  a  fccond  let- 
ter to  my  brother.  This  cunning  mcifenger  recti vrd 
It,  and  coming  back  fome  moments  after  wiih  the 
fame  anfwer  he  had  brought  to  the  firft,  he  had  rc« 

Vol,  II.  M  doubled 
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doubled  a  flame,  which  could  not  but  increaTc  du- 
ring his  abfence.  Then  her  lamentations  and  com- 
plaints had  began  to  betray  a  refentment,  which  Hie 
had  no  longer  power  of  keeping  wi.hin  bounds.  If 
^fter  many  irrefolutions  (lie  had  taken  up  the  pen 
to  write,  it  had  been  only  to  load  reproaches  on  an 
ingrate  ;  by  whicii  fhe  exprelled  her  fear  fpeedily 
to  fi:;d  hiin  perfidious  ;  and,  without  leaving  hina 
i)ny  other  choice'  than  fubmiirion,  Ihe  had  required 
hinn  to  abandon  on  the  fpot  every  thing  that  had 
been  capable  of  flopping  him,  and  to  bring  with  him 
immediately  to  the  convent  fuch  explanations  which 
Ihe  would  not  put  off  even  to  the  morrow.  This  third 
letter,  and  thole  that  followed,  met  with  the 
fame  fate  as  the  foregoing,  with  this  difference,  that 
Patrick's  valet,  judging  of  the  contents  of  them  by 
the  orders  lie  gave  in  putting  them  into  his  hands, 
added  every  time  fome  circumftance  to  his  an* 
iwer  more  properly  adapted  than  before  to  the  ef- 
fe(5t  he  propofed.  In  fine,  exceeding  even  the  bounds 
I  had  laid  down  for  his  condud,  he  had  even 
feigned,  that  his  maRer  had  refufed  to  receive  her 
lait  letter,  and  that  he  had  complained  of  it  as  v\ 
importunity  which  he  vvilhed  to  fee  abfolutely  put 
an  end  to. 

The  fufpicions  of  Mademoifelle  de  L '^erc 

ichanged  into  a  certainty  of  her  being  Ihamefully  be- 
trayed. She  then  put  no  bounds  to  her  expreffions, 
even  ill  the  prefeiice  of  the  valet.  The  calm  and 
fcornful  ?.'r,  affefted  by  her,  had  been  only  a  difguife 
to  an  excefs  cf  fury.  In  this  firft  tranfport  (he 
had  thought  of  nothing  but  to  fave  her  honour  by 
flying  from  a  piace  where  (lie  ezpexSled  to  fee  her- 
felf  iV.on  a  publick  town-talk.  Ail  her  prepara- 
tions beii^.g  made  for  her  journey  to  Germany,  Ihe  had 
taken  the  refolution  of  going  off  the  night  follow- 
ing, and  had  chofen  no  other  confident  than  my 
brother's  valet,  to  give  notice  to  her  fervants  of  her 
refolution. 

The 
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The  unravelling  of  this  plot,  fo  little  cxpeifted. 
Would  have  been,  as  he  imagined,  the  moft  prtcions 
favour  we  could  hope  for  from   Heaven,   il    the  re- 

fcncm^ntof  M.idernoifeiie  de  L had  fupported 

iifelf  in  the  iame  cegree  of  warmth  to  the  ma- 
ment  of  the  execuiiou  She  would  certainly  have 
gone  off  with  fo  much  pride  and  difdain,  that  lh«2 
would  have  looked  upon  it  a:  an  unworthy  bifenejs 
in  her  to  give  my  brother  the  lealf  notice  of  her 
departure,  but  durinj^  fome  hours  required  to  put 
her  equipage  in  ordr.  r,  Ihe  could  not  ti\iak  that: 
ihe  was  going  to  Icife  a  happincfs,  of  wliich  (h'i 
triou;j;ht  herfelf  fo  certain,  and  whicii  (he  had  put- 
chaled  fo  dear,  without  feeling  hcirfclf  more  fotined 
by  her  affliclion,  than  irritated  by  her  fury  and  in«^ 
di2;narion.  If  the  rcflcdions,  to  which  Ihe  aban- 
doned herfcif.  did  not  t;»ke  av^ay  her  refolution  ct* 
j^ing  away,  it  was  impoflijie  for  her  lo  leave  Paris, 
W'thouc  fatislying  ytt  once  more  her  heait  in  re* 
mirking  her  iaif  fentiments  to  my  b.  other:  And 
what  muft  be  a  le.ter  inlpired  by  fo  many  paflions, 
under  circumdances  fo  violent  ?  But  p^rfwaded,  as 
Ibe  waf,  that  he  had  refufed  to  read  her  lali  billet, 
and  learing  that  this  would  meet  with  no  belter  re- 
ception, if  he  fhould  reteive  it  by  the  hands  of 
his  valet  de  chambre,  (he  intruftcd  it  to  a  pcrfon  well 
a£ftded  to  her  fervicc,  whom  (he  had  left  at  Paris 
to  finilh  her  affairs.  The  care  ihe  took  in  inllrud- 
ing  hi  n,  and  the  fervency  (he  added  to  her  intrcaiiti, 
inlpired  this  new  mclfenger  with  io  much  zeal,  that 
he  furmountcd  all  obitacles.  She  had  recommend- 
cd  to  him  not  only  to  f  )rce  his  way  into  Finccr*^ 
houic  in  fpire  of  ail  oppofitions  they  might  give  to 
his  entrance,  but  to  pretend  in  putting  her  letter 
into  Palrick*8  hand-i,  that  it  was  trom  me  he  re- 
ceived it,  and  that  it  contained  matters  of  import- 
ance. It  may  be,  Ihe  yet  Hattered  hcrlclf,  that  the 
news  of  her  departure  wotild  make  fome  impref- 
f»  )n  upon  a  heart,  from  which  the  memory  of  fo 
aiuc!i  lovv.',  uud  fo  many  oalhi  could  tiOC  be  en* 
M  2  lircly 
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tirely  effaced  ;  and  this  hope  made  ib  great  a  progrefs 
in^hsr  mind,  that  it  obliged  her  to  fufpcnd  her  leib- 
iution  tiii  the  morrow. 

The  only  point  that  efcapcd  her  precautions  was 
to  iaform  her  confident,  that  (he  .would  in  reality 
put  ofF  her  departure  to  the  d<iy  following.  Having 
een  her  determined  to  begone  that  night,  and  finding 
.ler  lefvants  and  coach  at  the  door  of  the  con- 
vent, v/hen  he  went  about  execiring  his  orders,  he 
confidered  the  comtniffion  he  was  cliarged  with,  as 
■^%  affair  that  might  be  put  ofF  to  another  time, 
and  which  rtqviired  lei's  diiigjence  than  fidelity  and 
certainty  ;  this  did  not  hinderhim,  nevtrthekis,t"rom 
appearing  the  lame  night  at  Fincer's  door :  But  the 
darknefs  making  the  fervants  redouble  their  care, 
he  conceived  he  had  no  hopes  eaiily  to  do  what 
he  v/as  lent  about  but  ia  the  day -time.  He  there- 
fore   niade   no    halle    till    the   morning;  and  Svhilc 

Ivlademoircll^  de   L was  dying  with  impatience 

for  his  return,  he  was  employed  about  Fincer's  houfe 
in  fiDding  fome  naeans  to  deceive  the  vigiiaacj  of  the 
porter. 

In  fin?,  getting  in  without  being  perceived,  hs 
•went  up  (lairs  by  chance  into  the  tird  chamber 
in  his  way,  which  was  that  of  Sarah,  where  he 
could  hot  fail  of  foon  difcovering  Patrick.  He  found 
him  there  alone,  under  a  dejcdednefs  he  muft  needs 
be  in,  from  having  paiTed  a  day  and  two  nights 
without  one  nioment  of  reft,  and  in  a  manner  with- 
out nouridiment.  The  opinion  of  the  furgeons  not 
having  yet  been  more  favourable,  it  ftetned  as  if  the 
continuation  of  the  danger  had  invincibly  fixed  all 
his  attention  upou  the  cbje^  before  his  eyes.  He 
fcarce  perceived  thac  the  meffenger  beckoned  to  hira 
to  flep  for  a  moment  into  the  anti  chamber.  He 
went  there,  neverthelefs,  as  foon  as  he  took  notice  of 
the  perlo^i  that  called  him;  and,  far  from  refu  fmg  to 
receive  the  letter  prefented  to  him,  he  opened  it, 
without  demunding  the  ieaft  explanaiion. 

It 
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It  was  certain,  that  notwithflanding  all  the  eager- 
nefb  of  his  care,  notwithftanding  the  grief  he  telt 
at  his  fatal  adventure  ;  in  fine,  notwithttanding  the 
compafiion  ihat  pierced  him  tor  Sarah,   yet  his    love 

for  Maderttoifelie  de  JL was   the   predominant 

paflion  of  his  heart,  and  what   had   been   capable   of 
lufpending  it,  had  not  yet  the  pov/er  of  dimiiiilhing 
it  one  moment.      He  had  known,    when   Ihe  quitted 
her  houfe,  that  ihe  had  chofe  to  return   to  the  con- 
vent.  He  had  approved  of  her  conduct,  and  fancying 
her  to  be  quiet  and  undifturbed  in   this  retreat,    he 
had  followed  oniy  the  irapulfts   of  his   own   natural 
•jocnlnefs,   and   without    doubt  the  remorfe   for   an 
involuntary  crime,  in  rendering  lo  Sarah  thofe  cares^ 
from  which  he  thought  nothing  ought  to  excufe  him< 
What  then  was  his  I'urpriie  at   the   hril  words   of  a 
letter,    wherein    he   dikovered    the  language   of  in- 
dignation and  fury?  How  then  muft  thisfurprize  in-  • 
creale,  when  he  faw  himfelf  reproached  with   inlults, 
v/ith  treachery,    v.ith    perjury,   and    aH   the    odious 
fentiments,  to  which  (he  afcribed   a  change,  whereof 
Jhe  thought  him  guilty  I  She  Ipoke  often  letters,   of 
which  he  had  not  the  iealt   notion,   and  of    a   r.cMr 
paHion,  whereof   ihe   could    not    imagine    hcrfelt   to 
be  the  objedl.      Was  this  an   illuiion    of  his  eyes,  or 
ot  iiis  meiuory  ?  In  the  forp'*izc,  into  v.' hie h  io  many 
Itrange  accufations  threw  him,  he  had  no   power  to 
aik  one  queftiou  of  the  perlbu  who  brought  him   her 
letter.      But  with  what  vivacity   did  he  roule   iiirii* 
fc-lf  out  of  this  languor,  when,  after  a   thoui'and   re- 
proaches, he  came  to  read,  that  ihe  was    determined 
10  ieparate  herielf  from  him  ior  ever  ?  She  did  not 
ineniion    this    refoluiion    as  a  menace.      The  coach 
waa  ready  ;  Ihe  burned  with  impatience  to  begone,  lo 
bieak  eternally  with  a  perfidious  wretch.      He  call  a 
jurious  eye  on  the  mclicngcr\  and  urging  him  to  tclli 
him  the  meaning  of  fuch  a  terrible  declaration,   Ms 
tranfports  knew  no  further  bounds,   whtu    he    heaixl 

that  Mademoifcllc  de  1^ was  gone  theevtnif^ 

bclorc;  4Qd  that  irom  the  impailencc  he  havi obkrvod 
M  3  »A 
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in  her  of  going  out  of  the  kingdom,   he  was  fure  fhe 
mufl  be  already  f\ir  on  h'::r  joun-ey  from  Paris, 

There  could  be  no  motive  found  (Irong  enough  to 
moderate  a  paffion  which  was  come  to  fofwift  an  ex- 
cefs.  The  unforinnate  fearah  was  forgotten.  Having 
roughiy  int'^rrogate  J  the  mefTcinger  upon  thofe  letters, 
which  Ihe  accufed  him  of  having  refufed  to  read, 
or  to  have  received  with  difdain,  he  would  know 
v/ho  was  the  ralh  man  among  Fincei's  or  his  fervants, 
who  had  durft  to  charge  him  with  fuch  an  impoflure, 
Mot  finding  any  body  belonging  to  him,  by  the 
care  ^hey  took  of  removing  ail  his  fervants,  Fincer 
and  all  belonging  to  him,  could  not  hue  fall  under 
flrong  fufpicions.  He  ran  down  ftairs,  to  load  with 
reproaches  and  injuries  all  the  fervants  of  the  houfe. 
The  noife  having  come  unluckily  to  Fincer,  who 
appeared  immediately  to  inquire  what  was  paGHig  in 
.  his  houfe,  he  did  not  treat  hii^i  with  more  cauiion  ; 
and  without  concealing  from  him  the  caufe  of  his 
fury,  he  left  him  with  threats  of  revenge. 

Never  were  tranfports  of  paifion  fo  contagious* 
Fincer  at  firil  had  fhewed  more  of  furprize  than  in- 
dignation ;  but  when  having  heard  the  reafon  of  fujeh 
great  fury,  he  faw  my  brother  fly  out  of  his  houfe, 
and  hurry  himfelf  tawards  that  wherein  he  imagined 
the  rival  of  his  daughter  yet  was,  he  was  tran- 
fported  into  fuch  a  furious  excefs  of  rage,  that  neither 
his  flrength  nor  reafon,  giving  any  refiftance  to  it, 
he  fell  without  life  into  the  arms  of  his  fervants. 
All  helps  -were  ufelefs  ;  he  expired  without  having 
the  power  of  pronouncing  one  fingle  word.  In 
thefe  tragical  circumilances,  the  goodnefs  af  hea- 
ven infpired  fo  much  prefence  of  mind  into  fome 
one  of  the  fervants,  as  to  (hut  Sarah's  apartment, 
and  conceal  from  her  the  knowledge  of  a  difafter, 
which  would  have  expofed  her  to  the  fame  fate 
with  her  father.  With  the  like  prudence  they  im- 
mediately gave  notice  to    the  Count  and  Countefs 

of  s ,  that  they  could  not  come  toofpeedily  to 

her.  They  endeavoured  to  remove  from  her  eyes  and 

her 
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her  mind  every  thing  that  was  capable  of  diilurbing 
the  rell,   which  wjis  n^ceflary  for  her. 

During  this  time,  Patrick  had  flood  in  need  of 
the  fame  care  and  aflillance.  He  had  lb  fptecHly 
gained  the  houfe  of  Mademoifeile  de  L ,  that  no- 
body thojght  of  foHowing  him.  He  fouqd  it  empty 
and  fcrfaken  ;  his  valet  de  chambre,  perpetuaiiy  at- 
tentive to  what  happened,  was  the  only  one  of  his 
fervants  that  had  not  tak^n  any  advantage  of  his 
abfence  to  go  out  of  the  way  :  But  having  fpied  him 
from  a  window,  and  not  being  ai^le  to  guefs  what 
brought  him  over  with  fo  much  precipitation,  lie  made 
no  haite  to  appear.  Vv'ith  reaion  trembling  at  the 
fuccefs  of  his  anifice,  he  rather  ciiofe  to  leave  his 
mafter  time  to  learn  the  departure  of  iMadcmoifelle 

de  L '—  from  the  mouth  of  aiiother,  than  for  him- 

felf  to  undertake  an  ent^rprize  fo  delicate  ;  but  per- 
fuaded,  however,  that  ihe  was  gone  the  erening  be- 
fore, perhaps  he  thought  lefs  of  the  impreffion  this 
news  might  make  on  his  mailer,  than  concealing  from 
him  the  means  he  had  employed  in  the  conduit  of 
his  intrigue.  In  the  mean  time,  having  been  called 
feveral  times,  he  could  not  refufe  to  anfwer.  1  he 
;  arful  air  with  which  he  appeared  might  have  raifcd 
1  Patrick  as  many  fufpicions  as  his  ilownefs  ;  but  if 
iie  gave  any  heed  to  them,  thcfe  marks  <-[  embarrafT- 
njent  might  pafs  in  his  eyes  as  the  common  efl'e<fls 
of  an  adventure,  in  which  it  was  only  natural  for 
an  alFcdionate  fcrvant  to  appear  to  take  fome  inter- 
ell. 

As  there  remained  fome  part  of  the  goods  of  Ma« 
dcmoifellc  de  L— —  at  Paris,  and  that  the  opinion 
'-i  her  departure  had  yet  made  no  change  in  the 
'  rder  of  the  houfe,  Patrick  poffcffcd  again  his  cham- 
ber there.  It  was  that  he  went  into,  without  havinj^ 
given  any  other  order  to  the  potter,  than  to  call  his 
fcrvAnts.  He  threw  himfclf  into  an  elboyr. chair, 
while  he  waited  for  them  ;  and  his  complaints  were 
managed  with  fo  little  caution,  that  the  valet  de 
chambre,  who  had  been  fo  fciirfal  in  coming  near 

bim, 
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him,  had  gathered  enough  from  them  to  know,  that 
he  was  alr.^ady  well  informed  of  every  thing.  His' 
'ourage  returned  to  this  lacquey  upon  fseing  his  maf- 
ir  dtinand  of  him  all  the  fuccours  of  his  wit  and 
:^ai.  He  affeded  an  appearance  of  being  difpofed  to 
»ndcr  them  to  him  ;  and  flattering  the  firil  motions- 
r  his  mailer,  from  an  aiTurauce  of  naving  afterwards 
greater  eai'e  in  oppofmg  them,  he  objeded  nothing_ 
o  the  refolution  he  (hewed  of  immediateJy  taking  poft, 
md  ioUowing  qpon  the  heels  of  Mademoii'elle  de  L— ■ 
iven  to  Germany.  However,  when  he  faw  my  bro- 
ther's rctiections  pafs  to  the  clrcumllances  of  his  raif- 
fortune,  and  particularly  to  the  treachery  wiihwhicii 
he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  reproach  Fincer,  he  in- 
terrupted him  with  divers  objcdtions,  as  much  to  di- 
vert a  difcoarle  which  he  could  not  hear  without 
confufion,  as  to  bring  him  back  to  the  defign  he  had 
of  patting  him  off  from  his  German  journey.  He  raifed 
in  him  fo  many  doubts  of  the  road  Mademoifclle  de- 
Li  -»— •  had  taken,  and  confequently  fo  many  diificul- 
ties  againil  the  hopes  of  overtaking  her,  that  he- 
brought  him  to  confent  at  leaii  to  defer  his  departure 
till  the  next  day,  to  give  him  time,  faid  the  valet, 
to  dive  into  the  alterations  (he  might  have  made,  not 
only  in  the  road  Ihe  Intended  to  take,  but  even  in 
her  defigns  of  fettling  herlelf.  He  intreated  hi* 
mailer  to  repofe  on  him  this  care,  and  having  artful- 
ly confirmed  him  in  all  the  notions  which  he  had 
the  addrtfs  to  infpire  him  with,  he  left  him  under 
the  pretence  of  not  iofing  a  moment  in  anfwering  his 
impatience. 

It  was  his  own  trouble  and  the  fear  of  betray- 
ing himfelf  that  cauied  in  him  fo  much  hafte  and  ea- 
gernefs.  Inilead  of  the  care  he  had  promiled,  cf 
which  he  knew  how  uielels  it  would  be,  he  chofe  to 
flop  the  fui'picions  of  his  malkr,  and  to  (helter  him- 
felf from  his  refentment.  His  firft  ftep  was  to  go  to 
Fincer's,  where  he  imagined  he  fhould  learn  by  what 
ways  my  brother  had  received  fuch  faithful  informa- 
tions.    He  there  difcovered  nothing  but  the  iragick 

accident 
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accident  which  yet  held  all  the  houfe  in  an  alarni ; 
and  as  he  had  taken  iceive  of  Mademoiieile  de  L — , 
before  Ihe  had  taken  the  refo'Jution  of  writing  for  the 
laft  time  to  Patrick,  he  drew  little  information  from 
the  defcription  they  gave  him  cf  the  unknown  mef- 
fenger,  who  got  into  the  houfe  with  the  fatal  let- 
ter to  which  they  afcribed  all  their  diforders.  Ne- 
verthekfs,  this  llory  caufed  him  fome  uneafmefs. 
From  whom  couid  this  letter  come,  if  not  from  Ma- 

dcmcifelle  de  L 1  And  notbeir:g  delivered  above 

a  quarter  of  an  hour  before,  how  could  M^ademoi- 

felle  de  L write  it,  if  Ibe  had  gone  off  in  the 

evening  the  moment  he  had  left  her  ?  Under  this 
doubt,  which  was  capable  of  giving  him  cruel  vex- 
ations, he  chofe  to  go  to  the  convent,  where  he  had* 
kfc  her  ready  to  be  gone.  The  firll  objed  that 
ftruck  his  eyes  was  the  coach,  which  tlie  had  ordered 
to  (lay  there  at-all  events,  althoui^h  ihe  had  fentback 
the  horfes  to  the  poll-iiouie.  As  (he  had  founded  her 
rcfoluiion  on  the  fuccefs  cf  her  letter,  Ihe  had  wait- 
ed hour  after  hour  the  return  cf  her  mefienger;  and 
when  l}ie  had  in  a  manner  defpaired  of  feeing  him 
till  the  next  day,  (he  nrdeied  that  her  lervar.ts  ihould 
pafs  the  night  near  her,  that  ihe  might  net  remain 
one  moment  at  Paris,  after  Ihe  Ihould  lofe  fomc  fee- 
ble remains  of  hopes.  This  figJu  froze  him  with 
fear;  he  thought  himfelf  undone  without  remedy; 
and  not  doubling  but  that  the  difcuvery  of  his  in- 
trigue, which  appeared  to  hiin  from  lijcnceforth  ta 
be  ii  cvitabie,  would  make  him  dctelted  cqiuilly  bf 
Mddcmoifclle  de  L —  and  h.is  madcr,  he  was  tempted 
to  betake  him  to  riii;Kt,  to  conceal  himfelf  eternally 
from  their  eyjcs.  In  reHcifling,  neverthclefs,  on  his 
misfortune,  he  remembered  that  1  h.id  been  concern- 
ed in  fomc  part  of  liis  condudl  by  the  firll  orJcrs  I 
had  given  him.  Although  he  had  executed  them 
with  a  b(ildnefs  to  which  I  had  never  given  my  con- 
fent,  he  yet  placed  fo  much  confidtuce  in  my  good- 
r.cfs,  as  (till  to  dw*pc!»d  npon  my  protection,  I  was 
uuluckiLy  atiit  G-TUiain  ;  but  htjp;:ig  for  nothing  but 

my 
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my  afiidance,  he  abandoned  all  other  cares   to  join 

ne  there  with  an  incredible  fpeed,  and  finding  tnat  I 

vds  above  an   hour  bifore  gone  to  Paris,  he  return- 

jd  wicn  fo  much  diligence  tnat  he  get  there  aJmoil  as 

Don  as  I. 

Thus,  although  he  had  taken  up  his  ftory  from 
:he  forrowtul  (kuation  of  his  maikr,  ,1  had  no 
great  difficulty  to  difcover,  that  the  lieat  of  his 
^al  had  two  fources  ;  and  what  I  could  think  molt 
idvantageoas  for  his  character  was,  to  believe  theru 
•>retiy  near  equal.  The  doleful  impreffions  made 
1  me  by  fo  many  new  misfortunes,  did  not  hinder 
nie  from  iobfcrving  to  him,  at  tiril  fight,  that  this 
reflexion  had  not  efcaped  me  ;  and  I  even  re- 
proached him  for  having,  as  it  were,  turned  his  back 
to  the  interefts  of  my  brother  to  put  ins  own  un- 
der (h;;ker.  For  in  acquainting  me  with  the  dangerous 
ftate  in  which  he  had  left  him,  of  what  ufe  could 
fo  long  a  ftciry  be   to  aid  me   in  ferving  him  ?  1  was 

ignorant  what  Mademoifcile  de   L thoughc 

of  the  efTccls  of  iier  letter,  and  what  confufion  Ihe 
had  drawn  from  it  for  the  regulation  of  her  con- 
dud.  The  report  of  her  meffenger  might  have  ap- 
peared clear  enouc^h  to  have  difTipated  all  her  doubts. 
Under  this  fupp wfition,  had  not  ihe  with  the  ut- 
mort  halle  given  notice  to  Patrick,  that  ihe  was  yet 
in  Paris,  or  had  ihe  not  immediately  returned  to  her 
houfe  to  fee  him,  and  feal  their  engagements  by 
new  promiies  ?  Who  could  even  affure  me,  that,  in 
the  firi'i  ardour  of  their  reconciliation,  they  had  not 
detcruiijied  upon  tlie  fpot  to  go  off  together  ?  Had 
I  any  refoiuticn  to  take,  or  what  fide  to  chufe  be- 
fore I  had  procured  all  thcfe  lights  ?  You  need  not 
doubr,  faid  I,  to  the  valet  de  chambre,  but  I  will 
fupport  your  intereft  with  my  brother  ;  but  render 
yourftif  worthy  of  the  proteftlon  you  expsift  by  a 
renewal  of  your  zeal.  Ri  turn  to  the  convent  of 
JMadenioiitlle  de  L— ^ — ;  learn  from  herfeif  or  from 
her  fervanis,  whdt  has  paifed  fince  your  departure, 
and  give  me  fucii  a  clear  dud  iun  accouDt  of  thofe 

thing?, 
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things,  that  I  may  undertake  nothing  raihl)'.  I  gave 
him  orders  to  return  to  me  to  Fincer's,  whereto  I 
thought  myftlf,  as  it  were  hurried  by  an  impuife 
more  llrong  than  either  curiofiiy  or  compatrion.  It 
feem-jd  to  me,  that  the  care  of  Sarah  was  become  a 
more  indifpfiifible  oblicration  on  rr.e  than  ever,  fince 
the  death  of  her  father.  Whatever  circumfpedion 
they  hitd  (hewed  towards  her,  I  could  not  imagine 
they  could  have  long  power  to  conceal  from  her  the 
horror  of  her  fituation  ;  and  I  trembled  for  the  firft 
impr-'fljons  that  the  lead  miflruft  (hould  produce  on 
a  heart  fo  fcndblc.  1  went  into  her  under  this  un- 
certainty. 
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